LESSON 32
Verbal Adjectives and Nouns

Many adjectives and nouns are derived from verbs. That is, they
are part of a system of words sharing the same root. The root is
thought of as a set of radicals with a certain meaning.

For example, the word TOR door, like 0%~ closed, is from the
root FRA@ close. In this case the final @ has been dropped or
assimilated, as often happens with “weak” letters, but the common
root can still be seen. There is some regularity in the way words
are formed from the roots, and it is helpful to see this especially
when learning vocabulary.

1. Verbal adjectives are passive participles, generally formed with
the vowels 6-2-6. Thus from &  break is formed the adjective
DG broken, with its feminine MAWCE and plural A&,
The form AFC has the vowels 6th form, 2d form, and 6th form,
or 6-2-6. So also YT open; Ok~ closed: VeI® wonderful

2. Verbal nouns are formed in various ways. T'wo more or less
regular patterns are:

a. Nouns signifying the agent or the name of a profession are
usually formed with the vowels 1-4-3, or sometimes 1-4-4

plus £

ane Aet (£) ANCE (pl) breaker
8.6 Judge

héA, butcher

HPé driver

Khd: or Kh%p writer or secretary
AANTL or AATTL weaver
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b. Nouns signifying tools or instrumentality are often formed
with @2 plus 6-1-3, or @ plus 6-1-3 plus .

aoRl).  plane (carpenter’s tool )
2Pyt medicine (lit. that saves from disease)
ol YPA,  sledge-hammer or wedge

Some of these nouns are formed with the vowels 6-1-6.

oo} {1 chair
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LESSON 33
Ordinal Numbers

The ordinal numbers are inflected for gender, and agree with the

noun they modify.
masc. femn.
+4571L +Xan .-t forst
hake hih 2 ‘ second
AL AL third
&9 L 0L Jourth

APPhL  hGLE fifth
nene G0 Lt sixth

49 4198 seventh
dece ALt eighth
Fnae FhoLt ninth
9Né- 2 1A tenth

The ordinal numbers eleventh and higher are made by using the
word @®{l\ with the cardinal number.

anfld\. NGt m- hf. eleventh
aofli\ MCHm- Dt twelfth

Some common fractions are as follows.

St one-half
AN one-third
CA% one-fourth
P one-fifth
AhPN L A4
or hP*GL KR & 4 [fifth portion
ayeLt one-eighth
et one-tenth
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LESSON 34

Direct and Indirect Objects

The grammatical direct object of a verb can often be identified as
the person or thing that receives the action of the verb. In some
languages, like Latin and Greek, it is in a distinctive case (the
accusative). In Tigrinya, it comes before the verb.

vy avet ofh-z The priest ended the prayer.
APNAT AP RGO PO AF9° AhT SO+ M
At an Playing their flutes, the men entered the house.

The direct object of the verb may be introduced by 7 prefixed,
although this prefixed 7 is not obligatory. When it is used, the
verb will have a pronoun suffix that corresponds to the object. In
the first sentence below, the suffixed ¥ is masculine singular,
corresponding to the noun phrase, “his good friend.” In effect, the
object is expressed twice, once as noun and once as pronoun.

1. In any one nominal group, 7 occurs only once.
YE A PPL GCH CRYP [ have seen bis good friend.

2. When there are several objects, 7 can appear before each
object, or it can appear only one time.

i AAFPT TE9° VLT AMIC: He helped the
chief and the soldiers.
ThAFT @Y LeTTF WIFP: (the same)

3. If the direct object is a pronoun, the verbal suffix alone can
express it. However, a pronominal suffix can be added with 7 , in
the form 7A . But the verb will still have its suffix. In effect, the
object is expressed twice, both times as a pronoun.

ATT BAD CARL:  Those children saw me.
AR RAD FTRE LARYLn  (the same)
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The indirect object is expressed by 7 prefixed to the noun. ‘ pronoun is like a Latin or Greek dative, which can be a “dative of

advantage,” a “dative of reference,” or a “dative indirect object.”

Al P o1 Llt THA LAPI° s The chiefof the
village gave money to the soldiers.

] Singular Plural
If there are several indirect objects, 7 may be used with each one, . 3m. -~ for him —iege for them
or only once. f. -4 Jor her -7 for them
VRIS A@AEY 1IF APAST M LU Heisgiving | 2m. AN foryou AR for you
the bouse to his sons and his daughters. f. -Al for you -ANT  for you
le. -0&E  forme -Ag Jor us

TANET ALL} THOAPI: He spoke to my Jather and ‘:

mother. g ji 62 MdtPe  He opened the door.
02 Nidhhe He opened the door for him.

In the second sentence, if the parents are addressed individually, it

is better to use ¥ with each: FANEGT TRLLT. ] vl & AE W A TP He wrote that book himself.
ARG Ah$-AT:  He wrote a book for us.
The direct object may be placed before the indirect, or vice-versa. " aofth AN He tessified on your bebalf
! E A AOC:  He tied the dog.
All, oK 3andoYUC M0 Give this book to the teacher. 1 vk AN, AOSASE  He tied the dog for me.
PUC AU, a0 AF 0 (the same) . TEEBNG e It is permitted for us. (Latin licet nobis)
If the indirect object is a pronoun, the pronoun object suffixes of hP°RhAL:r  Bring [it] 1o me.
the verb may be employed. When 7 . is used with a pronoun, TONKF" = He gave them back
pronoun suffixes of the type used with nouns are attached to the ANNI°s  He answered them.
particle 74 . 1
) Some verbs, such as @PAO znswer, VL worship, L771R
,’h::g' y [l:;‘mzf{zogj:‘; 20 me. : pity, use ¥ with the obje.t-:t expressed indepcndcxftly and A with

the corresponding object pronoun as it is suffixed to the verb.

The preposition A or A | TATANT 0180 He worshiped God,

‘ 688 1l OG- LVNRN2  The judge pitied the thief
The preposition & or & with a pronoun object suffix attached is ’
used with verbs. It cannot introduce a noun. Its usual meaning is § In compound tenses, the suffixes are always joined to the main
on behalf of, for the benefit of With some verbs, it introduces an , verb and not to the auxiliary.

ordinary indirect object. In effect, this preposition A with its

v AAN, LANC N He was tying the dog.
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LESSON 35

Interrogatives

Questions can be asked with interrogative pronouns and adverbs.

ArTL what?

AllE where?
hne from where?
e to where?
ap R} when?
oo’} who?

9N oo’} with whom?
gL avn’ of whom, whose?

Jan’} to whom?
APT L which?
niee how many?
hav 8. how?

NF>13 L how, by whar means?
39T L why, for whar?
N2 L why, for what reason?

If an interrogative word is not used, questions are formed with a
special particle, & . This is attached as a suffix to the appropriate
word. But when it is attached to A% or Ad®, it is prefixed
rather than suffixed, and does not have the 7th form vowel.

with AR with Ad\®
3m. $@ Lo L Lhrm-
. ef £ £4 LAP
2m. &0 L.h-g° enm enh-g
£ AN, A7 2o, Aneh?

le. 2°¢ 25 T TR ¥

The particle & is used only once in a question.
FP £2: ofN M7 AR [ good or bad?

When the answer expected is positive, & is used with a negative
verb (cf. Latin nonne).

ha? 04T oo$heg® hfl e AR ALhYI:  The
dog and the wolf are from the same species, aren’r they?

hAAY? A7 aoNBag° hL 2 REOYY  Aren’s the
dog and the wolf from the same species?

0NL D97 & “Ihén LHRAG Do city boys know how to
plow?

NOC-L 2 BOANLE  Cun an ox have a calfe

Questions are marked in speech by a rising intonation. The

traditional written question mark ! (AAMTE $PN. three dots ) has
now largely been replaced by the mark “2,” especially in
handwriting,




LESSON 36

Causatives

The different stems of a verb, or themes (this is the term used by
W. Leslau} are conjugations of the verb in which a regular
transformation is applied through all the inflections of person,
number, and so on. These transformations imply a regular effect
on the meaning of the verb. For example, when a verb is
systematically altered by prefixing the radical A , the whole
collection of new forms is the conjugation of the “causative stem”
of the verb. The common meaning of these forms is generally the
meaning of the root verb with the idea of causation added to ir.

