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INTRODUCTION

1. General Introduction

Idioms are peculiar uses of words and phrases. Long (1975) defines the term
as “An idiom is a fixed group of words with a special different meaning from the
meanings of the separate words.” Idiomatic phrases are very difficult parts of a
language for a foreigner to master.

In order to help Amharic speakers to be able to use the English idiomatic

expressions appropriately, such kind of bilingual dictionary is very important.

This English-Amharic idioms dictionary is the only one of its kind by a native
speaker of Ambharic. It contains over 3500 carefully selected English idioms in
current use.

While producing this work, the com%iler consulted secondary school English
text books and many dictionaries of English idioms to select the idioms, to
compare and check the meanings,

2. How to use the Dictionary

2.1 The Alphabetical order
2.1.1 The head word:- The alphabetical order is shown first by a single
word, which we shall call the head word. The head word is printed in capital
letters above all idioms that contain the word.

.. 212 The jdiom: phrases:- The idioms under each head word are listed
in alphabetical order.
22 Yariants and Optional words in the Idiom Phrases:-

One-word variants are shown after the ?mbol(/). This means the word before
the slash may be substituted by the word following, but only if they are both
single words. For example, a cog in the wheel/machine means that one may say
my father is just a cog in the wheel or my father is a cog in the machine.

In the case of optional words in the idiom phrases, words that are often but
not always used in the idioms are shown in brackets. For example, come aw%
(from) means that one may say if the chicken is properly cooked, the meat Wi
come away the bones very easily or if the chicken is properly cooked, the meat will
come away from the bones very easily.

2.3 Definition
Whenever possible, an Amharic equivalent and as many of its synonyms as
possible are provided for the benefit of the learners of English.
The main definition is, wherever possible under the first verb in the idiom
f)hrase. For examfplc, clear one’s mind of is at clear. If the first word is not a verb,
ook under the first noun. If there is no noun look under the first adjective,
adverb, and so on.

i -

2L,"ll-f one entry has multiple meanings, these meanings are separated and
numbered.
Example;
a closed book 1. pLFORL DOC
‘ 2. Quio- hesi: TIL ;031 WY
3. SNPATI TEMSPE
2.3.2. Example sentences

iti i ided. Every effort
finition, an example sentence Is provide
huﬁiﬁlﬁ%ﬁgt&vﬁn@l&eﬁze example sentence as simple as possible.

2.3.3. Cross references der
Hpe first one tells the reader unde
There are two types of cross references. The f ome el e . Tt 15
i il find the definition of the idiom
ffa‘?ﬂﬁff hhesee at.f}?the reader looked up in a cold sweat under the hcag word
cold, he will find the cross reference see at sweat.

i in the idiom phrase.
is the one found under the variant word in t e
InEljg sc:ggn?htewc:t;:s reference is introduced by an a;;;?w ( -'37) Fo‘ro e‘:latllx]q:; hee
under the word shut the rcher will find the idiom shut one's eyes
cross reference -yclose one’s eyes (0.
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fromAtoZ

ABOUT
be about

ABOVE
above all

above and beyond

above one’s station

above someone’s head

A

he Aah T ATA+E

eg. The teacher knew the subject from
AtwZ

1. A¥A he-

eg. Tt was eight o’clock and most of
the towns people were already
about their business.

2. ®y ;1 i@t

eg. Be sure to wrap up well: there is
alot of flue about.

hotef™ QALE NLAAT

eg. He is trustworthy and practical Jut.
above all, very hard-working.

hernaLti+a e

eg. But... above and beyond financial
security, what you should be striving
for this month is personal stardom
and recognition.

See at station

See at head



ABREAST
be abreast of

ABSORBED
absorbed in

ACCIDENTALLY
accidentally on purpose

ACCOUNT
on no account

On one’s own account

ACE

(as) black as the ace of spades
ACROSS

across the board

ACT
act/be one’s age

S@-4F FIKACT KALD FeuCT M1TTE

cg. He takes several learned journals to
be abreast of developments in his field.

om0 TE 19N H* T *1he
eg. They are absorbed in their game,

fOm+Y o1 KPR ovLar

eg. The boy told his father that he had
dropped the radio when he fell on
tlge stairs, but he later admitted to
his mother that he had broken it

accidentally on purpose because he
wanted a new one,

Ny e

eg. I must on no account go out alone
after dark, not evenin a taxi,

ACOT ATA QA

eg. He didn’t work hard for his family’s
sake-he did it on his own account.

0°° TRCI KO+LoL1 ST

A A

eg. They asked for a pay increase of ten

pounds a week across the board.

NIL ARt Y] PIY ey
eg. Sit down and act your age!

act/ptay the fool

act the goat

ADD
add fuel to the fire
add fuel to the flames /fire

add insult to injury

add on

add up to

ADDRESS
address oneself to

AL €A U}

eg. The teacher told the boy to stop acting
the fool and start studying seriously.

A £A U

eg. Stop acting the goat! I want a serious
answer to my question.

1. ONIUE @m0

eg. You should know how to act up.
2. ThéTE TIPT

eg. "You look a bit depressed. Boy -
friend acting up?"

-» add fuel to the flames
anan (FICH SCTTY
¢g. Nothing would help her when she
became worried: words of
encouragenient just added fuel to
the flames.
ANIPCT Ag XC 1281 FaC ST
eg. He said when she arrived that he wished
she had never come, and then added insult
10 injury by refusing to speak to her for the
rest of her visit. :
sqnec: “Tha

eg. Please add on the service charge.

TIAIAT #TETF
eg. Her knowledge of how other people live
doesn’t add up to much.
LT Pt e =5

¢g. When his father died, Paul had to address
himself to the business of earning his
own living.



ADVANCED

advanced in life ~—3 advanced in years
advanced in years/life £LE

AFFECT

affect ignorance of KPE ooy

eg. He affected ignorance of the law.
AFRAID

be afraid of one’s (own) shadow ALY K&C oory

‘

eg. She stays at home all the time and never

makes any new friends-she seems to be
afraid of her own shadow.

AFTER
be after 1. ehtd: TALe:
eg. We are still after the man who
broke into your shop yesterday.
2. m LA o1 ATITT T ARt
eg. There are too many men after the
same job.
AGAINST
against the grain see at grain.

be up against it FC AL 031 AFIC ooAT

eg. You will really be up against itif you
try to park your car in that muddy
field.

up against TORRLT Tehhe
eg. Our local football team was up against
a strong visiting team.
AGE
be one’s age -7 actone’s age.
AGREE

agree to differ e\ [DPT¥: hche A< AN/

eg. My father and my boyfriend had always
disagreed about politics so my mother and I
tried to make them agree to differ just to stop
them arguing all the time.

AHEAD '
ahead of one’s time

dead ahead

AIR
in the air

AIRS
airs and graces

ALERT
be on the alertywatch/look out

ALICE
alice-in-wonderiand

ALL
all and sundry

all down the line
all eyes

allin

all one
all set
all the day long

all told

Padt WADT UALTAA ORYEANA Th
eg. Many scientists are so far are ahead of
their time that they do not receive the
praise they deserve until after they are
dead.

4% AL NdTH

+1eTF oL

ot et
eg. She has lost many friends because of
her airs and graces.

12T (PP AR oUY )
eg. The watchman was on the alert all night.

eATA®EL W38 ¥Ic

See at sundry
See at line
See at eyes

mphymi oona

eg. She was all in after shopping for three
hours.

See at one
See at set
See at day

See at toid
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and
all M@l Axtr
¢g. She had books and papers and all,
atall AXPTI OPCT
eg. 1don’t like him at all.
up someone’s alley ~—37 Up someone’s street
ANIMAL
animal spirits L7 g
eg. The children were full of animal spirits,
ANSWER
answer back 1.h84- #=Ah e=AmT (AFAPI ARAS)
eg. When your mother scolds you, you
shouldn't answer (her) back.
2. o2 KF ®pD mAmF
eg. It is unfair to attack a person in the
newspaper when he can’t answer (you)
back.
answer for

DALYFY eaNL ] s
¢g. [ won't answer for the consequence.
answer to the description (of) SINAT RIS G2 ey
eg. John was arrested because he seemed to
answer to the description of the scaped

prisoner.
ANYBODY
be anybody’s guess See at guess
APPLE
a/the bad/ rotten apple

VAT AAD-Y PA0NAT eoLenAT
eg. Most students are polite and
hard-working but there are a few rotten apples.

‘ 7
an apple of someone’s eye ACH-
eg. Peter is the apple of his mother’s
eye.

the bad apple -3 abad apple
APPLY oo pe SLATE LIS FATTYARIR TIC AL
apply oneself to Py

eg. If you apply yourself to the job inhand,

you will soon finish it.

APPRGPRIATE

appropriate to oneself /one's own use ATAL A&D ALLN w@-AR

¢g. The relatives of the dead man were extremely
angry when they discovered that his executor
had appropriate the Rolls Royce to himself.

appropriate to one’s own use -> appropriate to oneself.
ARCH
arch over ~TLI ~han
eg. The tree on both banks arch over the
water.
ARK
e £LX

out of the ark
eg. That table is out of the ark.
ARM
arm (oneself) against ot w21 NI5T T
eg. It is up to every citizen to understand the
motives of the anarchists in our midst and arm
(himself) against their insidious propaganda.

at arm’s length T Ml MAA

g. She kept him at arm’s length during the
first week.



with one arm behind
one’s back

ARMED
armed to the hilt

armed to the teeth/hilt

ARMS
be/rise up in arms

with open arms

AROUND
be around

ASCENDANT
in the ascendant

ASK
ask after

ask for

ask for it

|

---3» with one hand behind one’s back.

---3> armed to the teeth,

0ne v P /tac mne/

eg. The young soldier was armed to the
teeth and ready to fight,

ohéT1 ewGR el vt

eg. The farmers rose up in arms over the
reduction in the price of milk.
nLn>

eg. Any new ideas were received with open
arms.

MRIE oo > PE oo}

eg. Of course, he’s been around the sports
commentating scene for a good many
years.

WAl ™mI¥hC

eg. After the election, our political party
was once again in the ascendant.

~mnt?l /mTrri QUHY
eg. Don’t forget to ask after your uncle when
you see Marry this afternoon.
onPPi LAY
eg. Don’t hesitate to ask for advice.
1. "1 “het
eg. You're really asking for it by coming
late when your father has told you to be
early.

ask for trouble

ATTEND
attend on/upon

attend to

attend upon

ATTENTION
be at attention

AUGUR
augur ill/well for

augur well for

AVAIL
avail oneself of

of little avail

of noflittle avail

2. @3 L7 AT1TE T14ATE e dAd+h
MM TR/

eg. The young girl was asking for it when
she wore such a short skirt.
AFIC AP awoAT L
Facl ¥t o0

eg. If you touch the apples in that orchard,
you are just asking for trouble.

