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-2- Preaching for Life Change

Chapter I;
WHAT 1S PREACHING FOR LIFE-CHANGE?

"Preach the word!" Paul's charge to Timothy has been passed on to
most preachers at their ordination and many have taken this to mean,
be a dispenser of biblical truth as a pharmacist dispenses medicine.
Every Sunday thousands of preachers stand behind their pulpits with
the best of intent. Some preaching is life changing. However, many
lay people describe their pulpits as "dull" and "irrelevant.”

I knew one pastor who allowed a review of his preaching. Among the
comments were: "l struggle to understand his sermons, hard to foliow
thoughts,” "usually no connective line of thought throughout,” "the
sermon spoils the morning service. These are sad comments for such
an important ministry in the church. In the words of P.T. Forsyth:
"...with its preaching Christianity stands and falls."

Paul's challenge to "preach the word" was described with the terms:
“correct, rebuke, and encourage--with great patience and careful
instruction” (2 Tim. 4:2 NIV).

As a doctor understands the patient's problem then applies the right
medicine to remedy the illness, so the preacher of the word must
understand the problems in the pew and administer the Word so that it
corrects behavior, rebukes wrong actions, and encourages right living,
It is not dispensing information hoping it will do good, but carefulty
applying biblical truth directed to life change.

As evangelicals we have always held a strong position on the
authority of Scripture. We quote from the same context of Pay]'s
challenge, "All Scripture is God-breathed, and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness" (2 7im 3.7 6), but
somehow we have also held the notion that the power of this Word
will change people's lives just by them bumping into it. So we think
beginning a letter with a Bible verse, or a sermon with a Scripture
reading, that people will come under the power of the Word and be
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-3- Preaching for Life Change

changed. "After all," I have heard repeatedly, "Isaiah 55:11 says 'My
Word will not return unto me void.”

While Isaiah was saying God's promises will not come up empty--He
will accomplish what He promised--it is not saying that merely
dumping Bible verses on people will accomplish change. Even great
exegesis will not change hearts. Rather it is the careful, Spirit-

directed exposition of Scripture to meet the problems of life that
brings change.

C.S. Lewis said, "we have just enough religion to be inoculated
against its effects.” It is possible to know great things about God but
never have that knowledge change the things that we do or the way
that we live. Generally speaking, as preachers we have to accept the
majority of the blame. We have crafted great sermons about God and
let people feel good about their knowledge of Him without giving

them direction of how that knowledge should change the way they
live.

So what I am calling for is not just expositional preaching of objective
truths but preaching that calls for change. We cannot be satisfied with
sermons that give out great eternal truths but fall short of proclaiming
what we are to do differently in our lives. Even the great theology or
eschatology of 1 Thessalonians 4 ended with, "Now comfort one
another with these words." Doctrine is important but only as it
changes the way we think or live.

Life-changing preaching is biblical exposition applied so as to solve a
problem people are experiencing. 1t is not topical, though at times it
may be, because it does not make its primary focus the thoughts of the
preacher or even the problems of the people. It is not just exposition
because it is not content to merely explain the truth of Scripture. It is
actually both, with a "problem-solution approach” being the means of
organizing and presenting the teaching of the Word.

Ilion T. Jones emphasized preaching to specific needs and situations
that people were facing. Robert J. McCraken makes the same point by
noting that the model Jesus gave us was a problem-solution approach:
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Seeking to avoid remoteness and irrelevance... which
are the bane of much biblical exposition. it starts with
people where they are, which is what Jesus did over and
over again. The point of departure is a live issue of
some kind. {t may be personal or social; it may be
theological or ethical. Whatever it 1s, the preacher
makes it his business to get at the core of the problem,
and that done, he goes on to work out the solution, with
the biblical revelation, and the mind and Spirit of
Christ, as the constant points of reference and direction.

The method we will employ to do this is calied the "problem-solution
approach” which focused on communicating God's truth to personal
needs.

If we are to preach the word of God so that lives are being changed we
need to see the church as a hospital for hurting people and the sermon
as a primary means for administering the medicine of the Word.
History tells of times when the church has been effective in changing
lives and impacting nations. It also shows periods of dark depression
where the preaching of the Word was dull and ineffective. I believe
we are at a critical time in the history of the contemporary church.

Klaas Rubhia, in his book, The Sermon Under Attack, says:
"All revivals, including the greatest revival of all titne, the sixteenth
century Reformation, were the result of vigorous, Bible-oriented
preaching. It is therefore of vital importance for the church of our day
to engage in a heart-searching reflection upon its preaching.” So let
us hear it again ....preach the Word!

E0AT A“TQANA

“nB@t AP AhE NALTa MEOT (1 LhwE:d PA@T TTOF
AL Phhe ny £ AhgL Tad T IR hPaem nao-s
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+ROT BLTLA TINT ol NTRYT AT 1 EF M HGE (Y
a8 K&t coml¥F WITAAT?

For further thinking —

If “life-changing preaching” focuses on points of change in the
hearer’s life, does that take away from the objective aspect of
preaching that focuses on God’s eternal truths? How do we keep
these two aspects in balance?
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Chapter 2:
A BRIEF HISTORY OF PREACHING

Why study the history of preaching? First, it can offer encouragement
to persevere when one recalls the grand tradition of the pulpit and
what it has accomplished. Second, it can he a resource for developing
styles of constructing sermons.

While a more complete historical study of preaching will be left to
other texts, a brief synopsis can cast some light on the concept and

styles of preaching, how it has developed through history and where it
could be going in the future.

WORD MEANINGS

Since our challenge to "preach the Word" comes primarily from the
New Testament we need to look at four Greek verbs translated to
mean "preach." They are:

KERUSSO This is the word used in 2 Tim. 4:2 ("preach the Word"),
It means to herald or to proclaim. It was used in Mark 1:45 for
"proclaim" (NKJV) or "spread the news" (N1V), usually in some
public form. Matt. 24:14 says the gospel will be preached or heraided
and then the end will come. It is not so much a method of oratorial
delivery as it is a result - a message proclaimed so that it is heard.

EUANGELIZO This word has also been translated "preach” or
"proclaim” but it carries the additional idea of good news being part of
the proclamation. Most of its uses refer to the Son of God proclaimed
in the gospel. We get the word evangelize and evangelism from this.
Luke 4:18 uses it for "to preach good news." Acts §-4 could be
translated they "went everywhere 'good-newsing' the Word."

PROKERUSSO and PROEUANGELIZOMAI  are similar forms
meaning to ptoclaim as 3 herald beforehand, or to "first preach.”
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PARRHESIAZOMAI Acts 9:27 uses this word to describe how Paul
preached boldly or fearlessly after his conversion.

There are several conclusions to draw from this etymology: First, to
"preach the Word" does not necessarily mean standing behind a pulpit.
It does mean the act of proclaiming. Second, it emphasizes that our
preaching should be heard as good news, which seems to imply its
Cristo-centric content and that it speaks to where people are hurting.
And lastly, the message is preached when it is heard or understood.

HOMILETICS

Homiletics, the study of preaching, is rooted in the Greek word
HOMILEO meaning "to be in company (conversation) with." It
signified more of a dialogue than a speech and originally was used as
a question and answer method. Later it became more of a formal
discourse (homily), then developed into what we know to be the
sermon. Thus, homiletics is defined as the science of preaching,
including its preparation and delivery, a discourse as applied to the
Word of God.

BIBLICAL BASIS FOR PREACHING AND DEFINITION

The biblical basis for preaching comes from: (1) the priority given to
teaching doctrine, (2) the place that hearing the Word is given in the
development of faith, (3) the position of pastors assigned to the
church, and most of all, (4) the command to preach.

Acts 2:42 ...they continued steadfastly in the apostle’s doctrine
(teaching)..

Rom. 10:17 ...faith comes by hearing the message, and the message
is heard through the Word of Christ..

Eph. 4:11 ...gave some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God's
people for works of service..

2 Tim. 2:4 ...preach the Word! (with this Col. 3:16 - the goal of
preaching is that the Word of God dwells in you richly)
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According to J.I. Packer, "Preaching is verbal communication of
which the following things are true:

1. Its CONTENT is God's message to man, presented as such.

2. The PURPOSE of preaching is to inform, persuade, and call forth a
response to the God whose message and instruction are being
delivered.

3. The PERSPECTIVE of preaching is always applicatory.

4. AUTHORITY is also integral to the notion of what preaching is,
human lips uttering God's message.

5. Preaching mediates not only God's authority, but also His
PRESENCE and His POWER.

Preaching is an activity for which and in which the awareness of God's
powerful presence must be sought, and with which neither speaker nor
hearers may allow themselves to be content when this awareness is
lacking."

HISTORY OF PREACHING
Olid Testament

Old Testament preaching came mainly from the prophets who
functioned publicly as God's spokesman or interpreter. Nehemiah 8:6
tells of Ezra the scribe who "opened the book...helped them to
understand...read distinctly from the book.. gave the sense and helped
them to understand the reading.” This seems to exemplify their
preaching in public worship.

Ministry of Jesus

More than half of Jesus' teaching was triggered by a question or a
"life-situation.” That is, he started with a problem, not a text. He used
dialogue many times and on occasions, a homily (eg. Sermon on the

Mount). Synagogue worship of His day included the reading of

Scripture, a homily, and a time for questions and dialogue.
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Early Church

The preaching of Paul was primarily evangelistic. He knew how to
relate to the needs of people, was adaptive to his audience (e.g. 1 Cor.
9:22), and was very logical in his approach (e.g- Acts 17). Judging
from King Agrippa’s response he also seemed to be Very persuasive
even though he didn't consider himself to be a powerful preacher.

Peter and Stephen give us examples of a monologue in their preaching
style. In both cases, their sermons were very logical and illustrative.

Clement of Rome wrote about the selection of pastors during the
period of the early church, "that they should be filled according to the
Judgment of approved men, with the consent of the whole
community.” In other words, it was important that the whole church
recognized their gift.

1st & 2nd Century:

Little is known of sermons and style during this time but what seems
to be indicated is that there were few formal sermons and more
"running commentaries" which were more like spontaneous homilies.
What is recorded seems to be simple, artless forms centred on the
risen Christ.

Sermons by Clement of Rome were topical, focusing on ethics and the
Christian virtues. Clement of Alexandria tended to be apologetic in
style and very illustrative. He adopted the allegorical method of
interpretation from Philo and applied it to the New Testament.

3rd, 4th, & 5th Century:

As we move into this phase of history there seemed to be a more
irregular style. Preaching tended to be confined to a portion of
Scripture. Origen developed a homiletical practice of taking a passage
and consecutively explaining cach verse. He also established the
practice of preaching through the books of the Bible. Unfortunately,
he was known for his long sermons and for his use of the allegorical
method.
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During this period preaching was limited to the clergy. It also tended
to be influenced by the Greek oratory forms and theories of elocution.
In the Eastern Church the practice of preaching was very irregular.

Two great preachers of this era were Chrysostom and Augustine.
Chrysostom preached expositions of entire books of the Bible and
opposed the allegorizing of the Alexandrine school. He tended toward
a style of running commentary and was not as focused on one purpose
as in the homilies of Augustine. Augustine's preaching, on the other
hand, was characterized as being doctrinal and very dogmatic in style.
He liked to use startling antithesis, play on words, and was expertly
trained in the art of oratory. His language was simple because he tried
to preach "to poor artisans and fishermen.”

6th Century to Reformation:

Preachers of the Catholic church, which was the dominant force
during this period, were characterized as having a rhetorical style,
enjoying a demonstration of pious and eloquent words. Preaching
began to sink to depths of degradation during this time. Many quit
preaching or just read homilies manufactured by the bishop. Even
these (to say nothing of their worship ceremonies) were not in the
vernacular. Basically, preaching lost its place in the worship service
and lost all meaning to the people. Two notable exceptions of this era
were Bernard of Clairvaux who preached a passionate love for Christ,
and Savonarola, known for his direct preaching against the sins of his
day, especially sins of the clergy.

There was something of an effort by itinerant friars to preach in the
vernacular and to renew the office of preaching but they were
considered fanatics by church leadership.

John Wyeliffe had the reputation of being a very practical preacher,
one who used allegory and symbolism, and in contrast to his
contemporaries, applied an abundant use of Scriptures. He is also
remembered for his attacks on the Pope. In a time when liturgy had
strangled the power of the pulpit, he organized an order of preachers
called "The Simple Priests." They were known for their coarse
sermons, but were popular because they preached in the vernacular.
His indigent preachers were at first the laughter of the clergy but soon



LD AP H1iht -A 10 -

PAme LIPH: (AWHLD: £3F NosdNWFar FoSET7 M-ci-::
PARSE PACH ANNLET (lovEondf PhUSH: avdAd f 1% FTP
47 A9 ALSE hTL RIA Add ROOA: W-AT APTF K15
AeACE (PERAS ThFL) anmG: Pt tHLmds

MNC4:F AFC A NhTT WP Tme: oo AT &F A0 U
.Qd":: ACDFTAR Phoohit “17 LAPS Aoz oof hG $8502
A@TE (TP oo Pl COPTF s ATRTH (171L4T vl
E.A4C@-T Dt @L PATCAR KIANCTIT KiLonhnd™
EYICAFAs NPT PRCAT hal oot ATRTIEFA AGNPhz»

NhdddNl 20T EF QALT ChtC 1242 RILINC £1146A2
hART WS 2411 £AP LNAT Phoohizf /SLahthh/ mnA
WICH PN @i+t ALMmPT (Hooy HooSE (0T Adé-LA
EN0n INC: YIC 2F Af-NhF PLELTID- A3 WOTPRKA F-h"l'd_'}'}
2C%T Qhar aoihe “THIEE 10Cs B8 RATN ATAY IAPA
«hATLT halitr AEOTF IC ¢7THon L Nht P7IPL0 W& +HTF
GALTE AAINE®: NEFRTS TN AL AN EPRET 00d5T 0FA
Pang G T804 I SR PIENGTIF @ LHET Al

NEVe—hED ROh JAd aoiP st

Mt Acht
LY Hood PR-MhF AATS BHT Daodk?PC HIT h

ANILET R34 7 RaA 1@ PaA fd-DhT AR Bk POAS
ALAT PANA PaNhT Aeddir Prod :lc“ .E;\U q{afm.ﬂ.e
RIMLANAC PRFIINHTST PATLEWTT A

htmbaeFa FAAP @ FLAT ATPEPT (LTALTANTET) W78
YICE AE16ET AHAP F°MC PPLEYY TZ AThTHANE LF4LT
WiZoi PALTT MAS N LEAPn AR £7% “MNES+ET
2rcarieg

hBaA IC (RTE Haod PiLo- ECE PLIELAL LT ¢18F0-
WA Hav? FA4 AQn MCs PETEAL AL+ N°Lbadas
(RETIEE RAIC IAR POA POLhWAT ad oome 9 Fheta-
WT YMICE SLAT £9°0 Pitder AP Ad-hk o FFVCET
heehaoGr AL@T IC AN £TC MNC: PLTLAL ha-Nht
PO LAP AN.@ opFLAE AR hW&TT age Bar WC:

A Neo20yrs Qannyt & aehhd 17177 o
?2';;‘&?; hd\.e ANFPCOFAs &hD Wl IC ANC (1771446
P a@ INCH AUET HAINT oedlh XILITLFA PoLG1La-
Qehh ARYIS PNFEE At E PALSOT TAL oiPSFo-T
POLANE NCE NLHN: Ch ARLTTE™E PoULC1L0 A

-10 - Preaching for Life Change

panic set in as, in the words of one writer, "every second man met was
a Lollard" {follower of Wycliffe).