Thus from M. do is derived AMVE. cause to do.

The radical A is a “weak” radical, and when it is added to another

word its presence is not always obvious.

When A is prefixed to a verb like 184, /eave off which begins
with a 6th form radical, the prefix and the radical make a single
syllable that ends with the 6th form silent: A4 cause to leave
off (pronounced K7 - £4.).

When & is prefixed to an inflected form of the verb beginning
with a person marker like % or -, the prefix causes the 6th
form radical to become 1st form, and the radical A of the prefix
does not itself appear. TNCT  she blesses plus A becomes
HACT  she causes to bless.

In type A verbs, and in family II1.1, the first radical of the root
remains in the 6th form.

Simple perfect  Imperfect Gerundive Jussive-imperative
hNMld NG ANl foNc
A& hé. PR S AR hd- PR S

In type B and C verbs, the first radical keeps its original vowel.

Simple perfect  Imperfect Gerundive Jussive-imperative
ANLA riLa Al4.a- PALA
LUTAL PACTH L UTA PACTH

In all verbs, in the imperfect and jussive-imperative, the second and
following radicals become 6th form,

In some verbs a letter, 7 or 9, is added for the sake of
pronunciation, between the causative prefix and the first radical of
the root.

+pdm pound, HVPPP@ rtremble

Notice the uses of the causative in the following examples.

DA A2 He went out.
1 S0 AR AP He caused the cat to go out.
1970, v h.= He came yesterday.

T2, ri; THA AP°AAP:  He brought the money
yesterday (lit caused the money
to come)

>t T PR A Al Hegs bringing the money.
KQOch 1T THIA WI°Kh R He will bring the money

tomorrow.
Tt R AR Ml ALF RFPavms Pyt the book on the
table.

Some verbs are causative in form, but not causative in meaning.

Haofy give thanks
RI°AM  escape
AAAP  recognize




LESSON 37

Passives

To form the passive stem, the letter T is prefixed. However, in
the imperfect, jussive, and infinitive, the - is assimilated by the
first radical of the root and does not appear.

Singular Plural
3m. TULo®  he was struck tULov they were struck
£ HULon Yt she was struck  TUEL"T they were struck
2m. VLI you were struck  TOLINI®  you were struck
. FOLIN  you were struck  FUVLI°WE  you were struck
Lo, TOLIN [ owas struck VLIS we were struck

There is a relatively wide range of pronunciation of some forms of
the passive.

In the simple perfect of type A verbs, when the third radical is 2
form other than 6th, the second radical usually becomes a 6th
form. But sometimes an alternate spelling with the 1st form exists.

Thus -FOAlE and AN are equivalent. The meaning is ## was
broken, a passive from Q& break.

In type A and B verbs, in the imperfect, the first radical becomes

Gth form, and the second remains 1st form. For example, the
simple imperfect A% M LONC  the stone was breaking
something, becomes in the passive A9°%L LM the stone was
being broken. The (% becomes f1 but {1 remains fl.

When the passive is formed of the simple perfect of family I1I.1,
the first radical becomes 4th form and the second radical becomes
6th form. Thus the simple perfect &héd. he wrote becomes
TAdvA. it was written. For the imperfect passive of family I11.1,
the second radical becomes st form. Thus LK N&  fe was
writing when made passive is SRNGE 72 was being written, For
the jussive-imperative passive of family I11,1, the first radical
becomes 1st form. Thus LR h& et him write becomes the
passive RN ez it be written.

The passive is used as a regular passive, as a reflexive (the Greek
“middle”), and as a deponent. A deponent verb is one that is
“passive in form but active in meaning,” like Latin Aortor “I
exhort,” not “I am exhorted.” Tigrinya examples are:

At @4 tUbovsn The boy was hit. (passive)
At Oy Thdfl = Th plate has been washed. (passive)

TchiA e She washed berself (reflexive, or
“middle”)

LR AL speak (deponent)

Tia-t+ play (deponent)

ooy desire, covet (deponent)




LESSON 38

Relatives

Introduction

Relative clauses in English are usually introduced by the relative
pronouns, whe, which, that, and so on. “The letter you wrote,”
and “the letter that you wrote,” amount to the same thing, but the
second uses the relative pronoun “that” to introduce the clause
“you wrote.” Tigrinya does not use a separate word for this
function. Instead, the simple perfect or imperfect of the verb is
inflected by prefixing H or A toit.

AR A TN You wrote a letter.
HE OGNS dARTIL:  the letter [that] you wrote [it]

The second phrase might be translated zhe you-wrote-it letter, in
order to display the fact that the modifying or defining clause in
Tigrinya is one word, not several words as in English. It also
illustrates how the Tigrinya word is something like a participle. It
can be made into a substantive by using an article.

Hao&X'h V007  the coming week
Al HooRh avy h@i  That person coming, who is it?

Formation of the Relative

In general, the relative prefix is "N . Its vowel can be modified by
the radicals that follow it. However, when the verb begins with
the personal markers t or 7, the prefix is A rather than H.
Further details about these prefixes follow.

"H is prefixed to the simple perfect or imperfect.

M bedid MW thar did
LMIC e isdoing WMIC  that is doing

A is used in front of the personal markers 4 and %. The

person markers are doubled when the relative is prefixed.

AFMIC  we who are doing
KTMIC  you who are doing

A (rarely M) is used in front of the passive prefix .

AWMV that was done
NEBRA@  that was made ready; prepared
AHAhd. @ARTE 4 letter that was written

When H precedes A, the first person singular marker, the
marker is dropped and only H appears.

A0 Tam listening WOP°O [ who Lsten
When H precedes £, the combination becomes H, .
LMC heisdoing MANC  that is doing
" with Ad® makes HA®, and so forth.
RIvt HAF  the one who has faith

A negative verb in the indicative begins with A£ and ends with
"+, With the relative, the verb begins with Hf and the suffix 7 is

not used.

Al HEUN® @5 the bay who did not do it

When M precedes A, from the causative, the combination
becomes H .

Usage

When the relative clause is an adjective clause, it comes before the
noun. For example,



A Haodt AN A6 K€ The girl who came is Sarab.
3 A, HoR At AN A% Call the girl who came
yesterday (lit To the yesterday arrived girl, call her. This

sentence would also be correct without the preposition 7,

that is, with A" instead of 724 )

When the relative clause is a noun clause, it replaces the noun in

the sentence order.

Gl heF Lo £99: . THLAPI® dwm%: SA ThA
v He went up into a mountain and called whom he
would, and they came to him.

Points of construction

The verb in the relative clause has the usual object suffixes, direct

and indirect.

Ak ATCAR BT O NG KR The man whom you
see is from Kunama.
Ak MNCAAL MHh A%s  What you have done for me is

much.

When the semantic relationship of the verb in a relative clause to
the noun it modifies is indirect, the preposition & and the third
person pronouns may be used for the suffixes of the verb. (The

suffixes wouldbe — & -4 —&°9° _ A7)

A2 AFRo-+A Heh w00 Wi ALhey o The ball

you are playing with isn’t round. The instrumental “with”

accounts for the preposition A in A TAmt4 .

Ak NHhECSh U GL 102 A& The hotel in
which we spent the night belongs to Tesfai.

N4 AtoALitA oot ACES NGI° Hiooe  There

were heavy rains in the year that I was born.

There are some verbs, such as 4.4 stay a while, and AV be
present, that might seem to require the preposition # but which
do not use it. They use the direct object suffix.

Al HOL.CSP 9% 14-C Re:  The village we stopped in is
hot.
Al HWSO® M ch A% The house we are in is large.

If the verb in the relative clause has a direct object marked with the
prefix 7, the verb does not take an object suffix.

