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Introduction

This short handbook of the Tigrinya language is for anyone
speaking English who wants to study Tigrinya. It has been derived
from language learning materials prepared by the Inter-Mission
Language Council in 1968. These materials were distributed in
mimeograph form. However, the development of the computer
and especially desktop publishing has made it possible to republish
the grammar with a more legible typeface. The Orthodox
Presbyterian Church was interested in the project and helped
materially with it. The process of typesetting the work gave the
opportunity to do editing of content as well.

I am grateful to Kibrom Tseggai for his help on many aspects of
the book. The Tigrinya language is changing continually. Although
the examples and rules given here are as far as possible normal,
correct usage, this is a descriptive grammar, not a prescriptive one.

The grammar includes a list of common phrases. Those who want
to learn spoken Tigrinya should memaorize such expressions early
on. This will open the door for conversation and practice.

The revision of this grammar has been accompanied by prayers
that it will be useful for the enjoyment of liberty in Eritrea.

PART I

Tigrinya and its Alphabet

TIGRINYA is one of the designated national languages of Eritrea
and is probably the language most widely spoken there. It belongs
to a family of related languages that A. L. Schlézer named the
“Semitic” languages (1781). This family includes notably Arabic
and Hebrew, as well as Aramaic and other Near Eastern languages
like Ugaritic, which is known only from inscriptions. Tigrinya
shows clearly the characteristic features of a Semitic language. The
most important is the verb system, which has two “tenses,” but
several “aspects” (causative, intensive, reflexive, etc.). Another
feature is the apparent derivation of related words from “roots”
consisting of three consonants. For instance, Achéds secretary;

R hE book; Rhd. he wrote.

Tigrinya uses a special writing system called the “Ge‘ez” (or
“Ethiopic”) alphabet (or syllabary). The eatliest inscription in
Ge‘ez is without vowels. However, at some point in the distant
past, the vowels of the language began to be written by way of
small additions or modifications to the consonants preceding them.
Thus, although Arabic and Hebrew are usually written without
vowels (or “unpointed”), languages that use the Ge‘ez alphabet are
always vowelled.

The normal syllable in Tigrinya is considered to be a consonant
followed by a vowel. If a consonant ends a syllable, the sixth,
neutral vowel is used with it. Most consonants are written in seven
slightly different forms corresponding to the traditional seven
vowels. The next table shows the vowels, including their traditional
names. The system of vowels applied to all the consonants is
exhibited in the alphabet chart, commonly called “ha hu” after the
first two letters.




name order sound transliteration example

20 1st ¢asinden (ord) e(ora) v ha/he
ho 2nd dasinluw u v hu
wAD 3rd  @asinses i Y hi
A0 4th 3 as in father a 4 ha
A9°h 5tk ie as in Vietnam e A hie
agh 6th (neutral or null)  (not fixed) v h
A0 7th 6 as in vote o v ho

The alphabet chart shows the Ge'ez letters including some that
are rarely seen. The column of pronunciations is given as a help for
using the chart and memorizing the letters. The actual sounds of
the letters, not to mention how to read them in context, can only
be learned from an informant.

The traditional sound of the first vowel is & , but for a few letters
the first vowel was sounded % , the same as the 4th vowel. These
exceptions were notably U, h, and A . Recently in Eritrea, and
in the field especially, the alphabet has been written in a more
consistent way, so that in the 1st form these three characters are
given the vowel &, like the other letters. This means that the letter
A is now being displaced by the 4th form A in many words. The
pronunciation of the words is the same in the old spelling and in
the new. For example, Al\® and Al are the same word
pronounced the same way, but the spelling with A is preferred.

The letters as normally printed conform closely to those
produced in handwriting done by scribes with calligraphic pens
that vary the width of the strokes according to their direction.
Vertical strokes are wide and horizontal ones are narrow.
Handwriting done with other pens or pencils does not reproduce
this fearure and is not standardized.

Typewritten letters can be difficult to read, and a table of these
forms is included for help on that point.
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PART 11
LESSON 1
What is this? with Replies

The normal word order in simple sentences is:
SUBJECT, OTHER PARTS, VERB.

Al ook AE NRr This is a book,

In simple questions, the normal order is:

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONQUN, INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN, VERB.

AN, AL AQi What is this?

(One also hears A7F% K& AHE) In the reply to the

question, the demonstrative pronoun may be omirted.

AH, A3 L ARt aoR WG Al Whatis thiss Irisa
book.

Most nouns in Tigrinya do not have special forms to

distinguish masculine and feminine genders. There is no neuter
form. Nouns are masculine or feminine by nature, e.g. ®% boy
(m.), A girl (£), ONAL man (m.), M8 woman (£), h0
father (m.), AR mother (£.), A9” cow (£); or by custom, e.g. AhL
sun (£), @C ch, moon (£), PHL\ or NI°Y candle (£.), WO ball
(£), WAl szar (m.), @EF T paper (m.), “I0R door (m.), HCh.

seed (m.), 740 wind (m.). Some nouns, including most nouns

describing inanimate objects, can be used in either gender, e.g.
M house, bt house. But BAG child and AHA animal have

their gender according to the context.

The demonstrative pronouns are inflected for gender.

AH, AlLA this (m., f)
At Ath  that (m.,Ff)

The corresponding polite forms are

AHAP® AHWY  these persons (m., f.)
AR Ath't  those persons (m., £.)

In the 2nd and 3rd persons, the Tigrinya verb is inflected for
gender as well as number. In other words, when the subject is
“you,” Tigrinya can use four different verb forms, depending on
whether the “you” is a man, a woman, a group of men, or a
group of women. In the same way, the third person subjects
“he,” “she,” “they (men),” and “they (women),” will require
different forms of the verb.

M @% Reu Heisa boy.

T AN A Sheis a girl.

Al: oot RARs That is a window.

Ath WoOO AP:  Thatis a ball

TR, ANH, BCRe You (2 girl) were here.

TFT R LT 1RCTn They (the men) were at
Keren.

T 0L S Wt WeRTE Today they (the

women) went to the city.

Questions to be answered by “yes” or “no” make use of the
suffix &, affixed to the word which is emphasized. In addition,

a rising tone is used.

AR aoiC AR: [ this a chair?




An affirmative answser to such a question is indicated by A@ ,
which is invariant in form.

AL NC% A% hon  Isthisapen? Yes
AHA 3N .27 Ron  Lthisagrl? Yes

A negative answer to such a question, however, requires a form

of the verb ABOTY it is nos—agreeing with the subject.

RH2 R AhE A%t REhTIn I this a book? No, it

isn't

AHLAR T9°% hP: ALNFIn  Is this a candle? No.

The noun may or may not be repeated in the negative reply.
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LESSON 2
What are These? What are Those?

DEMONSTRATIVES

The demonstrative pronouns, AH. , &7 , have masculine and
feminine forms in both singular and plural. In the spoken
language, the polite forms of demonstratives and possessives are
frequently used as plurals.

Singular Plural Polite Forms

masc. &Ml this AHAPI®  these AH AP
fem. AHA  this ARATY  these AllLk?

masc. AT that AT those hrlhoe
fem. Ath that AATY  those Atk

PLURALS OF NOUNS

1. Many nouns form their plural through the addition of a
suffix. In the class of nouns whose plural can be formed by
rule, those which add 2 are the most common.

AN mountain , RPNt mountains.

(a) even here the #*¥ cannot be added withourt certain vowel
changes. If the noun ends in 3rd form, e.g. AR, room, the
last letter must be changed to 6th form before adding .