Martin Luther plucked preaching up from the mire of its tanciful,
allegorical character, and its scholastic, dry form of Aristotelian logic.
It is said he restored the scriptural homily to the worship service,
bringing biblical truth to bear directly on men's consciences in a very
practical manner. "People said that it was impossible to
misunderstand him."

John Calvin is said to be the opposite of Luther in style. He was more
a dialectician than an orator. He preached without notes and in the
modern style of that time but his great contribution to preaching was
his systemizing of doctrine. Jay Adams notes: "There are sermons in
which Calvin shows such great concern to preach relevantly that the

text, while undergirding his remarks at every point, hardly appears at
all."

Post-Reformation to the Great Awakening

John Wesley was one of the many influential preachers during this
period who changed the style and content of preaching. He was
known to be systematic in his sermon development and energetic in
preaching style. He is one of the great revivalist preachers that God
used to change the nations of England and America. He was not
afraid to call for specific action from his listeners and it was said that
he spoke in plain, rousing language to men's consciences.

George Whitefield, a contemporary of Wesley, is said to be the
greatest preacher of the 18" century. He was known for his strong
emotional language and vivid imagery. His voice was powerful and
he made personal applications throughout the sermon. He placed

greater emphasis on the spiritual condition of the preacher than the
skill of his preaching.

Phillips Brooks in the 19" century emphasized the synergism of the
work of pastor and preacher. He was known for spending time with
his people and stated that if he could not visit hig people he could not
preach, for his sermons dealt with life. In the words of Lord Bryce,
"He speaks to his audience as a man might speak to a friend." His
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style was to preach from a carefully crafted outline, using a key word
or image as a central theme.

One of the great preachers as we began the 20" century was C.H.
Spurgeon, called "the Prince of Preachers." He spoke without notes,
had strong doctrinal content and used a teaching style with lively
ilustrations to apply truth. He knew how to speak simply and directly
to peopie’s deepest needs.

Preaching within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church

From the birth of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church jn the 4™ century it
is evident that effective preaching took place. The gospel was
preached, conversions took place and churches were built. It would
appear that a break-through in preaching came in the 6" century when
the Nine Saints from the Syrian Church transiated the Scriptures into
Axumite vernacular language, Ge’ez. Of the Nine Saints, Aregawi or
Ze-Mikael, Alef and Yime’ata ate remembered for their powerful
preaching in the pagan areas east of Axum.

In the 13 century, Takla Haymanote of Debre Libanos fame, is best
known for his evangelistic preaching in Damot and the subsequent
conversion of the pagan king, Motlami. Takla Haymanote was a
mentor for several other successfiil cvangelistic preachers in southern
Ethiopia such as Anorewos, Filipos and Qawistos.

In the 15™ century the biblical preaching of Estifanos caused the
blossoming of a reform movement. Estifanos was eventually silenced
by being stoned to death in Debre Berhan.

Sheik Zakaryas, a converted Muslim, began preaching the good news
to his Muslim neighbors in Begemder at the turn of this century. His
preaching was so direct and convincing that by 1906 he had over
7,000 followers. Because of growing local oppostion, Zakaryas was
summoned to Addis Ababa by Emperor Menilek and issued a
“proclamation of permission” to preach together with 30 government
subsidized armed guards.

Onisimos Nesib is best remembered for his Oromo translation of the
Bible into Orominya (printed in 1899). He was also the pioneer
expositor of the Scriptures into the Oromo language in Wallega.



Lot NP H1hT -A 12 -

Nt NATERE @TTA0-2F A0S hCh-Le5 1

NMamPAL K120 A ACK a7 ANTLANAC 20 hATa FAd
GPC O AT OARACT Eavdhkdbe 100 $E9°
WLOAT AMLPT 00T AELY Poohta Pt €0 T4 R9°A MG
fEA M@k vl AT ovFR ORY £18 AP AOTPR
ANCHEPA: 19" KT Ahe G0k ChoLLHS® Yov it PPhd
Poohln L&T ATIRLT LM 9° TIC VT 2L 00 FAE P07
Lo+ TOEY WG PAMEdT: AALYT dhd KFASC PEA:

LV e 4148 T Ah LT 19 ov@ £°Lh-FA®F RAOTEST
APCOAPA: DA TFo hooXhG 50 EAP (1TA Ral AL
ALl QL3R Adddlddl BFENFAL NPCR T4NT POHAS
NanNht oFt+ ALhHT TIFE Cavtdd P50 AwdC £0AT
Thedt LAMA=z

A4 2 ehNthTT AL AhaedAhd 9°F ool R15a04+
OAMmEFFo-: P LhTADT RO LT ATHLPAL ooR hé-T Ly
FEMEF 0710 P840 TAP T 74 LT PAD Ph-thT
PP (AL TS 52 RA-&F Wi B2 APT L£Aa-NhAr NAA):
AL @ h@PET nhaeSr TICF 2C A"Mong: PL TN
EUTT ATIELD P9A RABmT LAT PLIATNE 1 MLP
RXFAT RATALLLD PPLAAT aoPSTF Y 594 PAs

ATEX LR Aath, PaOhtT FEh 07LerahtNT LHE Hé (T
NCHEEY E9TILmors APALTNT FAD @ TLF YN
NTHELGTFED AT WGELPFS LA PHhiv-t ooPrY K78

L THN a4 RECIA: QAT FhTF AdAFE RXEC P7LOT7]
FI00LE Aot KECTE WEPLOT PAMANACT 24

AGoN ST PFLooavt} APT Fha oo T 1AL ASEPD- LMNA:
8% UF AT APTF hét hANLANAC Ehoo HIL (12N avdmd
AL ATFT o9 BTCASAx Féh OTRhATIF NA A TERS
LANCHTET ATAY “1at £FAA~ “Nh-OhFu- PATER S hCDTS

LETIA RALT Lo A" u

g8y

@ AhEF PHEeT PR (1THong AL
g‘f:n?»fjxfﬂnm- aAh YNCH hLET OL+PG0L A-Ght KhET
NooPmA T Nah?T@ HavF PRY 9L TE ALl Rhtootts
ehhEn RETIEF 0ANTET hook h§F F5H0 o837 A%9°
ATz BV N34 NFhrFe AThS@rt FAAd aoippE T

-12 - Preaching for Life Change
Preaching within the Evangelical Churches

In a general sense, Ethiopians value preaching because of their great
love for the Word of God. Outstanding preachers such as Qes
Godima Tomso of EECMY and Pastor Kedamo Macheto of KHC
have contributed to this. Seventeen years of Communism which tried
to suppress the preaching of the Word only created a greater hunger to
hear it. So preaching has flourished in Ethiopia.

Yet as my students have evaluated preachers their comments have
been: they tend to be topical giving more of the ideas of the preacher
than the text itself, it is very emotional in style, more narrative in
form, and more emphasis on the Holy Spirit’s spontaneous working in
the preaching event.

When I ask them what they would like to see in the development of
preaching in Ethiopia they say: more expository preaching that moves
through a book or text, more consistency in the themes of preaching
{one said: “if we have 52 Sundays we have 52 preachers™), and more
practical emphasis in preaching where the preacher is striving to apply
the truths to the people’s problems and is personally more vulnerable
in doing it.

As the Ethiopian preacher looks at the history of preaching my hope
would be that he would see the tensions the church is facing now has
also been in other places and times where reformation has taken place.
We must keep alive the keen desire to hear the Word of God by
making it practical to daily living but also by staying firmly anchored
in the Word itself so that people hear from God. History can
rightfully say of the Ethiopian church - “with your preaching
Ethiopian Christianity will stand or fall.”

SUMMARY

In review, sermons started in a more conversational style with
emphasis on applying the Word. It developed into organized
homilies, then in the Dark Ages slipped into disuse. The Reformers
brought back preaching from a Bible text, which was the keystone to
all the great revivals that followed. However, the revivalist preachers
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tended to be more topical than expository in style. Today, in
evangelical circles the focus is expository preaching in a logical,
organized form, with a possible danger being a de-emphasis of
practical application,

Aftican preaching tends to be more narrative or story-telling. Actually
North American preaching is moving that direction too. But even in
narrative styles we have to do good exegesis, then figure out how to
let the Bible speak the truths that God has for us in His Word.

My hope for the future of preaching in Ethiopia or any place in the
world today is that while its form may be culturally adapted to the
people it would hold to universal ideals of letting the Bible speak for
itself to the needs of the people. The preacher’s prayer should be;
“Lord, let them hear more than ideas about the Word, but let them
hear the Word of God as it speaks to them.”

For further thinking -

What is “preaching™ If you preach a series of sermons on a text does

that make it teaching rather than preaching? What would you say to

J.L. Packer’s definition: “Preaching is essentially teaching plus

application (invitation, direction, summons). Where the plus is

lacking something less thap preaching occurs.”
=22
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Chapter 3:
TYPES OF BIBLICAL SERMONS

1t is helpful to classify types of sermons into categories so as to
understand their strengths and weaknesses and how to use them. As
already noted, history has shown certain types to be emphasized and
even a genesis of styles.

Some homileticians such as G. Campbell Morgan classify sermons by
their content. He said there are four types of sermons:

(1) Doctrinal (teaching doctrine),

{2) Ethical (showing right conduct),

(3) Devotional (encouraging Christian life, fellowship with God),
(4) Providential (how God works in our life).

Some others classify sermons by their structure and use categories
such as topical, textual, and expository. Others would say all sermons
should be expository so they would call some “topical-expository” or
“narrative-expository” meaning they should still exposit the text they
are based on.

I have chosen the basic categories of topical, narrative, and
expository. Most evangelical preachers would say we should learn to
use alf three but that the majority of our preaching needs to be
expository, which is the emphasis of this book.

TOPICAL SERMONS

A topical sermon is one in which the main theme and sermon divisions
are derived from the topic itself, and not from one particular text

A topical sermon is would be considered by most as the easiest type of
preaching because: (1) it requires the least amount of background and
biblical research, (2) it grants greater freedom to the preacher to
develop the theme without restriction of a text, and (3) it lends itself to
greater unity and progression of ideas than any other form.



MEDT AP H1ihd -A 15 -

AFALAC d TRYT LAMPAL 3/ hAateT PAhT 981T NAL
NELT Pa0RE WHAA hA@-:

FCRN=TLEE Ntht AFHFE TI9CTF P°Lhiict SFai 1) AANLEF
F@OSF CRO=T 40T AR NF ¢71hC WA LFENFPAT 2)

O G PHAT OSATY LI AaI L4 PAA 10 (PovArhE
LHT Lot hooR G T80 ALFPT hoallho PHEDT AL
hOPFE LL0ET OLI hI-ANS BIFSAY 3) hTE Aail
ATINEIE PovZ hG 5.0 TPOTT FA SO-5F@ oomd 9™ RS

4) RhooSF AL Imort? WFE PATMLANACT 2o Phao:

AL TF@-9o:

LU-IC: CROA=TAL? PT Noovk hG P50 AL ftoowd+ bt
qpL4l LFRA: ARNTT PUA «anPLHT omdamC» 1"LA Chi
PHIE opAANT @B ZFETLhTA® PCOAYAR

1D NFIRAT kAl oom 1P (A, 3:6~8)
2) FRNRAST Al oo 28T (hdo. 6:17)
3) FhRAT TICTT andA (LA, A1)

LY S2%k a0ht: ATE Aa+ NooR HhFE P50 00T h"LTT
AChZ 10T CRA-FALT 0L W78 Lo} ”halT A ooH
LFann

AN AR TOE S

Fh® DAthd WP F°F @ELooqa- 3L A1l 1°Lops.
AN RN FHAC FEhF PPLLPCA] v

LY hbéd Al dOhET N0 90-A€ 0L Lot FELhT
3N RTINEYE ovARhEF APTI £%8Ax FCR Aok T (LT
AcohFFAav® +AA 1o PRIEES ewwdk FEhT hoon 91
AP TIC hAMAD: Yoz FLRE aht htéh héd P Lome
achsd yYPNF ACST LN A LE 17 ATE 98 haN OF
LTLPA:

PHY APl mThe 17 QM9 LPLEALES ROLAT oolPy Yo-u
NFen1é PRAPXS N of Teh FHINA Noowy: hesdir
LAAT HLOT BCLPAx £hOT Ve VT MAKT heldNF
A7LM Faba Phdink PG Ral AR hAooPy jaes SY9e
PrLNAME? LI FLha haclonl 504 UE Aevo-mt 14 LK
OATTSAME- Td-i

PaPLA@-£F hNfE NCHEEST Ay=oAPt DR SeLhic
PPET Akl dFLon: PonkhG P40 TR ARG ETT (NTOS)

-15 - Preaching for Life Change

Some of the problems of topical preaching are: (1) the tendency is to
take only topical favorites, (2} it is easier to slip into unbiblical
preaching {sermon content comes more from experience of the
preacher, current writers or psychology than the Bible), (3) using texts
out of context to prove a peint, and (4) it is easy to lose the sense of
hearing from God's Word rather than personal experience.

However, it is possible to be biblical and topical as in this message
outline for "Handling Stress" —

(1) worrying with right thoughts ¢ Phil. 4:6-8)
(2) working with right motives (£ph. 6:7)
(3) wanting the right things (Phil. 4.11)

With this kind of sermon one can draw from the many passages that
bring the topic together in a unifying concept.

NARRATIVE SERMONS

A narrative sermon presents a biblical story in a way that will lead us
to a main idea coming out of the narrative fext.

This pattern builds a sermon through a textual narrative or a
biographical narrative. It is usually dramatic in form and easy to
follow because it involves basically listening to a story. A narrative
sermon may have several points that come out of the story itself, but
in most cases may just have a main idea

The strength of this method is that it is very illustrative and
interesting. Also, Ethiopian culture tends to be narrative-oriented so
this method would seem to be more appealing. The weakness is that
the main thesis of the sermon is sometimes not as obvious as the other
methods or is not given as much time to be developed because more
time is given to the story-telling.

Steve Strauss, principal of ETC (Evangelical Theological College),
has used this method very effectively in actually portraying biblical
characters (in costume) and in that portrayal conveying a powerful
message without having to state "this is the main point.”
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Some would argue that this is the new paradigm for preaching in
which the story unfolds as events rather than a theme, as a plot rather
than an outline, and as resolution rather than just substance of what is
said.

A narrative sermon has a main idea that will be developed through the
story elements of: character, complication, climax, and conclusion.
The character stage introduces the players and the setting of the story.
The complication stage builds the plot and the problem that will be
resolved. The climax stage brings the story elements together to a
high point of tension and resolution. The conclusion brings the story
elements together to make a point and provide a basis of application.

A parrative sermon on John 11 could look like this:

resurrection
Jesus weeps

Distress of M & M
Disciples feqr

Christ does
net come

Lazarus dies they believe

(see page 68 for development of a narrative sermon)

EXPOSITORY SERMONS

An expository sermon is based on one unit of thought from Seripture
with the theme, sermon divisions, and supporting material developed
Jrom the passage itself

it has a single aim and theme, which is taken from the text and is not
dependent on importing ideas. It is not a running commentary or a
collection of miscellaneous thoughts on a subject." Tt may refer to
other Seripture for explanation but for the most part, it attempts to
confine itself to the text.

Of the many definitions of expository preaching, Haddon Robinson
offers one that is most descriptive of the process:
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"Expository preaching is the communication of a biblical
concept derived from and transmitted through a
historical, grammatical, and literary study of a passage in
its context, which the Holy Spirit first applies to the

personality and experience of the preacher, then through
him to his hearers."

Haddon Robinson develops his definition with the folowing
guidelines for the expository sermon:

1} The thought of the biblical writer determines the substance of
the sermon. "Do you, as a preacher, endeavor to bend your
thought to the Scriptures, or do you use the Scriptures to
suppott your thought?"

2) Primary concern is not with what individual words mean but
what the biblical writer means through his words. We must
work beyond the levet of words and understand the level of
ideas of the writer.