Ad YPGT-Ahd NERPT OMLE AL AP:  The
woman who has seen the First Secretary is my sister. (Note that
the form ‘HEAPT is used, rather than HEAPH )

The relative construction is used often with the verb “to be.”

Depending on the emphasts, either the relative or the verb can be
last,

bl WL hof ARz Th parson who just left is my brother.
hHolL K HhHL: My brother is the one that went.

In a question, the word order is often the relative, the interrogative,
and then the verb “to be.”

AW, WUVE oo KRR The one who did this is whoe?

The relative with a negative verb and the word A% is used to
mean “not even” in a defensive sense.

M ALCht=: APL HELAHh® Al You broke it/
—What! [ haven’t even touched it!



LESSON 39

Comparatives and Superlatives

The comparative is expressed. by using the verb in the imperfect

with ).

A2 bl Al Troche Tsega is taller than her sister.

B 68 T At 7L N9 L0Hhe We
have dug more graund today than yesterday (lit From thar of
yesterday what today we bave dug is more).

go e/, VAl Rhl T IR0 The earth is smaller than the sun.

Question sentences and negative sentences using the comparative
follow the rule except in such sentences as: “Which is smaller, the

sun or the earth?”
APG L LIRNE AhL’2 @B I°L6E Which is smaller, the
sun or the earth?
Note that there is no i1} ; only the verb is used.

The superlative in Tigrinya is expressed by the use of a relative
clause.

Al Al: Wiwm-ch V108> K@ This is the longest rope.
At HOAR @f AH, A= This is the best boy.
AHA AZ HOART AN REn This is the best girl.
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LESSON 40

Coordinate Conjunctions and Interjections

A coordinate conjunction is a word that like “and,” connects two
words, phrases, or clauses, that are grammatically or logically
parallel. By way of comparison, a subordinate conjunction is a
word like “since,” which connects two clauses but represents one of
them as an explanation or cause of the other. The main clause is
stated and the other clause is subordinated to it. Subordinate
conjunctions are treated in the next lesson.

1. 7 and is the most common coordinate conjunction. It is
placed at the end of each word that is to be joined. Thus in any
use it must occur two or more times.

NLFY 0 HICT hI°KAx  Bring a table and chair.
oo hGNY PCUNT @-OL Take your book and your
exercise book.

2. @% and (h@-7 after a word ending in a vowel)

a. @7 and is used to bind two clauses together, and is
placed after the word which is to be emphasized.

N Wt TUCTE hes Aa Ao? o0 TAPEx:
He went to school and there be played ball.

S L4 FUCT hes. won A7 TAPE: He
went to school and played ball.

b. It is sometimes used to mean “then.”

T3 1NhA Ao ? 50 ™M PS A-+7 lh DL S
Then, the next day, he went to the house of the owner of the
cattle.

¢. [t is used to mean “also”

LLNE’ T Lk My horse also is dead.
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3. hh or WA and abso
At Th 1L L: MO oo And [ said “Lord until

when?”
4. & and abso

e 277 Wbt had HNLY W= And be said,
“Until the cities are wasted.” (Isaiah 6:11)

When used together in a compound sentence, A and £°7 mean
and. Usually A precedes and &7 follows.

5. O uniil (also BAB). This word is used only with the

simple imperfect tense.
6. L or

NA 0f AP, DThS THAk A H9°: You can go
by foot or by mule.

7. WY cither (0% ... T whether. .. or ). Often in speech
only the initial Tie¥ is used.

12680 KF ot NdA e +a3 T oo
Take care you speak not either good or bad to Jacob. (Genesis

31:24)

fo-ivh of: AX NN hd T 9A9° et VLT
he'rt 99 o' Whether Paul or Apollos, Cephas, the
world, or life, or death (1 Cor 3:22).

v
8. AL’ L . @77 ot only. .. but also
AUAL ReBT 0N 07 a7 R8s Not only wild

animals but people also are cruel.
9. 2% or 7  bur (adversative)

Al L% A% Al 77 ok hol A& Thisis my son,
but that is my brother’s son.

o4

10. R9NC  bur

a. AL is used mainly with a negative comparison. The
word order of the sentence is typically (1) the positive
statement, (2) A°(C, and (3) the negative statement. The verb
is not used in the positive statement if it is the same as the verb
of the negative statement.

AP L0 £7 RS O APPNC: TN A9eATh
RELNLF The Pharisees (desired) the glory of men, bus
did not desire the glory of God.

b. It is used as a mild adversative, as in a resumptive sense.
AIPOC & VI AAPE But does he have money?

c. It is used to express something unexpected.

e RPPNC 903 e But instead he came (although he

was not expected to come).

11. AFVAC  therefore, so. The rhérorical particle . is often
used with AF°MAL.

AINARCA,: ACYTI® ANS: N2 RA3HL e
WA A5 What shall we say that Abrabam our father in
the flesh bas found? (Romans 4:1)

12. BR  better, rather, in preference to, sooner

M, .60 AN, AOC LA Berter tie this horse,
AN, LA hao\& s [ bad rather take this one.

13. 4 please (also, but rarely, f=3")
IoVET M8 Please teach us.

14. A9®  therefore, in consequence (always postpositive—i.e. not
the first word in its phrase)
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%7 AL L AP AU: TH, Nérh QOAH I [ will g0
today, therefore you do this work yourself

15. AW not even, even

AL NP AN COALF: [ don’t have even one cent.

&k B b PeTige HAMNG AT AR ARy

Al We are wiping off against you even the dust of your
cities that sticks to us. ‘ {(Luke 10:11)

16. 219" therefore

Q4 7P hd o0 NEhS AT L£19° 104F:  We

worked from morning till evening, so let us rest.

17. QA= L why?

NAT° 1L ¢4 hrand. hLhi Why have you gone to

Asmara?

18. AYH1dé. finally (lit for what remains.). This word signals

the conclusion of a discourse).

MN-dé. P2 AW ooF h&'H, WC A8 And finally, the
price of this book is cheap.

ANH-tLEN A 1PHL: NPLd thlefb: Finally, my
brothers, rejoice in the Lord. (Philippians 3:1)
19. TMF  that is to say, that means

Ate L4 TINF AT AOCYIT S0 40 @45
The children, that is Tekle and Abrapam, went down to the

river,
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List of coordinate conjunctions and interjections

fu—

I L S

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

T 7 and
@} and (R @1 after a word ending in a vowel)
hh and, also
£07 and, also
a1 until (also RAG) only with s.impf. tense.
ol or
7 either (Me7... WY whether. .. or)
ROUINL L .. @7 notonly. .. butalso
29 or T% bur (adversative)

A°NC but

a. mainly with a negative comparison.

b. as a mild adversative, as in a resumptive sense—returning to
a topic in the course of discussion.

c. to express something unexpected.

APNAC therefore, so.
Lh better, rather, in preference to, sooner
5 please (also, but rarely, Tre 3~ )
AT therefore, in consequence (always post-positive,
that is, occuring after the first word of a phrase)
b ot even, even
L therefore
NAF° 1L why?
AN1Lé.  finally (it for what remains.).
41 that is to say, that means
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LESSON 41

Subordinate Conjunctions

Subordinate conjunctions join two elements, but not in parallel.
The two clements that are joined may differ grammarically to a
greater or lesser extent, along with the logical and syntactic
subordination. This is true in English and in other languages. For
example, in “She went to the river and washed her clothes,” the
verbs “went” and “washed” are parallel and are joined by means of
the coordinate conjunction “and.” But when a relation of time,
purpose, or result is expressed, the verbs may no longer be
grammatically parallel. Thus, “She wenz to the river o wash her
clothes,” or, “After going to the river, she washed her clothes” no
longer use the two simple past tenses “went” and “washed.” The
following paragraphs give examples of such constructions in

Tigrinya.

1. 20 untl up to, as far as (also spelled N1.70. An equivalent
word less widely used is B0 or BAL). The conjunction is
followed by H with the simple imperfect.

nRot oedd PAIA? NN NCh Ha-Lhe  He bas
no right to amuse himself until he has finished his work.