~3handi em0?d

eg. The two nurses attended night and
day on the dying statesman.

ool emitdl #ThahA

eg. If you go out, who will attend to the
baby?
-3 attend on

NFmId =45°

eg. The men were at attention as the
inspecting officer passed through the ranks.

smes™t TmAhT
eg. The arrival of our crack troops in the
battle area augurs ill for the enemy.
> augur ill for

omest] ®IATA /UHTT AOMLE DEA/

eg. You should avail yourself of every opportunity
to practice your English.

-3 of no avail

T#C KA YO A
eg. Their attempis to explain were of no avail.



/
/
AVENGE
avenge oneself (on) (for) w(l4A] ALC AN .
eg. He swore to avenge himself (on his
enemy) for the insult that had be_en
offered to his name and reputation.
AVYOID
avoid like the plague L .
4 eg. After he came out from prison many
/ of his former friends avoided him like
’ the plague.

1

B

BABES
babes in the wood AL PAAD
eg. You can’t blame them for their mistakes:
they are just babes in the wood in business
matters.
BACK
at the back of DALL PG +mfe
eg. You are at the back of all our difficulties.
at the back of someone’s mind See at mind
back and forth O F OLY ooy
eg. The wind moved the trees gently back
and forth.

behind someone’s back ASAP: NLAmCE Qda-C

eg. A true friend will not say unpleasant
things about you behind your back.
double back -
eg. When making a bed you double the
top edge of the sheet back over the
blankets.
on one’s back o ouge
eg. He was on his back for three days but
is better now.
on someone’s back Fac senci PP
eg. My boss is always on my back.

the back of beyond L3ImCE o9 £A P>
eg. After living in London, this little town
seems like the back of beyond.
BACKBONE
to the backbone AhCIP] AThhA] ANe Y

eg. He is honest to the backbone.



BACKWARDS
backwards and forwards

BAD
abad lot
bad faith

BAG
a bag of bones

a mixed bag

bag and baggage

in the bag

with the bag

BALANCE
on balance

BALL
be on the ball

on the ball

12

anam AN

eg. He decided to change his job because
traveling backwards and forwards
everyday costs him too much money.

see at lot
see at faith

nme* +pH o5 [ao-f
eg. If you don’t eat more yow'll soonbe a
bag of bones.
TP heherh rHanan
eg. She invited a mixed bag of people to
her party.
WP P01 hyesa Air
¢g. They had a bad argument and next day
she left, bag and baggage.
Fhhdi ACor
eg. The meeting went very well and we
knew that the contract was in the bag.
fivs vit
eg. The dinner, performance, etc.wentwith
abag.

M-4-9® KHC AF8E NooldE N 1em17

eg. There is strong opposition but onbalance}
we have a good chance of winning the race.

SAM4ET TR

eg. He's not really on the ball-he letsso, many
chances slip by.
+AMEE Yk daTS

eg. We need someone on the ball for this job.

the ball is in someone’s court

BARGAIN
bargain for

into the bargain

BARK

13

AEN: APae 0T ooy

eg. Well, now you know everything. The ball
is in your court-are you going to dismiss
him or give him another chance?

ajanti aqCni
eg. We didn’t exactly bargain for him turning
up like that, out of the blue.

ta"1e

eg. They bought the flat and the curtains and

carpets into the bargain.

someone’s bark is worse than his bite r’_":" f; W ARUY et nd b

BARS
be behind bars

BAT
bat around

not bat an eye

not bat an eyelid/eye

BATTLE
a running battle

eg. The boss looks really fierce, but I think
his bark is worse than his bite because
he has always been kind to me.

oyy, LT Nt Pleale

eg. The last of the bank-robbers is now
safely behind bars.

eNCi e*hSot
eg. I have been batting around all
morning.

-—-37 not bat an eyelid

&1 AL 39 YIC AAem 03 /PN

tmL 117/ ’
eg. He didn’t bat an eyelid when he was told

his wife was very ill.

PALRCTI PI12AF TFTH] TA

eg. They had a running battle with their
neighbours about who owned the
fence.



battle it out

BE
be-all and all-end

be for it

be for the high jump

be head and shoulders above

be one’s age

BEAM
off (the) beam

on one’s beam ends

BEAR
bear a charmed life
bear ajone’s cToss

bear down

bear fruit

14

AS@DLN APLAT mFIAT ~PLP

eg. This weekend, eight teams battle
it out in the quarter-finals of the
League Cup.

see at end
see at it

-7 be for it
see at head

-3 act one’s age

-4i T | moCRR

eg. The police are off beam in their search
for the criminal.

T 3 AR U

eg. Many organizations are on their beam
ends at the moment because of a lack of
public support.

-7 1ead a charmed life.
mFpL ] R

eg. The poor woman has to bear a (terrible...)
cross-her husband is too ill to work.

-Ms1 Lo T

eg. After much dogged fighting, our troops bore
down all resistance.

am31 oryl ant Mt

eg.... your actions now will bear fruit in November.

bear/keep in mind

bear one’s cross
bear the palm

bear with

BEAT
beat a hasty retreat

beat about the bush

beat down

beat into a cocked hat

beat to his knees

BED
a bed of nails

a bed of roses

a bed of throns/nails

15

MNnFani e

eg. ...half one’s life, perhaps is lived after forty....
Bear it in mind, young man, and it will save you
from most of the worst mistakes.

-3 bear a cross

~TAL e=lAT

eg. Of all the cities of Europe I think that Paris bears
the palm.

a3 mFN
eg. If you will all bear with me for just a few minutes,
I will explain.

~cr] s

eg. The boys beat a hasty retreat after crashing the car
that they had stolen.

Hef ™BCl AC AC 7IAT] N4TF KASSIC
eg. If you've got bad news, don’t beat about the bush.
WNISPII WNIAoCE R4 120/

eg. He wanted eight hundred pounds for his car, but
managed to beat him down to six hundred.

--» knock into a cocked hat.

~5hy
eg. The stresses of business had beaten him to his
knees in middle life. :
-->  abed of thorns

rLAF1 TNAS® LT O T
eg. Marriage is not always a bed of roses, Disagreements
sometimes happen.
AVFDL] g

eg. At any period of history it is the unemployed who
find life to be a bed of thorns.



16
the bed of water (J ]
BEGIN
1o begin with nesEonsfl Neeys
- eg. To begin with, we had very litle support.
BEHIND )
be behind the times see at times
BELIEVE

cannot believe one’s car/eyes Kz MFH® “1a% /OATS- QAT1D- YIC Ne=Ly¥/

eg. 1 was so shocked by what he said, I couldn’t
believe my ears.

: 8
cannot believe one’seyes -> cannot believe one’s ears

BELL

IART Q4
(as) clear as a bell

eg. The whole thing was as clear asa bell tome: 1
had no doubts about what to do.

1 e Fc thant

eg. Even at the age of 80 the old man'’s heart was
as sound as a bell.

as sound as a bell

BELOW
below par see at par
BEND
bend one’s steps -yel oA
eg. When it began to get dark they bent their steps
towards home.

bend/lean over backwards  payFA®Y FUA 1LCT /AtFI
eg. Whenever he was in difficulties his parents

always bent over backwards to help him.
bend the knee ->» bow the knee

BENDED
on bended knee see at knee

17

BENEATH
benecath someone’s dignity see at dignity
beneath one’s breath -> under one’s breath
BESIDE
beside oneself hartC &9 oo} /AN Y/ .
eg. She was beside herself with joy when she
heard the news.
beside the point AT TR thaer ey
eg. Whether John or Patriclost the tape-recorder
is beside the point.
BEST
at the best of time see at time
with the best (of them) Forde Wa¥e 2 NrAl Q0 o3
eg. Though he is only small, he can fight with the best.
BETTER
for better or worse TERRS TmAr
eg. For better or worse, we depend on the miners for
our coal; if they ask for higher wages we really have
to listen to them.
someone’s better half see at half
BETWEEN
be between ourselves/you and me {';‘mg":_’e AT AAL £3CI AA As
eg. "Now, this is strictly between ourselves, but did
you know that David is being promoted next
month?”
be between you and me -> be between ourselves
betwixt and between ho-adre parm
eg.The meal we had at the restaurant was (rather)
betwixt and between = neither very good nor very
bad.
BEYOND
beyond a joke see at joke



beyond one’s ken
beyond question
BIDE

bide one’s time

BIG

3 big cheese
a big noise
a big shot
be big of

big guns

BILL
a clean bill of health

BIRD
a bird’s-eye view

a little bird told me

an carly bird

a rare bird

18

see at ken
see at question

=3t =mld

eg. Mary could not decide whether to walk to work
ar bide her time until the bus came.

see at cheese
see at noise
see at shot
Fc v}
eg. You can use my car this evening:Thank you,
that’s very big of you.
see af gris

MIT1 FAHIAN = TrY TTLIAK FA 227
L2

eg. The doctor gave him a clean bill of health.

1. st smmR Sy
cg.[nthisboekﬁueaumotukesoplya
bird’s-eye view of modern music.
2. ACHT T TP NS
¢g. Flying aver London, he got a good brid’s-eye
view of the city.
£4"T Y% O 112% /HS0¢m-T Anes T/
eg. A little bird told me that they may be getting
married soon.
At 1 Y
eg. He’s quite an early bird; he gets up at six
o'clock every day of the week,
HOTC PPIL L] T7IeTS] toshed OF

eg. You're a rare bird in the village these days.

(as) free as bird

the bird has flown
BIT

a bit of all right

a bit on the side

bit by bit

BITE

19

I AR ey

| eg. He felt as free as bird when he came out of
| prison after six years.

\ 14X MHaC /PLAT A/

1. “1ENRIE MIRAT [+ P2y R3]

\ 2, +h"1“L1 tLree

\ eg. The meal was a bit of all right,
Lo b

I thought my husband might be having a bit

\gntheside.
*0 NdD

eg. As the mist cleared, the house came into sight
bit by bit.

bite off more than one can chew hh®1 h¥fa-# AL <1L¢

bittone’s lip

¢eg. "You have bitten off more thanyou can chew,”
said my brother, when he saw the trouble I was
having with my new business.
AP mhamc] oFa
eg. My father shouted at me for coming in late, but
I bite my lip because I didn’t want to worry my
mgother by having a big argument.

bite/snap someone’s head off g4m wegeys smaga

BITTER
to the bitter end

BLACK
a black look
as black as pitch

in black and white

eg. My mother bite my head off when I came home late
last night.