3) The concept comes from the text and its context.

4) The concept is first applied to the preacher. Truth is poured
through his personality and experience.

5) The concept is applied to the hearer which gives expository
preaching purpose. (He says dull preaching usually lacks
creative applications.)

SUMMARY OF EXPOSITORY PREACHING

The primary emphasis of the expository sermon is summarized in
these three questions which become the basic method of the expositor.

Learn to ask these every time you come to the text to prepare for
preaching:

1) What is the writer through the Holy Spirit
saying to his audience?

2) What is the Holy Spirit also saying to us?

3) What should we do as a result?

The importance of expository preaching is summarized as:
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1) It conveys the biblical revelation of God and His will. As humans
with all our limitations we will err in our judgments and make
faulty pronouncements. The closer we stay to His Word the less
prone we will be to err.

2) Touchy or sensitive issues are easier to handle in the context of
sequential teaching through a passage. Thus, the problems dealt
with come from the Word versus from the preacher.

3) It puts people directly in touch with the Word of God. They
investigate the text along with the preacher so as to have a model
for their own Bible study.

Although expository preaching should be the mainstay of today's
pastor (and is the method employed for the remainder of this
workbook) several problems should be noted.

1) Doctrinal issues sometimes are best treated by the topical method.

2) It takes more time for sermon preparation because of what is
required to know the text and the context.

3) Matching a passage to needs of the congregation is more difficult.
However, it can be done and the answer as to how to do that is in
using great care in selecting a book for preaching.

Expository preaching is not the only style to be used. Learn to use
topical and narrative. But make expository your fundamental method.
It will then influence your use of topical and narrative so that you will
be thorough in your handling the biblical text, no matter what style of
sermon you choose.
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For further thinking —

Think about preaching that impacted you the most. What style of
preaching was it? What other factors contributed to its impact on
you? Describe the kind of preaching you would want to do.
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Chapter 4
UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT: OBSERVATION

What is biblical preaching? Biblical “homiletics” means that there is
“exposition” of Scripture, which in turn, results from good “exegesis”
that is dependent on reliable “hermeneutics.” These are important
terms related to the study of the text but what do they mean?

DEFINITIONS

Exposition is the setting forth of the meaning or purpose of a text. It
describes what happens in our homiletics (sermon construction) as we
seek to explain a text analytically.

Exegesis is a word meaning "to lead or bring out.”" Tt is the
application of hermeneutical principles to a biblical text for the
purpose of declaring its exact meaning. It is usually a technical
examination of the zerms of the text (key words in the original
language) and grammatical relationships of the text.

Hermeneutics is "that branch of theology which defines the laws
applied by exegesis." It develops the methods, rules and principles,
and exegesis applies them.

Examples of hermeneutical principles are: (1) Scripture is consistent
with itself. (2) Scripture interprets itself. (3) Begin with the meaning
in its context first. (4) The natural or usual construction and
implication of a writing should be followed (i.e. metaphorical or literal
interpretation),

Their relationship to each other could be illustrated this way:

Hermeneuti
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Our approach in constructing a sermon will be to move from our
exegesis and exposition to our homiletics. A simple way to understand
this approach is to ask three questions:

What does it say?{ | What does it What does it mean

mean? to me?

OBSERVATION  INTERPRETATION  APPLICATION

Our study of the biblical text has three elements: OBSERVATION,
INTERPRETATION, and APPLICATION. As part of "observation” we use
a method of exegesis called the "gramatico-historical” method because
it seeks to arrive at the precise meaning which the writers of Scripture
intended to convey. This is determined by the principles of grammar
in the context of history.

Thus, this method will require a lexical study (terms) and a syntactical
study (grammar). It will also include historical background affecting
the meaning of the terms. You will find this method listed as one of
the three kinds of analysis we should use of the text.. As a reminder,
the inittal work for the sermon must be your own work and not
something you take from others. The best advise in working through
the various stages of analysis is - learn to ask questions of the text.

OBSERVATION of the text -- What does it say?
Reading of the text

Before you study the text's background and terms, saturate yourself
with the text itself. Read and re-read the passage as many times using
as many translations as possible to catch the flow of the text. As you
do, pray that the Holy Spirit who inspired the text will also illumine
your understanding. As you read, try to imagine the people in the
story. What are their feelings? If this was written to you, what would
you be feeling?

If you have ability to read Greek (or Hebrew) it is important to read
your preaching passage in the original in order to develop familiarity
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with the text. It is best to do this after you have read it in your own
language (mother tongue). Unless you are very proficient in Greek,
the ideas will tend to be choppy.

Historical background

This can be one of the most enjoyable parts of the study because you
begin to reconstruct the culture and living environment of that day.
You will find that this not only guides your interpretation of the text
but becomes a source of illustrations for your sermon.

Look for facts about the writer, the readers, the city, the church, the
customs and other historical data the help you understand intent of the
writer. Your sources of information will be a Bible encyclopedia or
dictionary, commentaries, and atlas. Walter Liefeld writes: "The more
Stage scenery the preacher provides, the more easily the congregation
can identify with the biblical circumstances. The more we understand
the religious and intellectual currents of a situation, the better we can
understand and apply the biblical message to our own day."

Philippians 4:20 is an example of how this helps our understanding of
the text - "For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also
cagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ." Philippi was a
Roman outpost. This city was a colony of Rome which meant that
Romans had all the rights and privileges as if they were physically in
Rome. Paul and these Philippians knew what it was like to enjoy
those special privileges so when he wrote to them "our citizenship is
in heaven" it would say to them, live as a citizen of heaven and enjoy
your privileges even though you still live here on carth.

Literary-rhetorical Analysis

The following are useful tools in unlocking the meaning of the text
and drawing personal observations from the text. They are part of a
literary analysis and wi|] vary in usefulness to a particylar passage.

Setting - This is asking the questions of Wao? whar? vphere? when?
fow? and why? so as to understand the context. Use your imagination
to get into scene of what is happening in the text. Who is he writing
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to? What was he feeling? Why wouid he respond that way? How
would you have felt if you heard him say this? etc.

Repetition - When the author uses the same terms such as the word
"holy" it could reflect a major theme in the mind of the writer and thus
in the overall theme of this text. In Philippians the word form of "joy"
is used 16 times and in the passage previously used, it occurs four
times. In this case it does not indicate the theme of the text but
something of the response of Paul because of the theme. In Phil. 1:18
it is a response that one chooses in the face of adversity.

Continuity - Look for similar words used by the author for the same
reasons as looking for repetition. For example, when you take Paul's
words: "chains," "add affliction to my chains," "speak without fear" in
Phil.1:12-16 and compare them with verses 28-30 it helps us
understand why he could say "not...terrified by your adversaries" and
"granted...to suffer for His sake.”

Contrast - Look for opposites in the text. Luke 7:3 has the centurion
pleading with Jesus to come to his house and heal his servant.
However, in 7:6 the centurion says "I am not worthy that You should
enter under my roof.” What does this tell us about the centurion and
his faith? Our Philippian passage contains the opposites of being
ashamed and being bold. How is it reflected through the people
referred to in the fext?

Comparison - Look for comparisons made between things as in Mark
4 with the kinds of soils. Philippians 1 makes the comparison of
motives for preaching.

Explanation - Does the text give its own explanation such as in Mark
4 where Jesus explains the parable of the soils? Sometimes a device
of instrumentation is used, such as a "so that,” which indicates an
explanation. Isaw Phil. 1:27 using a "so that" to bring us to the clause
explaining all that proceeded -- "so that...with one mind striving
together for the faith of the gospel."

Look for the "Structural Pattern” of the text.

Direction of thought - Look for the main topics or concerns of the
author so as to get his direction of thought. For example in
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Philippians, Paut seems to be concerned about their unity and their

need to stay focused on preaching Christ. Ask questions of the text,
such as, What is the controlling idea? "Why did the Holy Spirit put
this text here?" How is that answered in terms of the flow of ideas?

Title the segment - The passage of your study has a dominant theme.
Try to state that in a few words. For example, I would title
Philippianst:12-30 "the priority of preaching Christ.”

Title the paragraphs - Each paragraph in the passage has a dominant
idea. In a few words give a title for each paragraph. The newer
translations have paragraph divisions that usually follow the
paragraphs of the Greek text. eg. NIV, NASB. Gordon Fee says to
"think paragraphs” in order to understand a text.

Tt is probably more helpful though to work with "units of thought" so
punctuation such as periods and semicolons will provide better
divisions. Titling units of thought forces you to get to the main ideas
being expressed. Try to arrive at the main divisions of the text.

Using the same Philippians passage 1 would give the following titles:
v.12-13  Trials - they preach Christ

v. 14 Trials - encourage others to preach Christ
v. 15-18  Motives for preaching
v. 19-20  Desire of boldness to preach ...etc.

Grammatico-Historical Analysis
Lexical Exegesis

The purpose of a lexical study is to arrive at what the author is
meaning through his use of words. This is a study of the "terms" of
the text, as they are defined by their background or context.

The hermeneutical principle for this is: the nearer the context, the
more likely it is that the words are used in the same sense.

Not every word needs to be studied, but key words or terms need to be
listed and defined. For example, the words underlined in Phil. 1:10
would be the terms needing study:
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"that you may approve the things that are excetlent, that you
may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ..."

Sources are: lexicons, Greek dictionaries and commentaries (e.g.
Word Pictures in the New Testament by Robertson), an expository
dictionary (e.g. Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament
Words), a computer program called Gram Chord, concordances, Bible
dictionaries (e.g. for definition of weights) and as the last source,
English commentaries.

In the example of Phil. 1:10 the term "day of Christ" would be looked
up in concordances and Bible dictionaries. English commentaries
range from being very devotional to being critical (technical). Try to
use critical commentaries because they will give greater insight into
the problems of the text and background. At this stage of exegesis
you are not reading for conclusions but for familiarity with the text.

In your lexical study look for:

(1) The same word used repeatedly in the book. (For example,
parousia is used in 1 Thessalonians more than any other book in the
New Testament.)

(2) Different forms of the same verb or root word. For example the
word for "strengthen" in Phil 4:13 is a variation of the word for power,
dunamis. Thus, "Christ who strengthens me" can have the idea of
Christ who pours power into me.

(3) Unusual words such as eilikrineis used in Phil 1:10 as "sincere." Its
root meaning is "tested against the sunlight." Pots that had cracks
were filled in with wax and painted over by unscrupulous merchants
in those days and the wise shopper held the pot up to the sun to test for
cracks. So being sincere carries the idea of being authentic when
judged against God's "light."

As a caution, be careful not to use all your time on this part of the
study. Too many terms can consume excessive hours of study. Learn
to discern the key terms that affect meaning,.

Grammatical Exegesis

The next step after studying the meaning of words (terms of the text)
is to study how they fit together — grammatically and structurally. The



AL@F APE HOht -A 25 -

LEAPA: AFFUE @-aT PLTRFT 247 €F hat N34 +me
ACTR hOF+LF0F IPCF You 94T oohhd PAa- H& LS
TCTP AATS RI8TRI P30T $AT TCT hECH AaoG 3}
PIINAz 24T oohhA PA@ UPES NPAPET A +oT
Noend AU-AT LhiAd:n

APAPE - LU P0~F LU GF 0L POALET v-b: P~
hANWTT oFC LI KAow§C meb Lt : PlFTT114T PrAT
ANAAR FCA°L: PoFR9°CT M+l : @i, PorehT T jo-n

K1 @9 NAA 00718 mPLF> PATFa NPAPE HI° L5 o
NF Amr £Mh:

PAPAPE PST 9PN €247 LT PAY° 9oL 1: oo+ 900
ottt TCTP PTLAMTT KI57L PAPAD R AET fmehAn:

PAY=MNAE 2Z0F TTNEGLEPTF 1M 0oL PN 9573 0y AP
EFAn

ALY PAPO@ T9°VCT POLMP P POA h9T-EPH A TARDY
heLiA@- P71EPR 28:19-20 hEA AFovAhT RTIFANT: OAYHY
CAT TPATF PEMPA®: AR FRHY B¢ oHavCF KL CHFD-»
PULAG- 1@ AT PRTPR PCRT LUTE KA PPLEIA PRACT
SED: QALY Thdt PULELI0: &F avlao.CY AILCT AL Yy
NooY8TFT K7L TIC RAIRIPGLCD +19° LA aPTFT L ool go-(3-F
ATRCITFPAY BHa-9° (199PomdS ATI049C Y-

ho$Pet ~ LU (AL rd DPAPEOT P9LadhlA (LF7: AL
PLELCTID £9° 0f §F0 PLECHAD PAAN H& AT
NevgolaoC tovtfr 1@-x £U NANHT @ PoLhs oY@ ALy
ATPRFTS 1047 RIPRTY A@PHC NavooCanC oL P F 07
Pe 5 RAXTAFTE N9TPST ja@ex

MNET KI42F @B 9NL+ AMATF PRAANET N LG A0t
N20AT -2 AhhAPLY £40 PRTIE °I01 avARDT PCH
i P1LEFLE0FD VLT hivs

RERTL LR PAAITT RhY e A°TA0F SN&T B8P3 oliCH4. 359
M+, 1@z (LAX. 1:12-18)
PR@O-A0 AN OTLAT SNd4.A
LY RS :r£4-6=4-=1='ra
A0 hFAAT RYOT 9A°7 e RCARAT Badneda

PR@-AN Tiegd - phoadh aeaqp

-25 - Preaching for Life Change

relationship between words can give meaning and in some cases help
define more precisely the terms of the text. This is sometimes called
“syntactical exegesis.” This includes such things as the meaning of
the tense of the verb or the case of the noun, the significance of an
article's presence or absence, the interpretation of the word order of
the sentence, the importance of a conjunction, etc.

Only those grammatical relationships which are significant in some
way should be included.

Sources for grammatical studies include: grammar books which give
some interpretation of verb tenses, noun cases, conjunctions, etc.
Commentaries of the exegetical style will prove to be your greatest
resource.

An example of what is gleaned from a grammatical study is Matthew
28:19,20 which is the "Great Commission.” The only finite
imperative in these two verses is "make disciples." The other verb
forms are participles. So the emphasis is to make disciples. And in
our going - something assumed that we do - we are to make disciples
by baptizing and teaching.

Structural - This is somewhat similar to grammatical yet unique in
that it seeks to arrive at meaning by examining the relationship of
units of thought. This is usually done by some kind of structural
analysis of main clauses and supporting subordinate clauses, or by
studying main affirmations of the text.

There are times when the meaning of a passage doesn't become clear
until the main clauses or main affirmations are diagramed in a visible
way to show the relationship of ideas.

Sometimes the most helpful way is to just make a list of the main
affirmations so as to show their direction of thought. (Phil. 1:12-18)

Paul's trials advance the gospel
causes some to‘ be courageous
wrong motives of o'thers for preaching
Paul's focus — C!hrist is preached
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Sometimes the text is more complicated and needs a structural
diagram 1o better see the relationship of ideas. To use this method
start by looking for the main clauses (has a subject and 2 verb) or in
longer passages, the main affirmations -- clauses stating what we
should do or what we are promised -- and diagram them with their
descriptive phrases or subordinated clauses.

The method can be simply indenting subordinate clauses under the
main clause or drawing an actual diagram. The important thing is to
see the relationship of ideas in the text.

Tlike to make things as visual as possible so I draw lines showing
relationships or find some geometric figure that illustrates the ideas.
The following is an example of my structural analysis of Ephesians
2:1,2.