2.a. W) or A1) than. With ‘Hand the simple imperfect.
MaC Kék A W ML ] like 1o go fora

walk better than to work.

2b. Wl since, because. With the simple perfect, or with H and
the simple imperfect.

R QAN ALRIYNF AP Since you said that to

me, I don't believe you. The suffix 0 of NANYL isa
rhetorical addition.

AL Y 1AL ALAIGF AP Since you said this to
me, I don’t believe him. The conjunctions R9® and NN
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are more common than ]l in this type of

construction.
AN, QA HANL  because be says this to me ...
Al R AT AP0 NANR,  well be said this to me,

and so ...

3. ..., h... with the simple imperfect and A : while. The
simple imperfect with Al® is conjugated normally, bur the
particle N is prefixed to both verb elements. This
construction is for an action thar is simultaneous with the

main verb.

nAO haA™h CAReLe  While I was eating he saw me.

4.a. & with the simple imperfect is a negative purpose
construction : Jest. The construction is also used with the

vertbs 42U fear and MEME doubr.

NEONC +aFE P Be careful that it doesn’t break.
Ne®&P WE.CV  I'm afiaid that he might fll.

4.b. h& with the simple perfect expresses an unfulfitled

circumstance.
NLYLY, a3 h  He came without letting me know.
heNL K@% Before he goes, call him.

5. $PR¥L  in order to, for the purpose of.

MLt WA 33 PRYE RTFhEN SAOE 0
®EM = Mebheret went to the river to wash ber clothes.

6. O\ because (answers a question “why”), with 'H and the
simple perfect.

A0 AN Wl  because he bad eaten
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7. N9 thar, with N and the simple perfect or imperfect, is a
form for indirect speech, It is used after verbs of perception.

N9° Nawd RANP: [ bnow thas be came.
o> HooZh R&AT: [ hnow that he will comze.

8. P KW A or Tieh BB AHt, with the simple
perfect : even if; although. R#t comes before the verb.

T AR M WrE e cven if T were rich
7°9° A0 08 NP FhAAN  cven if you pay your debts

9. &7t with ‘N and the simple imperfect is used to express a
wish. A wish can also be expressed with the jussive.

HARA TN A3 HivAoy If I only had enough
money!
AP My A HaoZh Ifhe could only come!

PIRANL [ wish he would come (the jussive; lit may he
(God) make him come for me)

10. A1) W% instead of can be followed by a relative clause.
Al WP UG 9 LA [nsread of speaking, let

him keep silent.

11. v wirh. Used with the simple perfect.

W 9N R i NIVLG Ren When be comes, he
will vell us all things.

T 0 avd b YUTI°: When be came he told them
everything.

12. AY with the simple perfect is used when two actions take
place at the same time and have the same subject : while,

ATODT @Rh-  He wens out laughing,
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Summary chart of subordinate conjuctions

conjunction

21 or hid
h1l or 270
bl

h.h

he

. he

bl W I

nA

e

at 2ol XN
or ?if-h hhn .
Xt

A 4
7°N

AT

translation

until
than
since, because
while
lest
without, before
in order to
because
that
At even if
A
expresses a wish
instead of

when

while
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construction

M + s.impf.
N + s.impf,
‘H + s.impf. or pf.

9 with verb and Afr®

s.impf.

s.pf.

B+ s.impf.

H + s.pf.

H + s.impf. or pf.
s.pf.

H + s.impf.
H + s.impf.
s.pf.
s.pf.




LESSON 42

Reciprocals and Frequentatives

The reciprocal and frequentative systems or themes are formed by
making an internal change to the verb instead of by adding a
prefix or suffix.

The reciprocal system can be made from the passive system, as well
as from the causative system, by giving the third-to-last radical of
the verb a 4th form vowel. For a typical three-radical verb, this
would be the first radical, and the root will start with a 4th form
vowel.

t7IF ANGLT ThE& MBI TANE:  Yohannes and
Tesfai laughed at each other.

Th&hG R¥F T PCT: APAUR ANS LG

If we love one another, God remains in us.

Somc verbs, such as Q&N bless, TE.F long for, and &P
shave, have their normal conjugation in this form, except for the
nounal infinitive, which is plain, and the frequentative, which is
explained below. A chart gives the conjugation of T4.%F,

The frequentative system is formed by repeating the second-to-last
radical of the verb. The first of the two repeated radicals is written
with the 4th form vowel. The frequentatives can be formed from
the active, the passive, and the causative stems. The basic meaning
of the frequentative is repeated or continuous action.

A4 RICT LCE U7 LavdAAOT Ao Despite our
efforts, famine keeps coming back.

A, AGRANT i LH £3PAPN PA 340 A7 HAhAn

The leaves keep waving even when the wind is low,
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Lesson 42 — Internal Stem Change

Sfuture

gerundive

imperative-jussive

imperfect
XA A Y

perfect
T4 P
L PS
R
54.%h,

to long for

need
mIceEd

AGGP GLF 184

¢ X
(A 2

I -1 sing.

GLPGT BCG

IR P AT
TEEP hieh

we —1pl

nrosd

4.4 wCh

you —2 mmsg,

CRE G4 Ph, 3Ch, NICEE

TSEE AN,

you -2 fisg.

®
%
s
-
N
2 8
- O
- ]
EE
£ 5
8 e
B OB
@
O
o~
4 g
&é
_,c-'(‘
®
® W
Q.U"
A &
5
VR
3=
-
e
t'TlI
: &
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A
nroed

GLE 124

LCEFP
1o P
LEGE
Lo F

LGP v
TCEP ha

LCRE ANro-

ST
5éFT
GLE

he -3 m.sg.

TLEF 8L
§LEF 18CT

she -3 fsg.

neeE
nTeF

they —3 m.pl.

GLPT 12477

LSEF AAP

G

they -3 fpl.

RGP ABGLP ALGLE ReGL'Dy
ALCGPS

ALSE P

hLGLFT

negatives

ALGqP




LESSON 43
i\ Verb

The verb (1A was originally (WA . Its basic meaning is “say,” but
it has many idiomatic uses. Some of its tenses are given below,
followed by a number of uses. In many of these uses, (A means
something like 0 act in a way determined by the context. It
resembles an English “helping verb” like “to do,” whose meaning
comes from the verb it accompanies. Note paragraphs 3, 4, and 6

below.
A perfect
& or Ak gerundive
L£AlA imperfect
1\ imperative

1. (M can be added before or after the imperative of another vetb,
as an exclamation. This use is similar to the use of “Well, then,” in

English.

A W& Well then, go.
T058 O Lets go (i.c. accompany me).

2. The gerundive form A , or less commonly (L& | is used
at the end of a direct quotation. The main verb follows, specifying
the kind of speech act that has just been related: speaking, asking,
commanding, and so forth.

e 78P ooloo-Cd: NHFL Ad AHR9®s i Jesus said

to his disciples “Follow me”— he commanded them.

This example could be transtated, Jesus commanded his disciples

>

to follow him, or, Jesus commanded his disciples, “Follow me.’
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3. It can express purpose.

h4m- 7 W02 hA: 5N &WT A FPs Shewent
into the shop to buy clothes.

4. It may be conjugated and used adverbially .
T A @R He came quickly.

5. It is used like English “say,” “oh,” to get attention.

O K012 Oh Sister. ..

6. In the form of the causative gerundive AfLf: , it means 4y,
across, near, through, about, approximately, etc.

ANEF AL oo e He came, passing through Keren.
N2+ AANT ALA haoX RN AP [l come to you about
three o clock.

7. Itis used alone as an exclamation, meaning o act on something.
What specific action is in mind varies according to context. Thus
it is used to encourage someone playing soccer, with the ball as a
feminine singular object suffix: (14  ick it/

8. (1A is commonly used with certain invariable forms that are
not conjugated. Prepositions if any come between (A and the
invariable. Prefixes and suffixes are attached to (M . In this usage,
WA s fully conjugated in its active and causative forms. It does
not use the passive.