Mh sl
eg. The two men fought bravely to the bitter end.

see at look
see at pitch

x e
eg. I want your promise in black and white.
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BLANK
a blank cheque see at cheque
BLESSING
a mixed blessing 296 YIC woite T @ F SAS r1.goem
eg. These shoes are a mixed blessing. Although
they look pretty, they hurt my feet.
BLIND
a blind aliey AOLTT tIF I CIFNS .
eg. His present job seemed to be a blind alley.
:thc b]l:zod bath ar Ae rH1%a031 e+LNT oF 1 oS
the blood bath -3 ablood bath
BLOT
blot one’s copybook AehH o) MATLE . ‘
’ eg. He was the teacher’s favorite pupil until he -
blotted his copybook by failing all his examinations.
:lu) ‘l’:’ot and cold 940 PoHC Mo 8.8 OF eTAY/
ow

irlfri 1d about going to the
*® hcgegln::l.m(;:g ;l;:tl:o :ha::ac: keen to g%), the next
she wanted us to stay at home.
wpmT] SCLE - )
¢g. My wife blew her top when she discovered that
1 had allowed the cake to burn.
9L =te-AFi “IOAT
eg. The discovery of these private letters has blown
the politician's plans wide open.
¢bs awal AT FILD
plow he oo ' eg. Let'sgofora walk to blow the cobwebs away.
ramc 1ot tomel
ebody else’s invitation card to g
eg.i:::etgcs?::ny, a:d nobody would have known
if my brother had not blown the gaff.

blow one’s top

blow (wide) cpen

blow the gaff

21

BLUE
a blue funk 0+ AFCYT =Pr
eg. I'was in a blue funk when my employer called me
into his office.
be out of the blue ALFNI AL o1 ALNT 0P AT eea-nF
eg. His arrival was all the more pleasant for being
completely out of the blue.
BLUFF

bluff one’s way out of hT7+1 S L Ava-a NG PEOCRC
eg. The criminal is trying to bluff his way out of the
. whole thing.
BOAT

in the same boat RIZ ALHT U3F 0T o)

eg. When I told her how poor I was she said that she
was in the same boat. :

BODY
in a body NAILYTE AT
eg. The workers went in a body to see their employer.
BOIL
boil over A" eepmF 1 ohdt
eg. John was boiling over and it was soon clear why;
nobody had told him of our plans to move house.
BOLT

a bolt from the blue ENHTE PRSI
g. I had only recently seen my friend in a restaurant.

The news of his death came as a bolt from the blue.
BONE

a bone of contention hamFoE] Khehe vl

eg. Wages are always a bone of contention in our
house.
(as) dry as a bone nmy* gc¥

eg. The ground was very hard and as dry as a bone.
bon idle/lazy NS De 1108

eg, Why don’t you go out and get a job? You're bone
idie, that’s your trouble.
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bone | bone idle
azy -

bone up (on) TAR TST 1LCT AMrhct mhmdt

eg. I must bone up on my Italian if we are going abroad

for a holiday.
BONES
the bare bones *S1 AMC
eg. I just want to know the bare bones of the matter.
BOOK

a closed book 1. t712. 309 haoC

eg. Modern scientific methods are a closed book
to me.
2. Wil Aemp tILFORT T
eg. The rest of the family are very friendly but the
youngest boy is a closed book.
3. tMPATE tEmSPe

eg. As far as I am concerned the affair is a closed
book.
i4oeatihi ah-A

eg. In my book, Johnsomn, you are a liar!

in someone’s book

BOOT
the boot is on the other foot/teg rHANeT e

eg. Soon after I went to work for another company,
my old boss came to me begging for a job. Now 1
am his boss, and the boot is on the other foot.

to boot nieP AL 0PI
eg. It was a long film and an uninteresting one to
boot.
BORE

bore to death/tears A9 FAFFT ovFh

eg. This play’s boring me to death.

bore to tears - bore to death
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BORN
in all one’s born days aueat 4oy
eg. I've never seen such a sight in all my born days!
BOSOM
bosom friend/pal £2CA ALY FameT
eg. Jimmy Carde was the bosom friend of Mor.
BOTHER
bother one’s head -» trouble one’s head
BOTTOM

at/from the bottom of one’s heart  haqi ha3EF
eg. I love you ffom the bottom of my heart.

from the bottom of one’s heart -->» at the bottom of one’s heart
BOUND
I'll be bound . ACTINT ¥F

eg. You won't see him after you have lent him
the money he wants, I'll be bound!

BOW
bow/bend the knee Fie Maet
eg. You can’t expect a prince to bow the knee to
an ordinary man.
BOY
a nasty boy oot
the old boy/boys’ setwork Niteg UL

eg. I think the only way to get a good job is
through the old boy network.

the old boys’ network ~» the old boy net work
BRAND
brand new hah
eg. This car is brand new. 1 bought it yesterday.
BREAD

the best thing since sliced bread - the greatest thing since sliced bread
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BREADTH
a hair’s breadth ame Fcn
eg. After the car raced past us we realized

that it had been only a hair’s breadth away
from us.

BREAK

break fresh ground - break new ground.

break in upon

=0T MINLTI <Toh
€g. A sudden noise from outside broke in
upon his day-dream.
ALD NIC ~€mCl w0 T
eg. The scientist broke new ground in his
book about rare minerals.
00T st
eg. I'm not going to break my back working
for such low wages.
02T SlLH mmPaA

eg. His face had now broken out in a rash of
red and purple blotches.

break new/fresh ground

break one’s back

break out in

break someone’s fone’s heart T /Ay

eg. The sailor had broken the hearts of many
girls in different countries,

break someone’s neck -ILA
eg. I'll break your neck if you don’t stop
playing those drums!
break the back of AT DT o8 il ThEe)
g. We hoped to break the back of building the
garden wall by the weekend,
break the bank

S /T N"LLATS @ 22C/

eg. I heard that you broke the bank at Monte Carlo
last week-Yes I won 100,000 pounds.
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ML U

eg. I was nervous when [ was introducf:d to
Sally, but she broke the ice by offering me
a drink and soon we were dancing together.

break the ice

eC [earon i/
eg. He broke the news to his wife as ‘
gently as he could that he had lost all his
fortune through the failure of the bank.

to break the news to person

BREATH

a breath of fresh air nmy KhgaT

eg. The young child was like a breath of fresh
air to its parents.

below one’s breath -3 under one’s breath
under/below/beneath one’s breath  AdhiFhF

eg. When I demanded an explanation for his bad
behavior, he said something under his breath
and quickly left the room.
BREATHE
be able to breathe WP AL LS
eg. We were in a small boat during the
storm, but it stopped after an hour and we
were able to breathe again.

to breathe one’s last prp xS
BREED
breed like rabbits MPCPT] N AL

eg. The people who are starving have the'
solution in their own hands-stop breeding

like rabbits.
BRIGHT '
a bright spark see at spark
bright and breezy 20T

eg. She was a bright and breezy sort of girl.



bright and early

BRING
bring along

bring back to life

bring/drive home

bring home (to)

bring home the bacon

bring in on

bring into being /existence

bring into the open

bring into the world
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ALYt amy
eg. He got up bright and early.

“ImShCl "ML+ -3
€g. We are trying to brin
e g along one
promising young swimmeri oo
I8 A
eg. I couldn’t bring him back to life.

MI-CTT M IAK] Yhoy

eg. He qid it in order to drive home the fact
that inflation hurts every one.

TADF “NTIIN

eg. These programmes do much to bring home
to people the serious risks of smoking,

MELT emFA

eg. t1)\;{y boss tol:d me that if I brought home the
con on the new cont i
o e ract [ would be given

AILATE #1847

eg.bPeopLe most likely to be affected must be
rought in on our proposal
beginning, proposals from the

Lt tad WL VA 3 I YV,

€g. An information bure.
: au was, brought ini
existence to deal with inquiries. ghtinto

TAbl L4 ML

eg.Ifyou ha'd not allewed him to make that
speech, this matter need never have been
brought into the open.
AR evaepg
eg. 'm bringing anoth ild i
o g er child into the

bring out of his shell

bring out the big guns

bring out/up theione’s big guns

bring the curtain down
bring the house down

bring to blows

bring to himself

bring to his feet

bring to his knees
bring to its/his knees

bring to light
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AELT] AESHCYT  ArAAdr]
AMAFTOD L4

eg. It will take all of your patience and tact
to bring John out of his shell.
- bring out one’s big guns.

hetT roFE TR LT Jarmnis/

eg. The card game had been going badly for
him, 5o he decided to bring up his big guns
and played his highest card.

- ring the curtain down
AL FemANTD IRE LTI RIRN
e} A
eg. I used to bring the house down with this
one,
Aot KhMA
eg. The question of who should sit next to
the guest of honour practically brought
the two of them to blows.
AP AIAENTEA IRET
eg. The mention of a name brought him
to himself,
AL QRATFRE 41 o1tC
e.g It was finally a remark of Edith’s that
brought him to his feetina rush of anger.

- bringto its knees
AN MRV
eg. Our enemies will succeed in bringing
out country to its knees unless we join
together against them.
24 oMt
eg. The people of Europe were shocked when
some of the war crimes were brought to light.



to bring to mind
bring up the big guns

bring up the hard way
bring up the rear

BROKEN
broken sleep

BRUSH
brush aside

brush to one side

BRUST
brust a blood vessel

brust out of

BUCK
buck one’s ideas up

BUG
4s snug as a bug in a rug
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“Mh>on
- bring out one’s big guns

MFLL NP1 NIR L2 92 79

¢g. Father believed in bringing us up the
hard way,

QL mpemy fompy

eg. Two women and a man came into the
room-the man brought up rear.

Aehhte e=Saqll T%oT ea0T N1RAG

“TNIAAT TIhA+PI mic
eg. The enemy column brushed aside our
defense and advanced south,

02 MAomdmdi haosena

eg. I tried to give him some advice, but he
brushed all my suggestions to one side.

NF 5o o] mwpmy

eg. When I asked my boss for more wages, he
almost brust a blood vessel.

PR EpNLAT oy

¢g. All the children were brusting out of their
school uniforms and there was no money to
buy them new ones.

IR dATS. woipy

eg. If he hopes to keep his Jab, he will have to buck

his ideas up a bit,

™

eg. Our new house is wonderful, It’s nice and

warm and makes you fee] as snug as a bug
inaryg.

BUILD
build up

BUNCH
a bunch of fives

BURN
burn oneself out

burn (itself) out

burn the candle at both ends

burn to a frazzle

burn to death

BURNING

a burning question
BURY .
bury (oneself) in

bury one’s face (head in)
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Anetel "HeTEE

i fficient reserves
eg. The banks have bul!;i\sxp suffi
to cope with the crisis.

am.! RN .
’ I'll give you
eg. If you don’t behave better 't g
bunch of fives.
203 #8T1 oAl FIC AL amap

i i ing work,
eg. If you don’t give up this evening
you’ll burn yourself out.
ompéT1 oondh INAT

the theater we
hen we got back from ! '
egi:o\\):"nd that the fire had burned itself out

w7l @TLT ONT U oen
i Have you
look very tired today.
& ‘{)?Lgning the candle at both ends?
nPmil "NLC
eg. | cooked tﬁe meat for too long andwhen

1 took it out I found that it had been burnt

to a frazzle.
A "Tﬁ' o173

to death.
eg. Three people were burned to
see at question

ol NAIL YIC AR “1+hC uriedin
; he’s burie
. eg."Don’t disturb your father; he’s
the crossword.
ATt L1 o th

ied his
sat down and buried
& Seua{! in the bed clothes.
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bury the hatchet Lo 1 e L I 2

eg. After their long argument my brothers
have at last buried the hatchet.