_And you wer| ‘

One possible observation from this analysis is that there is a pull of sin
coming from both the “course of the world” {living in the world’s
system) and from the “prince of the power” himself. We¢ cannot lay
the fault of our sins on Satan nor should we overlook the influence he
has on us. It also describes what you “were” in contrast to what we
are now — “seated with Christ in the heavenlies.” We were dead, we
formerly lived in lusts, we were children of wrath, but that is not what
we are now in Christ.
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Systematic-biblical Analysis

Look for the “systematic patterns™ in other texts. This analysis
searches for theological consistency as well as the Christ-centric focus
of the text.

Parallel passages — If your passage has a theological concept or a
story that is similar in other texts, read those passages to undersiand
Its total unity of thought. Your hermeneutical principle is that
Scripture is consistent with itself. It will affirm the teaching of your
passage or give it further explanation.

In the sermon you may wish to refer to these parallel texts or to use
them as illustrations, but be sure that you keep your sermon anchored
in the preaching passage. Be selective in your choice of other texts
and do not have your audience jumping around from text to text.

This is an important part of the analysis of the passage whether you
actually use all or none of the parallel texts you look at. Your listener
and you as the preacher need to be assured of the theological
consistency of what you are preaching.

Christ-centered focus — Does just the New Testament speak of Christ
or can we preach Christ from all of Scripture? If we look at the
account in Luke 24 where on Easter morning Jesus meets two
discouraged disciples walking the road to Emmaus, we can find our
answer. He said they were “slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken.” He was not scolding them. Rather he was
saying they had missed the heart of the message of Scripture. They
had missed what could give them hope. Luke then teils us: “And
beginning with Moses and ali the Prophets he explained to them what
was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.”

When all the disciples were together Jesus appeared to them and said:
“This is what | told you while I was with you. Everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets

and the Psalms.” Luke’s next comment is: “Then he opened their

minds so they could understand the Scriptures.”
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That needs to be our desire as we study our sermon text — whether Qld
or New Testament. If the witness of Scripture is to point 1o Christ then
we need to ask: how is Christ preached in this passage?

We need to be careful of not forcing typology or superimposing
meaning that was not intended. However, | think the greater danger is
being like the disciples on the Emmaus road and not believing what
Scripture has revealed about Christ.

If the purpose of God’s revelation is to bring us to Christ, and if He is
the center-point of all Scripture, then we need to see how our passage
brings Him into clear view. Somte passages point to Christ in a
prophetic way. One example would be Psalm 16 which concludes
with: “I have set the LORD alway ~ efore me. Because he is at my
right hand, I shall not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my
tongue rejoices ...~ Who is it talking about? Acts 2:27 quotes this as
pointing to Jesus. It is becomes very obvious.

Some passages are not as obvious. Sometimes Christ becomes the
example of what is spoken about or becomes the means to accomplish
what is said to us. When the word of the Lord came to Joshua to
possess the land (Joshua 1) it came with the encouragement, “do not
be afraid for I am with you.” How does this point to Jesus? He is the
one who is our “God with us.” He is God coming alongside of us and
saying “do not be afraid.”

Edmond Clowney writes:

If we mistakenly think that focusing on our experience is more
practical or reaches men where they live, we will overlook the
overwhelming gospel fact that salvation is God’s work. We do
not kindle faith by describing it but by describing Christ.
... The obedience of love flows from that faith relation. Like
faith, love is kindled not by introspection but by looking to

. Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith. We love because
He first loved us; it is the love of God that is shed abroad in
our hearts.

In our worship we sometimes sing, “Open our eyes Lord, we want to
see Jesus,” yet that is the need of those who come to hear God’s
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Word. All of Scripture will point to Jesus in some way, He is the
center that holds it all together — so make the climax of your search -
and your sermon - the focus of preaching Jesus!

SUMMARY

Arriving at the meaning of the text as it was given to the original
audience is absolutely essential before we can determine its meaning
for our audience today. This is best done using our three tools of
analysis. However, the simplest advice on doing observations of the
text is read and re-read it until you feel it saturates your entire being.
Then learn to ask questions of the text.

C.H. Spurgeon who was called the “Prince of Preachers™ gave this
advice: “I like to get a text, and find out its meanings and bearings,
and so on, and then after [ have bathed in it, I delight to lie down in it,
and let it soak into me.” Then, and only then, are we ready to believe
all that it says. Then, and only then, are we ready to preach.

Literary-Rhetoricai
Analysis

Systematic-Biblical
Analysis

Preaching
Portion

Grammatico-Historical
Analysis

‘Step 1 - Observations from the text

From the text of Philippians 1:12-30 make observations using the
tools of observation. Also be sure to read the context of chapter 1.
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Chapter 5:
ORGANIZING THE TEXT: INTERPRETATION

To this point in our process, observation has allowed you to take a
look at the text from various perspectives so that you understand what
the writer was trying to say. Observation was a fact-gathering stage
where you tried to remain objective without interpretation. To
interpret before you had all the facts could lead to inaccurate
conclusions. However, having completed this stage of your study you
are now ready to interpret what it meant to the writer's audience and
what it means to vs.

INTERPRETATION of the text - What does it mean?
What did it mean to the original readers?

Ask yourself, what is the significance of each of your observations to
the original audience. Try to imagine the writer saying it to them.
What would be important to them? As a way to pull together all that
you have learned about what the writer was saying, it is helpful to
write out a "synthesis” of your observations.

SYNTHESIS

A synthesis combines all of this information into a meaningful form
that brings out the principal emphasis of the passage and will explain
what the author is saying in a logical and continuous form. 1t will
contain no Greek words or technical terminology but will give the
result of this study. It is expressed in a running, narrative style like a
paraphrase.

My example of a synthesis will be taken from a study of Phil. 1:9-11.
It should interpret the text as well as dr.aw from the context those
observations that help determine meaning.
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(9) Paul, having reminded the reader of his confident and joyful
prayer for them, goes on to tell precisely how he prays for them.
Knowing of their struggle with critical brethren and the temptation to
be critical themselves and also wanting them to become mature in
Christ as his children in the gospel, he prays this way: That their
capacity for love would grow and overflow to others as a river
overflows its banks in a flood. (10) That they would test everything
50 as to discern the good and the evil and make their standard not what
the world was doing but what was excellent by God's standards. And
that they would be sincere or transparent so that when held up against
any test of their character they would prove to be blameless, no one
able to accuse them of anything. (11) Paul concludes this by saying
that if they work at these things then the result will be a bumper crop
of righteousness, not in the plural sense of a lot of good deeds, but in
the singular sense of -- righteousness being the result which would
uitimately cause God's glory to be recognized.

It is best to write out your synthesis, but even if you don't, talk it
through bringing in the observations of the text. Resist the temptation
to outline your message before doing a synthesis. Qutline ideas will
come while doing your observations but you are not yet ready for
structure until you are clear on the meaning. What the synthesis is
trying to do is give the direction of thought in an interpretive style so
as to provide the basis for asking the next question....

What does it mean to us today?

We will have faulty interpretation if we do not start with what the text
was saying to the first century listener, but we will have incomplete
interpretation if we do not take it to what it means to us today as
twentieth century listeners. To bridge the gap between the "time-text"
and the "time-listener” we need to find what the Holy Spirit was
saying in general principles to both -- we must find the timeless truth
of the passage.

In summary, we first focus on the author’s intent and ask, "What does
it mean?" At this stage we are being analytical and will arrive at the
purpose of the author and our Exegetical Outline of his ideas. We
then focus on the main truth being expressed and test it with the
question, "Is it true?" and "Is it true today?” We are now being
synthetical in that we are synthesizing or summarizing what we have
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learned into general principles or truths. With this focus, our
excgetical outline is revised to become our Expositional Qutline.
The final stage will focus on the audience of today and ask, "What
difference does it make?" Here we wili be very practical in our
language and will arrive at a problem which our listener is feeling and
which our principles from the text will solve. This forms our
Homiletical Outline.

EXEGETICAL EXPOSITIONAL HOMILETICAL

TIMELESS
TRUTH

157 Cent.

THE PURPOSE OF THE PASSAGE (Preaching Portion)

Having begun our interpretation with a synthesis of our observations
the next step is to formulate the purpose of the preaching portion,
Most textbooks would take this step as stating the central idea or
theme. Jay Adams feels such concerns "deflect one's thinking into
wrong channels and debase preaching to little more than a lecture.”

Adams prefers to focus on the purpose of the passage and let
everything in the sermon develop from that purpose. He states:

Everything in the sermon--the organization of the material into
an outline, the style (language used), the delivery (use of voice
and body)--should contribute to, and therefore be conditioned
by, the purpose; everything must further the Holy Spirit's
intention in the passage.

I find an advantage to the simplicity of just looking for the purpose of
the passage and then letting that shape the purpose of the sermon.
Ask: Why was this included in Scripture? What was the Holy Spirit
wanting us to hear? If we determine the purpose we are in essence
capturing the controlling idea and preparing to state the proposition of
the sermon.
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The inadequacy of many preachers is that they do not arrive at one
main idea which in turn, leaves them without a purpose for their
message. Some authors have said that sermons often contain too
many ideas. Haddon Robinson says that "sermons seldom fail
because they have too many ideas; more often they fail because they
deal with unrelated ideas.” The challenge is to find how these ideas
relate to each other.

Robinson goes on to say: "Sunday after Sunday men and women
leave church unable to state the preachet's basic idea because the
preacher has not bothered to state it himself." Or to say it in one little
quip: " A mist in the pulpit is a fog in the pew."

The most quoted statement in homiletics texts has to be this one of
J.H. Jowett from his Yale lectures on preaching:

I have a conviction that no sermon is ready for preaching, not
ready for writing out, until we can express its theme in a short
pregnant sentence as clear as a crystal. [ find the getting of that
sentence is the hardest, the most exacting, and the most fruitful
labour in my study. To compel oneseif to fashion that sentence,
to dismiss every word that is vague, ragged, ambiguous, to
think oneself through to a form of words which defines the
theme with scrupulous exactness--this is surely one of the most
vital and essential factors in the making of a sermon; and I do
not think any sermon ought to be preached or even written, until
that sentence has emerged, clear and lucid as a cloudless moon,

The ability to distill the sermon into a single sentence comes from
capturing the purpose of the passage. If you can say why the Holy
Spirit included this for our hearing, what concerns caused the text to
be written, you have the purpose. If you could imagine the author
pleading with his audience and saying, "If you don't hear anything
clse, at least hear this..." -- you would have the purpose,

That single sentence would also express the heart of your message and
will become the cornerstone in forming your sermon. Much
preaching lacks passion because it lacks purpose. Some place in your
sermon you too need to have the sense of pleading --"If you don't hear
anything else, at least hear this."
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When the purpose is not clear, or to ensure that it is adequately
expressed, try to state it in two parts — the “subject” and “predicate” —
which are the basic components of a sentence.

The subject answers the question, "What is the author talking about?"”
Using the Phil.1:12-30 passage we could ask, is it about how we
magnify Christ? [s it about the progress of the gospel? Is it about the
importance of preaching Christ? What theme emerges? Answering
that will direct us to the central idea or the main purpose Paul had in
writing it. '

I would state the subject of the Phil. 1:12-30 passage as: "preaching
Christ," or "witnessing." In most cases, we need to decide if it is
actually a narrower subject. Rather than being just "witnessing" the
subject could actually be more specific such as: "the importance of
witnessing" or "principles for witnessing."

The predicate describes what the author says about the subject. In the
Phil. 1:12-30 example Paul seems to be saying, keep working at
preaching Christ -- don't give up because of things that go wrong.

To make the “purpose” read as a complete sentence, we might need to
rephrase either the subject or the predicate. Phil.1:12-30 then could
be stated: "Preaching Christ is something we need to keep working
at." Or, the purpose is: to persuade us to keep preaching Christ.

If you were preaching on a shorter section of this passage, such as
verses 19-26, your subject could be: "living for Christ." The predicate
could be expressed as: "is the central aim of

Paul's (our} life.”

PURPOSE

So from our analysis of text we can say
that the Spirit-directed purpose

Paul had for writing this was:

to have us make Christ

the center (central ajm)

of our life.

Preaching
Partion
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THE PROPOSITION

The proposition takes the purpose of the preaching passage and states
it in terms of a timeless truth of what God wants 1o say to you. If the
purpose of Philippians 1:12-30 was: "to persuade us to keep preaching
Christ," then the proposition could be: "You must always work at
proclaiming Christ."

The proposition is important to state because it is more specific in

guiding the structure of the sermon and what it intends to accomplish.

Dan Baumann gives several types of propositions:

(1) Policy -- "Every Christian must work at loving his neighbor."

(2) Prediction -- "Love will transform your enemy into a friend.”

(3) Value -- "Only a new love for God can expel your love of the
world."

When formulating the proposition:

(1) Express the one main or essential idea of the sermon.

(2) Make a positive rather than a negative assertion.

(3) Assert a vital truth that should be important for the listener.
(4) Use the second-person "you" whenever possible.

You should use this statement to test supporting material to help you
keep focused. It helps you practice the art of omission - knowing what
to leave out so that you do not detract from the main point.

Asserting Vital Truth

The challenge of “asserting a vital truth important for the listener” is
the most difficult yet the most crucial part of this process. Many a
sermon fails at this point. It can give good information but unless it
touches a truth that the listeners see as vital to their lives then it will
fail to be life changing.

Well, how does the preacher find that “vital truth”? Bryan Chapell in
his book, Christ-Centered Preaching, talks about the FCF (Fallen
Condition Focus). He points out that all of Scripture is written to
address some condition of our fallen world. “God refuses to leave his
frail and sinful children without guide or defense in a world
antagonistic to their spiritual well being. .. God intends for each
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Scripture to give us ‘the endurance and the encouragement’ (Rom. 15:4)
that we need today.”

So the FCF is the mutual fallen condition that we share with those to
whom the text was written. Chapell says: “Specific sins are frequently
the FCF of a passage, but a sin does not always have to be the FCF of
a sermon. Grief, illness, longing for the Lord’s return, the need to
know how to share the gospel, and the desire to be a better parent are
not sins, but they are needs that our fallen condition imposes and that
the Scriptures address.”

So in determining the vital truth that needs to shape our proposition, it
is helpful to ask: what is the FCF (Fallen Condition Focus) of this
text? It will always relate to the purpose of the passage, but looking at
the text through this lens can help us see more clearly what is
important and vital to the listener.

Do you always state the proposition in the sermon? Some preachers
will say in the message, "My sermon in a sentence is this..." Others
might not make it so obvious but it still is the guiding principle in the
development of the sermon. In a deductive outline it will be stated
near the beginning. In an inductive outline it will come in the
conclusion and may even be the final statement. Sometimes it is
helpful to state the proposition several times throughout the message.

We can see how Paul develops this. Because he is encouraging his
readers with how the gospel has progressed in spite of his
imprisonment (the palace guard has heard and the brethren have
greater boldness to speak Christ), and in spite of those who preach
from wrong motives, we therefore say that Paul's subject is
"preaching Christ."

What does he say about the subject? He tells how he handles those
with wrong motives -- by saying that the bottom-line is: "Christ is
preached." For Paul, his motive is to magnify Christ. So he exhorts
his readers to keep preaching Christ -- first with a conduct "worthy of
the gospel,” then to "strive together” for that gospel, and lastly, not to
be discouraged when their witness produces persecution or suffering.
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So if Paul were to say all this in one sentence, I hear him pleading:
"Keep working at preaching Christ no matter what happens!” This is
the basic timeless truth that will be shaped into a “proposition.” But
you can also see the ideas unfolding that explain the “purpose.” This
will need to be shaped into some form of an outline.

DEVELOPING AN OUTLINE

The outline is based upon the observations of the text and should carry
the same emphasis and organization of ideas. Once you have stated
the purpose of the passage and noted the main divisions, particularly
as they relate to the purpose, you should have a possible outline of the
text. The shaping of the outline is a process with the final touches of
wording emerging from the creativity of the preacher.

