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Matihiss Chosen to Replace Judas

12Then they returned 10 Jerusalem
from the mount ealled Oliver, which i
3 journcy
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Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of
Alphscus, and Simom the Zealot, and
Judas son ofc James. “All these were
constantly devoting themaelves to prayer,
together with certain women, including
Mary the mother of Jesus, as weil as his
brothers.
15In those days Peter stood up among
the believers4 (together the crowd num-
bered about opne humdred twonty per-
sons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture
had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit
through David foretold concerning Judas,
who became a guide for those who ar-
rested Jesns— Pfor he was mmmbered
ammyg us apd was allotted his share in
this ministry.” #({Now this man acquired
a field with the reward of his wickedness;
and falling headiong,” he burst open in
the mikile and all his bowels gushed out.
*Thiz became known 10 all the residents
of Jerusalem, so that the fickl was called
in their lanpuage Hakeldama, that is,
Field of Blood.) #“For it is written in the
book of Psalms,
‘Let his homestead become
desolate,
and let there be no ope to live

in it’;

and
‘Let ancther take his position of

overseer.’
U5 ome of the who bave
accompanied us during all the time that
the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,
Bpeginping from the baptism of John
until the day when he was takea up from
ut—one of these must become 8 witness
with us 1o his resurrection.” 3¥So they
proposcd two, Joseph calied Barsabbas,
who was also Imown as Jusias, and
Matthias. #Then they prayed and said,
“Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show
us which one of these two you have
chosen Zto take the placeé in this
ministry and apostieship from which
Judas turned sside o go to his own
place.” ¥ And they east lots for them, and

cOr “the bruther of” 4Gk “brothers” <Gk “Men, brothers®  fOr “swelliog wp”  £Other

ancient aethorities read "the share™
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Acts 1-2

thclotfe]lonMatﬂuB,amdhew
added to the eleven apostics.

The Coming of the Holy Spirit
21When the day of Pentecost had

come, they were all together in one
place. 3And suddenly from heaven there
came a sound Ik the rush of a viclemt
wind, and it fflled the entire house where
they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of
fire, appeared among them, and 4 tongue
rested on each of them. 4All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to spesk in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability.

SNow there were devout Jews from
every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. $ And at this sound the crowd
gathered and was bewikdered, becausc
each one heard them speaking in the
native language of cach. TAmazed and
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these
who are speaking Galileans? $And how
i8 it that we hear, cach of us, in our own
native language? ?Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
WPhrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the
parts of Libya belonging w Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and
proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our
own languages we hear them speaking
about God's deeds of power.” B All were
amared and perplexed, saying to oac
another, “What does this mean?” BBut
others seered and said, “They are flled
with new wine."”

Peter Addresses the Crowd
14But Peter, standing with the eleven,
raised his woice and sddressed them,
*“Men of Judea and all who live in
Jerusalem, let this be known o you, and
listen 1o what I say. 15Indeed, these are
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pot drunk, as you suppase, for it is only
nine o'clock in the morning. ¥No, this is
what was spoken through the prophet
Joek:

™n the last days it will te, God

declares,
that I will pour ont my Spirit
upon all flesh,
and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall

sec visions,
and your old men shal
dream dreams.
BEven upon my staves, both men
and women,
in those dayz I will pour out
sy Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
1 And I will show portents in the
beaven above
" and signs on the carth below,
blood, and fire, and
smaoky mist.
#The sun shall be tumned to
darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the
Lord's great and glorious

day.
U Then cveryone who ‘calls on the
name of the Locd shali
be saved.’
22"You that arc Istaclites,® lisicn to
what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth,f a
man attested 1o you by God with deeds
of power, wonders, and signs that God
did through him among you, & yout your-
selves know — this man, handed over to
you according to the dofinite plan and
forcknowledge of God, you crucified and
killed by the hands of those outside the
law. #But God rgised him up, having
freed him from death,) because it was
impossible for him to be held in its
power. ZFor David says concerning himn,
iGk“the pains of deatk”
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Acts 2

‘T saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand s0
that I will not be shalcen;
#therefore my heart was glad, and
my tonguc rejoiced;
moareover my flesh will live
in hope.
TFor you will not abandon my soul
v Hades,
or let your Holy One
experience corruption.
»You have made known to me the
ways of life;
you will make me full of
gladness with your
preseoce.”
29“Fellow Israclites,* I may say (0
you confidently of our ancestor David
that he both died and was buried, and his
tomb is with us to this day. *Since he
was a prophet, he knew that God had
sworn with an cath to him that he would
put one of his descendants on his throne.
3siForesecing this, David! spoke of the
resurrection of the Messish ™ waying,
‘He was not abandoned o Hades,
nor did his flesh experience
corruption”’