BUSINESS
be none of someone’s business MM Mmemany
eg. May I ask how old you are,Miss? - My age
is none of your business.
BUST
eg. He’s been staying up at night, busting a gut
over all the work he has to do, -
BUSY
a busy bee R )
eg. She is, it seems, a very busy bee.
BUTTER

butter both sides of one’sbreag AT A emer

eg. He’s buttering both sides of hjs
bread-he works for ys during the day and
has a job with another company during the

evening,
BUTTON
(as) bright as a button oy
¢g. My little daughter’s as bright as a button,
button one’s lip WL o7 *A¥

¢8.I'm trying to listen to the radio-either button
your lip or get out of the room!
button up CEFAT] ImSed

eg. Lhaven't said a word about it yet and I shan’t,
not till it’s all buttoned up.
BUY
buy apigina poke A7PYbd Agaomigre | AN DA ewepy

eg- Both his last two cars have broken down
and the man from the garage says they're
not worth repairing - he always seems to
buy apigina poke and never learns from
his mistakes.

buy off

buy up

BY
by and by

by and large

by the by

ATl e LAML *TFAM .
eg. If you are trying to buy me off, I'm afraid
you've come to the wrong person.

APl AEFA

¢g. All the land for miles around has been
bought up by one speculator,

+h N+h

eg. By and by, it got lighter as we came to the
end of the tunnel.

see at large

x2m,



CAKES
cakes and ale

CALL
call a spade a spade

call it a day

call off

call on

call someone’s bluff

call the shots

call to account

call to mind
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C

KhgAF
eg. A farmer’s life is not all cakes and ale.

148 5C

eg. The old man hates long fancy words - he
has always called a spade a spade.

omin
eg. I think I'll call it a day and go home.
Gl LT
eg. As we were getting too far from our base,
I decided to call my men off.
Lt

eg. Our representative will call on you in the
course of the next week.

NIRLLOITE NIRLAL M1L41
eg. Mike had often said he could swim 3 miles,
s0, we decided to call his bluff and make him
prove it.
a$mnC (2CLTH 033D
eg. Who calls the shots in your home - you or your
wife?

MLfT “1*1F Ot
eg. The manager was called to account over some
missing cash.
AFenl o St

eg. Do you know her telephone number? "I
ought to, but I can’t quite call it to mind."

call up

CALM
a dead calm

CAN
in the can

CAP
to cap/top/crown it all

CAPITAL
a capital punishment

a capital sentence

CAPTAIN

be the captain of one’s soul

CARBON
a carbon copy

CARDINAL

the cardinal points
CARDS

on the cards

CARE
not care a damn
not care a darn
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hah smLop
eg. I tried to call you up last night, but no one
answered the phone.

OTI LT FA

LA MY
eg. Our boss was very pleased because the new
contract was in the can.

nemsq

¢g. To cap it all, I received in November a polite
notice explaining the present crisis, fromone
of the largest firms in London area.

T O

T §CLL PMT

&0y e=3mc
eg. I am the captain of my soul.

AL 92

eg. The little girls are a carbon copy of their
mother.

Rherh "HST (AL RO F°0&-¥1 7 0¢-N)

LU 1LRLT

eg. It’s on the cards that they will buy a house
soon.

—~> not give a damn
--» not give adamn



CARPET
the red carpet

on the carpet

CARRY
carry back (to)
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AT A+NAT ARNhi

¢g. We will have to get out the red carpet when
such an important person comes to visit us.

0Ll 0

eg. His boss had him on the carpet for arriving late
at work.

Foht > edhdh

eg. The sound of seagulls carried me back to my
childhood holidays at the seaside.

carry everything /the day LA 84T

carry it off

carry on

carry on with

carry the banner for

carry the can

carry the day
carry through

¢g. In the struggle with superstation, education if
linked with true religion should carry the day.

I ML
eg. My remark had obviously annoyed her. I tried
freely to carry it off,
mtmhl MASIREP
eg. Please carry on as usual.
AAIST PATAMLI 1BC 1o mpet

eg. Isn't it shocking! Everyone knows that Mary’s
husband is carrying on with the woman next door.
o

eg. There are very few restaurants left that still carry
the banner for properly cooked English food.
YALYE ®@AL (WA 7¢)
eg. | always had to carry the can for my younger
brother when he broke anything.

— carry everything
omSPPl hHl mLLh] LA
¢g. These aims will be carried through to the end.
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carry with one SaFoni T "AT

eg. I shall always carry with me the memory of
that child’s tortured face.

to carry/gain one’s point A e F ¥ FIUCT mendt

eg. All reformers find it most difficult to get
people to give up a long-standing custom. But
they carry their point in the end.

CASE
a hard case n1A1l ALT BCYT AART
eg. You shouldn’t annoy him. He is a real hard case.
in any case
CASH £ Y
cash in one’s chips
CAST : ~r
cast/throw in one’s lot wit S8 PFhC

eg. He left his first job and decided to
throw in his lot with a new company.

cast in someone’s face - throw in someone’s teeth
cast in someone’s teeth - throw in someone’s teeth
cast/put/throw into the shade AL RIALANT RIRLTICH MR 4
‘ eg. The two ladies threw my gitls quite into
the shade.

castfrunan/ one’seye over g4 g go@ mesl AT WMT ARCY OFDA
T

eg. Just run your eyes over these papers
and give me your opinion.

cast one’s eye over -3 cast an eye over



cast one’s eyes/eye over

cast out

cast round for

cast up (on)

CASTLES
castles in the air

CAT

let the cat out of the bag
CAT’S
be the cat’s whiskers

CATCH
catch in the act

catch on (with)

catch on the hop

catch on the raw
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14E 148 T1RETE NT22% AATITI |

Ahowangang;
eg. It isn’t enough just to cast your eyes over a
second-hand car that you are thinking of
buying.
“MLCT MO LT Thomy
eg. The old animals were cast out from the herd.
LA~

eg. I cast round for a reasonable excuse to leave

my guests.
MO0 ThIF+1 eshoe] swdpA

eg. The shipwrecked sailors were cast up on the
shore of a desert island.

TUEE CIL0Y PP PUAT =

eg. The government is making the public believe
in castles in the air.

24 "oy

CTI N1k ooy

eg. My new secretary thinks she is the cat’s |

whiskers though she is no better than
the last one,

AE h&1E e py
eg. The police caught the thieves in the act,
TORE o +e0LYT T
eg. The president’s idea of rapid fire legislation

has not caught on the congress,
ALHIET ALMLTC P (P44TD)

€g. He was caught on the hop when his wife
came home before he had finished digging
the garden.
-»  touchon the raw

catch on the wrong foot

catch someone’s fancy
catch someone’s eye

catch up on

CAVE
cave in

CAVIAR
caviar to the general

CERTAIN
of a certain age

CERTAINTY
adead certainty

CHAIR
to be in a chair

CHALK

(as) different as chalk and cheese
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ARFONT PAUTESF

eg. I'd lend you as much as you wanted,
but I am afraid you've caught me on the
wrong foot - I've left all my money athome.

-3 ticklé someone’s fancy

07117 a1
eg. He tried to catch her eye. She turned
towards him....

ospDT] <h+hha (axntanfi

fho=AhhT)
eg. I think his past is beginning to catch up
on him.

ogCeeh] oL
eg. The roof of the mine caved in as a result of
the explosion.

T4l mPL /Ate.o Y

eg. The writer considered that many of his books
-were (just) caviar to the general.

Mra 2 /add/

eg. One sometimes sees women of a certain
age who are still very beautiful.

ACmY
eg. It is a dead certainty that this man will be
adjudged guilty.

APHICE ANAN, U (AN

0509 PILmANA

eg. I was blue-eyed, with thick flaxen hair like
my parents... as different from my half-brother,
Ned, as chalk from cheese.



CHANCE
chance one’s arm

CHANGE
change into

change hands
change one’s tune
change out of

change place (with)

change round (from)(to)

CHAPTER -
chapter and verse

CHARITY
(as) cold as charity

CHEAP
(as) cheap as dirt
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foomp- 9% JA- DN}

eg. The doctor decided to chance his arm and try to
write a book on medicine.

oemJHCT euCHC
eg. Could you change this fifty pence into five ten’s
for me please?
~420C (MALTT YAZ)
eg. That house has changed hands several times in
the last few months.
Y401 @Ay owdPCi smpAST
eg. Do you agree with my idea now? You've
changed your tune since yesterday.
opaTt merC (AND)
eg. Let’s go for a walk. “All right, I'll just change
out of these old things.”
SAPOTI P ErC (amformy 01 DAY
eg. Let me change places with you.
#$rC1 mADT (T15D APTR)
eg. The wind suddenly changed round from

westerly to northerly, bringing with it the
threat of snow.

HCUC p2 I TRL

eg. You must give me chapter and verse for your
charge that he has been stealing.

e +2194
eg. It was cold as gharity in my room last night.

chil

eg. These apples are as cheap as dirt during
the summer.

CHECK
check through

CHEEK
cheek by jowl

CHEESE
a big cheese
cheese it!

the/a big cheese

CHEQUE
a blank cheque

CHEW
chew the cud

CHICKEN -~
a chicken - hearted fellow

chicken feed e

chicken out/out of
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o] PP 4T

eg. Please check through the laundry and
then put it away.

FC4 A¥CH

eg. People live cheek by jowl, but don’t
necessarily mix....

- the big cheese
1. Arari T

eg. Cheese it, boys, I can hear someone
coming!
2. #T DAL NCF
eg. Chease it, Robert! I want to listen to this
record.
M1 AL =)
eg. I took my first trip to the west driving the
family car - I was the big cheese behind the
wheel.

L8
eg. The government were given a blank cheque
to recognize education,
oMt AS-LLT TN
eg. He sat for a long time chewing the cud
before he made a decision.
FAMMDE L2

T FTEL 20 tALS-

eg. Your rent is chicken feed in comparison
with mine,
~Lhrl "‘M"H M T

eg. They feared that their allies would chicken
out at last moment.
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chicken out of --%» chicken out
CHILLED

chilled/frozen 1o the bone/ marrow  APNSRI AICE #oaT

eg. They missed the bus and had to walk
three miles through the snow. They

arrived chilled to the bone and verytired.

chilled to the marrow --% chilled to the bone.