A room, NEAIF rooms

{(b) If the noun ends in 6th form, the last letter in most nouns
changes to 4th form and adds only +, e.g.

TéN notebook, PEMT notebooks

11




(c} Some plurals add the suffix “F but incorporate other
changes as well, ¢.g.

N9° name KOV names
0% boy AoST _bays.

2. Tigrinya is one of the South Semitic languages and has
“internal” or “broken” plurals. These are plurals formed
through changes inside the word rather than by suffixes. They
may follow certain patterns, but often, while the resemblance
between two plurals is apparent, it can hardly be reduced to a
rule. Examples:

ao’{IC chair, @S chairs
o MC.P fox, @4 Jfoxes
V90 camel, RTVI\ camels
AP° cow, A cartle

MAL man, Ot men

3. Some nouns have two plural forms.

AN girl, APAL or AT girls
o\t widow, @A) or oo0AT T widows.

4. Plurals of inanimate objects are mostly treated as collective and
usually take singular pronoun and verb.

A, ooGAC A% These are chairs.
Al NCOFT A% Those are pens.

5. The forms of the negative it is not are:

Singular Plural

masc. ALh1? it i not ALWFTF  they are not
fem. ALBOPTTY itisnot ALNGT  they are not

AHATI R@bt ALhY7u These are not boys.
AThTT RPAL KOOI These are not girls.

In some regions, when a noun is used with a numerical adjective,
the noun may stay in the singular form although the verb is
plural. But it is usual to have the plural of the noun also.

AT ANAL 50 bt @ P LA L0 Two men went
up to the temple.

WAt At S (b a0 LN £00-n Two men
went up to the temple. (preferred usage)




LESSON 3

Adjectives

The adjective precedes the noun or pronoun which it modifies
and agrees with it in gender and number.

KO-+ 0% handsome boy
KAVEE AN preny girl

1. Some adjectives form the feminine regularly.

(a) Adjectives whose second-to-last letter is 2nd form change
that letter to 6th form and add -I; . (In the example ¢« has
the 2d vowel and changes to 4 , with the 6th vowel. Then
the final - is added.)

140 TGO clever

(b) Adjectives whose second-to-last letter is 3rd form change
that letter to 4th form.

ARE AAC short

(c) Adjectives whose sccond-to-last letter is 4th form in the
masculine singular show no change for the feminine.

hEPAN hEN  srong
AN9° AN wise

2. Some adjectives form the femine irregularly.

9NE WML grear
P+Lh PPh  red

14

LESSON 4

Plurals of Adjectives

Plurals of inanimate objects are often treated as collective and
usually take a singular adjective and verb.

A PeHT GNR R ARE Are these large notebooks?
ALDy e AN A%n N, they are small.

1. The plurals of some adjectives are formed regularly.

(a) Adjectives whose next-to-last radical in the masculine

singular is 2nd form change the final radical to 4th form
and add .

360 1%t Clever

(b) Adjectives whose next-to-last radical in the masculine
singular is 3rd form change the final radical to 1st form

and add ;.

hRC ARCT short
ANT® RATCL  black

Adjectives in this class that end in ¢h are exceptions. These
make the plural for both masculine and feminine by
adding ! to the feminine singular. (“c.” means “common”
gender.)

TEeh (m.), P (£), ¥Parl: (plural, c.) rall
Ad:h (m), Rdeh (£), A%t (plural, c.) flar

15




{c) As has been observed, adjectives whose second-to-last letter is
4th form in the masculine singular do not change for the
feminine singular. These adjectives have a common plural
also and it is made by changing the last radical to 4th form

and adding 3.
ANP® AN wise

2. The plurals of some adjectives are formed irregularly. And as
with nouns, some adjectives have more than one plural.

Y (m), ML (f), ML (plural, c) grear
AN (sing, c.), & Al (plural, ¢.) small
94 (sing, c.), 90 or $TA+ (plural, c.) Joolish

16

LESSON 5

Demonstrative Adjectives

The demonstrative adjectives can be repeated and so have an
initial and a secondary form.

All, ... AN (m.s.) #his (nearby objects)
A ... AllA (£.s.) this

AHI® . RHAJ° (m.pl.) zhese

ANY ... ALAT? (f.pl.) these

A ... AL (m.s.) that (remote objects)

A .. RtAR (fs) thar
AFe .. NEAPT (m.pl.) those
AT ... RlRT (f.pl.) those

The noun comes between the two adjectives.

Al @% AN, 740 AL “This boy is clever.
AT RNt ALAT 0G77 ROt Those women are

Kunama.

Less formally, the demonstrative adjective may not be repeated.

AN, @2 160 R@u  This boy is clever.
ATT RIE WS 28 Those women arve Kunama.

Note that the demonstrative adjectives are identical in form
with the demonstrative pronouns. The following examples
illustrate the differences in syntax.

17




LESSON 6

AH, Z+P M AN, S8 A=
(adj.) This beautiful house is mine.

Al AP M ARs

(pron.) This’is a beautiful house. The verb “to be” in the present tense is conjugated as follows.

Al oo HIC AN SASA AR: (Some writers use A instead of A. in some forms.)

The Verb “to be” and Subject Pronouns

(adj.) This chair is strong. Singular Plural
Al SSASA avHIC Afs : 3m. Af be is A9 they are
(pron.) This is a strong chair. A W 4 she is AP7 they are
A, ao’HIC AN, 718 ALheTr: 1 2m. RN you are RO you are
(adj.} This chair is not mine. . f. KM youare ATi? you are
AH, oo HIC AL heTFu i lc. Kf Fam AS we are

(pron.) This is not a chair.
This verb is used for relations of identity and qualification (as

with adjectives). Another verb, which can also be translated “to
be,” is used with the idea of presence, being in a place. Thus,
Af would be used in sentences like “She is 2 woman” or “This
book is new,” but not in sentences like “The horse is in the
meadow” or “The pen is on the table.” A similar distinction
between ser and estar is familiar to students of Spanish.

Sentences with A%

At @lFT R08 Al The paper is white.

A o0 WO APz The ball is round

AP OVt hEAE ROI°u  The men are strong,
ht? RAO- SR R P%:  The children are small,

'The independent personal subject pronouns are as follows.




LESSON 7

Singular Plural Polite forms
Negative of the Verb “to be”
3m. gL he FLL they T09°
f. M she PO they B[V !
2 m. L] you - 1 rHhe you HY LI - The present tense of the negative of “to be” is as follows:
f. I, you NN you T0R7 1

le. A% I ThG we FaE Ry Singular Plural

3m. ALY} be is not AL they are not
£ ALY sheisnot REWGTY they are not
person to whom one defers. One might compare the English : 2m. ALt Jyou are not ALhThg™'h Jyou are not
forms “Your honor,” “Her majesty,” and the like. The polite ; f.  ALh07 you are not ALy you are not
forms may also be used as plurals. The rules for using one form 1 le. ALhMT Tamnot ALY we are not

rather than another are social conventions. As with Spanish

The polite forms are used when talking about or addressing a

“Usted” and “td4,” or German “Sie” and “du,” mistakes of usage 1
can involve people’s feelings. When in doubt, the polite or 1 AH, ooXAG WG ALhYYe  This book is not large.

plural form is safe. The form 24T  exists but is little used. AL CAN ART ALY} AIC3 Aen I this 4 pencil?