HE N Stand up

ne A Sit down

P NA Be quier

Am- (1A Get lost

<+ N Slow down, Be careful
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7 A Listen carefully
o (A Be loud

La- 1A Stop

4ch A Spread out, Scatter
m% 9 (A Tasteit

9. An intensive force may be given to some verbs by putting all
radicals in the 6th form, and using flAA in a manner similar to the
manner just noted {paragraph 8).

QAR k.0 He looked around
G199 Al He bowed down

V4. av- He ran away
V& A He ran away as fast as he could
¢4l He came near, is near to finishing

PCAl AN He sneaked up
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LESSON 44

Direct Speech

Often in Tigrinya direct speech is used where English uses
indirect speech. Thus Jesus told his disciples to follow him, would
be said in Tigrinya: PN 3848 aofoo-C:1 A%(H%: (Ie9°=

The direct quotation is closed with the verb A . Following it,
another verb such as  6W84%  be shouted or AN e
answered will make the action more specific. In this case the
general act of saying is conveyed by flAA, and the content or
purpose of what is said is conveyed by the second verb. The two
verbs can occur together with no conjunction: A @60 Je
said he answered. The eftect in English is one of repetition. One
might compare the language of the Authorized Version,
“answered and said,” “called and said,” and so forth. Such phrases
occur because the Hebrew uses two verbs where only one is
necessary in English, but the translators imitated the Hebrew
syntax and included both verbs.

In written Tigrinya, the quotation can be marked off with
punctuation. Preceding is I and followingis * . The usual word
order is: first the subject; then the preposition 7 and the person
spoken to; next the words quoted, with the marks of punctuation;
finally the verb phrase. In the verb phrase, M comes first; next,
any modifiers to the second verbs; last, the second verb. In the
following example (John 3:3), the translation follows this word
order rather than what English requires.

POO PO BN AdA, AHF HEToAL L 1l
A°ATY NCAL HHRA ho° Hew: hd 1lchd AMlah
AT AL opANA:
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Jesus to Nicodemus: “If you are not born from above, that you
will not be able to see the kingdom of God, in all truth I am

telling you,” he said, he answered him.
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LESSON 45

Indirect Discourse

Verbs of saying, telling, reporting, commanding, and so on, that
are not followed by a direct quotation, are generally followed by a
subordinate clause specifying what was said. In English, the
relative pronoun of the subordinate clause is often omitted. The
following are grammatical examples in English:

1. Direct quotation. She says, “Cactuses won't grow in Italy.”

2. Indirect. She says that cactuses won't grow in lialy,

3. Indirect, omitting the relative pronoun “that”; Ske says cactuses
won't grow in ltaly.

The form of an English sentence may not correspond exactly to
the form of a Tigrinya sentence that expresses the same idea. The
following examples cover subordinate constructions with verbs of
saying, telling, knowing, thinking, and the like.

Statements in indirect discourse

A. In the present.

90 AH-A o h9°HA ATL4AM 1L 1R
LARE  Tom knows we bave enough salt, why is he asking
about more?

B. Action in the future. The adverbial infinitive (}1 + tmperfect )
is used. '

0 200 heNTHR AHHF®:  Thep Jesus commanded them not
to cry.

C. Relative clause construction for the thing said.

T AhA Ak RALO HNC Rt FAHLA T1é-
King Ahab 1old Jezebel all that Elijab had done.

109




D. Past tense. 019® H + simple perfect is used.

oo A N1% ThC avm- 50 ALk hoonmia.
bl YV Samuel told bis sister how he bad put salt
instead of sugar in the tea.

E. For the English construction “of” with a possessive and a :’
gerund, use the nounal infinitive.

gog° R he WBOA7WNTx T didn't hear of his coming.
Questions in indirect discourse

A. Indirect questions introduced by “if” or “whether,” and thus
admitting possibility or doubt, are expressed as follows.

1. For present or incomplete action, use 'H with the simple

imperfect A3 Tiey.
A0 0L WNL L AWt Ty MBS Ak him whether

he will accompany me tomorrow.

2. For past or complete action, use the gerundive and

ATy

TN, R ke WY MEEE Ak him if he came
yesterday.

B. Indirect questions introduced by an interrogative word are
expresssed as follows.

1. For present or incomplete action, use the interrogative,

09° U | and the simple imperfect.

&0n AL h9Hhdh T4AT AE Do you know where
they will take lunch tomorrow?
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Ml Paoge ROL WPPHETE hELAT Y [dont
know where Negisty found the spice.

2. For past or complete action, use the interrogative, RI°H ,
and the simple perfect.

ANE Q9" HACH TELAP AL Dy you know where they
worked?

AL hI°HTONLT ALLAPTI:  [don’t bnow where

she was born.
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LESSON 46
Defective and Irregular Verbs

Defective

The verbs A and Af® are called defective verbs because they
do not have forms in all tenses. The forms they lack are supplied
from other verbs.

At Jforms comments

simple imperfect Ahf
simple impf. negative hehe77 negative of ey
simple perfect i

gerundive L4 or 1£4
future Whm-7 future of Ty
imperative-jussive 7, £ imptv-juss. of e’

nounal infinitive 9“.5-" from oY
hiv
simple imperfect Alr
stmple impf. negative iy or PANG (unconjugated)
simple perfect Y.

gerundive  HL%or 184
future hva A¢ from UA®

imperative-jussive LU0 expressing uncertainty
nounal infinitive via- from UA@

Example for the imperative-jussive of A% :

OA°C AAt e NMMGAT Lh ARGT h'r ATICH

AHON OF FAMT 5 BAD ALY 0rr  nmind

be men; in evil, be infants; but in understanding do not be
children (1 Cor 14:20).
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Irregular

Three important irregular verbs are U1, chM, and NA . In their
conjugations, many forms can be explained as abbreviations of
forms from the conjugation of a more regular, triconsonantal verb.

1. UMt means give. It is derived from @Y , and in some forms
the @ appears.

2. ehll means hold. It is probably derived from *-t*chH . The

initial radical appears in some stems with an internal change.

3. (A means say. Itis derived from (WA , and in some forms the
U appears.

See the following chart for a synopsis of these verbs.

Repeated final radicals

In Type A verbs, that is, verbs without doubling of the second-to-
last radical, a consonant may be dropped from the spelling under
certain circumstances. This happens when a 6th form radical with
its vowel silent or final comes before another radical of the same
consonant. The Gth form radical is dropped, and the two
consonants are written as one. However, in pronunciation there
will still be some differentiation of such a consonant. This
contraction of spelling does not apply to Type B verbs, where the
middle radical is geminated (doubled).

type A type B, geminated
vttt ik Al command
Bevl:  they are asking LXAHN  they are
commanding
tdvt  be was asked TRUH  heis
commanded
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LESSON 47

5 Impersonal Verbs
8
E e g = & < £
£ N b < i T Impersonal verbs are used in the 3d person singular, of whatever
] & c g\ & & & . . e ” M < +
§ & tense, like English “it is necessary,” “it was necessary,” “it will be
= E: necessary.” Tigrinya has no neuter (“it”), and uses a masculine
singular instead. The person implicated in the action of the verb is
shown by object suffixes. A corresponding English construction
< = & would be a prepositional phrase: “It’s necessary for me.” The word
g < =§ e E .s = LMAYL  can be translated literally into Latin as mibi oportet, it’s
& 8 L i S % necessary for me; but in English it is usual to say “I must” or “I
have to.”
& . L0 A0, It pleased me. lic It says gladness to me.
A3 2 = 20 AhS It pleased us.
< g g = = o < pieased us
5 o al '.E o, £ é E Lanipy It seems to me.
'S I |
$ g g & = ? + LMAY, 1 must. lit It is firting for me.
R o
RE 8 € LRTiAYL 1t is enough for me.
% . & L.ohity, lam ﬁelz'ng‘better. or Its better for me.
2 -E: s é 2 E i X ] Lpdavy, 1ts convenient for me.
= Ew o 9 = .Bm?’mr't. 1t is useful for me.
2 Lg = S fé- :—-E g g These impersonal verbs are used in other tenses.
e & § = X F
E = + oo (7, 1t seemed to me.
- - = < (Y, 1 felt better.
R s E?- E < E 2 Ahny, 1t was enough for me.
3 & - + ~

Some other verbs are used either way, personal or impersonal, but
in these verbs the personal form seems to predominate. Examples:

bold, active
be held, pass.
say, active

Irregular
verbs
give, active

be given, pass

v
2
v
o
29
N
3
3
W
)
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Impersonal Personal LESSON 48

P ch, o0y, h"on I am sick. Stative Tenses
my°LL my°f I am hungry. A
A%Lh, 49°h, : I am thirsty. Like the English progressive tenses, stative tenses express a state of
&, omy, 2w T am tived. being. The Tigrinya verb is formed with the gerundive plus the
T C B 7 understand appropriate form of A&® or 1£4- .
understand. 1

£hhai, NHik& I can. .' b4 A AbeThkn I am sitting.