The main reason for an outline is to allow the truth of Scripture to
shine clearly through to the listener who needs guideposts in the
progress and development of the text.

Do not attempt to formulate the final wording of your sermon outline.
Your primary concern is capturing the main ideas of the text as it
explains, or convinces, or motivates in relationship to the purpose of
the passage. You want to be true to the intent of the author and the
purpose of the Holy Spirit. At this point you are trying to select the
most vital truths from the text.

[ suggest looking back at your observations of “direction of thought.”
Your diagram will tend to show units of thought which you will then
cluster together into main ideas. The process of stating those main
ideas will come in developing the “homiletical outline™ (chapter 6).
However, in the process always look for alternate ways of clustering
and wording those ideas.

Sometimes it is helpful to ask: "What general assertions flow from this
one main truth?" The main truth is the proposition, and the process of
generalizing is the making of assertions about that truth so as to lead
its meaning out into the open where all can grasp it.
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Process of Shaping

In the process of shaping an outline, the first version that emerges
from our analytical study is the Exegetical Outline. This uses
biblical language and should be in texual order of the passage.

The Expositional Qutline is taking the proposition and arranging the
outline in logical order of argument with language that expresses
principles or timeless truths.

Finally, this is arranged as a Homiletical Outline using contemporary
language, attempting to be practical by answering a specific problem.
(discussed in the following chapter)

An example of outlining from the Exegetical to the Expositional is the
following on Phil. 1:12-30....

EXEGETICAL EXPOSITIONAL

Purpose: Propostion:
to persuade us to keep preaching God can make your witness
Christ when facing adversity effective in spite of opposition.

Our focus must be whether Christ
being preached

1. Our main concern is
is whether Christ is preached

2. Qur life should be magnifying Our goal must be whether Christ,
Christ is being magnified in is

Qur conduct must be a church
that is unified in our withess

3. We are to strive together
in proclaiming the gospel

SUMMARY

We have completed the steps of observation and interpretation which
have helped us understand and organize the text. We are now ready
for application and the final formation of the sermon.

As an overview of the process, the following chart illustrates the
development stages of the sermon and its differences as to:

development questions
focus

language style

= thesis
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! EXEGETICAL EXPOSITIONAL HOMILETICAL

What does it mean?

Is it true? What difference does it make? |

Author truth audience
Analytical synthetical practical
Purpose Proposition Problem

TIMELESS
TRUTH

Step 2 — Write a synthesis interpreting the meaning of the
text.

Using your observations and exegesis, write a paraphrase of
Philippians 1:12-30 bringing into it the important truths that help
interpret its meaning.

Step 3 - State the purpose and the proposition of the text
From the text of Philippians 1:12-30 in your own words state...
PURPOSE

PROPOSITION

Step 4 — Develop an Outline.
Using the three stages, develop an outline for Philippians 1:12-30.

L
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Chapter 6:
DEVELOPING THE SERMON: APPLICATION

The purpose of exegesis is to arrive at application not interpretation,
s0 our approach in developing a sermon will be with application in
mind right from the formation of the outline to the final calling for a
response.

APPLICATION of the text - What does it mean to me?

So far we have determined the meaning of the text and the purpose
(central idea) which has given us a foundation for developing
application, but once again there is a process that can help us do it
well. That process of application is: (1) finding relevancy with your
audience, (2) determining the objective of the sermon, (3) stating a
problem that the audience can identify with, (4) determining the form
that can best answer that problem, and (5) calling for a response from
the audience.

FINDING RELEVANCY

John R. W. Stott related the following account in his book Between
Two Worlds.

A few years ago | was talking with two students who were brothers,
one at Oxford University and the other at Edinburgh. They had been
brought up in a traditional Christian home, both their parents being
practising Christians. but now they had renounced their parents' faith
and their Christian upbringing. One was a complete atheist, he told
me; the other preferred to call himself an agnostic. What had
happened? [ asked. Was it that they no longer believed Christianity to

be true?

"No," they replied, "that's not our problem. We're not really interested
to know whether Christianity is true. And if you were able to
convince us that it is, we're not at all sure we would embrace it."

*What's your problem then?" I asked with some astonishment.
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"What we want to know." they went on, "is not whether Christianity is
true, but whether it's relevant. And frankly we don't see how it can be.
Christianity was born two millennia ago in a first-century Palestinian
culture, What can an ancient religion of the Middle East say to us
who live in the exciting, kaleidoscopic world of the end of the
twenticth century? We have men on the moon...transplant surgery
today and genetic engineering tomorrow. What possible relevance
can a primitive Palestinian religion have for us?"

I have often thanked God for that conversation. Nothing has brought
home to me more forcefully the gulf which people perceive between
the bible and themselves, and so the chalienge which confronts
Christian preachers today.

Relevancy is the matching of the purpose of the passage to the needs
of the congregation. If preaching is to be life-changing it has to be
relevant to the needs felt by the listener. In terms of our
communication, it is to be "receiver-oriented.”

The task of the preacher is to hold in his right hand the truth of
Scripture and the purpose that it wants to accomplish in our lives and
in his left hand the needs of the congregation as he perceives them,
and then somehow bring the two together in 2 message that they sense
is, not only from the Word of God, but a word from God.

Bryan Chapell says: “Expository preaching aims to make the Bible
useful as well as informative. Addressing a clear FCF as one
researches and develops the sermon will keep the sermon on track
biblically and practically.”

The FCF or Fallen Condition Focus (p. 35) represents the needs of the
listener which result from the fallen state of man but needs which the
text will answer, Finding the FCF brings relevancy to the sermon
because it looks at the needs of the audience then and our audience
today.

Factors such as age, family structure or background, occupation,
social patterns, intelligence and education, personal and spiritual
development all help determine the needs that the listening audience is
feeling and the methods we should use in communication to the
receiver. ‘
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DETERMINING NEEDS

This is not an attempt to give a complete list of needs an audience may

be feeling but to provoke thinking as to the possibilities that preaching
should address.

Personal needs: anger, anxiety, burnout, conflict, coveting,
depression, doubt, discouragement, dissatisfaction, failure, fear, grief,
guilt, need for guidance, loneliness, spiritual dryness, stress,
worrying, etc.

Corporate needs: conflict, discouragement, loss of vision for
ministry, loss of joy for worship, shock over tragedy within the
congregation, financial crisis, fear in major change or venture,
persecution from community, etc.

Family needs: choosing a mate, marital compatibility, discipling
children, economic needs, loss of romance, divorce, death of a parent,
problems with singleness, ete. .

Social needs:  deciding moral or ethical issues such as abortion,
sexual temptations, media influences such as videos, marriage
choices, fear resulting from international problems, etc.

As a way to lead you to application in your sermon take the “truths”
from your observation and interpretation steps, and state them as
"Timeless Truth" (what comes from the text as a command or
guideline to follow). The "Need" is something specific you can
identify as you think of your listening audience. The "Application" is
a listing of ideas you have of how this principle can be applied in the
listener's life. This example is from Joshua 4, the account of the
memorial stones.

TIMELESS TRUTH | NEED | APPLICATION
Tell them as often | Spiritual development | Whenever they ask or
as they ask of our children or give opportunity be

sure to give the reason
for spiritual beliefs.
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This does not have to be used as a chart in an outline as much as a
way of thinking. Sometimes we need visual tools to help us develop
habits. Another version of this is an outline that follows the pattern of:

1. Timeless Truth: {coming from the text)
A. Text: (give the text on which this principle is based)
B. Today: (apply it to your audience today)
2. Timeless Truth:
A, Text:
B. Today:

More will be said about developing the response to the message in
chapter 8, however it will be much easier deciding what that response
should be when there is a clear focus on the needs of the congregation.

Should applications be made as one goes along, or should they come
at the end of the sermon? The Puritans' form of preaching started with
"the doctrines" or teaching of the text followed by "the uses” or the
applications. Glen Knecht says that "applying assertions (main truths)
as one goes along tends to involve mind and heart together in the
pursuit of truth. ...But no two sermons are alike, and sometimes when
the whole truth is set before the people in all its splendor, one will find
that moment to be the ideal time to apply its force to the heart and
mind." For now, consider it best to make applications as you go
along.

PROBLEM STATEMENT

Having carefully worked at understanding the message of the text and
the needs of the listener we are now ready to construct our sermon.
Many good sources would at this point take you into styles of
homiletical outlines. My conviction is that if we are to learn
preaching that has relevancy to the needs of our people, and if its
focus is to be life change, then the homiletical style to use is the
"problem-solution approach.” | suggest it be foundational to our
preaching. Learn how to use it with variety, and then with the
influence of its thinking, try other approaches.
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The first task is to ask a question of your proposition: How? What?
Where? Why? Was this passage given to tell us why or how
something is to be done? Also consider the needs of your listeners as
to what they would ask this text, then formulate a problem that the text
will answer. Three important guidelines in writing the problem
statement are:

(1} Choose words that are most meaningful and concise.

{2) State a problem that people will want to hear about because it can
be applied to their life.

(3) State it in the form of a question (it forces you to unify the main
points by having them answer the question).

Poor: What does communion demonstrate?
Betterr 'What does the Lord want us to think about at
communion?

Poor:  What is the test of conduct given in Romans 14?
Better:  What five questions will help us determine if an action
is right?

SOLUTION OUTLINE

The main points taken from the passage which formed your
expositional outline will now be rewritten to form your homiletical
outline. These points must answer the question in the problem. They
must also conform to the following requirements of an outline:

Tests of an Qutline:
1) Unity - does each point answer the problem?

2) Progress -does each main idea point toward a climax building
on what was presented in the previous point?

3) Diversity - does each point say something that is exclusively
different from the others?

4) Balance - is there approximately equal importance and time
assigned to each?
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Things to avoid:

a} Use of conjunctions ("and") in the problem and points. [t usually
means you are having trouble establishing unity.

b) Starting points in an inconsistent form. It should be consistent in
using either a word, phrase, or grammatical construction. This
helps you meet standard of unity and diversity as well as helping
you remember the outline.

¢) Using points that do not answer the problem. If it distracts from
the goal of the message, save it for another time. Realize that it is
impossible to present the entire meaning of a passage. [
recommend no more than four main points (many sermons suffer
frotn more ideas than time to develop them).

d) Stretching the meaning of a word to make it fit or sound
rhythmical in the outline (eg. alliteration)

eg. Eph. 2:1-10 i
a) Three ravaging forces
b) Three redeeming facts
¢) Three resulting features

Things to do:

a) When possible use words from the text. It helps retain the
thoughts of the text and thus to recall the sermon.

eg. Phil. 4:1-4
What are we commanded to do in order to
preserve Christian unity?
a) Stand in the Lord (v.1)
b) Live in harmony in the Lord (v.2)
¢) Rejoice in the Lord (v.4)

b) Strive for simplicity and clarity. 1t is more important to
communicate than to be noted for your genius with words.

¢) Try for parallel statements which use similar lengths and kinds of
words.
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Do you always need to state your main points in numbered form
(“First,” “Second,” “Third”)? I suggest only when it is important to
remember distinct principles. Otherwise, let ideas build toward the
big idea or proposition without saying “First” etc.

Examples of outlines (from Glenn O 'Neal):

1 Corinthians 11:17-34
What does the Lord want us to think about at communion?

1. The price of our redemption (v. 24, 25)
2. The basis of our fellowship (v. 18, 20, 21, 29)
3. The beginning of the new covenant (v. 25, 26)

Isatah 6
What is the effect of seeing the Lord as heaven sees Him? (v. 1-3)

1. Submission to God’s work of cleansing (v. 5-7)
2. Obedience to God’s challenge to serve (v. 8-13)

Bryan Chapell says: “The bottom line for structure simply requires
that all expository sermons have F-O-R-M. Every outline should be. ..
Faithful to the text
Obvious from the text
Related to a Fallen Condition Focus
Moving toward a climax

Step 5 - Identify Audience Needs & the “FCF” o]

Step 6 — Form a Problem Statement.

Step 7 — Write a Solution Outline.
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Chapter 7:
SHAPING THE SERMON

Sermon development requires skillful use of methodology as well as
artful use of personal style. To this point { have tried to build a
method that is simple and systematic. Once the proposition, problem
and outline are complete, the foundation and framework of the sermon
are in place. However, finishing the structure has more to do with
personal style than methodology. There are several tools that can be
helpful in finishing the sermon construction which this chapter will
enumerate.

However, it is useful to remember: Three things must happen in
developing each of the main points or "timeless truths." Each must
be: explained, illustrated and applied.

EXPLAINED

The main points have been shaped into the homiletical outline to
answer "the problem." For most passages, each main point has its
own complement(s) -- something that explains it. We usually call

these subpoints -- they help to explain something about the main
point.

The structural diagram should reveal these subpoints. As the main
affirmations of the text emerge then the descriptive points come from
the text itself, from the observations and exegesis of the text, from the
context, and from parallel or supportive texts.

The basic purpose of supportive material is to make the proposition
clear or demonstrate the truth of the proposition and its main points.
If the text explains this particular truth then stay with the text. But
sometimes you need to go to other passages that speak of the same
thing. Be careful not to put your listener through a Bibie drill of
looking up verses. It is more important to handle the text and feel that
listener understands that first of all. Choose supportive texts that are
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strategic to explaining the truth in your main text. Your priority for
supportive texts are first from the context, second from the same
author, and then from other authors.

When using insights from your lexical exegesis the temptation is to
use Greek words as part of your explanation. As a general guideline
avoid using Greek terms itself but use the insights gicaned from such a
study. There are situations where it is helpful, for example, in
explaining dunamis (power) which sounds like our English word
dynamite. In this case, the word actually illustrates the concept.
However, over use of the Greek tends to create an impression in the
listener that to really understand the Bible you must know Greek. It
also causes a sense of separation of clergy and laity because of this
apparent special ability to understand "God's Janguage.”

Resources for Explaining

Our supporting material for explaining can help make our proposition
clear, demonstrate the truth of our proposition or just provide audience
rapport. Resources 1o use are:

Factual information from your preparation of the text is your
resource in explaining. Your preparation work will gather more
material than you can use in one sermon. Use only that which
supports your main points and helps accomplish your purpose. Be
willing to leave out any special insight that might distract from your
purpose.

Restatement is a helpful tool in explaining. People need time for
learning and repetition or restatement provides that time. Saying it
from another perspective sometimes brings clarity to a subject.

FEmotional color is another tool for the expositor. What were the
persons in the text feeling? Was it joy, sorrow, anger, fear? Finding a
way for your listener to feel that too might expedite their
understanding.

