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FRRSHES

Two years ago | heard a speaker in San Jose, California
preaching how we Ethiopians are accursed and in dire
need of repentance because we cursed Abraham by
persecuting his seed, the Falashas, the so called
Ethiopian Jews.

As | heard him a couple of questions arose in me. The
first is that while the preacher himself is typical
Ethiopian, how is that he pointing at the audience and
talking to us in the second person plural. Later, | learned
that the preacher is one of the Falasha who call
themselves Beta Israel (House of Israel). Tied in with
this is the question: Who really are the Falashas? What is
the understanding of the average Christian concerning
this people group? The other question | pondered as the
preacher was hammering us was how born again
Christians would be victims of national social injustices
of generations past and targets of the curse of those
cursing Abraham. Another related question is what the
understanding of the average Christian is concerning a
curse.

I did not understand why the preacher was called both a
pastor and a rabbi. He seemed to unsteadily wobble
between his Christian faith and a *Jewish’ allegiance he
claims to have. The mix made the sermon quite
syncretistic as he poured the imprecation on the
believers in the congregation. The teaching of the New
Testament that there is no condemnation on those who
are in Christ Jesus was tampered with a less than
genuine approach. He accused the hearers categorically

as persecutors of innocent Jews.

Equally responsible are the congregants in submitting to
the allegation. Ironically, the gullibility of Christians
these days is incredible. Almost all humbled and
prostrated themselves seeking God’s forgiveness. A
humble spirit and a broken heart are godly qualities.
However, a spirit humbled by the Holy Spirit and a heart
broken by human hands are totally different things.

This short article aims at discussing the two questions of
what a curse is and who the Falasha are.

Curse?

In the early 1990s, following the downfall of the Derg
regime and the religious freedom, a group composed of
Jews and Christians toured churches in Addis Ababa for
a month. The tour was a call of repentance to Ethiopians
on account of cursing Abraham by persecuting the
Falasha. Prayer and fasting sessions were also were held.
According to Gen. 12:3, accursed are those that curse
Abraham. The leaders of the group underscored the
Falashim are the seed of Abraham and oppressing them
is tantamount to cursing Abraham. They were not ready
to admit, however, that they could be accused of
persecuting others be them Ishmaelites, Edomites,
Arabs, or Palestinians.

There are many aberrant teachings within the church
concerning curses. They range from fear of evil
invocations aimed at individuals to covering a whole
nation and/or generation under a blanket of generational
bondage. Years ago | heard a pastor saying that we the
children of Cush were accursed. | later realized that there
are not a few who share this reprehensible sentiment and
bow their shoulders to bear the ignoble psychological
burden. When countless Africans were sold into slavery
some preachers, steeped in racist, supremacist, and
avaricious mindset tried to prove from biblical sources
that the black race was, infact, a race cursed by Noah.
Had they checked the Scriptures thoroughly, they could
have easily recognized that it wasn’t Cush that was
cursed and that color of the skin has nothing to do with
slavery or curse. The Mormon religion explicitly teaches
that blackness and curse are related: 2Nephi 5:21; Alma
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3:6-9; Mormon 5:15; Pearl of Great Price / Moses 7:8-
22. Color of skin is not the subject here; but the sub-
topic of curse led me think along that line.

The emergent teaching of generational curse is no longer
a new teaching and is heard from even some of our
respected preachers. This ‘generational curse’ could be
personal, familial, or even ethnical and social. A curse,
as a general term, is an appeal to some supernatural
power to inflict evil or severe punishment on someone or
some group. It is also a punishment for sins committed.
As such, it could come to pass as a form of penalty on
the criminal. The imminent questions are: how could we,
as born again believers, be recipients of a curse on
account of the Falashas for unclassified cruelty
committed by past kings and rulers? Who is the one
cursing? Who is absorbing the curse? Why?

Isn’t a Christian a new creation whe he or she is born
again? Aren’t we in Him covered and protected from the
evil one? If as believers in Christ, we do not understand
our new creation, new identity and our previliged new
position, our Christian growth would be stunted. If we
do not realize that we are, indeed, free from all
condemnation, we would continue to be spiritually
fettered and psychologically imprisoned. Living in the
bondage of the fear of curses is devaluating the work of
Christ on the cross.