2This Jesus God raiscd up, and of that .

ali of us are witnesses, 3Being therefoce
exalted at® the right hand of God, and
having reccived from the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, be fis poured
out this that you both sce and hear. ¥For
but he himself says, :

“The Lord said @ my Logd,

“Sit at my right band,

3 until I make your enemics your

footstool.”*

¥ Therefore et the entire bouse of Israel
know with certainty that God has made
him both Lord and Messiah,* this Jesus
whom you crucified.”

EGk °Men, brothers™ Gk “he* mOr*the Christ” »Or“by™ *Or “Christ”
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The First Converts

37Now when they beard this, they
were cut to the heart and said to Peter
and to the other apostles, “Brothers,?
what should we do?" ®Peter said to
themn, “Repent, and be baptized every
onc of you ip the name of Jesus Christ
so thar your sins may be forgiven; and
you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. ®For the promise is for you, for
youtr children, and for all who are far
away, everyone whom the Lord our God
calls to him.™ ®And he testified with
many other arguments and exhorted
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this
corrupt geperation.™ 9150 those who wel-
comed his message were baptized, and

that day about three thousand persons’

were added. ¥They devoted themselves
to the apostles' teaching and fellowship,
10 the breaking of bread and the prayers.

Life among the Believers

43 Awe came upon cveryone, because
mamny wonders and signs were being done
by the apostles, 4 Al who belicved were
together and had all things in common;
“they would sell their possesvions and
goods and distribute the proceads? to all,
as sny had nted. *Day by day, as they
spent much time together in the temple,
they broke bread at home” and ate their
food with glad and generouss hearts,

03 Lot NG T © A\ AAACYP Tpmising God and having the goodwill
NPT ANNQ o &F win w Of 21 the peaple. And day by day the
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Lord added to their number those who
were being saved.

Peter Heals a Crippled Begpar
3 1One day Peter and John were going

up fc the temple at the hour of
prayer, at three o'clock in the afternoon.
2And a man lame from birth was bheing
carried in. People wonld lay bim daily at
the gate of the temple called the Beauti-
ful Gate so that he could ask for alms
from those entering the temple. *When
be saw Peter and Jobn ebout to go inlo
the temple, be asked them for aims,
4Peter Iooked intently at him, as did

PGk “Men, brothers® ¢Gk“them™ 7Qr “from house to bouse” +Or “singers”
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Acts 3

John, and said, “Look at us.” 5And he
fixcd his atteation on them, expecting to
receive something from them. $But Peter
s2id, “1 have no silver or gokd, but what
T have I give you; in the name of Jess
Christ of Nazareth,? stand up and walk.”
7And he took him by the right hand and
raised him up; and immediately his feet
and snklcs were made strong, # Jumping
up, he stood and began to walk, and he
entered the temple with them, walking
and leaping and praising God. $Al the
people saw him walking and praising
God, ¥and they recognized bim as the
ooe who used to sit and ask for abms at
the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and
they were filled with wonder and amaze-
ment at what had happened to him.

Peter Speaks in Solomon's Portieo

11 While he clung to Peter and John,
all the people ran together to them in the
portico called Solomon's Portico, utterly
astonished, B'When Peter saw it, he ad-
dressed the people, *You Israclites,* why
do you wonder at this, or why do you
starc at us, as though by our own power
or piety we had made him walk? YThe
God of Abraham, the God of Isaw, and
the God of Jacob, the God of our ances-
tors has glorified his servant” Jesus,
whom you handed over and rejected in
the presence of Pilate, though he bad
decided to rclease him. ¥Bwt you
rejected the Holy and Righteous One
and asked to have a murderer given to
your, 15and you killed the Author of lifc,
whom God raised from the dead. To this
we are witnesses. ¥And by faith in his
name;, his pame itsclf has made this man
strong, whom you see and know; and the
Esith that is through Jesus» has given him
*Or “child® wGk “him”
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this perfect heaith in the presence of all
of you.