Quotations are useful as supportive matf:rial. If the person being
quoted has credibility and recognition with your audience then the
point is strengthened. A quote such as, "When a man gets rich the



BEDT APP L7 A 49 -

N“LOTSErT (LLINTA N"10T FS PALE T kA1 ool
APF7 nMLAT 2C NMIARC P5140-¢ FhtAhd o PUE@E
AR E514AF €L PE: hAUSTETE et AETS:
O1ET ANAYE ADETFTO5 (Itandaf "LH AADF@ KA1A°N-
AETT ADNGC RATA 2

atihdthine A T4 PAE IR APhan AP &TAAR (IATE
FUCT L hivd TO1EPTF 1970 hoot @ KIS @AF F
AIAAD Mg T hAWT mEd» PTLAOT PU-AT LY
ggp} T33P RONA HE @SATNT Hood A fapm LFAA:
AFFIT O avlFi PG ATA v E Tr+d hE&ECT: APAL
PUA K7L A@f ADIEOERA Naomed™ 01940 (Fon} 145
PrLIPNPh “TIF @9 oolLG 2.2 A0 ATLINLE: 11950 £999° 1.4
RIRYNCS NHU AhYE 11990 NPop715 heLI e}t aoh,§PF RIL-
¥ T Ao=hAN AFEFLFPT SOIC G (BUT5F TR
POLISAF DT PRI NN oolE PF WIS TMET TP

GHAP “18avd £ ARTAAR £mP 1A RA@-feh (ITATP 4114 AL
KIS0 AALAL 209 &6 SFINT-F 110G RAS 2 TU-T9°5
AATRPEFU-T9°: TIC 17 AF78 A MANADC odARh APT AT E
heath Afieh FEMATUTer AILET Hoo? PHL PREV-£ No-
AP LT PRUA Chal PANTT G0 ALFE oolt AR

Nav¥ 44 37 “140k ¢tAaf G Ak APTF R TL£7 P9

A @A) PALT AomI® WENTE Qo9 ovdt AL NFHFE N0D-
AENTF L0 INCE NILY 473 7 X7 avdhh.. PAT®: RATR
o0 heasfh delate

naC RMART: OPATE A&AL AA PHENES TIC 1 AL
AD-TFPFT ACINTANE PULmPar §T@: «hPND Aatar
PrLae AT AONA £0%F avAAhT AfR0 WILTITe- -

ATLRTF RILMNEFT QLET @PF9 OA5UT NILtTRY4 PLIAR 1oz

«ovTLD TaodARY PFLA@- ooFdd P5O ETTC 14 P7LA
@-ANE P oAb A@YF CHA tor BV PovTdh F&N Y-
APT ARETTax AS%N hIPY oolédT RAOT: AARY 45733
PTEE ARTLTT @L5™ YPOT hALTTRTT ool 8T 1AL SFm?
9L.e TPOTFT AThaayr 907 9°F Aléd £MAT AT aoomb e
AT

- 49 - Preaching for Life Change

Lord gets a lot of money or the Lord loses a man” gets the attention of
the listener when the main point is speaking about financial priorities.
A quote of Jim Elliot, missionary martyr in Ecuador, about his
sensitivity to preaching versus entertaining can say a lot considering
his life-message: "Lord deliver me from showmanship. 1 cannot
impress folk with my cleverness and at the same time minister to their
hearts and exalt the Saviour.”

Statistics can build a greater awareness of need. Knowing that fifty-
percent of the children in a particular school come from single parent
homes can bring a two thousand year old quote on "visiting the
fatherless" right to where we live today. Be careful of your source of
information and its credibility. In fun someone has used statistics to
show that in 1940 each car on the road had an average of 2.2 persons;
in 1950 it was 1.4; and at this rate by 1990 every third car on the road
will be empty. (However, beware of poor statistics.)

Cultural color also helps explain. Paul said in Gal. 4:14, "My tridl
which was in my flesh you did not despise or reject, but you received
me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus." It was not uncommon
for a Jew in that day to show how he despised someone with leprosy
or a physical uncleanness by spitting on the ground. Paul had a
physical problem that most believe was some disease of his eyes. He
said they could have spit on the ground because of it, instead they
received him as an angel -- no, as Jesus Christ Himself.

Underlying assumptions is what Walter Liefeld calls those
affirmations that lie below the surface but are important in the
communication of the main affirmations. A statement such as "Jesus
wept," has the underlying assumptions that Jesus felt all the human
emotions that we do and that he was overcome with grief at that
moment. "Waik in the Spirit" has the theological assumption of the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the aspect of what it means to live
(ie. walk) under the Spirit's control. If that theology of the Holy Spirit
is news to the listener then it needs to be explained. So we ask
ourselves what doctrines or facts might not be understood by our
listener and what needs to be explained in order to grasp the
implications of our main point.
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ILLUSTRATED

Qur listener needs "a window" to the truth of the main affirmations,
something that will bring light onto what is being explained.
[llustrations do just that. In the words of Glen Knecht, the main truths
"must be given feet to walk into people's lives. This is done by
imagery, illustration, explanation, enumeration, and personal witness."”

Stephen Brown says: "If you can't illustrate it, don't use it." It is
important to understand the truth you are wanting to illustrate. There
are several basic reasons for using illustrations:

Pedagogical reasons

Hlustrations are a form of review. How many times have you listened
to a radio program and wish you could push the rewind button to hear
it again? Illustrations provide repetition with variety. They replay,
rethink, restate while simultancously sustaining interest.

Psychological reasons

Dan Baumann says: "Much good preaching can be graphed. It has
climaxes throughout the sermon, usually concluding on a high note or
peak. Preaching with sustained intensity overtaxes a congregation.
Mental breathing spells, periodic mental rests, or humor will satisfy a
psychological need."

In radio they measure the "tune out times" - times when people quit
listening and tune their mind out from what is being said. I believe
that happens during our preaching and illustrations help bring people
"back to the program."

Emaotional reasons

We are created by God to not only think but to feel. God feels joy and
anger and being created in His image, we do too. Yet sometimes we
approach biblical truth strictly from the cognitive viewpoint.
Baumann says, "The Christian faith is not only known, but felt; it is
properly experienced at the 'gut level."" Iliustrations allow the listener
to respond to truth on an emotional level, and if a person's will makes
a decision it involves not only what they think but what they feel.
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Sources for lHustrations

Every preacher should have a system of collecting and filing
illustrations. Some of the sources for illustrations are:

The Bible

One of the greatest sources can be biblical stories in that they not only
illustrate truth but familiarize the listener with biblical content. Paul
said in 1 Cor. 10:11, "Now these things which happened to our
ancestors are illustrations of the way in which God works..."
(Phiilips). You should not read them from the text but relate them in a
storytelling method emphasizing the part for your illustration.

Personal Experiences

Using illustrations that happened to us allows the audience to feel that
this truth can also apply to them. Some of the reasons that God allows
difficulties in our life is so that we can better encourage others in the
same struggles. Howard Hendricks says, "They enable a speaker to
identify with his congregation and his congregation to identify with
him." Also personal illustrations are fresh, thus more interesting.

Some caution needs to be exercised with personal illustrations:

(1) Do not tell experiences that exalt yourself or your family.

(2) Do not tell stories about your wife or children unless you have
their permission.

(3} Do not reveal confidential information about members of the
congregation unless they have agreed to let you tell it. If people
feel you reveal information from your counselling with them, you
will destroy your counselling ministry.

Current Events

Karl Barth said, the preacher must preach with the Bible in one hand
and the newspaper in the other. Current events can communicate
biblical truth in relevant terms. Bill Hybels feels so strongly on the
need to relate biblical truth to the contemporary mind that he selects
60 to 70 percent of his itlustrations from current events. He explains,
"when I can use a contemporary illustration, I build credibility. The
unsaved person says, 'He's in the same world I'm in.™
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Books

Sometimes novels can be great sources of materiat such as C.S. Lewis’
Screwtape Letters or biographies such as the story of Mehari
Choramo, Ethiopian Revivalist. There is a constant challenge to read
and to file references to such illustrations, but it can be one of the
most fruitful sources because of its storytelling nature.

Imagination

Sometimes an illustration cannot be found and it is acceptable to
create your own fable as long as you do not present it as truth,
Sometimes we so desperately wish that it happened to us that we tell it
as if it did. There have been several occasions where I have heard a
preacher relate a dramatic event that happened to him, only to hear it
again from some other preacher. Fables begin in the imagination of
some human author. It can be yours, as long as your audience
understands that.

Nature and Science

Jesus often used things of nature for illustrations -- the fig tree, the
mustard seed. God has tucked away in creation wonderful
illustrations of His truth. Read Gary Richmond's book, 4 View from
the Zoo, for great illustrations of theological truth.

When to Hlustrate

As a general guideline, look to illustrate or "cast a window of light” on
every principle or timeless truth in your message. Ilustrating can be
as simple as a metaphor of nature or as involved as a story. David
Gudgel writing in Moody Monthly offered these reasons for
illustrating:

To Capture Attention

We are constantly fighting for people's attention. The competition is
what happens on the way to church or what they are thinking about
doing after church. Bruce Wilkinson of Walk Thru the Bible says,
*An illustration, whether humorous, biblical, personal, or imaginary,
is often the best way to capture the attention of the audience.”
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For Personal Identification

Ilustrations enable a congregation to relate to the speaker. If they can
see how the truth has worked out in vour life, they'll be motivated to
let it work in theirs too.

For Needed Clarification

The late Ray Stedman says you should illustrate "whenever you feel
what you are attempting to convey requires it. It may be difficult to
understand, it may lack color and appeal, it may need dramatization in
order to be fully understood.”

Chuck Swindoll suggests: "Illustrate whenever an issue is perhaps a
bit unclear or too theoretical. Follow a simple plan - use the well-
known and the familiar to shed light on the unknown and unfamiliar.”

To Hold Attention

Howard Hendrick's analysis is: "The nature of our culture is highly
visual and poorly verbal. Listening skills are rapidly deteriorating
under the input of TV and therefore one has to paint more pictures and
change his pace more frequently than ever before."

For Fresh Repetition

David Gudgel quotes a well-known saying that a preacher must first
"tell his congregation what he's going to tell them, tell them, and then
tell them what he told them." Illustrations are a key to saying the
same thing over again without it sounding the same.

To Improve Retention

John MacArthur Jr. pictures his listeners filling up their thimble of
truth during the sermon, then after the service dumping it out before
they drive home. Because illustrations linger in the mind, he says that
God can use them to help believers recall the truth and take
appropriate action.

Suggestions for Using lllustrations

1. [lustrate every main point. If it is a main affirmation of truth then
it deserves "a window" to shed some light on it.
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Glenn O'Neal counsels: make sure there is no period longer than two
minutes without at least a brief 'window." Others have warned against
too many itlustrations distracting from the main point. I think some of
that has to be adapted to your audience. A more youthful audience
demands more illustrations. [ have found Canadian audiences
sometimes react to certain American preachers because of their
"excessive use of illustrations.” However, I emphasize again, for
every main point use at least one illustration.

2. Commit your illustration to memory. Eye contact is important if
you want the audience's emotional involvement.

3. Don't announce that you are going to tell a story, Move directly
into it. If its humour, don't say "I heard this really funny joke." The
audience can decide if its funny and can make the transition to the
point -- if it really fits.

4. Make your illustrations brief and to the point. Keep it simple.
Leave out confusing details. Spurgeon used to say illustrations are

windows, not the house. If it doesn't support your main point, don't
use it.

5. Keep them in good taste. Never say anything that is morally
inappropriate. If in doubt, try it on someone beforehand.

6. Keep them practical. They need to help the listener relate truth to
real life. Constantly using George Mueller as an example of faith
because he saw thousands of dollars come in for his orphanage
without every asking, or Paul Yonggi Cho who prays everyday for
three to four hours, can make truth seem beyond their reach and
produce some despair. This is not to say never use them but use them
in balance with practical illustrations your listener can relate to.

APPLIED

Every main point or affirmation needs to be applied. This is not the
same as calling for a response to the message (see chapter 9).
Application is something that started with the formation of the
purpose statement and is in process until completion of the final
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sentence. John Bettler says application is the essence of preaching. It
should not be vicwed as an "add-on" to the sermon for preaching is
application.6

When preaching on Psalm 37 my purpose was to have the listener
identify one area of their life where they could practice trusting God in
this next week. However, Psalm 37 refers many times to what will
happen to the wicked. 1 found it appropriate in my exposition to apply
it to us, saying, "This also says to us that if we know we are doing
something wrong, God will judge it. Judgment is inevitable." That is
applying the truth even though it is not the response that will be called
for at the conclusion of the message. We need to be looking for how
each main point can be applied to the listener's life.

Application usually lacks because we fail to press it to the point of
relevancy. We tend to apply it by saying, "We need to guard against
worldliness in our life.” We then hope that statement will rattle lose
some habit in the listener’s life. Sometimes it does, but more often it
hangs there as some vague reference to lifestyle that fails to make any
difference. Bettler says that "preaching is concrete application. That
is, it not only tells the hearer what to do, but also how to do 1t."7

Think of the audience that will be hearing this sermon. In fact, take
the example of Harry Emerson Fosdick who would rethink his sermon
imagining each of his congregation before him to see if it matched
their spiritual needs. Now press the application to the individual
listener. What will it mean to him or her? Could you say, "We need
to guard against worldliness, such as letting worldly entertainments
keep us from our Bible reading, or cutting corners on income tax
forms, or closing our wallets when a brother or sister needs help."

Think of the kinds of pecple in your audience -- the single parent, the
factory worker, the mother at home with the children, the high school
student, etc. When the point needs to be applied, how does it fit each
of them? Obviously, you can't cover everybody or your application
might sound like a grocery list. And you can't keep pressing the same
application throughout or it will sound like a parent over correcting
the child. However, I fear we err on the side of not being specific
enough.
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How do these subjects vary in their application to the kinds of
listeners?

Coveting Forgiving Trusting God

Student

Business
man

House
wife

Spurgeon said: "Where the application begins, there the sermon
begins." Some leave application until the conclusion of the message.
Billy Graham has on occasions begun his message by telling the
audience that at the conclusion he will invite them to come forward to
give their life to Christ. We should not be predictable as to how and
when we make applications, except to say that every main point of the
sermon needs to be applied in some way so that the listener
understands how his or her life should change.

This is not, however, the same as calling for a response to the message
which is the next step in our developing a sermon.

Step 8 — Explain, lllustrate, Apply each main point.
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Chapter 8:
CALLING FOR A RESPONSE: THE CONCLUSION

After the body of the sermon has been developed the next step is
forming the conclusion. The sermon should be a crescendo of high
points coming like waves until the final grand summation of thought
and feeling, preparing the audience to want to do something. If so,
this could be the most difficult step of all.

The Conclusion

[ will use the term "the conclusion” for the last stage of the message
because of its common usage, but I would like to think of it in two
parts: a summation and a response. The summation is bringing
together the ideas of the text back to that central idea so that a specific
response can be called for. For practical reasons we will cali both the
conclusion though I will lay a greater emphasis on calling for a
response.

Haddon Robinson gives this helpful description in his text, Biblical
Preaching.

The purpose of the conclusion is to conclude -- not merely 1o
stop. It should be more than a swipe at getting out of an
awkward situation: "May God help us live in the Jight of
these great truths.” ...He should conclude, and the sermon
should produce a feeling of finality. Like a lawyer, a
minister asks for a verdict. The congregation should see the
idea entire and complete, and listeners should know and feel
what God's truth demands of them. Directly or indirectly the
conclusion answers the question, So what? What difference
does this make? And the people face another question: Am I
willing to allow God to make that difference in my
experience?
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HOW TO CONCLUDE A MESSAGE

Review of the main points

The conclusion should take us back to the "problem statement" and
recapitulate the points that answered the problem. It is a drawing
together of ideas that lead to the proposition. If the sermon has been
crafted in a narrative form without the obvious distinction of main
points then bring the listener back to the proposition itself. There are
several things that you should not do in the conclusion.

(1) Avoid introducing new exposition. W. E. Sangster says, "1t is
positively harmful to introduce fresh lines of thought now. They will
militate for attention against the positions already won." If the idea
didn't fit earlier it probably doesn't fit now, so save it for another time.

(2) Avoid saying "in conclusion." This is usually the signal to get -
ready to head for home. Even worse is the multiple promises that this
ordeal is coming to an end. Sangster quips, "How wearisome it is to
run with a (verbose) preacher through the whole gamut of "Finally ...;
Lastly ...; In conclusion ...," and still have another seven minutes to
go! It is amazing how many synonyms can be found for "finally." It
is best to avoid all this stimulation of hope and run right on to that
clear conclusion that has been in your eye from the moment you set
out."

(3) Avoid re-preaching the message. If the audience's response is not
what you wanted, you can't salvage it by re-preaching it.

Refocus on the proposition.

In a sense reviewing the problem and main points is a refocusing on
the proposition. The proposition was the sermon in a sentence. It was
the essence of "this is the message from the Lord for us." Your
conclusion then needs to bring your listener to an awareness of what
God is saying to us.