I have shared this issue of curse in detail in a previous
article (Ezra #12). It is not redundant to stress the fact
that when we became Christians through a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ, we are set free forever.
We are gratefully and gloriously free. If we do not tap
into this divine right, we continue to live in fear and
under harassment. In our (Ethiopian) culture a curse is
an invocation, ritual conjuration, calling up on a spirit or
the devil, sorcerers, diviners, or even making a vow to
the tabotat (the arks of the Orthodox churches) to bring
an infliction on another person. It is a satanic
incantation. As a result and due to the works of the evil
one many instances of adversities ranging from financial
losses to physical attacks to marital break up happen to
the ones involved. But as Christians, we are not only
involved in such wrongdoings; we are eternally covered
in the blood of the lamb never to be victims of the the
attacks of Satan. Not actualizing this would lead us to

live as miserable Christians.

Yes, in Adam all are cursed; but in Christ His grace has
made us righteous (Rom. 5:15-21). Thus, all who are not
in Christ are under the curse. In the New Testament
terms curse is tied with the law of the Old Covenant and
those who do not keep it. Gal. 3:13 clearly states that we
are redeemed from it through Christ: Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that
hangeth on a tree.

When we become Christians through a personal
relationship with Christ, we confess past evil deeds and
amend for wrongdoings accordingly. Where individuals
or peoples are wronged, apologies are due. Whether the
damages are financial, physical, emotional, spiritual, or
otherwise appropriate measures are to be taken with no
cover-ups. If past sins and demeanours demand penalty
and requital, be it so. The late Charles Colson of Prison
Fellowship Ministries, after being born again following
the Water Gate Scandal, he had to confess transgressions
he wasn’t accused yet. He did the confession just
because he was born again and responding to the Spirit
of God at the prompt of Christian friends. He was further
penalized for those.

Being a Christian is becoming God’s child and being
received as God’s beloved through receiving the Christ,
the One who took all our penalties. It is not a hiding
place from punishments of past evil deeds; but coming to
the One who has dealt with all our past transgressions
and present and future sins. While confession is an
important awareness of who we were in the past, it is
more important to know that Satan has no authority on
us after that crucial step of personal relationship. Our
confessions are ours.

Once when | was speaking about this issue a certain
Christian argued my citing Dan. 9 and saying that as
Daniel confessed his peoples sins, we can also confess
the sins of our people. It is important to notice a couple
of differences. Daniel noticed an arrival of a time of the
visitation of his people as prophesied by Jeremiah. That
was a time of personal as well as national renewal.
Daniel was also in a position to pray for his people. He
was among the royal family for he was of the king's seed,
and of the princes (Dan. 1:3). When there were no kings
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or priests to represent at such a significant juncture in
their history, Daniel took an honourable action. For
Ethiopian Christians to confess the atrocities of Emperor
Zera Yagob of Emperor Yishaq is something
unwarranted. We shouldn’t also be psychologically
imprisoned for being accursed or being the remunerators
of those kings inhumane actions done to the Falashas.
Let me go, now, back to the Falashas origins.

Who came? The people or the
religion? And When?

It is true that there was a people group (or rather a
religious group) called Falashas have lived in Ethiopia.
Who are they? When did they come? And how? The
answers to these questions are obscured by traditions.
Historians focusing of objective evidences stress on
when and how the faith came to Ethiopia rather than
when and how the people came. My focus is this same
enquiry.

Eventhough their answers are foggy with thick
traditions, those who assert the advent of the people
rather than the faith have these as main sources.

1. During their sojourn in Egypt and at the dawn of the
exodus a number of the Jews came to settle in the upper
Nile to the south of Egypt and at later years they trickled
into the highlands of Ethiopia.

2. During the three main Jewish diaspora (Assyrian,
Babylonian, and Roman) those who were expelled came
and settled in Ethiopia as they did all over the world.

3. Due to various interactions, political and social
impetus, and especially commercial deals many crossed
the Red Sea and settled in the highlands of Ethiopia.

4. The chronicles if the Kibre Negest. This is by far the
most quoted popular source.

Kibre Negest

The biblical story of King Solomon and queen of Sheba
has an Ethiopian extension found nowhere else. The
story of this national saga is that queen of Sheba visited

King Solomon and returned to her country not only
accepting the Judaic faith, but also impregnated by the
king. Afterwards, their son Menelik I, when he came of
age, went to visit his father in Jerusalem. When he
returned he not only was accompanied by 12 thousand
Jewish firstborns and led by Michael the archangel, he
also plundered the Temple and secretly carried the Ark
of the Covenant off to his land. Thus Ethiopia embraced
the Jewish faith early in the dawn of its history.
Considered closely however, the source of this addition
has a telltale as to when the times of its origins and what
the intentions of its creation are.

