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INTRODUCTION

The aim of this dictionary is to provide a handy guide to,
the most common meanings of approximately 10,000

everyday English words. It is hoped it will be most useful
to the secondary school student or-the Ethiopian learning
English by himseif. Technical, uncommon and metapho-
rical meanings have been avoided since it is felt that by
the time a student feels the néed for these he will be of a
sufficient standard to be able to use an English-English
dictionary.



NOTE ON THE SELECTION OF
THE ENGLISH VOCABULARY

This dictionary is intended mainly to serve junior secondary and secondary
school students, and throughout the constant revision over the eight years the work
has taken, this gtoup has been kept in mind. G.P. Mosback’s experience of teach-
ing English in Ethiopia has been a great help in anticipating students’ needs,

In addition, standard werks on English word frequency were consuited =
notably Michael West’s A General Service List of English Words (Longruans, Green,
New York, 1965), Thorndike and Lorge The Teacher's Word Book of 30,000 Words
(Columbia University Press), The Teacher's Handbook of Technical Vocabulary,
(Luella Cole, Public Schools Publishing Company, Bloomington lilincis, 1940.)

Work with the Language Study Group of Ethiopia has also helped, particulatly
ESLC marking and analysis und the Dale Otto, Alison Andrews, Grover Hudson
sample survey of spoken English used in secondary schools in Addis Ababa. For
example, » deliberate policy has been to include words which are particular sourceh
of difficulty for Ethiopian students because of spelling, stress ot meaning confusions
caused by interference from Ambharie,

An sys has been kept on ordinary dvety day needs and ilso & certain number of
more litérary words have besn included which students might corme across in st
Books fot lteratute courses of genetsl teading.

Words for foreign concepts which have been taken over fros English were
otmitwd in cases whets (8) the English word has baeen totally acsepted in common
wie and (b) o Amharic sgquivalent has yot besn devised,

Grammutical varintions of basic words huve sofutimes besn omitted where
the diffarent parts of spesch ars 8 quastion of grammar sather than added mauting.
For exumnple, genuine Iy not followsd by genuineness, genuinely, i the noun/udver
strustute is completely regulse snd she studants will have lsarnt the rules for the
formution of parts of speech in theit grammat lassotis, This hay given us room for
tharty more hewd words tn the spuce available.

The approxtmasly 10,000 enteles ate designed to give the studenis & basic
working vg ﬁmh?y*wﬁwm will e able to use subuqulnﬂ? i undlrmndln&n
pusic Bnajish/Bnglish dietionnry (ssy The Advanced Learner's Dictionary .
rent English) whan they comie b 10 the twelfth grade und frat yesr univm. To
this extent, kitholigh 1 will alwdys be a weful wotk of refetence for pronunciation
and spalling, muT ﬁﬁ; 411 ot désigned 2 & complets and definitive correlation
of thé two nguagel, bul s aimed specifoully at tha intertriedinte level loarner,

. (%)
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NOTES ON THE USE OF THE DICTIONARY
GRAMMAR

1. Verb roots. In the case of verbs, the infinitive is given, followed in square brackets
by the third person singular of the perfect tense which gives the root of the verb and
is the form in which an Amharic verb is usually presented.

Where compound verbs are given, both parts of the verb must be used to form
the perfect tense, although only the main verb itself is repeated in the square brackets:

eg TAP N -to molest

perfect tense [NA]

"2, Negative verbs, The positive root is given in square brackets for negative verbs
Decause of the grammatical difficulties involved with the Amharic negative prefix,
For exaniple, the verb NABRAN  miscarry ls given In the infinitive form with
the negative prefix fA. But the perfect tense in square brackets Is given in the

_posltive form, AAA  with & dush (-) before it to indicate that 2 negative prefix
s required.

PRONUNCIATION

After such English word, an approximate indisation of how the word is pros
founced fs given In Ambaric stipt, An insernational phonetic alphabet would
undoubtedly have been more accuraie, but very few people can rea ly understand

such & systent without speclal training and thiv distlonary has buen prepared with
the ordinaty teader very much in mind,

Of courss no system of English pronuncistion wing Amhaic letiets can give
the et sounds of English, ALl that can b done Iy 1o give an approximate renderlng
of the English sounds that van by immediately understood by att Ambarie speaker,
The satiows student should listen carefully to English speekers or English radio
Sroadcaits as much as posslble to find out exuetly how the English sounds correspond
10 the approximations in the gulde.