As in Latin and Greek, verb forms in Tigrinya are grammatically | No, it is a pen.
complete without subject pronouns. The presence of the '

The 1st person plural A&N25} we are not, is pronounced

; with stress on the final syllable. This is different from the 3rd
LN K@ Heis stn ong. ] person feminine plural, ALTS7 they are not, which has no
M ALPAN A= He is strong. 4 such stress.

pronoun can indicate a certain emphasis.




LESSON 8

“Give me” and “Show me”

Tigrinya imperatives are inflected for the person or persons
addressed; that is, “Please give me” will use one verb form if the
request is to a woman and another if it is to a man, and still
others if it is to men or women, plural. Polite forms resemble
the plurals.

The table below does not give a complete summary of
imperative forms. Only one suffix, Z or “me,” is shown, The
forms for “give him,” “give us,” and so on, will use other
suffixes.

give me show me Speaking to:

uivy, ACAPY you {(m.s.)

Ul hCALY, you (fs.}

U, ACKRY, you (m. pl. or polite)
uny ACASL you (f. pl. or polite)

CAN UllLn  Give me the pencil (to an equal or a younger
person)

R hG ACALL:  Show me the book (to an older woman

or group of women)

22

LESSON 9
Cardinal Numbers

Some of the written forms of the Tigrinya numbers are derived
from letters of the Greek alphabet, e.g. B (beta, 2) I' (gamma,
3). Today for most purposes “arabic” numerals, like those in the
left-hand column, are used.

1 & AL (m) Pt ()
2 g€ hit

3 i oAt

4 8 Acaot

5 &Aoo Tt

6 i st

7 Z N9t or N9t
8 T A9

9 74 +%t |
10 I 99NCt

11 % 90CHe. hEL

12 I8 g9ACte hiit

13 IF 30NCt o AANT
14 T SNCtm- ACOOT
15 IZ  S)C+Ha. Hhoo Tt
16 12 99Cte- Q80+
17 I7 9qCte o9t
18 IT  S0Cte A9
19 I SACt+e. T
20 A oNe

21 A5 0T ALY

22 A€ 00CT hnH7

23 AT 00T Aant?

30 a 114

23




LESSON 10

gg EE’ :(;:2? The Calendar
60 £ M ]
70 e aN1% The days of the week are:
80 T a°712f j'
920 T g ‘ Sunday aHr from Hebtew N30, sabbath
100 £ TNt 3 Monday 0'r£ Semitic root for “two”
140 9 TLATT ACN9Y : Tuesday NA-N cf. Q0D three
141 98 LAY ACNGT HLY : Wednesday ard cf. ACOOtT  four
358 ERIT  AAnt “LATT APRNT APTTT Thursday ooy of. hooTid  five
1,000 Ie Neh 1 Friday 3CHL of. OGN cunset
1,273 IBE@L Teh? et “LAT7 097 ddnt? ] Saturday + A7 “first” or “prior” (to Sunday)
? The months are:
6 January | July
ahkr February 7-hN0 August
] ao Lk March ao\l9®  September
¥ “LERE  April TPIot: October
- Tt May HSC November
N7 June i December
!

The calendar in Eritrea is the Gregorian calendar, the usual
calendar of the Western world, with the names of the months as
above. These are the same names and order of months as in the
traditional Ge'ez calendar, but in that calendar they do not

4 correspond with Gregorian months. The Ge'ez calendar also has a
p thirteenth month of five days, called 87?27 (Gk tnayopevon,

intercalated ). In leap years, which occur one year before the

Gregorian leap year, the thirteenth month is six days long, and the
new year begins on 12 @oiidg®,




If dates are given in the Ge'ez script, as on the title pages of books,
it may be that they refer to the traditional calendar (%ot
Fohéot or 9. 9°.). To determine the Gregorian year, add seven

(1951), found on the cover of the APh@- — TICEF Tigrinya
Grammar (Asmara: Franciscan Press), would thus be 1958 or
1959.

Eritrean holidays or anniversaries include:

10 Atvkt: 1990 ACYE b7 KPP

Liberation of Massawa

23 @I Az 1977 Pl § P4
Nakfa’s Liberation

24 PV 1991 a9\t ACYt WG

Eritrean Liberation Day

20 (% adit Mokt hWCHé-
Eritrean Martyrs’ Day

1 eoQRe9I™: 1961 Ol aoRdI®  First of September

1%\ Q@& Revolution Day
Beginning of the Eritrean Armed
Struggle for Self-determination

11 a=hihdg™ CAO oo ANRLAX S IRH  New
Year in the Ge'ez calendar

26

LESSON 11
Telling Time

The traditional notation of time began at 6:00 p.m. Thus the
first hour, A% -h& L 9°fF, would be 7:00 p.m. This
usage is not common today. Standard time or G.M.T. is normal.
Especially in villages it may not be necessary to give an exact hour,
and the divisions of the day are as follows:

@2h — from first light to sunrise

Fails — from sunrise to midmorning
64 7L ¢HE - from mid—-morning to noon
GQCP an%int: — midday, noon

Pié — from noon to early afternoon
A2 it — afternoon (2 to 5 p.m.)

os-cn — from about 5 p.m. to sunset
(o — from sunset to dark (6 to 7 p.m.)
AL — night

SCE ALt — midnight

Examples of questions and answers about the time of day are as
follows:

0%t NILL e f'ri What time is it?
or N9 NILL hivi
N%+ it hefhr: It is two o'clock.
0% 0NANTT L4F T elirn It three-thirty.
M%7t Go%t hoo it It is five minutes to seven.

2EP PLAx
0%t 05047 CN07% welrs i six-fifieen.

27




Note that all times after the hour have A%+ then the hour and
minutes joined with the suffix pair =7, —7 ; then =@ (i¢ bas
become). Times before the hour have the preposition % with A%,
then the hour and minutes, then 1228\ (it remains). More literal
translations for the last two sentences above would be:

M o9t Hoo it To the seventh hour five
LEP TLAx miniites remdin.

N9t 08017 CNOT Welre  The hour six and a quarter

has arrvived,

LESSON 12

Present Tense of the Verb “to be present”

This verb is conjugated as follows:

Positive
Singular Plural
3m. Al be is A, they are
£ KA she is hAP they are

2 m, A you are b ¥t X ad you are
f AT, you are AT you are

1 AT Tam AT we are
Negative
Singular Plural
3 m. vl he is not fAm.7 they are not
f. 47 she is not PAP they are not

2 m. P T you are not ; fie-9°7% you are not
f. P0WY youarenor CNWYF  you are not
1 PNOF Lam not PAC7 we are not

The use of this verb ( A ) can be confused with that of A2
be, since both words are often translated the same in English. To
decide whether a form of A% or Al should be used, add the
word “present” to “is,” and if it makes sense, A&® will usually be
correct. Permanently fixed objects (as a house or field) take a form

of A% .

e WENT L Rl Heisa Jfarmer
Al M PN Al That house is near.




For animate objects, the negative of Al®, present tense, is
supplied by £&’2. For inanimate objects the negative of the
present tense is supplied by PAM7, which is not conjugated.

L hivvi PARF: s there water? —There is none.

The use of Al as an auxiliary will be taken up in a later lesson.

LESSON 13

Common Prepositions

There are two kinds of prepositions, simple and compound.
Simple prepositions of one radical, eg. M &y,"% 10, are prefixed
to nouns, pronouns, and adjectives; those of two or more radicals,
c.g. h) from, G without, are written as separate words.
Compound prepositions consist of a simple preposition (usually

A1 ) plus another word, e.g. Al pP nearby, Kl P77

front, Al @0, inside, KAl NOA. above.

