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TWO_VIEWS ON SALVATION AND ETERNAL SECURITY OF THE
BELIEVER7®

John Calvin James (Jacob) Arminius

1. Total depravity 1. Man is a sinner & needs grace

2. Unconditional election 2. God's election based on foreseen faith.
3. Limited atonement 3. Atonement of Christ was universal.

4 |rresistible grace 4. God's grace is resistible and it is to all.

5. Perseverance of the Saints 5. Probably true believers can loose their
faith and loose their salvation

EXPLANATIONS

A . JOHN CALVIN

1. Man through Adam has inherited the guilt of Adam's sin and can do
nothing for his own salvation because his will is totally corrupted.

2. Salvation is unconditional election apart from human merit or divine
foreknowledge. Election is based on the sovereign will of God and is a
dual: Predestination of some to salvation and others to condemnation.

9 The work of Christ on the cross is limited to those efected to salvation.

4. The elect will be saved apart from their own initial desire as the Holy Sphrit
irrasistably draws them to Christ.

5. Those elect who are imesistibly saved by the work of the Holy Spirit will
never be finally lost

B JACOB ARMINIUS
1.Man is under the wrath of God. But man was able to initiate his salvation
after God had granted him the primary grace to enable his will to cooperate
with God.
2. There is election, but the decree to save some and damn others has "its
foundation in the foreknowledge of God."” This election was conditional rather
than unconditional.
3. Christ's death was suffiecient for all but that it is was efficient only for
believers.
4. Men might resist the saving grace of God.

5. God would give the saint grace so that they need not fall but that the scripture
seemed to teach that it was possible for man to fall away from salvation.

76 Adapted from, Earle E. Cairns, Christianity_through the Centuries A History of the
Christian Church (Revised Ed.), 1981, Zondervan Fublishing House, Grand Rapids
PP. 310-311, 324-325.
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