This document Kibre Negest (variably spelled as Kebra
Nagast) is the main traditional source for the information
on the presence of the Falashas in Ethiopia. When the
backgrounds of the documents are studied closely, it is
clear that it was written/translated to veer the dynasty
from the ruling Zagwe to the so-called Solomonid in the
late 13" century. The fact that it was written/found in
Egypt and translated Arabic into Ge’ez while the
chronicles are purely Ethiopian, places the entire work
under scrutiny. The same logic applies to the Te’amire
Maryam which, allegedly originated in Egypt, and to a
very great extent, discusses Mary’s and Jesus’ miracles
in Ethiopia.

Even if we take what the Kebre Negest states as fact, we
would have to face flagrant conflicts:

The first is that as Queen of Sheba and her son Menelik
became followers of the Jewish faith, this faith must
have been found and expressed in all echelons and
niches of the country. Judaism is also expected to be the
national religion. Since 12 thousand plus came into the
nation, this could obviously alter the demographics, the
culture, and script of the country. The truth, however, is
the opposite. Until the later introduction of Christianity
in the 4™ century the deities of the people were the
heavens, the earth, the sea and the serpent. The God of
Israel was never known. Such was true even during the
renowned Axumite civilization. Archeological artefacts
such as coins and stelae attest the same. No
archeological evidence found ever pointed to Hebraic
language and religion as seen in the Bible. If the kings
were Solomonic and from the ‘tribe of Judah’ there
should have been rich and amplified Jewish presence in
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the history of the land. However, when there is no
Solomonic evidence for the over two thousand years
between 900 BC and 1270 AD, that is a conflict.

The second conflict concerns a biblical one. It is conflict
between the Kibre Negest and biblical accounts. One
chronological sub point here is that according to 1Kings
6:37-38 the Temple was started and completed between
Solomon’s 4™ and 11™ regnal years. According to
1Kings 7 and 2Chronicles 8 his own palace and the
palace he he had built for Oharaoh’s daughter were
completed in 13 more years. Now, the queen of Sheba
went to visit Solomon some time after all these
construction projects were completed which supposes
that Solomon was reigning already for about 20 years.
The queen of Sheba had seen and marvelled both the
palace and the Temple. 1Chr. 9 is where the story is
recorded and the story of the constructions precedes this.

If we take the fact that she went to visit Solomon on his
20" year of reign and returned (after six months stay)
bearing Solomon’s son and gave birth to Menelik on the
21* year of the reign, by the time Menelik visited his
father, the king would have been on the throme for more
than 43 years. According to Kibre Negest Menelik was
still perfecting his hunting and horse racing skills at 22
(KN 32:10). The glaring conflict is that Solomon reigned
only forty years. Further, if Menelik had stayed there 3
more years and bade farewell to the monarch, Solomon
was still on the throne 46 years and counting!

Kibre Negest also narrates (in 37:6) that Menelik was
Solomon’s firstborn that was born in the 7 year of his
reign. This brings the queen’s visit right in the middle of
the Temple construction and could not have visited the
house he constructed. This also cannot be true. 1Kings
11:42 tells us that Solomon reigned over all Israel for
forty years. 1Kings 14:21 also makes it clear that
Rehoboam, Solomon’s son was forty and one years
when he began to reign following Solomon’s death.
Obviously, he was born even before Solomon was on the
throne. The writers of Kibre Negest trying to make an
appealing story, made a blunder here.

A third (and never the last) conflict is that after a mere
four decades, during the reign of Asa an Ethiopian king
by the name of Zerah went out to conquer Judah. He did
not succeed. The point is not that he was unsuccessful; it

is how, in just 40 years, the two nations had become
belligerents. If Menelik was alive, he would have been
about 60 years old. If not, this Zerah, unless he is a
foreigner Kushite, must have been his descendant or a
son. This, in effect, ended the honeymoon period of the
newlywed nations. In fact, Zerah’s invasion is an
indicator that Kibre Negest is purely a later creation for a
specific purpose pertinent to the period of its
composition. That purpose was the usurpation of the
throne and legitimization of the so-called Solomonid
dynasty. If we actually take the account of Kebre Negest
at face value, these people cannot be Falasha with
relegated ranks. According to the book, they were of the
ruling and priestly party. Even the emperors proudly
wave the title: ‘of the line of the tribe of Judah.” It is,
therefore, prudent to ask as to when the Jewish faith,
rather than the Falasha people, came to Ethiopia.