Al 4y (mainly instrumental, but notice the examples)

ANPA, @R hr He came by mule.
Ndt A% hoLh AP:  Twil finish it in two hours.
T MO S0 GH4 RECIn They came 10 Nach
by way of Keren.
't for (to the advantage or disadvantage of something or
someone)

At N, THA, A& The Jood is for the dog.
ATCN Fhm- Veoo-DPs  Poror struch his brother.

“8  of (possessive)

Al oo WG GL aodoyC K@ [tis the teacher’s book.

9t wirh (signifies association)

1 90 &V R A Hubte came with Yohannes.




L7 ago, before (temporal)
&7 vt (%1 ol avd e My brother came two

hours ago.

APCNH S mFPAC PLTL ¢TI hton  Peter entered
the tomb before John.
04l from
1l W27 oo A - She came from the town.
Al in at
Al LT K chdot Aoz He's at the office.

ANHE  without

AL hw7 TR A9 They fought for no reason.
NG 13 08.2 NEAI®:  They went to the market

without money.

A 1o, toward

S 0 W8 Hewent to the river.

LESSON 14

Compound Prepositions

The most common compound prepositions are:

A P i front of

At L7 M A9° ”hie: [ Jront of the house is a rree.
AN PL7L OYh 3T Let’s meet in [front of the bank.

Al @AM, inside

Al o HC R @ Bm. M AN The chair is inside the

hose.

A PF beside, near

AL ANCU Al PF At ooF HhG Kb The pen is
beside the book.

Al AOA,  above, over, on, upon
622 R4l AON, A3 Ades  The kertle is on the stove.

A Vvt under, beneath, below

At BAG Al Fehl: 3T Aden  The child is under the
bed,

A £hé  behind outside

AL LA At hé ™M AXCs The well is behind the bouse.




LESSON 15 o~ o~
5 [~ ™~
Pronominal Suffixes = & S,E :E E ‘f if + *
F & - -
In Tigrinya as in other Semitic languages the normal way of & ;{e B\ X &
expressing someone’s possession of something is to attach an < 2‘ i‘ E.: %E ; "i' : +
=
abbreviation of the pronoun — “his,” “her,” etc. — to the thing E = = =
possessed, e.g. "M howuse, MG our house, Thus a noun can have < <
many suffixes, a different one for each person, gender, and § < o < . M = =
number. By way of illustration: 3 z v ¥
Singular Plucal 2 & & & L& L
- ™~ o~
3 m. Mo« his house M™hy™ their house & <
f. M™Ah  ber house Mh'? their house & o~ o~
;.
2 m. ™h your house Mh9° your house _g g} E g £ E Iﬁ: E :E
f ™, your house M7 your house 5 £ E
| ML my house ™Y our house Ta‘ e .
E g = =
The plural of “house” will have a paradigm of its own. The ‘3 § g' é é é ; é = : é
suffixes are the same, but often a vowel shift or other phonetic * > i B
change is introduced when the suffixes are added. .g
e R ® & g B OF
v =3
Singular Plural g =T s 5 <
3m. ‘Mot his houses Mo-F7° their houses . = =
£ Ma-F  her houses Ma-7 their houses § g ¥ =5 = = _5+ _é -~
2m. MoTR your houses M@ TI®  your houses o ©
£ Mot your houses Mo T N7 your houses . - ~
] 3 - - - - + + L~
Tc. M™Mawt$  my bouses Mar15 our houses i = 5
he literal translation “houses” may be misleading. The meani = « 9
The literal translation “houses” may be misleading. The meaning 3 QL & . Q QJ. N h
of the expression “his houses” in Tigrinya is usually “his neigh- £ B ki
borhood.” But for a landlord it could mean “his buildings.”
L 2 &
S e 58 28 5z 2% 7 = < €
=§0 I g& £ ¥ &~ ~ L o« O &
g g §




LESSON 16

Possessive Pronouns

The possessive pronouns that are independent, or stand as separate

words, are as follows:

Singular Plural Polite
Forms
Am. St b : G4 I°  their, theirs ST

f. §3  ber, bers GTF  their, theirs ST
2m. SN your, yours  GHTNI® your, yours  TTHI®
£ PN your yours  SIVAT  your, yowrs SN
lc. S8 my mine ' our, ours

The possessive pronouns can be used as adjectives. In this usage,
they replace the pronominal suffixes, and there is a suggestion of

stress or empbhasis.

18 @R hG A Al My book is here.
aofrhi 8 KA Al My book is here.

The pronoun can be made negative with the prefix A% and
suffix 7. But it would be more usual to make the verb negative.

ot et SHEL An Lt yours? —It’s mine.
o0 R L ALhWe¥in it yours? —It isn't mine.
or REGT L} Al [tis not mine.

LESSON 17
The Verb

Semitic languages are generally understood to have as a
distinguishing feature a predominance of triconsonantal roots
which are articulated by the vowels and in other ways to form
systems of words of related meaning. A common illustration is
Arabic KTB from which are formed the words for “write,” “book,”
“author,” and so on. The Tigrinya vocabulary can be analyzed in
this way. Thus the words &'ch$« he wrote, &chd. writer,

O h& book, seem to be formed from a common “root” Aché.
with a “root meaning” of write. The Semitic languages, and
certainly Tigrinya, invite such an analysis.

The verbs in Tigrinya could be taken as a thorough working out
of a method in which a root, consisting usually of three radicals, is
articulated in patterns which convey different meanings and
applications of the verbal idea that belongs to the root. These
patterns form subordinate systems with relatively consistent
emphases of their own, such as “passive,” “reflexive,” “intensive,”
and so forth. The inflections of these systems give the tense and
specify the person and number of subjects and objects.

The simplest form of a verb is generally the 3rd person masculine
singular, simple perfect tense, c.g. (M. Je broke. This form is
called the “root form” of the verb and is used as the name of the

verb. In English, the infinitive is used to name verbs (“to be,” “to
go”); in Latin and Greek, the present tense, 1st person singular is

used (e.g. Latin porto [ carry, amo [ love). These conventions are
fixed by tradition.




The Basic Verb Families

Tigrinya verbs can be classified in “families” according to the
nature of the radicals that they contain. Some of the families are
subdivided into two “types”. according to whether the second
radical is geminated or “doubled.” Such doubling affects the way
that individual forms of a verb are derived from its basic
consonantal root. The presence of certain letters or sounds,
notably the laryngeals, also affects the production of forms. Verbs
in a given class are changed in regular patterns to produce the
tenses, aspects, persons, and so forth, that the verb forms can
express. To conjugate a verb means to derive and list in order all
the verb forms that belong to that verb. In English, the verbs
themselves change very little. Conjugating is a matter of supplying
auxiliary verbs and pronouns to a very few forms.

In Tigrinya there are many different forms. There are also
auxiliaries. The five basic families and their subdivisions are as
follows:

Family [
Verbs whose root form radicals are all written with 1st form

vowels.

L type A

The second radical is not doubled. (There is an exception

in the imperfect when there is no final vowel. This means
the word ends with a 6th form final, e.g. BOC fe
breaks.)

PN bl O break, hRIl wash

[, type B
The second radical is doubled.

L0 complete, @OLF bless, KM help

Family II
The third radical is 2 laryngealor ¥ or @ . (The laryngeals are
A, 0, U,and ch.) This family has three subdivisions
corresponding to these three possibilities. Each subdivision

may be of type A or B, depending on gemination of the
second radical.