‘ o e A 1840 1 was sitting.

These other verbs, except the last, are gerundive in form, although :: he AA Q&dus [ worked while sitting,

they describe a present circumstance. To describe a circumstance

ME A BAS 240 Alen The child is sleeping now.

in the past, add the appropriate form of the verb 7£¢. .
B At BAG D& R WDt The child is sitting now.

Ph ooy 184 h“Lam 184 T was sick, At a0’ HIC TN % Ades The chair is (still) broken.
Pchao- P 184 ch?Lov- 7£4. He was sick. I‘ ' A2.0 Akl I'm satisfied; I'm full.
' 0.0 ANThu I'm satisfied.

When the action is in mind, rather than the resulting state of
Y being, the ordinary tenses are used.

f A ooChAl 9°0 T 3PATR Wt AA: When the boat

moves, I sit down.

AOch A AOA VLT & NN AP [lsiton top of

the hut tomorrow.
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LESSON 49

Conditionals

Conditional sentences can-indicate possibility, impossibility, or
improbability. The conditional clause comes before the principal
clause.

A possible conditional clause is introduced by either

(A) the simple imperfect and A7+ oY , or
(B) A7t and the simple perfect;
At and M and the simple imperfect; or
At and the gerundive.

A negative possible conditional is introduced by

HE and the simple imperfect and A7 ML ; or
ArHHEL and the simple perfect.

The principal clause will be in either the future or the imperative-
jussive tense.

An impossible or improbable conditional clause is introduced by
either
(A) the gerundive and A7 and H and the simple
imperfect of T=? ; or
(B) A%t and M and the simple imperfect; or
A’} and the simple perfect or the gerundive.

A negative impossible or improbable conditional is formed by

At and HE and the simple imperfect or simple perfect.

The principal clause is formed with 9® and the simple perfect, or
for the negative A% and #° and the simple perfect. To represent
the action as completed, the appropriate form of 7.£4 is added
to the simple perfect.
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In the examples, the sentences continue from the left column over
to the right, under the corresponding grammatical descriptions.

subordinate clauses
1. POSSIBLE CONDITIONS

1.(A) s—impf + Aoy

TEAP A TP
If you like,

future (colloquial)

rEme ArETe7h
If you will write,

NEGATIVE POSSIBLE CONDITIONS

HE +s—impf + A7F Y

HELCY A¥H T2
If be isn't afraid,

HE2awRh KTl
If he doesn’t come,

1.(B) A%t +s—pf

Al 440 RFHAIN
If the horse is found,

Tt 44N Wl
If you find that horse,

. & ol s—impf + ey

At Whes: hey
If he is going,

principal clauses

future

@-NAn
take it.

future

CAN ArHhAh A=
L'l buy you a pencil.

future or imptv—juss

ag LR e
let him go with us.

Ay NLL: Afs
T will go.

future or imptv—juss
hifm Af=
I will sell it.

04 ANAGT=
[Jeed him.

future or imptv—juss

T4 X
tell me.




subordinate clauses principal clauses

NEGATIVE POSSIBLE CONDITIONS (continued)

APt + gerundive ' future or imptv—juss
A7 0A0he- hthoe9® A0
Ifyou eat it, you will be sick.

APTHE + s—impf _ future or imptv—juss
AL avd NeL ML Afx
If he does not come, 1 will go alone.

2. IMPOSSIBLE OR IMPROBABLE CONDITIONS

2.A) grndv + At + R 7° + s—pf (+ ¥24)
+ s—impf of Ni=?

Ahaf oo k. X o3 o thlenh 1840

If my brother had come, T would have been glad.
2.(B) A%t + M+ s—impf 7° + s—pf

Art Wiee (AN Al 1

If be would go, T would find rest.
A1 + s—pf (or gerundive) 7° + s~pf

ArtAdhd. heg1AICh s

If be had written, T wouldn't be worried,

NEGATIVE IMPOSSIBLE OR IMPROBABLE CONDITION

APl + HE + s—impf or s—pf 7° + s—pf
%L At HEYCY T, 9oong s
If'it had not rained, he would've come yesterday.
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PART III

Common Expressions

These greetings and expressions can be used from the first days of
study. There are both polite and familiar forms of address for
speaking to both men and women. The familiar form of address
is usually reserved for children, students, and young people.
Unknown adults, adults older than oneself, and government
officials regardless of age are spoken to with the polite form of
address. When in doubt, the polite form is safe.

With few cxceptions, the same verb form is used for “you” polite
and “you” plural. The exceptions are found mainly in greetings
and demonstratives. The pronoun “you” in the masculine polite
singular is commonly used also for the masculine plural,
although a specific plural form exists. The same is true for the
pronoun “you “of the feminine polite singular and the
feminine plural. The third person plural is often used as a polite
form for the third person singular, e.g. #0g°YC avR Ag® T,
teacher has come. .

When speaking to or about groups of people that include both

women and men, the masculine form is usual.

The following pages include greetings and other expressions
which must be conjugated for person and number. Some
examples are given to show what this typically involves, and
others are left to the reader.

The abbreviations used are: s. singular, p. plural, pol. polite,

m. masculine, f. feminine, c. common. The particle & signifies a
question. The traditional question mark consisting of three dots
( ) is written here, but the familiar mark ( ?) is displacing it.
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A. Greetings
1. dAe

2. A& HACh

LAH72 HA.CHE

LhTh ARCHhI™
LA HRCHY

PIE MBI

L2 HELTRT

3. LAHIA o%Ahi
L2 oA
LA o Shh9ei
LhTA @A

4. RAIA AN
LAF8 RI°0NE
Lh32 RN T8
LhFL AP TF

5. LAhr @98
LhT @94,
LAKT o0
L4 @94

6. LT AP0,
L7 AI°NE,

L7 AR
LT R0
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Hello; good-bye ( lit. peace)

Good morning (lit. Did you
pass the night safely? m.s.
{addressing one man )

Good morning {.s. (addressing
one woman )

m.pol. and m.p.

f.pol. and f.p.

m.polite, not commonly
used

f.polite, not commonly used

Good afternoon m.s.

fs.

m.p. and m.pol.
f.p. and f.pol.
Good evening m.s.
fs.

m.p. and m.pol.
f.p. and f.pol.

Good-bye (in the morning);
Have a nice day

fs.
m.p. and m.pol.
f.p. and f.pol.

Good-bye (in the afternoon)

Have a nice evening

£s.
m.p. and m.pol.
f.p. and f.pol.

10.

11.

12.

13,

LT L
LT hbé
LAY hls%
L7 hle-

LAIA Rir'Thi
oo hirhi

Lh2 PL T

Loolyryse LKA A Hhg°:

AMANLC Loy

a\\ T}

abbrev. of Koo{¥T}
a1y

abbrev. of Bem(1§

0L LH3L himi

Lavi(yry: LY hlda,s
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Good night m.s.

£s.
m.p. and m.pol.
f.p. and f.pol.

Are you well? m.s.
How are you? m.s.