When did Judaism come?

While the fact that the Judaic faith, and not the people, is
resident in the nation is evident from its history, it is not
easy to pinpoint the era the Jewish faith came to
Ethiopia. One or more of the Jewish dispersions could be
plausible candidates. Apparently, as in any peaceful
religious expansion through the ages, there is
proselytization on the Jews’ part even though Judaism is
not mainly a missionary religion. There are biblical
historical instances where large groups of individual
souls came to accept or be accepted in the Jewish faith.
Ruth the Moabitess is an example of an individual who
threw her lot with the people and God of Naomi.

A typical case of mass conversion could be Esther 8:17.
After the table was turned over against the enemies of
the Jews following Haman’s execution and Mordecai’s
promotion, many of the people of the land became Jews;
for the fear of the Jews fell upon them. It is written that
the kingdom of Ahasuerus extended as far west as
Ethiopia. It shouldn’t be a surprise if a number of
Ethiopiansat that juncture ‘became Jews’ for fear of the
new edict.

It is also possible the faith reached from the Middle East
to the highlands of Ethiopia. At some points the
Ethiopian kings ruled both sides of the Red Sea. When
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there is free movement of peoples across the sea,
religious interactions also flourish.

Another not farfetched possibility is that the faith could
have been an off-shoot of the Ethiopian Christianity. The
traditional Ethiopian Orthodox Christianity is, in an
eccentric way, very akin to the Judaic practices. Some
take this as a sign and a result of Jewish presence in the
country. Conversely, the strong influence of Old
Testament rituals and Jewish customs ranging from
foods to clothing, Sabbath to the Ark of the Covenant,
could easily splinter a group into a Hebraic allegiance.
As the EOC seems an extension of the OT Temple
worship, the Falasha faith could as well be an extension
of the EOC including its liturgical language of Geez.

In the annals of Ethiopian history, virtually nothing is
mentioned about the Falashas both before and after the
introduction of Christianity until the composition of the
Kibre Negest in the the late 13" century. Even then, the
people were not mentioned as an ethnic group. Not one
of the ample archeological evidences of the Axumite era
gathered in the northern parts of Ethiopia point to a
Jewish heritage.

A 9" century traveller by the name Eldad Ha Dani
(Eldad the Danite or of the tribe of Dan) had recorded in
his travel journals that he came across people of Jewish
descent along the Nile river. Because he also mentioned
that these fought against Ethiopian kings, some take
these as the Falasha of Ethiopia. He said these are people
of the tribe of Dan. If we take his accounts as true, then
these were, definitely, not the Falashas for they were
particularly from one tribe. Scholars, including Jewish
scholars, conclude that Eldad hypothesized when wrote
about the Jews along the Nile.® This might have, in a
way, contributed the later romancing of the story of
Prester John (a valiant priest king of Africa or India). In
light of imminent operations of the crusaders to free the
Holy Land from the grips of Muslims, the notion of an
ally in a form of a priest king or an accidentally found
Jewish people is a very appealing one.

6 Jewish Quarterly Review, Vol. 17. 1926-27

Falasha or Falasi? (immigrant or
locally displaced)?

After the 13" century there are mentions of the Falasha
in the chronicles of the Ethiopian kings. Historians agree
that the Zagwe dynasty preceding the so-called
Solomonid is of Agaw origin and not Falashid or Jewish.
Linguists agree that the name itself, Zagwe, Ze Agewe
(of or belonging to Agaw) refers to its origin. The
barbaric invasions against church enclaves are part of the
summary invasions and not Jewish attacks on the
Christian church. There was no trace of Jewish religious,
cultural, academic, or literary revival that followed the
conquest. In fact, the Zagwe dynasty, noted for the
constructions of the famous rock-hewn churches of
Lasta, has nothing to do with Judaism. By this time
Ethiopia had lost not only all the territories beyond the
Red Sea, it had also lost its naval power and ports with
related income to the hands of Islamic expansionism. For
the same reasons pilgrimage to Jerusalem was rendered
impossible and the Roha churches were made for an
alternative option.