II-1. Third radical is @ laryngeal.
[-1, type A
W% cat, OCch work, (W& dv arrive
1I-1, type B
OC v spend the month, (0% forger, Nh substitute,
Am-0 call

I -2. Third radical is ?.
II-2, type A
Ote  drink, O®  grow, AP wanr, meaof fe hungry
[I-2, type B
PIC spend some time, ROV pray, Vwd® be angry

II -3. Third radical is @.
1I-3, type A
0A@ close, W@ enter, &A@ resemble
113, type B |
.10 lposen, Ao guard, fh(:!(ll lie




Family III
The middle radical is 2 laryngealor £ or @ . This family also

has three subdivisions corresponding to these three
possibilities. A subdivision may be type A or B if the second
radical can be geminated.

III -1. The middle radical is 2 laryngeal (h, O, U ,0r oh).
Laryngeals cannot be doubled, so these are all of one type.
Ahd. write, MOU® be et (taste), ARR send, il
pull '

III-2. The middle radical is € .
1112, type A
he go, im sell The © is a “weak” radical and is dropped
in the perfect conjugation of this type of verb.
ITI-2, type B
PLL change, RAQFP stain, MEP inguire

ITI-3. The middle radical is @ .

III-3, type A
R& go around, Ré carry, TP die. In conjugating the
perfect tense of this type of verb, a radical with a 1st form
vowel is followed by @ . The radical changes to 7th form,
and @ is dropped.

III-3, type B
HOL drive A@M change, NOAN hide

Verbs I1-1, 11-2, 11-3, and H1-2, II1-3, are conjugated in
the same patterns as family I, in the two types A and B.
With few exceptions, the changes of spelling that occur
happen for phonetic reasons when a laryngeal or @ or € is

combined with the vowel of an adjacent radical. Verbs I1I-1
do not have types A and B and do not follow either pattern
conststently.

Famity IV
Verbs of four radicals, and not ending in € or @ . These verbs
are classified as type C .
TIAQ unfold, L7112 pity, ao\il, testify, POMé. go
quickly

Family V
Verbs of four radicals ending in € or @ .These verbs are also of
type C.

V-1. Four radicals ending in €.
LCOY throw away

V-2. Four radicals ending in @ .
N7Lm toss

Family IV and V verbs are conjugated like verbs of type B
in the other families, but the second radical stays in the 6th
form and there is no doubling. In family V, the presence of
£ or @ causes phonetic changes.




Family
I A
B
I 1A
B
2 A
B
3 A
B
m 1
2 A
B
3A
B
Y%
Vo1

Verb Families
Type of Verb Example
3 radicals ‘ VA
3 radicals L{ov
final laryngeal [ 72X
final laryngeal 00
final ¥ (14n7
final € L gl
final @ 0Am
final @ 490
middle lzryngeal Aché.
middle ¢ he
middle ¢ PPl
middle @ K bt
middle @ Ho &
4 radicals THAO
4 radicals, final ¢ L2cne
4 radicals, final @  A1R@

clear, clean
complete
eat

Jorges
drink
spend some days
close

loosen
write

£o

change

die

drive
unfold

throw away

toss

Verb Types

Type A (middle radical not doubled) verbs are found in families I,
IL, II1.

Type B (with doubling} are found in families I, II, I1I.

Type C is defined as including all verbs in families IV and V, and
verbs with a primary internal change stem. “Primary Internal
Change Stem” verbs are conjugated through internal changes
instead of prefixes and suffixes. In these verbs, the first radical is
4th form and stays in this form throughout the conjugation, with

an exception in the nounal infinitive. Verbs of this type are [ VA 1]
bless and T&F long for.

In Type A verbs, the second radical of the root form of the verb is
doubled in the imperfect tense, when the final radical is without a
vowel (that is, the final radical is in the 6th form and closes a
syllable rather than beginning a new one).

Type B verbs have doubling throughout.

Type C verbs have no doubling. Also, Family HI—1 has no
doubling, because the laryngeals are not doubled.

Tigrinya spelling does not indicate where doubling, or

“gemination,” occurs. Here it is shown by two dots under the
double letter.




LESSON 18 |

Simple Perfect of All Verb Families 5 _ = 5 E..- E gé E 3 ,Ee_ § %
— w™
®oNNNaY mNGNN
The simple perfect expresses action accomplished in the past. It is
used to narrate things that took place in the distant past: ]
¢ P P ! s dgee2fetyge
A PanCF KA (7187 FRCT Lmls ® fSSIxISESS
In the beginning, God created heaven and. earth. 1
_ 1 & oo~
It is seldom used in simple sentences in ordinary conversation. ] = i ﬁ % § }f': B ﬁ X § v
But it does have other important uses and they will be studied 1 FrEEFE g F¥eEE
later. — 2
3 - g A
| e FrFRERIsrTeEn
The simple perfect of A&7 clear is as follows: ‘ ,g =& g .g g .'g E j:-‘ .-é é g é
v
Singular Plural 1 E e :E g g :g % E « .; 2 -
3m. ALl be cleared Al they cleared ‘ ul" = A SJ s s 'S % % % .% ~ S
£ REVE  shecleared  AAD they cleared : Q
= i
2m. REM  you cleared RENMEI®  you cleared 1 F'_-: o« _E 55 £ _g % E ” ;i-n & o
£ REML  youcleared  RLANY ou cleared ! = =1l £ € £<€<5 3 < < G
7 ) 2 EE&ce&SscEgESc<
lc. ANy [cleared  YAY ) we cleared ] 5 <
4 =
; o S
t.s EEEEETLT s
; E - H3IHERIIIAN
The verb chart shows how to form the simple petfect tense of k
verbs representing each of the main types of verbs. - -E E ‘% E % g g E $ R
] T o RRfRyd TS
':' 2 e E oy < o~
] 5 RERERESFLE
j! od o~ th &_ ‘%' Ll -~
' = ll:x.. w = &~ &
] = <= &
i o




Simple Perfect Tense — Families III, IV, and V

HI 0l II1 11
2-B

111

Family

1-A

Group — Type

TIRAR:  2C0 7 N3 T

HoCh
HoCS
HaCh
HoCh,

+eCh b

neh

RhFir
AT
Advh

Ahah,
MHthe AAEhee hehee +eche® Prhoe HoCho® 1TIRAL LCO0TH° A3 T-9°

A%
TS

NG
TI8A0  2C.i  .A3AT

T340 20, AR,

TIAMT 200

™15
- t+h

nes PeCY

heh
heh,

+¢Ch

W

70h,

+ech. +h,

INNVENT AASh? heh?  PeCh? FHh? HoCh? 1T78ARY 2LV 0320

N7Lo

Lcae
THAT  LCOPT A1Rot

TR

Ho/.
Haodt
Ho4$

PPl X bt

he
et

Aché.

13
T
F il iv'
Lk o

PPl Ot
P4
PP

AT
Achd-

Tidde RCOE N7,
a L

TiAA

™

4.
h#%

rcong

Ho -

™

Ach4-

LESSON 19

Simple Imperfect of All Verb Families

The Tigrinya imperfect is used for actions that are incomplete or
customary. By itself, the imperfect expresses what is customary or

usual. For example,

04l £9°%: WM, BRI
Man proposes, God disposes.

Al POA LACH:

He works in the theater.

The simple imperfect together with the corresponding form of the
helping verb A&®  expresses actions taking place in the present.