17“And now, fricnds,s } know that
you acted in ignorance, as did also your
rulers. Bn this way God fulfilled what he
had foretold through all the prophets,
that his Messiahr would suffer. PRepent
therefore, and turn to God 30 that your
sins may be wiped out, ®so that times of
refreshing may come from the presence
of the Lord, and that he may scud the
Messiahs appointed for you, that is,
Jesus, ¥iwho must remain in heaven until
the time of universal restoration that
God annownced long ago through his
holy prophets. 2Moses said, "The Lord
your God will rakse up for you from your
own people* a prophet like me. You
must iisten 0 whatever he tells you.
BAnd it will be that everyone who does
not listea to that prophet will be utterly
rooted out of the people.” ¥ And ali the
propbets, as many as have spoken, from
Samuel and thosc after him, also
predicted these days. ¥ You are the des-
cendants of the propbets and of the
covenant that God gave to your ances-
tors, saying to Abrabam, ‘And in your
descendants al) the familics of the earth
shall be biessed,” ¥ When God raised up
his servant, he sent him first 10 you, t0
bless you by wurning each of you from
your wicked ways.”

Peter and Joho before the Couwncll
4'Whilcl’eterandlohn*werespcak-

ing to the people, the priests, the
captain of the temple, and the Sadducees
came to them, ?much anmwed because
thcy were teaching the peopie and
proclaiming that in Jesus therc is the
resurrection of the dead. 3So they ar-
rested them and put them in custody
until the pext day, for it was already
evening. ‘But many of those who heard
the word believed; and they numbered
about five thousand.

Gk *brothers” rOr “hic Chrim” sOr“the Christ” 2Or*child® Gk “While they”
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Acts 4

5The next day their rulers, elders, and
scribes assernbled in Jerusalem, $with
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John,*
and Alexandey, and sll who were of the
high-pricstly family, 7When they had
madc the prisoners# stand in their madst,
they inquired, “By what power or by what
pame did you do this?” *Then Peter,
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,
“Rulers of the people and clders, if we
arc questioned today because of 3 good
deed done to someone who was sick and
are asked how this man has been healed,
HWlet it be kaown to a1l of you, and to alf
the people of Isracl, that this man i
standing befote you in good health by the
name of Jesus Christ of Narareth s
whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead. 1*'This Jesusf s

‘the stonc that was rejected by

itbaa’g:wmcthem's
BThere is salvation In B0 one clse, for
there is no other name under hesven
given among mortals by which we must
be saved.”
13Now when they saw the boldness of
Peter and John and rcalized that they
were uneducated and ordinary men, they
were amared and recognized them us
companions of Jesus. ¥WWhen they saw
the man who had been curcd standing
beside them, they had nothing to say in
opposition. 15So they ordered them to
leave the council while they discussed the
matter with one another. ¥They said,
“What will we do with them? For it &
obvious to all who five in Jerusalem that
a notable sign has been done through
them; we cannot deaty it. ¥ But to keep it
from spreading further among the
people, it us warn them to speak no
mare to-goyone in this name.” #5350 they
called them and ordered them not to
speak or teach at olf in the name of
Jesus. ¥But Peter and Jobn snswered
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things .
®The kings of the ecarth took their
stand,
and the rulers have gathered
the Lord and against
his Mcssiah "/
IrFox in this city, in Eact, both Herod and
Pontivs Pilate, with the Gentiles snd the

AGk “their own” !Or “child” JOr*his Christ” &Gk “slaves”
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Gk “to men® ™Meaning of Gk uncertain

Acts 4-5

possessions, but everything they owned
was held in common. ®With great power
the aposties gave their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lot Jesug, and grest
grace was upon them all, 3 There was pot
a peedy person among them, for as many
as ovmed lands or houses sold them and
brought the proceeds of what was sold,
*They Iaid it at the aposties’ feet, and it
was distrbuted to cach as any had need.
¥There was a Levite, 2 native of Cyprus,
Joseph, to whom the aposties gave the
name Barnabas (which eans “son of
encouragement”). 37He sold e feld that
belonged to him, then hwought the
moncy, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

Ausnies and Sapphira
SlnmamannamedAmhs,whhthc

conecnt of his wife Sapphira, sold a
picce of property; 3with his wife’s
Imowledge, he kept back some of the
proceeds, and brought only a part smd
laid iv at the apostles’ feet. *“Ansninag,”
Peter asked, *why has Satan filled your
heart to lis to the Holy Spirit and o kecp
back part of the procecds of the land?
$While it remained unsold, did it not
remain your own? And after it was saold,
were not the proceeds at your disposal?
How iz it that you have contrived this
deed in your heart? ‘You did not lic to ns!
but to God!™ INow when Ananjas heard
these words, he fell down and died. And
great fedr seized all who heard of it $The
young men came and wrapped up his
body,™ then carricd hitm cut and buried
him.,