CHIP

chip on the shoulder -3 chip on one’s shoulder

chip on one’s/ the shoulder o] LG

€g. His own particular chip on the shoulder was
his poor background.
someone’s a chip of the old black ~ A3& Ah FAL Ay oourg,
CHIRPY
as chirpy as cricket see at cricket
CHOICE

Hobson’s choice WD I

eg. It was Hobson’s choice in the election as
there was only one man to vote for,

CHOKE
choke the life out of TEC RIS i8N
eg. He grasped her by the throat and started to
choke the life out of her.
CHOKED
choked up (about) CRe ] ATY
eg. “What’s wrong with old Carstairs this
morning?”Oh, he’s all choked up about
Gerald being promoted over him.
CHOP
chop and change eLICT @APDT [ROCT FAYY]

eg. You never know what he is going to do next
- he’s always chopping and changing.

di-

CHUCK
chuck oneself away on NI SIRTY
eg. He was a fool to chuck himself away on
such a frivolous woman.
chuck up ot mhbP
eg. John just chuck up his job at the factory
and said he intended never to work again.

CHUMP
off one’s chump +Al h
eg. He does such foolish things that he must
be completely off his chump.

CHURCH
(as) poor as a church mouse AN Bh

eg. She is going to marry a perfect hog

of a millionaire for the sake of her father,

who is as poor as a church mouse.
CIRCUMSTANCE
to be in easy circumstance Nea+1 ¥ ~§C
CIVVY
in civvy street ATA

eg. I'm a soldier now but when I was in civvy
street I worked in a factory.
CLAP
clap/set/lay eyes on oy
eg. I haven’t clapped eyes on many of my friends

for several years.
CLAPPERS N
like the clappers nme aFTY

eg. He ran like the clappers to escape from the
police. .

CLASS :
be in a class of one’s/ its own tHAAL TAP U}

eg. The young runner who won the last race is
in a class of his own.

; )
be in a class of its own --> beinaclass of one’s own



class with

CLEAN
clean down

clean out/out of

clean out of
clean {oneself) up

CLEAR
clear off

clear one’s mind of

clear one’s/ someone’s name

clear out/ out of

clear out of
clear someone’s name
clear the deck (s)
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KRIL RRCY omom LIl emSALA

eg. I object to being classed with unskilled
labourers.

AL YIC ARPC 18511 smDA®L
eg. My mother always insists on cleaning the
whole house down at least once a month,
THi ®=@.iN] 02 =3l
eg. I haven’t a penny left; buying all those
books has completely cleaned me out.
-3 clean out :
Ll 2|
eg. Just give me five minutes to clean myself
up.

®CTi WL Ao Mt
eg. When the man saw the policeman, he
cleared off as fast as his legs could carry him.
hRSPC T enCo] onf-me

eg. The jury were told that in considering their

verdict they must clear their minds of all
feelings of repugnance for the behaviour of the
accused during the trial.
OFTENT AAeUYY 11T

eg. He offered his resignation. And it was
accepted.... He feels he has nothing to hide.
He is determined to clear his name.

(g S T
eg. You would better clear out of here before
you cause anymore trouble.
-3 clearout
—~Y clear one’s name
WK o~y

eg. Clear the decks! There is going to be a fight.

clear up

CLEFT
in a cleft stick

CLOSE
close/near at hand

close/shut one’s eyes to

too close for comfort

CLOSED

a closed bock
CLOTHES

in long clothes

CLOUD
under a cloud

on cloud nine
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1. 1A MILL TCMé 174
¢g. 1 decided to go and see him and get the
point cleared up quickly, before trouble

arose.
2. &A1 19 U}
¢g. The weather was bad early this morning but
it cleared up before ten o'clock.

ARONYH IS ASRLT SFIC

eg. The poor man found himself in a cleft stick.
He had to work late at the office, but he had
also promised to meet his wife at a restaurant
at 7 o'clock.

®einl W

eg. The examinations are close at hand.
203 OLT PADE SPAA (THhe AT
eg. The director chose to close his eyes
to the mistakes that were made in order to
prevent trouble.
¥ WELD (PTLENLE YIC)

eg. The examinations are getting too close for
comfort. I really must do some work.

see at book

AR

eg. I have known him since he was in long clothes.

rcmMe

¢g. Though the police could not prove the man's
guilt, he remained under a cloud for several
weeks.
AMye AT eI
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CLOVER
in clover AFr¥r agat

' eg. After they won the competition they were

in clover for the rest of their lives.
CLUB
in the club M
eg. He has put several young girls in the club.

COAST

the coast is clear KLID1 96 ha kAl AOPLA

eg. You can come out now, the coast is clear.

COCK
cock a snook at ‘l‘ﬁf; i .,-,m-’l', L Lle
eg. Now that he has left school he thinks he
can cock a snook at all the teachers.
(the) cock of the walk KAST FOAL
eg. That boy was cock of the walk until my
brother beat him in a fight.
COG

a cog in the wheel/machine tel MIALYT 0 AL £AUY

eg. My father is just a cog in the wheel
and has few responsibilities.

a cog in the machine --> acog in the wheel

COIN
coin it (in) ORPC L M THIN TTFF
eg. He works for the most important film
company in America - he must be coining it (in).
COLD
(as) cold as charity see at charity
(as) cold as marble see at marble

in a cold sweat see at sweat
out in the cold DT ™A
eg. Some workers were left out in the cold in the

COLLAR

hot under the collar

COLOUR
a dead colour
colour up

fast colour
off colour

under colour of

COME
come a cropper

€ome across

come along/on

come and go

-45-

wCRR] oI

eg. She got very hot under the collar during her
last examination, but then become calm
towards the end.

L7 FALH CRNHN $AT°
LT s oA (127008 AFCYT)
eg. She coloured up at the mention of the young

man’s name.
-y 171LAP +AT

1. oy

eg. He felt off colour so he didn’t go to work.
2. Y€ U YIC £LEF T (FAL)

eg. The jokes he told were off colour.
A... 071011 AL ANA

eg. They dismissed him from his job under colour
of saving the company’s money.

_enpgz K@ALY (i)

eg. One of his riders came cropper when his horse
refused to jump the last fence.
‘1, e=AAST OAFF NTR THIO THITE
eg. The preacher spoke for a long time but I am
afraid his meaning did not come across.
2. »ym1 eoah

¢g. He owes me five pounds, but I'm afraid he
will never come across.
£m3¥ FATE
eg. Come along Arthure; we can’t wait all dayl
0¥ O 14T
eg. Hair styles come and go but long hair is always
popular,
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come /fall/ break apart at the seams MSAFT 49022 RAery

cg. I had planned to go to the football match with
my friends but when one of them became ill the
whole arrangement began to fall apart at the seams.
#OITL MM (WMche NAA)
eg. John’s opposed to our ideas at present, but in
time he’ll come around.
AL AR
eg. If the chicken is properly cooked, the meat willcome
away from the bones very casily.
1. ®maT+] edpeq
¢g. | moved my car out of the way so that the
heavy lorry could come by,
2. 71TFY g
.. ¢g. Jobs were not so easy to come by when I was
a boy as they are now.
T MECHC #1ICT 12N4T to-mt
eg. He had lost the money betting on a horse race,
but had to come clean when his wife found out.
come down in buckets /sheets N72A =ML AE ewip:

come around/round (to)

come away (from)

come by

come clean

-» come down in buckets
SA\FI}L SN IN] hg 4 Y

eg. Poor old George has come down in the world
since his business failed,

come down in sheets
come down in the world

come down on THHAL LAY ey
eg. He came down on the driver of the car for
heavy damages.
come down to earth BLIBYH] 1hA AP evep)

eg. The lovers are living in a kind of dream world;
but one day they’ll come down to earth.
OLAHIZNT emampf

eg. Modern society may have come full circle; if
oil becomes scarce we may have to return to
carlier forms of heating and travel,

come fuil circle

come hell or high water

come home

come in for
come in handy
come in on

come in pat

come in with

come into

ome into line (with)
Come into the open

‘ome into play
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tenre: 0
g. He is determined to finish the job come hell or
high water.
T MR sy
¢g. She didn’t say a word while I was pointing out
her mistakes, but [ think it came home because
as s00n as | had finished she started to do the
whole job again.
M1 Aot ean
8. The young artist's pictures came in for a great
deal of attention,
o7l AL
¢g. Don’t throw those old jars away; they may come
in handy one of these days.
#2CATMIA ey}
¢g. 1f you want to come in on the venture, you must
decide quickly,
FATI®Y 2+ 1L evgic
¢g. “I wonder where Elleen lives?” said Mary; and
her five-year-old sister came in pat with the
answer: “At 23 Rose Gardens.”
AMAL+AFL owry
€g. You can come in with us if you can put up five
hundred pounds. "~ -
~ogh
¢g. She came into a fortune when her uncle died,

~h17H] g :
¢g. He is not the sort of man to come easily into line
with the rest of his colleagues,
WKL L4 =) ho-vb7 AR ~ec

g. Why don’t you come into the open and say
exactly what’s on your mind?

ONILIR MAT] eeappql mc

eg. All kinds of forces come into play when a
nation’s vital interests are threatened.
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come into prominence FPRYTT AITY
eg. He suddenly come into prominence as a result
of his refusal to obey the party line on the

nationalization of steel.
come into the world PrIY
come it with --» come it over
come it over/with hAAG: CTTAL TLAAT @il 3 tT1 o td

eg. Just because he earns more than I do he tries to
come it over me whenever we meetl.
come of age ARPOR KA/ HPY SR 1 ¥R TP
eg. When she comes of age, she will be able'to do
what she likes with the money her father left her.
come off it! [ ]
eg. Oh, come off it, Colonel. We have heard this
many times before.

come on --3 come along
come out of eAdP1 ®TATA WFIC/
¢g. He has come out of all his difficulties.
come round 219" 1 =TA
¢g. This man has had a severe illness but is coming
round again.

come rain or {come) shine ¢z 10 U2
eg. Come rain or shine, you'll always find him
in the pub every Friday night.

come round{{o) -5 come around (10)

come short - fall short )

come the old soldier —> play the old soldier

come through 1. eTAl ®AY WET WTLE

2. ®$FT JadAN.../
eg. I was just leaving the office when Robert came
through on the phone from London.
come to a climax el heAT RCK AL o&Ch
eg, Their argument came to 2 climax when she thr
a plate at him.

|

come to a head

come to an end

come to grief

come to hand

come to heel

come to life

come to light

come to nothing

come to oneself
€0me to pass

[
Ome to someone’s rescue
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Arnlliar £oX eegon
eg. He allows his spiteful feelings to come to 2 head,

PRLYT WETLoLE AL il

eg. We are all relieved that the month i
-old
seems to be coming to an end. strike
~hil&

¢g. The plans to kill the president cam i
the secret organization was disc et plenig
‘ overed by th i
o by the police.
eg. His letter came to hand yésterday.
~3unl AL A%

eg. He had only to speak cne word i
come to heel at once. v andbis dog would

Y 10
eg. When he came to life be found hi i
h ‘ mself i
unfamiliar bed in a strar, e white room. e
£t ot wiay
eg. He was ashamed when his gui
o o is guilty secrets came
'i"-!‘ld-f 7801 &3 AAN
eg. His thoughts about buying a car came to

not]:ing when he found out how much it would
cost.

