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As a cauntry with an arid landscape, little rain and
97% desert, Egypt is depaendant an the Nile River far
its existence. The Greek historian Hearodatus (c.486-
425 B.C.) obsarved that Egypt is "“a gift of the Nile”
and foday nearly the entire population of Egypt
continues to live in the narrow bands of the Nile
valley.
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The history of the Ethiopian presence in Jerusalem is aiso
the history of the geographical, cultural and political
knowledge regarding Ethiopia in medieval Europe . .. It was
also in Jerusalem that the medieval European ideas
regarding Ethiopia and its sovereign Prester John,
considered a potential ally in Christendom’s war ageinst
islam, were ai least partly formed on the basis of the
observation of the European pilgrims in the holy Land. It was
these ideas, both true and legendary, that stimulated the
projects of the navigators of the great European discoveries
towards the end of the fourteenth century, and as such, the
Ethiopian presence in Palestine played an important role in
the history of modern times."”’
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Sometime around A.D. 300, Aksumite armies
conquered Meroé or forced its abandonment.
By the early fourth century A.D., King Ezana
{reigned  325-60) controlled 8  domain
extending from Southwest Arabia across the
Red Sea west to Meroé and south from

Sawakin fo the southern coast of the Gulf of
Aden.
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summoned to aid in the fight against the forces of islam--

to convert them from Monophysite Christianity to Roman
Catholicism. The effects of the Mustim and Oromo activities
and of the civil strife engendered by the Portuguese left the
empire much weakened by the mid-seventeenth century.
One result was the emergence of regional fords essentially
{gdependent of the throne, although in principte subject to it.
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The fourteenth-century Italisn pilgrim, Gisacomo da
Verons, descrihes them celebrating in the church of
the Tomh of the Virgin, and there is evidence of the
seme century that they owned the chapel of St. Mary
of Egypt. In the fifteenth century, they passessed the
chapel of the Derision in the ambulatory of the Holy
Sepulcher. For a time, they also owned the chapel of
St. Helen in the Holy. Sépulcher. Chronicles of

lravelers and pilgrims of the sixteenth and
seventeenth century lell of important rights enjoyed
by the Ethiopians in the Holy Places. At the end of the
seventeenth century, however, like other smaller
Christian communities which could not afford to pay
the exactions of the Turkish pashas, they lost mast of
their holdings in the church of the Holy Sepulcher.®!
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The Ammenians supply the Abyssinians daily with two
casseroles of soup and seventy-five small loaves of
bread ot the cost of about forty piastres or ten francs per
diem.... The custom bhegan in 1707 when the
Abyssinians were starving and when fo obtain this
alfowance of food they gave up to the Armenians all the
space in the Church of the Sepulcher which is now
occupied hy their (that is the Armenian} Convent in the
precincts and their Chapels reserving only a small chapel

for themselves and the Copt in common, their worship
being the same.
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| saw the poor Abyssinians wander;;ng \"-f;f:l<:t(urfthg7 ;'GSL oy
courts and pessege of the C urch (o
Sepuicher) as if hroken-hearted, urgmgtthetr p:’r]gyerT;:a;r{:;i:Fr
i ] ] alls.
ading their Bibles agoainst the stonew _
Leatienge and devation is worthy of beﬁgr fere: and their
poverty in deserving of pity from the British nation.
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According to Gobat, the Copts afso esked the
Turkish authorities for permission to burn the place,
under the pretext of cleensing it of the deadly plegue.

Permission was grented,

but rather then burning the living querters of the
Ethiopiens, 8s expected, since the contamination of
the plague would have been concentrated there, the
Copts chose fo bum the library and all the documents
it housed proving Ethiopian rights to the site. All the
invaluable books, manuscripts, and documents went

up in flemes.™
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When the last Ethiopian succumbed to the
,gague_, the Coptic priest took the keys to the
thiopian monastery and the chapel attached

to it, under the influence of the Armenian

Patriarch who wished to tak i
chanen h e possession of the
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Francesca Alvares, the chaplain of the
Partugese mission ta Ethiapia, wrote that in
1520 another Ethiopian mission set out for
Jarusalem, but this time the caravan included
some 336 pilgrims. The caravan was attacked
by Bedauins and almost completely
annihilated, except for fiftaan manks who
escaped and cantinued their pilgrimage.”
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