(h& s conjugated)

How are you? ( lit. How have
you spent the week? This is
used after a short time of
not having seen someone.)

I am fine. How are
you? (lit. May he (God) be
thanked; are you well? )

Let God be thanked (this reply
is given in response to every
greeting that asks about
one’s well-being, before the
same greeting is repeated)

Thank him (God)
Thanks to him (God)
Is your family well?

Are your parents well?

Thank you, they are well.




B. Courteous Expressions

14. PFIPAL

15.  THi0h

16. XO-P

17. Am

18. heé-L

19. hB4AL7

20. BhhA

21. ALt

22. MM

23, BPLt
L34 NAAL
£ NALL
£FL NA-AL

24, hLFhHAL

C. Expressions used in Visiting

25. av} Qe O9°hi

Thank you ( lit, May God give
to you for me )

You're welcome ( lit, It is your
possession. )

Good, fine

Yes

All right, OK

No (m.s.; conjugated)
It is enough

Yes, sir (when called )
Please (conjugated }
1'm sorry; pardon me
pardon me m.s.
pardon me fs.
pardon me m.p.
Excuse me; forgive me

(conjugated; lit, Don't hold
it against me.)

What is your name?

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.
31.
32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.
38.
39.
40,

41.

Neof, &N Ren
n2L EAO AAa T
Al EAG hiyn
AWl BAG Ratiyn
nit BA0 Admtn
EAO- PNALFx
LN AL hhat
£PL Al M Ada,x

L24¢L <N L+
+9°uC-T hegger

WLL KMl ™M Aleu

NLL oot L4
1228 oot 1844

@4 W1LL Gavt ki
AN NILL Govi R0

WiLL Gemt Chi
ARAFI°L L3N A9
AD LbL APgou
LPL hLherFn

Al mLEL Alu
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My name is John,

How many children do you
have?

1 have one child ( boy) .
1 have one child ( girl ).

I have two children.

I don’t have any children.
Where are your children?
My children are at home.

My children went to school.

My son is at home.

' How old is he?

How old is she?

How old is he? (polite)
How old is she? (polite)

How old are you?

Are these your children?

 Yes, they are my children.

They are not my children.

That boy is my son.



42.

43,

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.
51.
52.
53.

54.

Ath: AN TAULTS AF:
N7LL APt hdahi
ok LA Al

hNovd. HF7Lrhi

™ TiA AL AR
A4 FTA M AL KR

At e (A

A1TT: h& (1A,
Ata: he A
A1TP: het N4

MLt L TONG A0

Aw: MLT RAd AP
140

AL

A1A\0-

(1N

ANAD hirT-

A0

ALL A0k AH
hAm: 47 RO A=

Ay L LA A
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That girl is our neighbor’s
daughter.

How many brothers do you
bave?

Have you lived in Asmara all
your life?

Where does Tekle live?
Come in; sit down. m.s.
fs.

m.pl. or m.pol.

f.pl. or f.pol.

Do you eat taita (a kind of
bread)?

Yes, I eat taita.

Ear. m.s. (used at table)
f.s.

m.pl. or m.pol.

f.pl. or f.pol.

1 am eating.

I'm satisfied. (food only)
Do you drink tea?

Yes, I drink tea.

Has the water boiled?

55.
56.

57.

58.

59.
60.

6l.

62.

63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.

69.

AL AR A
a1, Myedhbhhyen

POG°

09 LYNhgosn

oy’ A +EPLAL:

AN, 19°1 5L Lmdoei
a’y) et Lmd9en
hem hoe n-MC
ACAPY:

MG PLN AR '
TN RS

M PLY A AR

ME Ch'p hfs

g aFLw L el

hAk 9°9A+ NooXh AP

SCO’2 S MT
htoofd Lpdovhi
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Boil the tea.
We will make tea for you.

Very good! Delicious!
{should always be said)

Thank you ( the reply to
TO9°; lit. May be (God)
give you good things.

May I taste it?

What is this useful for?

The magogo is used for
baking.

Show me how to do it.

Our house is nearby.

We are neighbors.

Is your house near?

My house is far.

May I go?

Il come another time.

Would Friday be convenient

f&ryou to come to our bame?




70. &2 hooZh RETOFY Al [t is not convenient . 83,  PUCT hoo'IC REA, AT [ want to learn
for me to come today. | Tigrinya.

71. &0 Naofh LPdooy RE:  [ris convenient for me 84. ATIUN AMAAN AP 1 speak English.

to come tomorrow ;

' 4 85.  RFINU Nav¥C KLENY Rer [ don’t want to learn
Z0h NNLL LPdovy A@n  [ris convenient for me English.

to go tormorrow

86. AL TANA AT LM What are you saying?

72. A SN0 ME hovan A= I will return to my ' Repeat it.
. house now. 1
87. PO Od= Do it slowly.
73. T4 ¢ 1A ™ hehi Did you go to any house
yesterday? B 88. PN AAh HdAl: Speak slowly.
74, 90 oo} heohy Whom did you go with? ] 89. AH, ATFL LNYA: What is this called?
75.  9°M 9Che hLlx I went with my friend. }‘= 90. Ahd £i Is it correct?
76. &Mk M RrF L 2CNE Whar did you do in the house? , 91. AMLAN L FTiAAG Can you read?
77.  OE A TAAT e We became acquainted with .-If 92.  RAHLO RLHERAT AP I cannot read
those peaple. ."'
- 93.  ATMH W00 AORA AP= [ can read English.
78. Té&ARD AL Do you understand? r. |
94. NHINAR’ &: Shall I read to you?
79. LA I understand. (not '
conjugated) : ) 95. 4% Lhé hE 1 forgor it, but after this [
AQta-%a I understand. : | 5 hihe Ae= will remember it.
80. ALTLLATT I don’t understand. ] 96. aoh{) g} hhi When did you come?

We don’t understand.

b 97.  ¢L£7 OGant Nov3 @RI [ came three weeks ago.
8l.  UICT’ & ML AW Do you speak Tigrinya? _

98. DL Wbt OCh ooFhs 1 came two months ago.
82.  TICEF Alkih REMEAY AP [ don’t speak much

Tigrinya. J
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9.

100.

101.
102,
103.

104.

105,
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.

111,

112.
113.
114.

115.

32T LA’ L Aded

QM APGL YI1C avR Ahi

1 hoieh aog hu
Nché aof b

Nr4-&1+ ood b

AMANAOT QoG RLG =

+amCLH i

Ao: TanCHr:
AL o T
KL K é-ahi
auPPYC AP x

AALT hoo-"Pk AP

A AT ANLC
nrc aog k.

AL Pat Aes
74,

% e

[t A (e
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Do you like our

country?

What country did you
come from?

I came from America.
I came by sea.
I came by plane.

It took three weeks for us to
come,

Are you married?
Yes, [ am married.

I am not married.
What is your work?
I'm a teacher.

I'm a nurse.

I came to tell God’s word,

My father is dead.
Yesterday.
This morning.

This evening.

116.

117.

118.

119.

120,

121.

122.

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

129,

130.

131.

+mI+P

PAPE

NG Lo ANAx
AN

ALt hp

4P

&P

N1

TIEN Al
ML Ae
AN

AFm
hetLhm?
Tahavd L )5
hahmi’ &

N5H hom

hl Arvand. aopn

hthee xh
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Be careful.
Hurry up.
Stop the car.
Leave it! Stop!

Don’t take hold of it! Don'’t

touch.
Let it go. (an animal or
moving object) m.s.
Let it go. fs.
Listen!
I'm in a hurry.
It’s diffevent. It's not the same.
Put it back.
Put it down.
It is not known.
Carry this for me, please.
May I help you?

Please help me.

When will you leave from

Asmara?




132,

133.

134.

135.
136.
137.
138.

139.

140.

141.
142.
143.

144.

145.

146.

