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~l have for some time been engaged in compiling a
Gamo-English-Amharic dictionary. Time and again, I
have been impressed hy the general lack of difficulty in
finding exact relation equivalents in Amharic for Gamo
lexemes; this facility has certainly not been in evidence in
trying to find appropriate English glosses. Earlier, when
working with Enid Parker on Qafar lexicography, I have’
received the same overall impression of how much
simpler it would have been to find Amharic equivalents
than English ones. (1991:143)
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. Considering that this grammar could be translated
- almost literally into Amharic, it.is not surprisittg that -
they talk it well. The constant intercourse between
Semitic and Hamitic elements in Abyssinia is naturally
reflected in the Amharic and Oromifa languages and a
comparative study of the two would be most profitable,

_ though it is beyond the scope of this book. At the same
time knowledge of Ambharic is of the greatest use in
leamning Oromo, and in enabling. one fo grasp the
delicacy of its verbal formation and other idioms.
(Hodson, A.A., and Walker, C.H. 1922:8)
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Whereas the vocabulary and the phonological and
‘morphological features of the modem languages vary
_ considerably, their syntax is almost identical, and this is
in addition to the similarity in word order. A text in
Tigrinya can be translated correctly into ‘Ambaric or
Gurage, and vice versa, by changing only the lexemies
and maintaining the same constructions and idiomatic
“expressions. (Kapeliuk, 1989:6)
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