Tl NIRECO- swpp}
LY ewgs9

-~3»  come to the rescue

Come /go to the/someone’s frescue ~CEYF [FC odr 24y

“Ome to the simething

¢g. Our car wouldn’t start, but a friend came to

our rescue and drove us home.
R 92YF1 far1 KATTES HOC K-

eg. Whether you drink beer or whisky, it comes to the

samething; most of what you
o a
Government, Youpmgocs tothe



come to this

come to terms

come to terms with

come up against

come up for

the hard way .
e e.g 1 came up the hard way: my father died before

come up with

how come...?

COMMON
as common as muck
common-or-garden

COMPARE
compare notes
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KL 22X e AL opsh .
eg. I never thought things would come t0 this.
AP AR o ECh] Ll lAd '
eg. When your parents start quarreling you should try
10 help them to come t0 terms.

 pegl NIV MR
eg. As Chris Kingsley says, “Man will have to come 10
terms with his environment.” .
LriAal PV L .
eg. Not for the first time her will came up against her
husband’s.
n+toARLT o1l e Tl '1'fﬁ'-
eg. Members of the faculty come up for election to the
Board of Studies every two years.
mhel Qe 0T TIE

[ was born, and 1 had to leave school when I was twelve.
AsAP] mETL T .
¢g. Scientists will have to come up with new methods
of increasing the world’s food supply.
ISTR SN ol .
eg. Can you tell me how come he won't speak to you?

see at muck

+é g t1teld . .m i
¢g. She has no particular responsn\gﬂmets. she is simply
a common-or-garden shop assistant.

7o SATOT

eg. Tt would be interesting to compare notes with
someone who has also been to New York.
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COMPOUND -~
compound the felony v327%7 N9

eg. I was already late for work when I compounded
the felony by leaving some important papers

on the train.

CONDITION P
out of condition

eg. He knew that he was out of condition from sitting

for so long in the office without exercise.

CONDUCT
conduct away (from) ~0cCT ot

eg. The hecklers were conducted away from the hall

at the request of the Chairman.

COOKING

what is cooking? 3 11 7 Hime

eg. What is cooking? Why is everyone suddenly so
quiet?
COOL
as cool as a cucurmber
cool one’s heels
CORNER

out of the corner of one’s eye

see at cucumber
~> kick one’s heels

neny

eg. I'm assured by the waiter that it’s Vermicelli
but I keep glancing out of the corner of
my eye to see if it moves.

COST
cost an arm and a leg Ay 2o =oAL NPD S +AT
eg. That new car must have cost (him) an arm and
aleg.
cost /pay/ the earth i ?2 1Ot oL o}

eg. Artichokes, sweet corn asparagus,little courgette
marrows-the kind of thing that costs the earth in
the shops.
PA%Y 1o}

eg. He found to his cost that being a director of the
company meant a great deal of worry and
responsibility.

to one’s cost
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COSTS
at all costs N9*3" Y121 tmma- (L omm
eg. She wanted at all costs to avoid an argument
with her father because he had been so ill.
COUNT

can count on one’s fingers el @FA /TEF o/
eg. A few weeks ago he could have counted his winners
on his fingers, Now, he has passed the thirty mark.

COUNTER
under the counter nea* i
eg. During the war many of the goods we can now

buy openly in the shops were only sold under

the counter,
COVER
cover up LNF AL
¢g. There are too many people in this office trying
to cover up the mistakes of the past few years.
COWS

until the cows come home -> till the cows come home
till/until the cows come home  pgapowi Ahhorm A

eg. She loves sewing and would quite happily make
clothes till the cows come home.

CRACK
(the) crack of dawn e Nt
eg. ... 'd planned to have an early night, since Guy
Jones was to collect me at crack of dawn
the following day....
CRADLE
from the cradle haZr Erc

eg. We have known each other from the cradle.
from the cradle to the grave hALT Adh T

eg. In this country the government looks
after you from the cradle to the grave.
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CRAWL .
crawl to SPANMI THIZE! o gt
eg. The manager lost the respect of his staff when
i they saw him crawling to the chairman.
crawl with 93 epu1 ewmgn
eg. The fields are crawling with mice and other
pests.
CREATE
create a (big) stick about raise a (big) sti
geate 2 -y a (big) stink about
up the creek 1. F1C orivr M1 =y
eg. Th'ey are up the creek with their new
machines because nobody knows how they work.
2. v
eg. The information in this book is right up the
creek because it i
CREST use it was written so long ago.
on the crest of a wave ars var
eg. 'l.'hey ended the year on the crest of a wave though
it had started badly.
CRICKET

(as) chirpyflively/merry as a cricket %M

¢g. Even when he was in hospital he stayed as lively
as a cricket.

z lively as a cricket -%»  aschirpy as a cricket
merry as a cricket . aschi i
CROCODIEE -> Irpy as a cricket
Crocodile tears Al A
eg. The'y were only crying crocodile tears at the old

CROP man’s funeral because nobody had really liked him,
crop up 1. =addl =}

- ¢g. The pills must be good because the name was

always cropping up in the settle papers.

2. Ll mier] sy

cg. Why_don’t you stay at home tomorrow? I can call
you if anything crops up in the office.
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CROSS
be/talk at cross- purposes KA MOt
eg. We seem to be at cross-purposes. [ want
to ask you to the party, not your sister.
ayadt ettt
eg. Did you ask him for any money?- It did cross my
mind, but I decided not to. ‘
aeNT MV
eg. He is a very bad-tempered person; I hope 1 never
cross his path.
~nrad 2@t ~hihc
eg. When the prime Minister crossed swords with the
Leader of the Opposition across the floor of the
House, the former usually got the worst of it.
see at sticks |

cross one's mind
cross someone’s path

cross swords {with)

(as) cross as two sticks
CROW

as the craw files 04T H1 & ALT JCPE/

eg. It is 30 miles to London as the crow flies.

CROWN
to crown it all -> tocapitall
CRUSH Nee L3 e REMT #»PT oLy NtemdiL 35
crush to death Lag 1 7.
eg. There is always the danger that someone will be
crushed to death whenever great crowds of people
panic.
CRUST

the upper crust QA AT WAL

eg. It is clear from the way he talks that he comes from

the upper grust.
CRY
a far cry from nmye thati ted
eg. Price today seem a far cry from those of ten years
ago.
cry down ‘wCP1 AP P+ DA KAmAmT

eg. Don’t cry down the very real progress these
people have made.
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cry for the moon e 0181t YICY T oA
cry off 49411 eo-nt] oL /+ET hiRd
o/

cry out against +IOT NI

eg. The people cry out against the high taxes.
CRYSTAL
clear as crystal a9y 988

¢g. I don’t know why you can’t understand the

instructions - they’re clear as crystal to me.
CUCUMBER
as cool as a cucumber AL 0T AT
¢g. He kept as cool as a cucumber as the newspaper
reporters all shouted questions at him at once.

cup :

not be someone’s cup of tea  hATMLATT hA-TUSTR:

¢g. Travelling isn’t my cup of tea though some
people enjoy it very much,
CURDLE

crudle /chill/ freeze someone’s blood MLLLT] DR
eg. The news in her letter curdled my blood.

CURL
curl one’s lip eI VLN /0&T Fant nvaet/
eg. I tried to make him laugh by telling jokes, but
he just stood there in silence, curling his lip and
refusing to smile.
CURRY
curry favour Fo-T NePhd AmORE oPhC
cu eg. He's trying to curry favour with the boss again.
T
a cut above e+UAL tUL0AT
eg. He seems to think he is a cut above the other
pupils bécause he has been to an expensive private
school.
be cut off in one’s prime 9Pe mem >

eg. The idea for a new road round the city was
cut off in its prime when the government decreased
public spending on roads.
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be cut out for (to do) ne Faetd sae ooy

eg. But he admitted, “I wasn't really cut out to end up
a consul. So I resigned.”

cut a dash -zh
eg- He cut a dash in his new suit.
cut across sPort] o3l
eg. The voting on the laws of relating to Sunday recreation
cut across the traditional political border-line.
cut and run =l cm AT
eg. They often do that , just put down their tools...and
cut and un. ‘
cut back Lt g e L] :
eg. The motorcar industry has cut back production by
fifteen percent.
cut corners NFha eopet
eg. If you cut corners your work will not be so good.
cut down M1 Nomsr M1LET
eg. The doctor told me to cut down my consumption
of carbohydrates.
cut into LT AP =0T 0T
eg. John’s unwelcome voice cut gratingly into their
quiet discussion.
cut it out! hayl +o /300U
eg. When the teacher came into the room, he said;
“cut it out! Stop the talking and get on with your
work!”
cut no ice (with) FLMLAT TA0LL
eg. All these statistics about increasing wages cut no
ice with me.
cut off in its prime aC ~dat

eg. Cholera cut him off in his prime.
cut one’s coat according to one’s cloth A1&APII N12F 0> s

eg. They have had another baby;, they will have
very little money and will have to cut their coat
according to their cloth.
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cut one’s teeth on Ao AFL T1TTT

eg. Let him cut his teeth on the smaller boats; he can
move onto the sailing ship when he’s shown that he
knows how to handle the sails.
0L T147
eg. They were told to cut the cackle and do some work.

cut the cackle

cut the claws of “ahe
eg. The smaller company was able to cut the claws of its
opponents by reducing its prices.
cut the ground from under  egpe1 AI424AN 11247
eg. ] had planned to take my family on holiday to
Ttaly, but my wife completely cut the ground from
under me by arranging a visit to Spain.
okl oMt
eg. If you have the patience to cut through all the verbiage
you will find that there is much sense in the committee’s
proposals.
cut/sting/wound to the quick =3A$mT1 “WPEF
eg. His cruel words cut her to the quick.
cutup oshé-T1 "1
eg. She was cut up when she failed the examination.
w3t FCA

eg. “I don’t like the cut of that young fellow’s job” said
the old gentleman.

cut through

the cut of one’s job



DAB
a dab hand

DAGGERS
fat/ daggers drawn

DAILY
someone’s daily bread

DANCE
dance attendance on

dance on/upon nothing

dance on the air

dance upon nothing
DASH
dash away a tear/ one’s tears

dash away one’s tears

dash one’s/ somone’s brains out

dash someone’s brains out

DATE
out of date

to date
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D

see at hand

TAL TIA

eg. The two men were at daggers drawn
because they both wanted the same girl.