7 A8 LACH Al

He is working now.

Al oAm LLPN Abeox
He's sleeping in the back.

Al BCAE N8l VHIAANA Adm-=
They re stringing banners over the road.

The verb chart shows how to form the simple impetfect tense of
verbs representing each of the main types of verbs.
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LESSON 20

Gerundive

The gerundive is the tense customarily used to express completed
action. It can be used in the main clause of a sentence as the
equivalent of the English present perfect:

GA oo9CE6 1.0 WeEB-n  He has gone to the airport.

Narratives of the remote past use the simple perfect tense in
Tigrinya. Otherwise, the gerundive is the equivalent of the
English past tense.

hof ¢4 0%06 heG.: My brother went to Massawa.,
G 8 Hh9°T ATH ChNge: They received medical

asssistance.

Verbs which have a final @, or a middle @ not doubled, change
the @ to ¢ in the conjugation of this tense.

The gerundive of 714 say or tell isas follows:

Singular Plural

3 m. 4% be said rLeye they said

£ y o P4 she said .47 they said

2 m. T.C0  you said m.choe you said
£ T.C0,  you said ".Cn you said
lc 1.4 I said 0.5 we satd

LESSON 21

Gerundive in Subordinate Clauses

Many actions that would be expressed in English by using a serics
of coordinate clauses are expressed in Tigrinya with the gerundive
as a kind of subordinate clause, followed by the main verb.

G 0% heRT 1Lt LACE hA@s  They have
gone into the wilderness and are picking up wood (li. Having
gone into the wilderness they are picking up wood )

AL A E-9°% £105 Ahan: They have eaten and
drunk and are going (lit. Having eaten and drunk they are
going )

R HG¢h hith hat A Open your book and sit down
(lit. Having opened your book sit down }

The gerundive has other uses that w;ll be studied later.




LESSON 22 ] LESSON 23

Imperative—Jussive k Future Tense
The imperative—jussive stem of the Tigrinya verb is fully 1 The future tense is formed from the simple imperfect by adding
conjugated. In English, the imperative is used only for the second E the prefix R and using the appropriate form of A% 70 beasan
person. For example, 41 +A heh 772 A°&Zh.: Gotwo 1 auxiliary verb.
the river and bring water is addressed to “you,” second person 1
feminine, and can be translated directly into English. But an 1 hof X0h hawR'X Re&s My brother will come tomorrow.
imperative in the first person (“I,” “we”) or third person (“he,” .: cPge 8 WtPLmh AP Mariam will draw water.
“she,” “it,” “they”) may have to be translated with such a phrase as ;
“let them” or “let us.” Here, “let” means “may it happen,” not 1 The verb MY make or do is conjugated in the future as follows:
“allow them” or “permit us.” Other names for the “imperative” 1
and “jussive” moods are “hortatory,” and “cohortative.” There is a Singular
“cohortative” in Hebrew and a “hortatory subjunctive” in Latin. 3m. OMIC AR he will do
y £ hrMic Af she will do

T 21 T Ler's go outside. '-:' 2m.  hC A you will do

Akt Krtte SHI°C=  [fanyone is happy, let him sing. ', £ hrHe A you will do

A2 oft AT LWTs Grace be with you all 1 le. hMicC X T will do

E LN Al G35 RAONC e Tie the horse to the pillar.

The imperative—jussive of €10 is as follows:

3m. MK he9O they will do
. hrie-  AP% they will do

Si Plyral
ingular i E 2 m. s AR you will do
3 m. LlNO et him forget Ll et him forget 1 £ e R you will do
£ BEND Lot her forget £LND et them forget ' 1ec WG RS we will do
2 m. N0 forget! N0 Sorget! ]
f. A% forget NG forger! S The prefix R becomes . when the verb form to which it is
1e AENO et me forget N0 et us forget . prefixed begins with £ This occurs in three of the four third

person forms above.




LESSON 24

Negative of All Tenses

The verb is made negative in Tigrinya by the addition of a prefix
AL and asuffix '}, or in other words, by adding 48..."7 o the
inflection of the word. Many verbs have object pronouns suffixed
to them, but the suffix 7 comes last, e.g. ALTONANT [t doesn's

seem 5o to you.

When the verb already begins with £, a second £ is not added.
Thus the negative of £&MIC he is doing is REMICT he is not
doing, rather than *ALLMICS.

When the verb form begins with 4, the resulting *Ah 8

becomes Af. Thus the negative of APTN 1 cause to bill is
APPTAT [ am not causing to kill

For a negative command, the prefix is AL and the letter 7 is
not added at the end. Thus the negative of 71C say is
ARAIIC don't say.

For the jussive, A£- is prefixed to the jussive form.

Note: an asterisk * marks forms given as examples only, and not

found in the language.

LESSON 25
Infinitives, Adverbial and Nounal

The Tigrinya adverbial infinitive is formed by adding the prefix
N to the simple imperfect. This is the same form as the future
without the auxiliary verb. The adverbial infinitive can be trans-
lated with an English infinitive, as in the examples.

TUCE RIIC RLA, AN [ want to learn Tigrinya.
AFE LA 7L NP R Rs A woman came to

draw water.

The Tigrinya nounal infinitive is formed by prefixing 9* to the
verb, after changing all its radicals to the 6th form, but the next to
the last radical to the 4th. Thus for the vertb #-FA the nounal
infinitive is 9°P*A . For LCNOP the nounal infinitive is
goeCng

This form is used like English inﬁniitives and gerunds.

PPRAN av ot PAT°O:  Sowing makes the ground lush.

IobhG RANN ARn Throwing trash is forbidden.

P h PR NOCC RETPLY Rew  To chew gum is not
allowed,




LESSON 26
The Verb “to have”

“To have something” is expressed by an appropriate form of Af®
with an object suffix attached to it. That is, “I have the book”
would be @& hG AN (lic) The book is to me. Object suffixes
as such will be studied in a later lesson. Even so, one can see in the
examples below that the pronoun object suffixes work like other
inflections for gender and person: he she you [ and so on.

In this use of Al®, the verb is inflected to agree with its subject,
which is the thing possessed. This usage is like the Latin dative of
possession, e.g. liber mibi est, translated 7 have the book, but more
literally, 7he-book to-me is. The verb agrees with “book,” not “1.”

A0-C hAo-1= I have oxen.

Ah hAPL: I have cows.

AM AAPT = We have goats.

ATANT A s You (f.p.) have dogs.
o hG hivy: I have a book.
A9 WAy I have a cow.
HNO-C hharys I have oxen.
Adh hOPy= I have cows.

goR HF hirh: You (m.s.) have a book.
aoXHh§ hlvh: You (f.5.) have a book.
oo h§ Atrhge: You (m.pl) have a book.
aqoRhG Ay You (£.pl.} have a book.

oo hg ARG We have a book.
AF® AATG: We have a cow.
HMO-C A 5= We have oxen.
Ah AAPT = We have cows.
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AT® AATh:

A9° Ad-Th,=

A° hAThges

AT° hATNT
ANO0-C KA M=
AN0C haa =

A0-C hd@. 019"

AOC A, T3
h-h AAPTn
Ah AAPHL:
Ad AAPH9°:
hd AP R
TR hG RAP:
A9 AAf-x
AM0-C AP
Ah AMPA:
anfhG hAP:
A9® hAdu
AM0-C Aho P
Ah hAPA:
oo HhG WP u
AT hAfgou
AOC A, PP
Ay RAPAhPO:
auhg Ay
AT hAtHT7x
AN0C Ao-o7F:
hh AWAPhI:

