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T CFov. *“ The concept of Zero -Neither the Mayan nor the Babylonian
System was at all suited to arithmetical computations, because the digits-
the numbers less than 20 or 60-were not represented by single symbols.
The complete development of this idea must be attributed to the Hindus,
who also were the first to use zero in the way it is now used in the
western world.  As was mentioned earlier, some symbol is required in
positional number systems to mark the place of a power of the base not
actually occuring. This was indicated by the Hindus by a dot or small
circle, which was given the name sunya, the Sanskrit word for vacant.
This was translated into the Arabic sifr about 800 A.D., with the meaning
kept intact, and the latter was transliterated into Latin about 1200, the
sound being retained but the meaning ignored. Subsequent changes have
given us our words cipher and zero.
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A symbol for zero appeared in the Babylonian system in about the
3rd century B.C. However, it was not used consistently, and apparently
was used only to hold interior places, never final places so that it was
impossible to distinguish between 77 and 7,700, except by the
context.”’
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