AT HCh

eg. How can people earn their daily bread
in times when there is no enough work?

he+5F At eedat

eg. He always danced attendance on
his rich aunt.
QOPAT IRA

aopdh i SImAMA JDTENT/
-->  dance on nothing

AN Tl
eg. Bright dashed away her tears.

-3 dash away a tear

PIPAT No9LChDE NmEAT ILA

eg. One of the bodyguard dashed his brains

out with a single blow from his club.

-> dash one’s brains out

Howy PALNTT HowGE SAUTY

nhh e £2h

upto date

DAY
all the day long

day after day

day by day

day in, day out

-59-

[ L4
¢g. Her parents are very upto date and do
not mind how late she stays out at night.

93 o [t #7
iotcl Al

eg. If we do the same thing day after day, it

isn't surprising we get bored.

nrer

eg. My little daughter grows prettier day by
day.
AL

eg. Day in day outI have been purveying

information..for nigh on forty years, and
without any Computerised assistance.

in someone’s/something’s day/time Q... 2m1 H™?

in something's day
in this day and age

one day

to this fvery/day

DAY'S
all in the/a day’s work

all in a day’s work

eg. In my day , young man, said the old man,
«g gentleman would always give alady his
seat on a bus.”
-3 insomeone’s day
ko L1
hiA>T R1L *H oLL
eg. One day we'll be able to have a house of
our own.
AU A
eg. [ don’t to this day know whether my father
is alive or dead.

tham L

eg. To any one working in a hotel, angry
complaints from guests are all in a day's work.

- allinthe day’s work



DEAD

a dead calm

a dead certainty
a dead colour

a dead loss

fas/ dead as a doornail

be dead against

dead and buried

/as/ dead as a dodo
dead men
dead silence

dead slow
for dead

the dead of night
DEAL
a good/great deal

DEEP
in deep water

DEGREE
one degree under
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see at calm
see at certainty
see at colour
see at loss

see at doornail

TFPUL ooyr}
eg. My father is dead against entering college.
POFAFL e PAAD:

eg. The v:rhole matter is dead and buried and
I don’t want you to mention it again,

see at dodo
see at men
see at silence

e
g e owlov}

eg. The thi i i
g dez ;ueves beat him and left him for

see at night

-
eg. This cost me a good deal of time and labour.

see at water

Nemy ovgaugei ovt@h

eg. }was one d_egree under with a sore throat so
had to miss going to the cinema.

DEGREES
by degrees

DEMAND
in demand

DEPART
to depart this life

DEPTH
in depth

out of one’s depth

DEPTHS
in the depths

DEVIL
devil-may-care

(a/the) devil’s advocate
the devil’s own job

DIE
die for.
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+h NN

eg. We grew to know our neighbours by degrees
and became great friends.

FPel TORE
eg Hewasa good talker and always in demand
at parties.

P

aradt
eg. We must discuss the new idea in depth
before we decide whether we should
accept it or not.
ag. ®INT1 TP RAT1OF

eg. When John talks about music, I soon get out
of my depth because he knows so much more

about it than 1 do.

L05 AUy

eg. The girl wasin the depths because she was
so fat but she could not stop eating sweets.

g et et ALTATYEY 1A0%
eg. He gave a devil-may-care laugh and drove
off very fast.
A@YEYT AR AfOd tLhehe
nagl erE P
eg. I had the devil's own job getting here this
morning.

PETCIN Ly
¢g. Go and see to that coffee. I'm dying for a hot
drink.




die hard

die in the Iast ditch

die like a dog

die the death

never say die!

(as) straight as a die

the die is cast/thrown

the die is thrown
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MPAN t92mé1 PorpAd
€g. Smoking is a habit that dies hard for most
people,
Nhea o mrga
eg- We were prepared to die in the last ditch
to save the beautiful old church,
TO> et mmqed -
eg. They were in prison for weeks without food
and then died like dogs.
NMg" esqmat /pops
eg. It is every actor's fear that he will die the
death by telling a joke that nobody laughs at.
Thé hNrdir
eg. Gerald patted her shoulder. He could find

nothing to say but “Never say die, Mrs
Salad. It'll be all over soon.”

27

eg. He's an intellecwal and as straight as a

die...not at all frightened of defending an
unpopular line.

M¥FaFAL P4 i ria

€g. We had last-minute doubts about the man

we had chosen as our representative, but the
die was cast.

--> the die is cast

DIFFERENT
{as) different as chalk and cheese see at chalk
DIG
dig in/into aIhA
eg. You'll need to dig those young trees in
a bit deeper.
dig in the ribs

SN A

eg. Throughout the play John kept digging me

in the ribs whenever anyone said anything
funny.

dig one's own grave

dig one’s heels/toes in

dig one’s toes in
dig out/out of

dig out of
DIGNITY

beneath someone’s dignity

DIP

dip one’s hand in one’s pocket

DIRECT
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c

h AR STE U3 Em . ‘
eg‘.l I feel so sorry for Mike; he's in trtaxf:%lg
ith the police for stealing a car. - X

reu;:as dsg his own grave, hasn’t he?
APLL ZC¥ MIATT 0YA1N FO‘-‘:' e

i i Is in and refuse
_The little boy dug hls.hee ;
* T: go to the doctor with his mother.

-» digone’s heels in
P R e i A . -
Where did he get hold of that information?
& He managed to digit out of some private
library.
-» digout

hacih

i her dignity
hought it was beneath
eg;: }v\vea:h clg:‘hes by hand - she had to have a
washing machine.

-~ Putone’shand in one’s pocket

1Al ILET
direct one’s/scmeone’s attentionto  WIALAFEAL XK

direct someone’s attention to

DIRTY

a dirty old man
DISH

dish out

DITCH

as dull as ditch water

i irected the driver’s
. A policeman directed ; .,
easttenlt)ion 10 a notice which read “NoEntry

- direct one’s attention to

see at man

MeLAl Mot dehedout
¢g. New overalls and helmets were dt

rLehmAL PRIRTR
! ing is asdull as
eg. The book I've been reading is as
ditch water.



DO

be to do with

do away with
N

do brown

do business (with)

do duty for

do good

do handsome
do in the eye

do me/us a favour!

do one’s bit

do one’s level best

do one’s nut

do out

-> have to do with
' Castn 0 028
eg. The death penalty h
] as been do i
In many European countries. ne awaywith
i LYY
eg. Whoever sold i
e old you Ehat car certainly did you
Lkl
€g. One likes to do business wi
8§ with itish fi
. ith a British firm,
eg. Let’s roll the log y
t ;i
duty ot g up to the fire; it can do
A
eg. Drink this ink; it wi 4
o hot drink; it will do your cold
--» do proud
AN
eg. 'vlv'hﬂf éseoplc.selling clothes on the market
0 you in the eye if you are not
careful. v
EA harnav)
eg. Do you really e
Xpect me to believe th
speak ten languages? Do me a favour;’t yoe
w.ech") BT ov gy
eg. We must all d i i
vorking 0 our bit to keep industry
. H";.fﬂ‘?ﬂ PUA vy Mg
8 He did his ievel best to reach the stati
before the train left. e

"M"H -!,‘.gx-
eg. When your father
. ees the dam .
done to his car, he’ll do his nut, age you've
1081 SOADAT "m0

€g. She did out the b, .
and hotwater, O™ With lots of soap
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34T WP
eg. The kitchen is always so messy after we've
had guests. Give me a hand to do it over,
will you?
do proud/handsome 16 MPIAA R4
eg. Sally and Peter did us handsome when we
visited them last week.
AT
eg. When ever we g0 back to the place my wife
was born,we always have to do rounds of
her relatives.

do/serve time AC AT
He has done time on several occasions, but

eg.
it was usually for very small and unimportant

crimes.
o ZA1 PDREDE

eg. A few guards soon Jost their nerve and
simply did their charges to death in some
wood or quarry.

do us a favour! -3 domea favour!

do well by /ANl CAT

eg. A humane society always does  well by its

old people.
STAAL AETEL AG-T e

do well for oneself

eg. Now’s the time when accountants can do

well for themselves.
FCE M
¢g. The banker did well out of that investment.
do with omsn M ~ht
eg. This car could do with a good polish.
do wonders -3  work wonders
not do a hand’s turn g 126 Rt
eg. My daughter’s the laziest girl I know. She
doesn’t do 2 hand’s turn in the house.

do over

dofmake/go the rounds

do to death

do well out of something



DO’s
do’s and don’t’s

DOCK
in dock

DODO
(as) dead as a/the dodo

(as) dead as the dodo
DOES

that does it
DOG

" (as) sick as a dog

DOG’S
a dog’s chance

rd

adog's life

DOING
up and doing

DONE
be over and done with
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LT FANTS AN
eg. Here is a list of do’s and don’t’s on

wine-mraking,
AT AAawpwg.d:
eg. I can't come this week. My car’s in dock.

FASAL naop ppLOT

©g. Last year’s fashions in clothes aredead asa

dodo now.

~> (as) dead as a dodo

see at it

Amg* o= Jougs

eg. I ate far too much and was sick asadog
when I got home,

e maq oga

eg. He doesn’t stand a dog’s chance of buying
ahouse this year because the bank refuses
to lend him money,

FIC1 APL £AGT 2ol hLDY

€g. My uncle has married a girl much younger
than he is and she is giving him a dog’s life.

e mame

¢g. I hate just sitting about, I'd much rather be
up and doing.

L8 LAl thml Paepd
eg. Their quarrels and misunderstandings were

all over and done with; nothing could disturb
their friendship now,

DONKEY
donkey’s years

DOOR
a death’s door

infout by the back/side door

out by the back door
out by the side door
DOORNAIL .
(as)dead asa doornail

DOUBLE
at/on the double

double Dutch
on the double

down to the ground

down tools

eg. But..

- L

chool friends
eg. ] haven’t seen some of my old s

for donkey’s years.
AT RS AL

eg. We were very distressed to hear that our

! I.
favourite aunt was at death’s doo!

aendi Aln2 »
for all repeated attempts by dmtr}l:tx:;:s
to pl;u:e Bond in Russian cmcrm\sl,'t c{);:’ro ’
is still allowed in only by the bac! A
> inby the back door
> inbythe back door

LT PIEVE
int in trying to use that -~
_There’s no point in trying L ‘
* telephone. It’s as dead asa doornail

N&THHL AUdr :
eg. Get to my office at the double!

see at Dutch
-3 at the double

éee at mouth
mpor] oFon
eg. They are both down with a nasty about of flu.
1 et )
e Iqel:;oy hearing other people Jaugh. It lifts me
i if Pm down in the dumps.
see at ground

Pl Rl

i tools until their
workers decided to down '
eg;;)‘;;:yer would agree to pay them more money,

- -



down with!
DOWNER

an up-and-a-downer

DOZEN
around dozen

DRAG
drag one’s feet/heels

drag one’s heels

drag through the mire/ mud

drag through the mud
dragup

DRAW
draw a bead on

draw a blank

pr g3
eg. Down with the government!