Following the dynastic handover in the 13" century, the
kings had tried to consolidate political power through
religious means, too. The church not only remained an
ally to the new royal line, it secured a third of the
nation’s income and tax free status. Series of skirmishes
were followed by invasions of expansion and coercive
conversions. Those who do not embrace the religion of
the state and stay heathen were denied the right to own
land. Over a century later emperor Yisehaq (reigned
1413-30) proclaimed a strategic edict that whoever
comes under his rule ‘should convert to the Christian
faith and be baptized to claim the land of his father.
Otherwise let him be a Falasi.”’ Falasi is one who is
dispossessed and displaced. It seems the term Falasha,
not as an immigrant but as one displaced because of not
embracing the state religion, was commonly used
afterwards.

7 Tadesse Tamrat pp. 200-201
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What the beholder can tell

As mentioned above, there was no trace of archeological
findings of Hebrew literature and language in Ethiopia
including the regions the Falashas lived in. The
languages and dialects of the Falashas are entirely
languages of the local (Quara, Qeyla, Agaw, and
Amharic). The language of their Holy Book and their
liturgy is Ge’ez. Ge’ez itself is a later offshoot of the
Sabean language. This fact alone is a challenge that
Falashas are local people who clung to Hebraic
traditions and not immigrants with a particular language
and Holy Book with Hebrew script.

There is an Ethiopian saying ‘the heart judges what the
eye beholds.” At times physical appearances can be
misleading; but when we look for the obvious, they are
not. Another fact that consolidates local origins of the
Falashas is their physical features. Actually, this one of
the strongest proofs that historians argue for the
Falashas’ being proselytized Agaws of olden days and
not immigrants across the sea. There is no dissimilarity
of physique or appearance between the the Falashas and
the people living north of Lake Tana to North Gondar.
Even their names are local Amhara names and not
Hebrew or even biblical to a great deal until a relatively
recent resurgence (or crisis?) of identity. If Moshe and
Mussie or Baruch and Beruk are queued up, none can
tell the difference. They are folks with similar
complexion and facial features.

After the earlier two airlift operations from the Sudan
(Operation Moses and Operation Joshua) the last and
largest was Operation Solomon. This was a discreet
airlift directly from Addis Ababa in the last few days of
the Derg regime (or the first few of EPRDF). Taking
advantage of this similarity of physical appearance many
youth and passers by from Lam Beret and Megenagna
area mixed with the Falashas and were taken to Bole to
flown to Israel. For not a few, it was a one-way ticket
from the third to the first world. For instance, one site
mentions a BBC newscast quoting a diplomat who had
said that of the 2228 airlifted in March 1991 only 350

were confirmed Falashas.® The extent to which the
Falashas are similar with the rest of the Ethiopians is a
clearly visible mark to make such ‘mistakes’ be
committed.

An average person can tell the physical features of a Jew
or a Hebrew the same way we can tell the physical
features of a Zulu man. Struggles in life or living
conditions as well as being removed from a habitat for a
prolonged period of time may alter physical features.
However, these factors cannot transform a typical
Hebrew person into a distinctively Ethiopian one. If we
behold the Falasha faces in the middle row of this
picture and compare them with familiar and
distinguished Jewish faces above them or average
Ethiopians below we can certainly tell where the
Falashas would be categorized into. Let ‘the heart judges
what the eye beholds’ as our saing goes.

shttp://www.biyokulule.com/view_content.php?articleid=24
91.
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Modern DNA Tests

Following external physical features comparisons, | want
to step further into the internal building blocks.
According to the Mormon religion and their open
teaching the Native Americans of North America are
Jews. They accept this doctrine because the founder of
religion taught it. In the last decades, a series of DNA
tests were made to refute this conjecture and provided
clear evidences that the Native Americans are, indeed,
not from the lost 10 Jewish tribes in origin.’ The studies
confirmed that these people are 99% Asian and 0%
Middle Eastern.

Different batteries of the same kind of DNA tests are
done on the Falashas in separate laboratories. The first of
this kind was done in 1999. Lucotte G. and Smets P.
studied the Y-chromosome-specific DNA of 38 Falashas
and Ethiopians and concluded that that the Falasha
people descended from ancient inhabitants of Ethiopia
who converted to Judaism.™ This was the first and a
bold conclusion clearly stating stating the Falashas owe
their origin in Ethiopia and not in Jewish ancestry.

