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: In Baptism are fulfilled the pledges of our covenant with God; burial and death,
resurrection and life; and these take place all at once. For when we immerse our heads
in the water, the old man is buried as in a tomb below, and wholly sunk forever; then as
we raise them again, the new man rises in its stead. (Chrysestom Gospel of John Homily
25 p.2n)
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* And as in the beginning earth was the subject material, but the whole was of Him who
molded it; so also now water is the subject material, and the whole is of the grace of
the Spirit. ... That the need of water is absolute and indispensable, you may learn in
this way. On one occasion, when the Spirit had flown down before the water was
applied, the Apostle did not stay at this point, but, as though the water were necessary
and not superfluous, observe what he says; “Can any man forbid water, that these
should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? (Acts
10:47)" ) ibid. pp. 209:210) '
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