Some of the elements that can be used for refocusing are:

a) an illustration that captures the essence and emotion of the
central idea.
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b) a quotation that is more poignant and vivid than your words
can be.

¢) a question that digs at the heart of the central idea, such as:
"When God speaks, do you listen?"

d) a poem which can state an idea in powerful terms (if you use
this, memorize the words).

e) a song which is sung by a soloist like a prayer (have audience
bow their heads and in that quiet moment the person sings) or a
chorus the audience sings together.

f) a prayer when it becomes an honest petition to the Lord of the
essence of the central idea.

Call for a response

Here is the essence of “preaching for life change” as a homiletical
style. It is that everything in the sermon should lead to the response.
When you stated the purpose of the sermon, you set a direction of
thought for the desired response. As you developed your problem
statement you prepared the way for a specific response that you will
ask your audience to make.

To help you think in more specific terms ask: What do T want my
listener to know, feel, or do as a result of this message? What
objective do I have for this message? What should the truth of this
passage accomplish?

Some will object at this point and say that it is the work of the Holy
Spirit to be specific in the response. I have heard pastors say, "We
present the exposition of the Word and the Holy Spirit applies it." If
that is true, why is the church today enjoying some of history's finest
expositors and demonstrating some of the weakest commitment?
Why does it seem that we are living in a day of mass mediocrity?

The great revivalist preachers were not all great expositors but they
were good at calling people to commitment. My emphasis on calling
for a response is simply calling for commitment in ways that fit the
message. Ask people, "What did the preacher say?" and if the
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message was well organized and interesting, most can tell you the
theme. But try, "What did he ask you to do?" and most cannot teil
you. Why? Because our message is tacking the conclusion that says,
"Stop doing this" or "Start doing that."

We need a revival in our pulpits. We need pastors who will plead
with God to do great things in the fives of his people, who will
expound God's Word so that it applies to the lives of his people, and
then ask his people to do great things.

It is easy for all of us to become so involved with the facts of the
Word that we omit the application of the Word. John Stott once
remarked:

I used to think it was my task as a preacher simply to
expound the Scriptures and leave the Holy Spirit to do the
applying. I no Jonger do that. 1 probably wrestle hardest
with the practicality, with the relevance and application.

HOW THE RESPONSE IS DIFFERENT FROM APPLICATION

Response is the main application. Throughout the message you may
be drawing applications, such as what this means to us or how we live,
but the response is a specific action that we will ask the audience to
do.

It will fit the theme of the message so it will not always be the same

response. But it will be a call to change something. it can take many

forms:

s an altar call,

e writing a planned action on the message outline,

* making a commitment of some kind (such as praying for one non-
Christian friend this week),

e going home and doing something (preparing food for the poor),

o some exchange between people after the service,

o something we say to the Lord or a time of praise to the Lord (if the
response called for relates to worship), _

or any avenue your creativity takes you in giving people something

they do to apply God's Word.
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Exercise in forming the Response

The following gives two examples of a possible response to a message
theme. In planning your message response, think in terms of your
congregation and what you could ask them to do. Use the incomplete
“theme-reponse™ to practice thinking of responses.

Message Theme Possible Response

1) dealing with anger writing a plan of action of how to

deal with something that makes me
angry

2) challenge to witness (think not only in terms of the
larger task--witnessing--but the
component tasks--praying for or
spending time with a non-Christian,
memorizing verses for witnessing)

3) inviting to accept Christ

4) learning to worship God
5) learning to accept others

In calling for a response help people see what would be the results if
they actually did this; what would change for them or their families or
their church? Then ask them to do it. At this point an illustration or
personal experience could help. But it needs to culminate in a call to
action. The sermon needs to land on a place where people can
respond to what God has been saying to them.

"You Preaching"

An important influence in how we call for a response is our view of
"we preaching” or "you preaching.” It is not just a verbal game of
pronouns but our view of responsibility and authority in calling for
change.
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Jay Adams says that preaching stands apart from lecturing in the use
of pronouns. He says that a lecturer talks about the Bible in the past
tense using third person pronouns ("he,” "she," "they”) whereas the
preacher talks from the Bible to the congregation in the present tense
using second person pronouns ("you"). He will speak "about God and
themselves on the basis of what God said and did to others and to
them in Bible times."

To always speak as "you" and never as "we" could at times produce an
unhealthy distancing with the congregation and a sense of arrogance.
They should know that while you speak with the authority of God's
messenger, you are also in need of applying the Word of God to your
life.

Haddon Robinson says: "Good preachers identify with their hearers
when they preach. All of us stand before God to hear what God's
Word says to us. The Letter to the Hebrews says that the high priest
was taken from among men to minister to man.... With the people, he
stood before God in need of cleansing. In identifying with the people,
he represented the people to God. But the same priest also represented
God to the people. Somehow, that's also what preaching does.

"When I'm listening to a good sermon, there comes a point when [
lose track of all the people around me. As the preacher speaks, I
experience God talking to me about me. ...At that point, it's
appropriate for the preacher to leave behind "we" in favor of "you."
No longer is the preacher representing the people to God; he is
representing God to the people. ...He's simply challenging each
listener to make personal application.”

SUMMARY

The better the preacher knows his audience the more specific the call
to action can be. What we are trying to do is help people put into
practice the truth of God’s Word. Over and over Jesus would say —
don’t just be hearers of the Word but doers of the Word!

Step 9 - Develop a Call to Action.
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Chapter 9:
READINESS TO LISTEN: THE INTRODUCTION

The introduction is the last step in sermon preparation, even after the
formulating the conclusion. If you know where you are taking the
listener you are better equipped on how to prepare your listener to get
there.

The introduction is preparing the audience to be ready to listen. Even
if your subject needs no introduction, your audience does. In fact,
many times they will decide their need to listen in the first two
minutes of the sermon.

PURPOSE OF INTRODUCTIONS

(1) Secure attention so they are ready to listen.

(2) Allow audience to identify personal needs that the message will
speak to so that they see the message as vital.

(3) Give background information so as to understand the text (such
as unfamiliar terms or historical information).

(4) Establish the direction of thought that the message will take (ina
problem-solution outline it will bring us to the problem
statement)

THE ATTENTION STEP
What to use for an introduction that secures the listener’s attention:

(1) Personal experiences if they are brief and to the point.
(2) A story, either from current news or past events.

(3) A humorous story (only if appropriate to the sermon).
(4) A question that could have a startling effect.

(5) A quotation that catches people’s attention.
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THE NEED STEP

This step in forming the introduction involves awakening interest so
that each listener considers the message as vital and relevant. The
FCF (Fallen Condition Focus) of the passage can help us know what
kind of needs to look for in our listener.

The following is a list of universal desires to consider in identifying
listener needs:

(1) To love others

(2) To be loved by others

(3) To be accepted by one’s peers
(4) To have peace of mind

(5) To have good health

(6) To lead a meaningful life

(7) To live without fear of death
(8) To be protected from harm

(9) To have job security

(10) To accumulate knowledge
(11) To have a happy family

(12) To experience success in business

Needs applicable to the Christian:

(1) to find God’s will for one’s life

(2) to learn about the Bible

(3) to grow as a Christian

(4) to deepen the fellowship with other Christians
(5) toreach others for Christ

(6) to guide one’s family for the honor of Christ

Write your introduction with a particular need of your audience in
mind and how that need would be felt by various groups or kinds of
people in you audience.

When do you read your Bible text?

Some prefer to read their text before they begin the sermon. 1 usually
prefer to prepare the audience for listening and then read the text after
I have given the problem statement. This way the text has more
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meaning as they begin listening for the sclution in the text. Sometimes
it is best to read the text in sections throughout the sermon as each
section is needed for a main point. There are no rules. Do what seems
appropriate to the sermon.

IMPROVING IMPACT

* Find some way to prepare the audience for the response in the
formation of the introduction.

¢ Be sure the subject and the problem are clear at the end of the
introduction.

e Use questions as a means of transitioning from one¢ thought to
another.

TRANSITIONS

Transitional statements help bring the listener back to the structure of
the sermon and how one point relates to another. It attaches the
previous idea to the next one coming.

Often repeating or restating the problem statement can be a
transitional statement. Another way to use a transitional statement
might be: “So we not only are promised the peace of God, but we are
also promised... The Peace of God.”

Even with a narrative form of preaching that doesn’t enumerate points
we still need well thought out statements that move us to the next idea
without the feeling of being jerked and bounced along in some
illogical ride.

Suggestions for Transitions:

(1) Don’t assume the audience has followed your outline. They
experience “tune-out times” and need help in coming back to the
sermon structure.

(2) Vary the statement of transition. Don’t be predictable.

(3) State concisely your transitional sentence. It is not a review of the
entire point.

(4) Confine numbering to main points only. Giving numbers to
subpoints often confuses the audience.
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TITLES

If you are in need of advertising or announcing the title of your
sermon in advance then formulating a title that will catch people’s
attention is very important. For the non-Christian especially, a title
that speaks to their needs and interests will help them decide whether
they will come to church. When the non-Christian reads our title he
should respond with: “Now that’s something I want to hear about.”

Things to avoid in formulating a title:

(1) Overstatement — promising more than you can deliver in the
sermon (“How to Get God to Answer Your Prayers™).

{2) Sensationalism — making the title sensational but not keeping
good taste (“Sex and the Girl on the Roof™).

(3} Remoteness — using titles that do not provoke interest (“The Key
to the Cross™).

The following are examples of titles that touch a genuine need and
capture interest.

“Keeping Your Marriage Alive”
“Why Does God Let Good People Suffer?”
“How Does God Answer Prayers?”

If you are using titles for promotion test it on others to see whether it
captures their attention. If it doesn’t it becomes a waste of time to craft
a title for the sermon.

SUMMARY

We now have completed the basic structure of a problem-solution
sermon. A very helpful tool to use at this point is the “motivated
sequence” which is a structure for persuasion.

Because sermons are persuading people to change I use this as a
communication grid to overlay my sermon outline. It should be
applied after the exegesis and homiletical form are developed. 1t
becomes something of a check-list to see if you have accomplished
each of the steps within your sermon structure.
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The five steps of the “motivated sequence” are:

[ STEP FUNCTION AUDIENCE RESPONSE |
1.
Attention Getting attention “l want to listen.”
Step
2.

Need Showing the need: “Something needs to be
Step describing the problem  done” “This is why [ need
(“Fallen Condition Focus™} to hear this.”

3

Satisfaction  Satisfying the need - “This is what to do (believe
Step presenting the solution  or feel) to satisfy the need.”

4.

Personalize Personalize the results: “/ can see myself enjoying
Step what would happen if... the satisfaction of doing

(believing) this.”
5. .
Action Step  Requesting action or “ will do (believe) this.”

approval

in any method of sermon preparation the preacher needs to ask
himself:

(1) How can I get their attention so they are ready to listen?

(2) How can [ create a sense¢ of need for the message?

(3) How does this passage answer how that need will be met?

(4) What would happen if we actually did this in our life?

(5) What am | asking you and me o do as a result of this message?

The principle of communication that summarizes this is — To be
willing to change, the listener must identify with the need and be able
to see how that need can be satisfied.

Step 10 — Write the Introduction.

- ]
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Chapter 10:
PREACHING NARRATIVE SERMONS

Ethiopian culture in particular and African culture in general leans
more towards story-telling as a way of communicating than Western
culture’s method of the linear argument. While the Ethiopian mind
likes logical thinking and clear ways of arranging truths, it also likes a
narrative or story-telling style of speaking, Thus it is important to
learn to use the narrative sermon.

The overall process in preparing a narrative sermon wiil be:
1. Understand the purpose of the passage (biblical text)

2. Discover how the story communicates that purpose.

3. Tell the story so as to lead the listener to that purpose.

Discovering the plot of the story involves finding these elements:
e character,
s complication,
e climax, and
s conclusion.

The character stage sets the scene, introduces the players, creates the
mood. The complication stage lets the scene unfold the problem and
the conflicts or confrontations that complicate that problem. The
climax discloses the clue to resolution and the turning point. The
conclusion shows the resolution in relation to our characters.

In preaching on a narrative text it is sometimes appropriate to let the
sermon unfold using the same clements of a dramatic story. You first
set the character of the scene from which the problem will emerge.
You next bring out the problem that they face. Eugene Lowery calls
this "the bind." You develop the story as the complications unfold
through the various conflicts the characters have in the text. You then
bring it to a climax as to how it can be resolved or was resolved and
let the conclusion provide the solution to the audience for the problem.
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The majority of the sermon is developing the character, complications,
and climax. The concluding portion presents the solutions that are
applicable to the listener. Philip Yancey argues that all sermons
should have a similar "tension" factor of something that needs to be
resolved and that the audience is wanting to hear.

A sample outline of a dramatic plot sermon by Linda Lee-Batten....

Introduction: story of Linda's accident and discouragement
Problem: Why do Christians have to suffer?
CHARACTER A. Hannah's grief

- barrenness

- considered a sign of God's judgment

COMPLICATION  B. Hannah's conflict
- why God would cause her suffering
- Peninnah’s jealousy
- Shiloah deepens her grief
- Eli accuses her of drunkenness

CLIMAX C. Hannah's response
- what she does not do - retaliate
- what she does - seeks relief from
God

CONCLUSION D. Hannah's lessons for us
(Why do Christians suffer?)
1) to encourage spiritual development
2) to learn the refuge of prayer
3) to experience the gospel
4) to teach a life of trust

SHAPING THE SERMON

Develop a structure for the sermon: (1) Secure the listener’s
attention. (2) Ask a question — “problem statement.” (3) Make the
story tell the purpose — provide the solution with the dramatic plot or
the emotional setting of the text leading us to the climax. (4) Call for
a response based on the solutions of the story.
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Discover the details of the story. As you read the story ask yourself:

What can you see? How do you feel? What could you hear? What
could you touch? As you tell the story try to use those details that
will help the story come alive for your audience.

Give the story “sense appeal.” What language, what sounds and what
gestures can help your audience see and feel this story?
(see page 77-78 for help on telling the story)

OTHER WAYS TO USE NARRATIVES

The narrative style is also important because there are passages which
beg a different approach in presenting the exposition. These need
adequate preparation for the listener before the problem of the passage
can be presented. A narrative form can help do that.

When outlining passages such as a Psalm, the statement of problem
will still provide relevancy but it may not provide the entire outline.
The emotional setting of the passage may need to be developed before
the problem can be presented. Forexample, a message on Psalm 22
for a communion service may have a problem statement of: When we
remember Christ's sacrifice, what should we want to do? The answer
given by David is: (1) "I will tell..." (v.22);

(2) "1 will praise..." (v.22-24)

(3) "I will pay my vows..." (v.25).

However, to arrive at this response we need a deep appreciation of
how Christ suffered spiritually and how He suffered physically. Most
of the Psalm is devoted to explaining this so the outline could possibly
be: a) How Christ suffered (spiritually — emotionally — physically)
b) How we respond to His suffering —
(1) "1 will telf" (2) " will praise™ (3) "I will pay by vows"

In this case, the problem can still be presented near the beginning of
the message so as to help the audience develop a need for listening,
but the solution comes after the emotional development of the text
which can employ a narrative form in relating how Christ suffered. A
similar approach is to use the first part of the sermon to tell the story
that forms the background to the text and then present the problem and
solution. If the purpose is clear then a variety of forms can be utilized.
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Chapter 11:
PRESENTING THE SERMON

An Addis taxi driver reaches the pearly gates and announces his
presence to St.Peter, who looks him up in his big book. Upon reading
the entry for the driver, St. Peter invites him to grab a silk robe and a
golden staff and to proceed into heaven.