A mitochondrial DNA test done in 2002, resembling one
done on the North American ‘mormons’ concluded the
same result. Another Autosomal DNA test done in 2009
concludes stating the Falashas are of Cushitic origin.™
Therefore, the scientific community conclusions make
even clearer to us that the Falashas are indeed of the
same flesh and blood as Ethiopians.

After | published the Amharic version of this article in
the last issue, an Ethiopian scientist and fellow of the
Human Genome Project wrote me a confirmation of an
independent DNA project he and his peers carried out on
the ancestry of the Falashas. The summary conclusion is
the same as the other results mentioned here.

The emotional state that runs in the hosting society and
the feelings among the leaders is also mixed. As some

9 Losing a Lost Tribe: Native Americans, DNA, and the
Mormon Church. The entire book scientifically refutes
that the so-called Lamanites or American Indians are not
Jews.

10 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10592688.

11 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beta_lsrael.

express a kind disposition to them, others vehemently
oppose the Falashas’ being Jewish even thougn they
could be Israeli. No doubt they may have experienced
the same manner of acceptance or alienation as any other
immigrant. A generation or two may pay costly until
they flow with the river in the host nation.

Conclusion

Undeniably, the Falashas underwent a persecution. This
is something not to be condoned. None should be
persecuted on religious grounds. By the same token, it
should also be regarded as it was a result of the socio-
political, religious and traditional development of the
consciousness of the society of the past generations. We
cannot superimpose present objective and civil standards
to a society of five or ten centuries ago.

The presence of Judaism may alter the spiritual and
psychological makeup of the people; but it would not
transform them physically and make them Jewish. This
would be tantamount to a Christian from the Wollega
Mekane Yesus Church claiming to be Swedish or a
Catholic parishioner from Adaba could to claim Italian
citizenship. Some from the Silte people recently said,
that they are Arabs and not Silte. Religious affiliation
shoul in no way be mixed up with ethnic kinship. Having
said this about the Falashas’ religios and ethnic
backgrounds, let me conclude by raising the very first
point mentioned in this article namely, bearing the curse
of tormenting the Falashas or the Jews as the accusers
heaped the charge on the Christians.

How could a Christian in Gamo or Sidama who has
never even heard the name ‘Falasha’ be accused and
confess of a crime he knew nothing about? Is this
bondage breaking and curse removing method biblical?
Doesn’t this admittance of false accusation water down
the biblical meaning of confessing sin? These Christians
only have the best positive attitude towards the Jews for
the covenant, the law, and the Christ were through them.

When they summarily condemn the Christians, these
preachers are either ignoring or abrogating the sound
teaching of the New Testament that those in Christ are
not condemned by virtue of their position in Him as
clearly stated in passages such as Rom. 8:1-2. There is
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therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit. Equally lamentable is the fact that the Christians
in the congregations as a whole succumbed to such
erroneous teachings and follow false doctrines on
generational curses.

Many gullible Christians have developed the notion that
the pulpit would make the teaching holy and that
anything any preacher says is always right. When one
says they are gods, they say they are. When another
comes and says they are fleas, thay accept that, too.
When a sick person is told to claim he or she is healthy,
thay claim so and go home sick. Another comes along
and tells them thay are cursed, they carry the burden of
the curse on their shoulders for years. This was a typical
childish characteristic of the Corinthian and Galatian
Christians when evidence of lack of understanding their
new identity was witnessed in them.

A person with identity crisis tends to not only imitate,
but become another person. The crises could be internal
or external or societal. When oral history and tradition
make their pressure on the Falashas for a number of
centuries, the conditions could convince them to accept a
Jewish identity. The social impetus could, as well,
impact their collective identity. The same is true in peer
pressure and visible in Christian circles, too. Some
Christians wrongly try to exercise charismatic gifts they
never have just to imitate other personalities they take as
models.

Christians are taught not to imprecate and curse other.
On the contrary, they are told to be followers of Christ
by blessing and loving even their enemies. A Christian is
one who gratefully received forgiveness forever and
made a new creation. We became God’s children. This is
our new and blessed identity. Because we are in Him, we
are protected and covered in His blood. There is nothing;
not schemes of the devil, nor principalities, not even
death can separate us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:35-39). When we realize our
eternal identity, what a glorious joy and freedom is ours!
May God our Father enable us to continue to realize this
blessed identity. Amen.
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