TA

eg. I had an up-agd-a-downer with my wife !

yesterday.

-1 Ach>
€g. A man has a round dozen of children.

MITL A faneesn/
eg. Your firm is dragging its igni
this contract gging its feet over signing
> dragone’s feet

IPLLT D et

eg. The wretched boy was solemnly a
of dragging the honoured name )({)f ‘t:l(;:sed
school through the mud; when what he
needed was a good hiding.
--> drag through the mire

1. MANCTT RATARIT AT AL “It¢9

2. M oni Fu Wt

eg. “at mgde you drag up that particular
episode in my murky past?

Tiime

eg. The man with the gun drew a bead on the “

soldier just as he was crossing the street.
1TV hhowFA

eg. I lost my coat yesterday and have looked

for it
‘ b; mci]\gerywhere, but so far I have drawn

draw to a close

DRESSED
dressed to kill

dressed (up) to the nines

DRIBS
by dribs and drabs
in/by dribs and drabs

DRINK
drink oneself to death

drink under the table

drink up

strong drink

DRIVE
drive a wedge between

drive home
drive/force into a corner

6y

mnGEPl wLAPL TIAY
eg. My stay in Bafut eventually draw to a close.

ThALPE “I71C JanaD/

eg. 1 don’t know how stie can afford to do it but
every night she goes out, dressed to kill.

tht A0d AN

eg. The whole family were dressed (up) to
the nines when they left for the wedding.

-> indribs and drabs
F¢+ P RIS WIS RFA
eg. People arrived at the party in dribs and
drabs.

fesmt At T .

eg. It would be very easy, cheap and pleasant 10
drink oneself to death in Portugal.
*heLAN% eemm /M fa- OC/
eg. I went out with my boss lasi night and
suceeeded in drinking him under the table.
moAT I Aghds em T

eg. Drink your milk up.
hihe tAADA omT

ohdLAL PALET
eg. Differences of outlock may drive a wedge
between the various national groups which
make up the team.
--» bring home
o i @0 MNIT
eg. His clever arguments quickly forced
his opponent into a corner.



drive out of his mind/wits

drive/send up the wall

DRIVING

driving force
DROP

at the drop of a hat

drop aline

drop a brick/cla_nger

drop a clanger
drop dead

drop like a hot potato

drop out of use
ready to drop
drown one’s sorrows

DRUG
adrug on the market
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*Poni L
€g. She was driven almost yut of her mind |
with anxiety.
“TGLLT "MAat

eg. You'll send me mad if I let you.... You’re |
driving Mr. Druce up the wall.

see at force

0L +£7%1%

eg. My friend loves playing the piano and will
give you a tune at the drop of a hat.
LA s 4

eg. I'll drop you a line nextweek to tell you
the latest details of our plans,

Wkt ewpg jompe pawgicy

eg. I was dismissed from my job because I had ]

dropped a few bricks in front of some
impertant customers.
~-> drop a brick
NLY¥1Fr ooy
eg. I heard that old Jones had dropped dead
in the street a month ago.
@i hAeohmy
eg. When he found out she had no money
after all he dropped her like a hot potato.
-> fall out of use
see at ready

W3+ hyan acwo-m3 aae ~nn}

eg. K I fail my examinations, I'll go and drown
my sofrows.

AL TAND: CHT] omyry

eg. Since petrol costs so much, big cars may
well become a drug on the market scon.
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DRUNK
as drunk as a lord N mmi tahe
eg. I couldn’t understand what the man was

saying; he was as drunk as a lord.

DRY

as dry as dust see at dust

DUDGEON

in high dudgeon 0&m

eg. The film was so bad that we asked for our

money back. When we didn’t get it, we left
the cinema in high dudgeon.

DULL '

as dull as ditch water see at ditch

DUST

TARD 116 hN+1 hAL NAA

eg. There were several people at the party
whom we had not invited, and after the dust
had settled we found that the family silver had
been stolen.

after/when the dust settles

as dry as dust PILANT RAAT
eg. You won't find any exciting books on those
shelves, they're all as dry as dust.
when the dust settles --»  after the dust settles
DUSTY

AR T4 Y-

eg. How are you, these days, Jack? - Oh, not so
dusty, you know.
none so dusty -3 not so dusty

not/none so dusty

DUTCH 1M NS LAY
double Dutch ¢g. The instructions on how to get to his house are
double Dutch to me.
Dutch courage L FF1 mpdif |mmr]
eg. He needed some Dutch courage bef(.ne he went
in to see his employer about his pay increase.
DYING

Ay eoL0
eg. I'm dying for a cigarette.

be dying for



EACH
at each other’s throats

EAR
out on one’s ear

EARLY
an early bird
EARN

earn mor-ley hand over fist
EARS
all ears

EARTH
earth up

EASY

(as) easy as pie
easy on the eye
EAT

eat away

eat on’s head off
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E

on PPl N

eg. I don’t want you to be... at each other’s
throats, boy.

he 0

eg. If you continue to be so late, you'll find
yourself out on your ear.

see at bird
-> make money hand over fist

AT V5007

eg. When he said that he had exciting news,
they were all ears.

NRLC T K.C MNF4E
eg. The earthing up should be done in the winter,
to protect the asparagus from frost.

see at pie
see at eye

efcicl encnc

eg. You can see from here how the river bank is
slowly being eaten away.
N4t asqlat

eg. John ate his head off at the party and was
very sick.

eat/tear one’s heart out

eat out

eat out of house and home

eatup

EDGE
off the edge
on edge

on the edge of one’s chair

ovet/off the edge

EEL
(as) slippery as an eel

EGG
eggon
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«aNF KTET e{1AT
eg. Ever since her boyfriend walked out, the
poor girl has been eating her heart out. She
doesn’t sleep, and she’s lost interest in life.

WA vl
eg. It is a good idea to eat out once in a while.

aoppl TCh RECH AT

eg. There isn’t a thing left in the larder.
T was eaten out of house and home during
the school holidays.

00 vid At
eg. There is plenty for everyone, so eat up!

--» over the edge
@OmIPt mcrat

eg. She was on edge because her guests arrived
early and the meal was not ready.

@it hafl 18T
eg. He was an excellent story-teller and could

keep us on the edge of our chairs for hours.
ML+ wdon

eg. He went over the edge after all of the family
were killed in an accident.

so-pPATIA®EN CLENTIC

eg. Nobady could catch the wet ball-it was as
slippery as an eel.

N FT1 144t

eg. The older children were egging the younger
ones on to steal money from their parents.



EGGS
as sure as eggs is eggs

ELBOW
elbow room

ELEMENT
to be in one’s element

ELEVENTH

at the eleventh hour
END

no ends of

the be-all and end-all

to end in smoke

ENFOLD
enfold in one’s arms

ENTER
enter the lists
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FATCYC
eg. As sure as eggs is eggs, they will be
married in less than a year,

TLATD) NILFRCT AEA Ot |
eg. Only give him elbow room and “he’ll succeed. |

HMLE AT v AR U

eg. Would a craftsman be in his element in
counting house?

see at hour

heng -
eg. He reads a great deal and has no end of
books on his shelves,
90 "Ml A"
eg. Money is not the be-all and end-all of life.
ont han
eg. He made a great fuss about having an
investigation, but it all ended in smoke.
\
+E
¢g. When she found the abandoned child on her
doorstep, she lifted it up and enfold it in her arms. |

& L2C ONT Y] maRRC

eg. Once we were in the fortunate position of being
the only business company in the country that
supplied these articles, but since several other
companies have entered the lists, our profits
have been very much reduced.

-75-
enter up Ll 1L 1]
eg. It is very important that every sale of a
dangerous poison should be entered up at the
time of sale.
ENVELOPED

~haNl Ty

¢g. The whole business of the director general’s
appointment has been enveloped in mystery from
start to finish.

enveloped in

EVE

on the eve of ASLPTI LT

eg. On the eve of discussions about the future of
Britain in Europe many politicians have still not
made their opinions clear.
EVENT -

in any event e~ TAPC

€g. He may have been hiding or he may not have been

there; in any event [ didn’t see him,
EVER

ever and anon +£227,

eg. Ever and anon the tolling of a bell was heared.

ever so am1 nsgA
eg. We were ever 5o sad to hear that your mother had
died.
EVERY
atevery turn see at turn
€very nook and canny see at nook
On every hand see at hand
EVIDENCE
In evidence £AL tL 02

eg. Though the police have tried to lower the rate
of crime, there is still a great deal of ctiminal
activity in evidence in the cities.



EXCHANGE

not exchange more than a
few/half a dozen words (with)

exchange words with

EYE
easy on the eye

the nacked eye

EYES
all eyes

someone’s eyes are . .

with one’s eyes closed
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hAar 0

eg. A lot of people in England don’t know thexr,

neighbors. I am ashamed to say that T haven't

exchanged more than half a dozen words \fnth

the chap who lives next-door since last Christmas

osheohcl P rard
eg. Come on home, George! It is ridicu!ous to

waste your time exchanging words with such |
an ignorant hypacrite!

Neet L0 LA
eg. All the young men in the office thought the
boss’s daughter was very easy on the eye.
g he? Jowisc AgSc/
eg. Many parts of a plant are too small to be
seen with the nacked eye.

hthec oweraht
eg. The children waited all eyes as their father
carefully unwrapped the parcel.

bigger than his belly  eoA+ h*LTFa®- (AL oPLA“Y

eg. You will be sick if you eat all that! Your eyes,

b

are bigger than your belly.
n+ant gafac

eg. She has no experience at all. Icoulddoh

work with my eyes closed.

FACE
face away (from)

faceup to

one’s face cloud over

FAIR

a fair hand

fair weather ]
a fair weather friend

to be in fair way to do a thing

FAITH

FALL
fall a prey to

fall about

fall behind with

fall between two stools
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F

&%F "ci Ecn et

€g. Sarah was overcome with embarrassment. She
faced away to hide her blushes,

fle> =01 “1om)

€g. There’s no running away from the facts; the
truth just has to be faced up to.

L7171 ha-=iat

eg. When he heard the news of his friend’s accident,
his face clouded over.

see at hand
see at weather
see at weather
see at way

ocI T

eg. He had acted in bad faith when he sold them the
car knowing it needed a lot of repairs.

Sref T SMT1 AT ST MoAT

¢g. A traveler in Russia sometimes falls a prey
to wolves.

Nmy® e=4
eg. People fall about when he told them he was doing
“0” level woodwork and music.
SHHTT NOP-h hamhid
eg. Teenagers were more likely to fall behind with the
rent.
K18 ARV 3L

eg. The display falls between the two stools of a .
historical exhibition and a survey of the visual arts
of the period-it is not wholly satisfactory as either.