You (m.s.) bave a cow.
You (f.5.) have a cow.
You (m.pl.) have a cow.
You (f.pl.) have a cow.
You (m.s.) have oxen.
You (f.5.) have oxen.
You (m.pl.} have oxen.
You (f.pl.) have oxen.
You (m.s.) have cows.
You (f.5.) have cows.
You (m.pl.) have cows.
You (f.pl.} have cows.
He has a book.
He has a cow.
He has oxen.
He has cows.
She has a book.
She bas a cow.
Sh.f,; has oxen.
She has cows.
They (m.) have a book.
They (m.) have a cow.
They (m.) have oxen.
They (m.) have cows.
They (£.) bave a book.
They (L.} have a cow.
They (£.) have oxen.
They (£.) bave cows.
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LESSON 27

Negative of the Verb “to have”

The negative of the verb “to have” is inflected for the person or
persons that has or does not have, by changing the pronominal
suffixes. But it is not inflected for the grammatical subject, the
things possessed. The same verb would be used in “I don’t have
cows” and “I don’t have oxen.” But the verb would change in its
suffix if “I” were to become.“we.”

The conjugation of “not to have” is as follows:

Singular Plural

3m. PANAXT  bedoesn’t have  CAWNCT™}  they don't have
£ P47 she doesn’t bave  PANF7 they don't have
2m. COAW?  you don't have PAANI°? you don’t have
f. PNANT  you don't have PAANTYY  you don’t have
l1c. PAAET don't have % 120 4 we don't have
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LESSON 28
Object Suffixes in Simple Perfect

The Tigrinya object suffixes are personal pronouns suffixed to
verbs. The use of object pronouns in Tigrinya is not exactly like
that of English, although translation is usually not difficule. As in
English, a verb can have both a direct and an indirecr object.
Thus, “Show me the pen” has an inditect object “me” and a direct
object “pen.” In Tigrinya, the pronoun “me” becomes part of the
verb and is not written separately: ACAPY, Show me.

The object suffixes in the following charts, used with a verb like
& help, would be equivalent to an English direct object:
ML Help me. The same suffix occurs in ACAPL Show me.
In English grammar, this “me” could be called an indirect object,
as in “Show me the book,” although the Tigrinya construction is
the same. In other words, the object suffixes in Tigrinya are not
always the same as “direct objects” in English. Other kinds of
objects in Tigrinya, which correspond more closely to the English
indirect object, will be studied later. l

Singular Plural
3 m. 7thform  him Tth+ °  them
f. 4thform  ber Ist+ F  them
2 m. h you (1T you
f. i, you n you
1ec. A me g s

59




The suffixes are added to the verbs with some adjustments:

Verbs feminine in 7 change to 9 before adding the suffix.

All 3rd forms change to 6th before adding the suffix.

In the gerundive 3 fem. sg., '?‘ is added before the suffix.

Before the 1st or 2d person suffix, a final radical 6th form changes
to a Lst form.

Addition of the suffixes for the 3rd person is more involved. The
following general rules should be interpreted with the help of the
charts, and vice-versa.

Lst and 6th forms of the stem change to the required vowel.
Exception: some gerundives add ¥ .

2d of stem plus 6th —add @ with the proper vowel.
3rd of stem plus 6th — add f with the proper vowl.

4th of stem —add A , except in the gerundive 3 fem. sg.,
which adds - with the proper vowel.

Personal 4th endings N and § ~add f with proper vowel.
Personal masc. 9 —add @ with proper vowel.

Personal fem. 7 —add A with ptoper vowel.

Simple Perfect Tense, with Singular Object Suffixes

him her

you, f.sg.

Jot, m.sg.

nie

g
»
&
=
@
i
o
=]
[Ty
R
7]

12601 12601, 1L.5h-2 1£50P
1265,

12690

I -1sing.

1265 .f

18497

we —1 pl.

nL4h e

1250t

126497

you —2 m.sg. -

1L5h0°

1R%he

12507

you -2 fsg.

12509

128h 9P

12.609°1,

you —2 m.pl.

1250TA

1265 A

15057,

you -2 fpl.

186 1£4-

124.0
12.4.h,

L2440
1241,

18.4%

he -3 m.sg.

1£4.3"

124+

1L24.1Y, 124.+h

she -3 fsp.

15P
12.4.M

1241 1£4-9
1L24-h

1£4.H

1847,

they -3 m.pl.

1241,

1297,

they -3 fpl.
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LESSON 29

More Prepositions and Pronoun Objects

NN ~ 1
;g8 18 93 1
§ a 5 E E . E g E E 1 Some more prepositions (continuing Lesson 14):
hg®  like
w ®#8 =R 55 AP W9° hlke WEN K@x  Job is strong like bis futher.
3 N N ~ :
E” ?ﬂ: § E g E ﬁ‘.( A N8 instead of in exchange for
™~ [d
g . = Al e 4408 RH, N06-L 1L Give me this ox in
) exchange for my borse.
% SR fg = é = é
2 §\ 3 t f:: & gi d ! T NHE:  for the sake of for
)
% £ a é: 5_ :r': & E P°RTE: hEE oo v | have come for my mother’s sake.
= ~ ~ ~ N for the sake of
g 3
Tg '~§ &' & @ EE a & é ﬁ g&: S . NCEATN QAT Tt Christ died for our sakes.
g § ¥4 ¥y g ¥ F4 : |
:é) » S. é: 5 E ; _.E -'E :{: N J‘ MO concerning, about
= © i
© MO WF KCTe ANEENTe We spoke about the
“E-‘ _§ 8 %: < ?E & g: < 5{5 o B history of Eritrea.
;W ~ & ¥ &
£ 3 &¥ ¥ «f «¥ :,f. & NIV s far as, unsil (A also ocours)
E = 5, = ‘E & ; & ; o N2 Z0h W18 h RS We will stay until tomorrow.
5 wE »A $E PE B AN thanks to
_ ANTI® Oeih LMY Thanks to you, I found work.
g = 5 3
% oy £ g - Y | NOE by fault of or NAHN,
- = .' N
? -g 5 é g ; MG AmAt MmELAT s  Because of sin, we are lost.

NN, VER L& Cdvllr  Because [some of it is] dry, the

wet will burn.




Prepositions are often used with personal pronoun suffixes. Thus

“to, or toward, me” is TH) + A%, thatis, 0% . Below are
declensions of preposition and suffix for 7 20 or for; A1MOAN
about; I°0 with; and WO alone, by oneself

Singular Plural
3m.  “70A te bim TOAI° to them
£ 3R to her A} to them
2m. %N 0 you 79 -9 to you
£ 79N, to you a ik to you
le. "398 to me 3aq to us
Singular Plural

3m. AMOAI abouthim  AMOANKRI®  about them
. AMONA  about her  AMONKT  about them
2m. AMONA  aboutyou  AMONTHI®  about you
£ AMONR, about you AMMNTT abour you
lc.  AMHONE  about me N0y about us

Singular Plural

3m. 9°Nh  with him Oh” with them
£ 90k with her I°0Ay with them

2m. PPN with you PAHI®  with you
£ 9°NR0,  withyou ATy with you

lc. go0L with me Iy with us
Singular Plusal
3m. oA by bimself  OdDg* by themselves
£ 064 by herself  QONF by themselves

2m. NN byyowrself  QONTI° by yourselves
£ QO by yourself  QONTF by yourselyes
le. O0AL  Hymyself  QOAG by ourselves

LESSCN 30
Adverbs

Some commonly used adverbs:

e Py very recently, soon
&ed° DY VL PlLove [t rained very recently.

eg° HO'}  this year

g Y7 han, FavCO@e  His brother marvied this year.