Consonantst The only English sonsonanty that present real difficulty to the Afti
tio spuaker are the English o seurds. To ullow for this, we have introduced
Jwo modifications of exiating Amharic lettors:

Q4 for the thin words like thin ()
H  for the th in words like futher (4u1f)

()
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To make these sounds the student simply says @ or # with the tongue resting
lightly between the teeth, A few minutes’ practice, preferably with the help of a
native English speaker, will be enough to get the idea.

Sixth form consonants in the Guide: It is most important that sixth form conso
nants in the pronunciation guide should always be pronounced without any vowel
sound following them. If we consider the Amharic word (7 we notice that the
i and the 4 are pure consonant sounds without any noise in the throat, unlike
A“Ic where there js a slight sound in the throat following the ). All the sixth
form consonants in the pronunciation guide should be pronounced like the fi
and the 4 in yhF without any sound in the throat following them.

This means that in certain places where the sixth form is normally used to
represent an English sound we have been unable to use it. Bortle, for example, is
usually represented in Amharic script as, (iF+&, but since it is not permitted to us¢
a sixth form with a throat sound after it in this guide, we have substituted a fiest
form for such sounds as -ble, -ckle, -rle. The actual sound for these combinations
of letters is something between the first and second Amharic forms and pronou-
nced very lightly, but a few minutes with a native English speaker should be enough
to get this sound correctly.

Vowels; There are some sounds in English for which there is no really suitable
Amharic equivalent. In order to indicate the difference between long and short vowel
sounds, we have introduced the symbol (:) for the longer sounds:

. a a g, Tt pat  part
2. o aw g 7 pot port
3 u 00 fe\y $i0 full fool
4 e er (s 1123 believe burn

To some extent there is a distinction between these sounds in spoken Ambaric,
though there is no indication in the written forms. If we consider the following
pairs of words:

L the  T:CA%7

2. hté AfecLh

AR R B i'A

4. (YHY n:c
we will notice that in spoken Amharic the sounds indicated in the second of each
pair are longer and of a different quality from those indicated by the same form of
letter in the first. It would appear that 2 ¢ following a letter draws out its sound to
some extent. However, we realize that many people will be unable to perceive this

()

difference and many Amharic speakers will indignantly deny that it exists. Perhaps’
spectographic analysis will decide the question.

In any case, readers to whom the above paragraph is no help, should, again,
consult a native English speaker if possible. Even if this is not possible, no serious
confusion should arise if the basic Amharic sound is used in both cases, though it
i obviously much better to make the difference.

Diphthongs: These are indicated by the addition of a @+ or a & to the basic

"Amharic sourd:

load Am-g:  (British English)
pain TE}
scene (L7

. but the -and the £ should be pronounced very lightly, not as an entirely separate

letter.

Stress: In English words therc is always one sound which is pronounced morestrongly
than the others. Unlike Ambharic, this stress comes on the vowel sound, the sound
in the throat. The syllable on which this stress comes is indicated by an apostrophe (*)
before the syllable. Readers will note also that in 2 word with more than one syllable,
the strong sound is often the only one which is given the pronunciation a foreign
speaker would expect from the spelling, Other vowel sounds in the word tend to
be reduced to as a sound rather like Amharic }. Thus the word objectionable is re-
ndered as RATNTHAA in the pronunciation guide. This emphasis and the change
in unstressed vowels is very important in English and will amply repay careful study.

SIGNS AND ABBREVIATIONS*

a0  Englishis (pronunciation guide)
", long vowel {pronunciation guide)
»  stress {pronunciation guide)
{1 encloses perfect tense of verbs
[-1 indicatesrootof ne pative verbs
(1]  separates related meanings
[1] separates unrelated meanings
+ indicates gemination of Amharic consonant
() encloses elaboration of Amhatic meaning

Note: The stress (or gemination) in Amharic is indicated by a vertical stroke )
pefore the letter which must be held on to.

* For the abbreviations sce page (A1)
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- conjunction
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- present participle

- noun

- interjection

- adjective

- pronoun

-adverb
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