A preacher is next in line behind the driver and has been watching
these proceedings with interest. He announces himself to St. Peter.
Upon scanning the preacher's entry in the big book, St. Peter furrows
his brow and says, "Okay, we'll let you in, but take that cloth robe and
wooden staff.”

The preacher is astonished and replies, "But I'm a preacher in the
church. You gave that taxi driver a gold staff and a silk robe. Surely
rate higher than a taxi driver."

St. Peter responded matter-of-factly: "Here we are interested in
results. When you preached, people slept. When the driver drove his
taxi, people prayed.”

Unfortunately, when some preachers speak, some people sleep. They
may have good content but lack good delivery. It takes work to stay
with them and not let the mind wander.

The following is a brief listing of factors that affect one’s ability to
deliver a sermon that communicates — that helps people to listen.

Passion

If you do not have passion about your message, no one else will. What
do you feel strongly about in terms of the content of your message?
Sometimes a lack of passion is because of a lack of ideas deserving
enthusiasm. Sometimes the preacher feels passion for his message but
is too reserved to let it out, But the audience must feel from you that
this is important.
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Intensity

An old adage for preachers is: “When the point is weak, pound the
pulpit.” Some pound the pulpit for dramatic effect, some to keep their
audience awake. Today’s audience, especially young aduits, are
wanting a communicator who can speak in a conversational manner —
with intensity. He makes the listener feel that he is speaking directly
to him/her as an individual.

Eye Contact

Learn to look you listener in the eye. It is annoying when the speaker
looks above your head or to one part of the audience and ignores your
side. Scan your audience while you speak. Let everyone feel you are
talking to them. Try not to concentrate on anyone in particular lest
they become uncomfortable.

Audience Awareness

Learn to read people’s faces so as to ascertain their lack of
understanding, their waning interest, or even their antagonism.

Inflection

Inflection and volume of the voice communicate more than we realize.
We can bring life to words or enhance depth of meaning by the way
that we use inflection. Listen to effective speakers and try to learn
how they use inflections effectively. Observe how a change in volume
as well as rate can capture people’s attention or a change to quiet
intensity at the appropriate moment and people listen. Never changing
is very tiring for the listener.

Voice Quality

Poor voice quality is a form of interference in the communication
process. Some need to work on improving their voice quality. This is
not easy but it can be done. Listen to your voice n a tape recorder and
enlist the help of a voice teacher for exercises. Learning voice quality
and projection is essentially the same method as learning to sing.

In our electronic era a word needs to be said about using microphones
(“electronic projection”). Talk across the microphone and not into it to
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avoid popping noises. Always keep the microphone as a pivotal point
between you and the audience. When speaking to your audience on
your right, do not turn away from the mic but shift your body position
to keep the mic between you and that part of the audience.

The Pause

Most of us are uncomfortable with any empty spaces in talking. We
want to fill it with something. However, that quiet moment known as
the pause can be a powerful moment when used effectively. It makes
people think and reflect. It gives you a chance to judge their response.

Gestures

Because the eye instinctively follows any moving object, gestures and
body movement can help awaken the listener’s attention. It must be
appropriate to the point and to the speaking occasion. The larger the
audience, the larger the gesture or movement required. The more
formal the occasion, the fewer movements should be used.

Gestures are meant to convey some thought or emotion or to reinforce
with greater strength what is being said. They can also increase the
speaker’s energy and self-confidence. Gestures have to be natural. To
wave your arms or walk about on the platform when it is not
comfortable will become obvious to your audience. When you are
relaxed your audience will be too. Excessive movement ¢an be a
distraction for your audience.

Try speaking in front of a mirror and work at gestures and movement
that you find comfortable. Practice some of the conventional gestures
such as:

pointing clenching the fist
giving cautioning
receiving rejecting

Try descriptive gestures that would tell size, shape, or motion of some
object. Try facial expressions that convey that convey emotions of
joy, sorrow, anger, disappointment, etc.
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While words may carry the substance of our message in preaching, the
gestures are an important part of the communication process that
facilitate the hearing of the Word.

METHOD OF DELIVERY

The question is whether you should preach with outline notes, with a
full manuscript, or without notes. John Calvin criticized preachers in
the Church of England for going into the pulpit with manuscripts
saying it hindered the power of God. Jonathan Edwards used a
complete manuscript in delivering his sermon, “Sinners in the Hands
of an Angry God,” the sermon that sparked the Great Awakening in
America.

I recommend writing out the full manuscript so that the ideas are
thought through and well crafted. However, if you go into the pulpit
with just outline notes it helps you become more personal in your
communication. Using outline notes, or no notes at all, frees one to
talk directly to people. It also forces one to a greater dependency on
the Holy Spirit in presenting the sermon.

READING SCRIPTURE

While we theologically hold to our belief that Scripture is living and
dynamic, we sometimes read it as though it were dull and boring. In
the public reading of Scripture the following can help communicate

what the Word really is — living and dynamic,

1)} In narratives try to understand how the person was feeling and
convey that through your voice. Without being overly dramatic,
try to let people “see” the characters. If an epistle, let them hear it
as if the author was speaking to them. Imagine you are living out
the text or the story.

2) Prepare yourself in advance to fully understand the meaning of the
passage. Pretend you are the author. What are you thinking and
feeling? How will you reflect that meaning in your manner of
reading?



HEDT AT QOHT -A75-
-75 - Preaching for Life Change

3) Establish eye contact with your audience. Let them sense you are
talking to them. Try memorizing the text to facilitate this
interaction.
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READING POETRY

Similar methods of using inflections and voice dynamics should be
used when reading poetry. Look for when the voice should go up or
down, when words should be emphasized, where pauses are needed.

Mark the poem for reading with: pauses — //
voice rises or lowers — w4
word emphasized — underline

Fl-F=- 09 G&FT

L0 ART Pop}d0 omd, It

h~ 28 +o7f AN AT

ha 2@+ mCH oLE REPTIF AT
FCTT? AD P9°F G4LF7

Afraid — of what?
To feel the spirit’s glad release
To pass from pain to perfect peace

The strife and strain of life to cease
Afraid? Of that?
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Afraid — of what?

Afraid to see the Savior’s face

To hear His welcome and to trace

The glory gleaned from wounds of grace
Afraid? Of that?
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STORYTELLING

We know from educational theory that we learn best through “direct
experiences” — things we expertence in real life with all our senses
(seeing, feeling, hearing, smelling, and touching). However, it is
possible to learn through “indirect experiences” where there is a
representation of real life, such as storytelling. If the story is merely
words without any representation of the real life event (imagination of
what the senses would be experiencing) the story would not have as
great an impact. Therefore, as much as possible we need to appeal to
the senses in our preaching.

To do this we employ: (1) descriptive language, (2) appropriate sound,
and (3) effective gestures. Descriptive language uses words that
produce the memory of that particular sense. Words such as fuzzy,
bitter, bang, giggling, all produce indirect experiences. Use of sounds
can add to that either by employing pitch or rate of speech to heighten
the experience. Describing a car chase in a rapid succession of words
can bring it to life, and adding a physical bang with the hands to
describe the crash brings one more dimension. Gestures can be what
we do with our hands but it can also be what we do with our face.
Describing something bitter with the appropriate facial expression or
being tight-faced with a character who is angry, transports the listener
into an “almost real” experience.

To be an effective storyteller you have to relive the experience in your
mind. How was the character feeling? responding? acting? Now
relive it with enough description for the hearer to “see” it too.

In the first sentence try to let your characters enter and the plot begin.
“Samuel was your typical, middle-class church go-er, except for one
thing. He would always take something out of the offering basket as it
passed by, a habit the elders were not appreciating.”

Good stories will then lead you through various events in a straight
line to the climax. This is the highest point in the story where the
problems are solved, a discovery is made, a person is found out. At
that point the ending needs to be as concise as possible so as not to
distract from the point of the story.
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Jay Adams gives four principles for storytelling.

[. Be sure that the stories will evoke from the background of the
congregation to which it is told. Telling farm stories to an inner
city audience will make it difficult to “connect.”

2. New, unique and different materials evoke response when they are
carefully described and explained.

3. Tell something that is old and familiar in a new and different way.

4. Avoid canned, trite, worn stories. Find vour own. Use your own
experiences; refer to things around you.

(see chapter 10— "Preaching Narrative Sermons” — for the development and
structure of the story}

SUMMARY

As we study how Jesus preached we see His use of storytelling as His
most common method. But as we imagine His actual speaking
situations there was no hint of it being bland or boring. Rather we see
emotional responses of love or rebuke. We see Jesus picking up a
child and putting him at the center of attention as Jesus talked. Jesus
appealed to the senses in His communication — and we should too.
The reason is not because we strive to be a great orator, but because
the message deserves every effort to be understood.
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Chapter 12:
THE DYNAMICS OF CHANGE

The theme of this book has been that “preaching is not the
transmission of information but the transformation of persons.”
Preaching that is life changing is possible when it is Spirit directed,
when it is need centered, when it is expository in its content, and when
a specific response is called for. The method of this book has been to
focus on a problem the listener js feeling and a solution the Scripture
is teaching.

AREAS OF CHANGE

The areas of change which are the focus of preaching would be:

Beliefs are those things one holds to be true. We form our beliefs on
the basis of what we know plus how we feel about it. We become
committed to that position because we believe it is true. 1f we are
trying to motivate people to be involved in evangelism, they must
have a belief that the non-Christian is destined to hell. Unless they
have that belief, we can preach our heart out and still most won’t do
evangelism.

Attitudes are usually opinions held that would incline us to a
particular action or belief. Prejudices would be included in this. One
responds in a particular way because of an attitude held. Attitudes can
affect what we are willing to believe or willing to value. We may
have an attitude that says a particular race of people is inferior.
Learning to value everyone as more important than oneself (Phil. 2:3)
can change our attitude.
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Values are our standards on which we make choices. They decide
what is right or wrong, good or bad, important or unimportant.
Whereas attitudes are the lcast stable, values are the least subject to
change. Values are more abstract but are foundational to the other
areas. What we believe or what attitudes we demonstrate, even how
we act, will often depend on the values we hold.

It is disturbing how Christians will watch videos that are very sexual
in content and yet believe Christian truths. Their actions contradict
their beliefs because they value self-pleasure (hedonism) more than
pleasing God. It is important that we seek change in not only beliefs
and attitudes but also in values. Values can change but require greater
effort and time because they are shaped by beliefs and attitudes.

Actions are the way we do something, usually reflected in more overt
physical behavior. Habits of our life, things that we do because of an
attitude, belief or value is what we will call actions.

Usually we would say how we act is the result of what we value or
how we feel, however, there are times when actions can form values
or attitudes. Acting loving with a spouse can sometimes help produce
love. Requiring a standard of cleanliness with a teenager can help
them value cleanliness. But is doesn’t always work this way and the
stronger process is to value or believe something and then act
accordingly.

HOW CHANGE TAKES PLACE

How do we make decisions? ls it based on simply what we know?
Many people know smoking causes lung cancer yet they continue to
smoke. Is it based on what we feel? Many Christians feel great
emotions of compassion and sorrow for the destiny of those who have
not heard about Christ, yet their practice of giving does not change.

Deciding to do something involves change of beliefs, attitudes, and
values. Generally speaking, there is a process to it. There is first a
believing something is true, then a responding to it in willingness to
change an attitude. Valuing takes place when we commit ourselves to
an attitude. And then we are willing 1o act. '
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This is important to emphasize in preaching because we need to set
our sights on each of these areas. Having the right beliefs does not
necessarily produce change in overt behavior. Preaching must target
attitudes, values, and actions if it is to be life changing.

IN CONCLUSION

How can I say anything that will cause people’s lives to change? How
can [ understand a text written thousands of years ago in a language I
barely understand? How can I know the complex needs of modern
man much less find solutions to them in Scripture? How can [ form a
homiletical structure that speaks with power to the soul? Ican’t—but
the Holy Spirit can and He is my resource of power for the impossible.

Martin Lloyd-Jones wrote:

Do you expect anything to happen when you get up to preach?
Are you expecting it to be the turning point in someone’s life?
That is what preaching is meant to do. That is what you find
in the Bible and in the subsequent history of the Church. Seek
this power, expect this power, yearn for this power; and when
the power comes, yield to Him.

Forget all about your sermon if necessary. Let Him loose you,
let Him manifest His power in you and through you. This
makes true preaching and it is the greatest need of all today.
Seek it until you have it’ be content with nothing less. God on
until you can say, “And my speech and my preaching was not
with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of
the Spirit and of power.” He is still able to do “exceeding
abundantly above all the we can ask or think.”

The prayer of the preacher before any sermon is taken from the pen of
the early apostle who knew what it was to blunder and fail in what he
said, and yet experience God’s power through his preaching.

If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If
anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability whickh God
supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through
Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion
forever and ever. Amen,. I Peter 4:11 NKav
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Appendix A
Topical Sermons
(see page 14 for definition, advantages, and problems of topical SEImons)

s topica! preaching different from expository preaching? In one scnse
it is not. Some prefer the term “topical cxposition” emphasizing that
it is the development of a series of texts which aze related to each
other through a common subject. In other words they must always be
biblically based and must use the same principles of exposition.

When to use topical preaching?

1. Comprehensive understanding of a doctrinal issue or biblical
character (spiritual gifts, sexual standards)

2. Doctrinal questions or relevant [ssues (baptism, divorce and
remarriage

3. Resolving conflicting passages of Scripture (Paul’s faith versus
James’ works).

How to Prepare:

1. Determine the audience “needs” about the topic chosen.

2. Identify the passages that speak to this topic and needs.
use tools such as concordances, topical textbooks, dictionaries

3. Exegete each passage in its context.
use the same principles of analyzing a text as with an
expository sermon - be sure you are understanding the context
and are true to its meaning

4, State the purpose of the theme.
in summary of all the passages why is the Holy Spirit as
author of Scripture giving us this instruction

5. List the principles (timeless truths) that speak to this purpose.
is there a logical or psychological order to these principles?

6. Write a proposition and problem statement for the sermon.
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7. Arrange your material to answer the problem.

a) check your structure by the “tests of an outline”

b) write your introduction so as to:
- secure attention
- create a sense of need for the topic
- ask the question that will be satisfied by the

biblical answers

¢) write your conclusion so as to:
- personalize the purpose of the sermon
- call for action on what to do with this topic

Reminders for Topical Preaching:

1. Let your audience handle the text
People still need to hear the answers coming from the Word of

God rather than from your experience. The temptation will be
to just refer to biblical passages. As much as passages let your
audience see the answers coming from the Bible.

2. Look for a “key word” or phirase that will help give focus to your
theme.
1s there one word or phrase that ties the theme together or
gives relevancy to the topic by using a contemporary phrase
of the topic? (e.g. the “faces of God” on the theme of God’s

characteristics)

3. Limit the number of texts used to those that speaking directly to
the topic.
Do not take your audience through a marathon of Bible texts.
For example, with a message about prayer the Bible will have
many texts but chose only those that speak to the “problem”
or purpose of the sermon.

4. Guard against “isogesis” of the texts used.
As already stated, exegesis of the text in its context is still
important. Failure to do this can result in “isogesis” — taking
the meaning out of context thereby giving it a wrong meaning.
(e.g. Matt. 18:18 — “binding and loosing™ - is it binding Satan
as some use it or it is about God’s view of forgiveness?)
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Appendix B

PREACHING EVALUATION FORM

Text:

Introduction:

Secure attention

Create a sense of need:

Body (answers need/problem}

Muin truths explained

Main truths itlustrated

Muain iruths applied

Conclusion

Personalize

Response

Speaker:

Is it INTERESTING?

Voice — dynamics — rapport

Is it CLEAR?

Clarity of ideas & outline

Is it TRUE?

Accurate - adequate

Is it RELEVANT?

Speaks to real needs
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