@l when (or @dRH)
aoh'H aod AN When did you come?

L today
L M@yt AN [ washed clothes today.

&Och  tomorrow
A0 082 hoCe AC:  Tomorrow I will go to market,

£2é RO day afier tomorrow

TN, yesterday

PLTL AN, day before yesterday (also NPLL Fo94, )
TN, ool fast Thursday

9L last year

8 now

At T AZ huah Afs  TU give you that money now.




1% notyet (or'2%)
AT Aa-MMEN 19 RLavd ¥ Stll the bus han't arrived,

N0 then, next
a0 N NEH g h-n .Next he went into the field.

PLgo before, earlier
5 Néch PEI° LAooz  He [finished the work before.

LA later, then
LhC W0 ARG Well get together later.

W& A0 always (the usual word; also WA A0)
i A6 Cr = Ahways be is reading.

a4 always (less commonly; also oCT7)
@4 dts  He is always victorious,

ht  never, absolutely not
ht RALIPNChTWIn  We never kneel down.

AL where?
AL AT Where are yous?

hne Sfrom where?
1L apR X0 From where did you come?

AU,  here
At oY A0, AAPs  There are a lor of cars bere.

Ak there
73R UIR Al Aies  An ancient building is there.

A @0, inside
Al @-0m, Atz A1+ RAGS Wies  [uside that but is a
child,

Al ADA.  above (the spelling differs when used alone and when
followed by a noun)

Al ASA, 10T (LH? TEh:  Above Nefasit you find

Bizen.

AE 718 B0 AN, @E5- The water came from above,

A vl below
hé-2A NG At Tl £9Y0C  Those who do evil live in
an inferior way.
Wo-  far
AV A o NI Drive the cartle away.

Yem  near

v vk TE@. A Bring the kid to me.

1w I here and there

Al: RAA o 1B BAN Ao The insane person is
going here and there.

M Ho- beyond (also Yl Bep-)
Wl thisside

x ﬂ‘:i’ well
AP 184 He did well

hé-2  poorly, badly
NéA Qe He worked badly.




NF&I°  truly, completely, surely
ANEXI° ReATHeie  Hesaid nothing at all.

Nehl:  in truth
Nehd® 7182 Tell me truly,

TeE  only
A E LCT 168 LTNgen They found only one hen.

L+ alone
NL'r oo k-  He came alone.

I°CH8  particularly, especially
ANG® H9°0C 1Yt RE9°: 9°GR RPCAs Those

students are clever, especially Peter.

At gbow, approximately

0L LA AN Hh9vQ Govt L0 3 His age is about

ffy.

A& about, approximately (the more usual expression)

0L Lh. H9°A Goot KA LO@F: His age is about

fifiy.
ol pow?
hwf o.%00I*:  How did you spend the day? (i.c. Good

afternoon)
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Often adverbs of manner are constructed by using a noun with the

prefix Al .

NAehfat TFVAGT:  He received us warmly.

There are verbs which may be used in the gerundive as finite
verbs, but which would naturally be translated with adverbs.

AP L& imés They are writing neatly.
AP S.00 W COANWI®:  First Il tel] you the news.
PAMET V2O They did it quickly.

Some expressions of affirmation and negation are as follows.

A® yes

hée s all right

Af, yes, all right

LT okay, fine

At at your service

A9°fl.  no! (strong refusal)

KI8% Idon't bnow (somewhat impolite)
FCANT  maybe

LODF it could be

AN Y7 Res  Itsnor possible.
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Common Adverbs

For the convenience of the reader, the adverbs in Lesson 30 are

presented together below.

o very recently, soon AU, bere

feg° HOY7 i year Ak there
TR0 when A o inside
A0Oh  omorrow A1 ADA,  above
Lhé &Oeh  day afper tomorrow Al vl below
TN, yesterday Wa  fur
P27 -’l""m. day before 'IP: - near
yesterday 1@ I here and there
T AN Lust Thursday Wl W beyond
GUL  last year WE® i side
r‘h“T. now 1o I
1 notyer Réh  poorly, badly
N0 then, next ANFRI°  truly, completely, surely
P9 before, earlier Nh®  inzruth
LehC  later, then TEL only
WA A0 zhoays ML+ sione
o4 atways PG8  particularly, especially
OCHT?  shways AN abous, approximately
bt never AA-  bous, approximasely
AL  where? haof  Lou?

nne [from where?
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LESSON 31
Compound Tenses, 1< and he?

The simple imperfect and the gerundive tenses are used with the
vetb  AX® 10 be present, 1o make compound tenses.

For the imperfect tense plus Ai®, see Lesson 19. The negative of

this tense is made by the negative of the imperfect together with
the corresponding form of Al , e.g. ALONOT AN Je is 1ot
eating.

The gerundive with AN is used as the equivalent of the English
present perfect.

aq - Wi He bas come
A &R 0 Lrl: $LR ANTint [ have cut wood in the

wilderness.

The verb ¥}, and its gerundive 724 are used to express past
time for both A% and A&®. The conjugations are as follows:

Singular Plural
3m. Ml be was M4 they were
£ WMt she was me- they were

2m. MNCY  you were MCH9°  you were
£ YICh,  you were MCw?  you were

le  YMICH  [was Hney we were
Singular Plural
3m. 184 bewas TeCQI  they were

(N ] A she was Y2477 they were
2m.  3Ch you were rChoe you were

£ &Ch you were vCh you were
le. 98¢ [ was e we were
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The gerundive plus the appropriate form of & or 764
corresponds to the English past perfect. Literary usage may use the
gerundive with & to form this tense, as in:

24 aorovCk: 95 HAAD oL+ TN bho7 TiLLy°
WMis  The disciples however had gone into the city to buy food.

But the normal usage is neay 1 ec9 they had gone.

To form the negative of this tense, the negative of the simple

petfect plus Ml& or 784 is used.

ALQST ‘M or 18CT  They had not gone.
70 25 S0 T TTANCTE ALHROLTY s For
Jobn had not yet been imprisoned.

The imperfect with the corresponding form of Hl& corresponds
to the English past progressive or past imperfect.

LOND M They were eating
or BINAO 12CI°.  They were eating

To form the negative of this tense, the negative of the imperfect
plus the corresponding form of & is used.

ALNNDT He- They were not eating
ALONOT 12CT™  They were not eating

The verb 17 is used as follows:

1. To form the negative of the verb “to be” (see Lesson 7,

AERHNT ewc)

2. To form the future of the verb “to be,” e.g. 70749 h'iie?
A% He will be rich.
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3.a. With the imperfect. The imperfect of To¥ ( £T@-?) is used
to express doubt or probability. Note that 2 Ti@-} can be

conjugated for person, gender, and number.

o1 682 LHee LhMmIw He may be on his way to

market.

To express present doubt or probability in the negative, the
negative of the imperfect plus the imperfect £Tm-% is used.

S Mh- ALawXNT LTw 5= [am probably not coming

to his house,

3.b. With the gerundive.

i. The imperfect L@F is used with the gerundive to express
doubt in the past.

avd b LNt He may have come.

ii. With the gerundive interrogative, the imperfect & Tim-%
is used to ask a tactful question.

oo k-2 T Lo} Might he have come, possibly?
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