£hé G5 oCh,
hnee Ars

T0L FHRLL At

n728 oCh WTAThH A

TIAAY,
N e PO

ATILT hEDhYT

A, MG TP A

é-h’ 2 i

mye¢

my*er

myee-ge
m7LH A
ATLAN A
R A%Lh=

A7%9°h 8
AH7L9°h, &0

hLao

+r40 hHLE
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T will leave in six montbs.

Where are you going?

will you stay?
Give me a ride.
There is no room,
It isn’t our custom.

To do this is bad.

Are you busy? ( lic. Is your
work keeping you?)

1 am bungry.

She is hungry. f.pol.

They are hungry. m.p. or
m.pol.

Are you bungry?

Are you thirsty?

I am thirsty. He is thirsty.

Are you sick? m.s.
Are you sick? fus.

I am sick.

I bave a cold.

How many months

147.
148.
149.

150.

151.
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.

157.
158.

159.
160.

161.

162.

Ly,
TANRP
APH A

L£'g°h £
£2hoeh SN

Lhoo
L P4

&% 14.C hben
7L P4 A

v

AE

hf

b %l ard

ANP7
Lav(ifyx
“héL Rk

A L A
Ach Tavpfin

LAC M
LA MCP:

LhC Laifi:

h¥hf M

I am berter.
He is a little sick.
Are you better?

Are you tired? m.s.
Are you tired? fs.

Lam tired.

I am cold.

It is hot today.

It is cold today.

I'm glad

He refused.

She refused.

They refused. m.p.
They refused. Lp.
It seems to me.

He said “OK.”

Go now, and return tomorrow.
{addressed to m.s.)

Do it later. m.s.
Do it later. fs.

Later is better for me.

Sometimes.




163.
164.
165.

166.

167.
168.

169.

170.

171.

172.

173.

174.

175.

176.

4 46
hf 1L hivr:
I PNALT:

404 AMICs
T4 Ay

NCKE i
0’4 A1 Ad-Am:

haaah’&:
nhAhah’ &

9 288 A LAP:

A, o-fim, aoh1.°:
nree N&¢ hhai

hévt G£¢- hhas

oo, A0 AN 0788
a9k P

90 K16 NILL
0%t FheLL:

an%iy D HNZ AT A
0201 W& hhge AP
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Always.
There is only one.
I don't have time.

I'm hopeful., I hope so.

May [ see it?

Introduce me to that person.

May I take your picture? m.s.

May I take your picture? f.s.

1 want to send it to my
country.

How many families live

together in this compound?

There are two families.

How many days does it take
to go to Addis Ababa?

How many hours does it take
to go to your village by foot?

When will you visit us?

Sunday [ will visit you.

C. Household Expressions
177. @-0-£ “1L RPRAs
178. Hdvé 7L AFFh=

179. 't €A% 0 TNk
AR =

180. 770 AMhT Aw-OLt

181. 71 eh&7 MAAP=
182. A%S’A 1A}
183. 47 ¢L£CA=

184. hSo- 71 &A=
hSo- 3t APt

185. h&8@ it AOACCr
nNSo 7tk W3 Céxn
Mot A3 Céh:
ook A3 Cex

186. “72 AhtIxn

187. &k 7182 Am-Ca29% Nl Af%:

188. £7%0 hNNA.=
189. 0LF hSAam,=n

190. Ncha"71; AR =

Bring hot water.
Bring cold water.

Bring the lad when he wakes
up. (addressed to f.s.)

When she wakes up, call me.
Wash the baby.
Can she walk?
Change the [child’s] clothes.

Wash the clothes.
Let the clothes air dry.

Iron the clothes, m.s.
5.
m.p.

f.p.

Puz the water on the fire. (the
verb is only for liquids)

Take the water off
the fire.

Cook the potatoes. ( f.s.)
Set the table. (m.s.)

Wash the dishes. ( £.s.)




191.
192.
193.
194.
195.
196.
197.
198.
199.
200.
201.

202.

203.
204.
205.

206.

207.

™ ARCH:

g2 L+ b Ce

g2l Lt oAad.x

1 ooGAL 6

@MAGY or AMCYE-=

ATl LP or hE Al

APGAP:

1L dAmf-=

798 hé.A¢x
AL tiddri

NOA™ 2 Nmhif-n

NSo 7L NS A% T0Fe:

1L ANALT 97
HYL AMAPooG
47 AhrtfooGu

AL ST Al
 FAU L - H

e eénoopLr
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Clean the house. (m.s.)
Sweep the floor. (m.s.)
Wash the floor. (fs.)
Dust the chairs. (m.s.)

Turn on [the light]. (m.s.)
Light the fire. ( £s.)

Turn off [light or fire]. (m.s.)
Turn off the water. (m.s.)
Turn on the water. (f.s.)
How is it made?

Have you made it yourself?

My clothes are sewn
by machine.

What did they give you to eat?
They gave us zigeni.
They gave us tea.

What kind of sauce did they
prepare for you?

They prepared shiro for me.

.

E. At the Market

208. RN ANE AR NHOPPi

209. Ak A3 L 0Lt Aha, ARi

210. Al héget: WL alh, hivi

211.

hCLF TAAL:

212. &0 Whsah AP«

F. In the School

213. O 04 or 19° A=

214.

215.

216.

217.

218.

219.

220.

221,

Lan- Iz

Al AAG RhEs
A4S oha-b\x
APepPas
CANG’ A hACA:

Ao’ c A4l L1
T9UCtT Lol

A%+ onCtwm. L%
CAWO% TUCTE AleS s

av L4
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Where is grain sold?

What kind of grain
is that?

How many months is
the rainy season?

Buy matches for me.

I will pay you tomorrow.

Be quiet.

Stand up.

Write on the chalkboard.
Clean the chalkboard.
Ring it [the bell].

May I sharpen my pencil?

The students learn in
the school.

At eleven-fifteen we
have class.

Who taught you?




222. At MLVEoT FLELe

223, ANL +77LCchi

224. Al AP L hEA,

+9oUC AT

225. AN9L hea 20 oShht

a9y NTiwm7 Af=

226. FAA=

227. Yo, PPN, AKX Ix

228. APG L @otoo-C WHHISCH

G. At Clinic

229. K138 Chovhi
230. evhn ElLshi

231, ANL ¢PHohi
232. LA A Aichi

233. PR hW &

234, PPCANY A
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Ato Gebre-Hiwet
raught me.

Where did you go to school?

What grade are you in?
When I finish ninth
grade, I'll become
a teacher.

Let us pray.

Memorize (m.s.) this verse.

Which song shall

we sing?

What'’s wrong with you?
When did it begin?
Where do you have pain?
Do you bave a fever?

Do you have diarrhea?

Do yot have vomiting?

H. Greetings for Special Occasions

235, Ceed 19 40T L90CAR:

236. Cehed 1980 ALT L9NAR:

237. Ceelt ho-L Yoot LNCAR:

238. Aehll$-n

239. AMANYLC LI°hChsa

240. 9°ahdét ParCLAR:
241. A"MLANYLC eR730h
or AMANLC PAC-TOh

or ATHAMLC 391
LYy

242. ALtmov-s
or h19° ARLIChi)=

243. oo, 8T LaNLh:

244. NLhT Afu

245. AT%d NLh? anixh:
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Happy Easter!
(conjugated)

Merry Christmas!
(conjugated)

Happy New Year!
(conjugated)

The same to you. lic Be united
in this wish. (Reply to nos.
235, 236, and 237)

Get well soon. lit May God

have mercy on you.

Ger well soon. lit May mercy
descend on you.

May God strengthen you (to

someone in mourning; sg.).
(the same, pl.)

(Reply to no. 241. lic May
you not find evil)

Have a good trip. (m.s.)
(can be conjugared)

Bon voyage.

Welcome. lit Wonderful thar
you have arrived safely.



246. RId0 NLNT AT Glad 1o see you. (Reply to no.
245. lit Wonderful that you

have stayed well.)
247. RMANLC POP-n May God make him grow (to ]
) parents of a newborn or at |
baptism).
248. ALl Amen. This is used to reply to

all expressions of good will.
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