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Degige Istifanos: "behigg amlak” is a hagiographical history of the rise and fall
of a group of Ethiopian monks who founded a fundamentalist movement that
rocked both Chorch and State during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries.
The monks refused to bow before the cross, the icon of Madonna and Child or
the king, maintaining that that form of worship was preserved only for the
Trinity. They also insisted that asceticism, not observed at that time in the
major menasteries, shonld be observed in all monasteries. These views were
not shared by the establishment, and as the number of people attracted to the
movement steadily grew, the palace and senior clergy became increasingly
concerned. Ultimately, when the monks refused to compromise their
principles, the palace destroyed them by meting ont the most inhumane
punishment.

Degige Istifanos is a unique historical document about Ethiopia, especially of
the 15° century. The book contains a translation into Ambharic of preexisting
Ge’ez texts that chronicle the lives of the leader of the movement, Abba
Istifanos (Stephen), and his two successors, Abba Abekrezun and Abba Izra
(Ezra). It inclndes also the translation of a Ge’ez text that describes the
martyrdom of the many monks and nuns involved in the movement. The
translations are preceded by the translator’s extensive introduction about the
movement, The document concludes with a bibliography and an index.
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POYLL.45 0 HAP ANET AATNGI" AZTAT ALLAT™: AN ATCENT
AN LAZD AL 9L %3 PANET oPF (PN ALE4
FEYO SN PEAFD PO AN AANILI:: 1LATOr
AILILJNLO: LOPFE KILArh ROh 4D MCETPAT ke-To?
(M0 orhhA AdhSTFPA: APFPA: $ME Al HCA £OH0
PMF 0,730 P? BT ALAIND9

hag A3Secahthab: eA0 Aam4$n +he7F “ged
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a3h ACC: ARIAT 0384 hILe Loms piad eNntos
(PARFLIT) v BEI LA PAVFYT Dov APTYY A28 0 (4N

1. K. Conti Rossini, Vitae Sanctorum Indigenarum I Gadla Basalota Mika el
seu Acta Sancti Basalota Mika'@l, [I Gadla Anoréwos seu Acta Sancti
Honorri, CSCO, vol. 28/11 (1962); Getatchew Haile, “The Translation of
the Relics of Abund Filoppos of Ddbrd Libanos,” RSE, vol. XXX1V
(1992), pp. 75-113; B. Turaiev, Vitae Sanctorum Indigenarum HI Gadla
Aron seu Acta Sancti Aaronis, IV Gadla Filpos seu Acta Sancti Philippi,
CSCO, vol. 30/13 (1961).
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Ldd AUMETH LORT ALORT AeFOF WA
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hen@ 386 At AFFOa ANT BRLIA” (LA nao¥ 14 aPT .
CA9° CHRen PHHTT - ATRCONT: ACO4AS ArrOA
RINTEATY AT (o e Z3PaF0.or (Y [N 1% R 1O

g4d AAMATH PTIoT (AL Brohd (1406-1421) HD
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pavang-An: RILCLNAG- ALYT v-A UL 0ATIES PogBlLPC

2 K. Conti Rossini, Vitae Sanctorum Indiginarum I Acta Marqoréwos,
CSCO, vol. 33/16 (1965), pp. 12-14.
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PAL HCAH POFN AT (1426-1460)
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¢ Al “9eyar (I, P77 L O-FOALHh” hG “RWI? (027 L
PATOALN PYLA AT +Hen NTERT LmTA AT HCAh
CORA POAT AR ML WG PLAT O AE DAP-HIT: “PUT 0H0L
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e PA 218,50 PHN"T0- Laopan:: Ak SPT PRI} (14.4730 8
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3. Enrico Cerulli, “Le Etiopia del secolo XV in nuovi documenti storici,”
Afvica Italiana, vol. V (1933), pp. 82-83,

4. Enrico Cerulli, Il libro etiopico dei miracoli di Maria e le seu fonti nelle
letterature del Medio Evo latino, Rome 1943,

5. Getatchew Haile, The Mariology of Emperor Zi'a Ya ‘agob of Ethiopia,
Rome 1992, pp. 3-12.

6. TAIC TFCRI: Q76U AT QATCT: RAN RN TuExs oot
it 1R 9.
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7. AHFO: MR 192

8. Cerulli, Il libro etiopico dei miracoli di Maria, pp. 18-19.
284 Ao @k 3w: EMML 4, f. 36b-37a, W. F. Macomber, 4
Catalogue of Ethiopian Manuscripts Microfilmed for the Ethiopian
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Manuseript Microfilm Library, Addis Ababa, and for the Monastic
Manuscript Library, Collegeville, vol. I Project Numbers 1-300,
Collegeville, {Minnesota) 1975, p. 7. AHVY™ Tk 128::

10. Taddesse Tamrat, Church and State in Ethiopia 1270 - 1527, Oxford
1972, p. 220-221.

11. “husd £Ate” (PR ET) Po20AT &2 MT @232 0,
“AeIhT QA F0F AP 712017 DA L+ hCk e 78715T
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13. Getaichew Haile, “Religious Controversies and the Growth of Ethiopic
Literature in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries,” OrChr, vol. 65
(1981), pp. 102-136. A"AA: H LhhAST 1IALA PILON At
AP0 “RANE omARD ARTHLANANLC hoe evahp AR
(C“AMANKE PAOF AR PULOPAA @PAR PADT™) 1970 -TF O
hon AEpE AhLheFaq ALHTFE CAPOHF HMh AAAD
ML CHERY FAAP APT AYU1T ARG NThiAT P77 A7T0P
CEAYD Fhon VHNAD AL Col¢TF APT AT HCHE NATTHINNTG
$ar: Getatchew Haile, “The Homily of Zir'a Ya‘agob in honour of St.
John the Evangelist,” OrChr, vol. 67 (1983), pp. 150-151.

14. 7€ Al@ @A+ EMML 4, ff. 84a and 142a. AHUT® 1R 167 A%
208::
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15. TAFC P09 1R 112-121:
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17. Victor Arras, Collectio Monastico, CSCO, vol. 238/45 (1963), p. 123.
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