TAfier an imterval of about three
hours his wife: came in, not knowing what
had happened. *Peter said to her, “Tell
me whether you and your husband sokd
the lapd for such and such a price.” And
she said, “Yes, that was the price.”
*Then Peter said to her, “How ks it that
you have agreed together to pt the
Spirit of the Lord to the test? Look, the
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feet of those who have buried your hus-
band arc at the door, and will carry
out.” Wimmediately she fell down at
his feet and died. When the young men
came in they found ber dead, so they
carried her out and buried ber beside her
hushand 1 And grest fear seized the
whoie church and all who heard of these
things.

The Apoaties IHeal Many

. 12Now many signs and wonders were
done among the people through the
apostles. And they were all together in
Solomon’s Portico. YNone of the rest
dared fo join them, but the people held
ther in high esteem. “Yet more than
ever belicvers were added o the Lord,
t numbers of both men and women,
%50 that they even carried out the sick
into the streets, and laid them on cofs
and mats, in order that Peter’s shadow
might fall cn some of them as he came
by. %A great sumber of peoplc would
also guther from the towns arouad
Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those
tormented by uncican spirits, and they
were all cured.

The Aposthes Are Persecuted

17 Thea the high pricst took action; he
and all who were with him (that is, the
sect of the Sadducees), being filed with
jealousy, Marrested the tles and put
them In the public prison. ¥But during
the night an angel of the Lord opened
the prison doors, brought them out, and
said, #“Go, stand in the tempie and tell
the the whole message about this
life.” #When they heard this, they
entered the temple at daybreak and weat
on with their tcaching.

When the high priest and those with
him arrived, they called together the
council and the whole body of the elders
of Tsracl, and sent to the prison to have
them brought 2But when the temple
police went there, they did ot find them
in the prison; so they returned and

13We found the prison secure-
ly focked and the guards standing at the
doors, but when we opened them, we
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aQther ancient authoritles
pame? oGk *than men™ POLk “Men,

Acts 5

found no one inside.” ¥Now when the
captain of the temple and the chief
priesis heard these wonds, they were
perplexed about them, wondering what
might be going on. #Then somecne ar-
rived and snnounced, “Look, the men
whom you put in prison are standing in
the tcmple and tcaching the peoplet”
*Then the captain weat with the tempie
policc and brought them, but without
violence, for they were afraid of being
stoned by the people.

27When they bad brought them, they
had them stand before the countil. The
high prisst questioned them, ¥saying,
“We gave you strict orders not to teach
in this pame,* yet here you have filled
Jerusalem with yowr teaching and you
are determined to bring this man’s hlood
on 1.” PBut Peter and the aposties
answered, “We must obey God rather
than any humsan authority. ¥The God
of our ancestors raised up Jesvs, whom
you had killed by hanging him on & tree.
31God exalted him at his right hand as
Leader and Savioc that he might give
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of
sint, BAnd we arc witnesses to these
things, and so s the Holy Spirit whom
Goxl has given 10 those who obey him.”

A3When they heard this, thcy were
cnraged and wanted to kill them. 3¢But a
Pharisee in the council named Gamalicl,
a teacher of the law, respected by all the
people, stood up and ocdered (he mea to
be put outside for a short time. #Then
he said to them, “Fellow Israclites,? con-
sider carefully what you propase to do to
these men. % For some time ago Theudas
rose up, claiming 10 be somebody, and 8
number of men, about fomr hundred,
joined him; but he was killed, and ali who
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T After him Judas the Galilcan
rose up at the time of the census and got
people to follow him; he also perished,
and all who followed him were seattered.
%30 in the present case, I tell you, keep
away from these men and kot them alons
because if tis pian or this undertaking is
of human origin, it will faik ®but if it is
of God, you will not be able 1o overthrow
them~in that case you may evea be
found Eghting against Godl”

Tocy were convinced by him, “and
when they had called in the aposties, they
bad them flogged. Then they ordered
them pot to speak in the name of Josus,
and ket them go. 4 As they lefi the coun-
cil, they rejoiced that ihey were coa-

sidered worthy to suffer dishonor for the

sake of the name. S And every day in the
tempic and at home¢ they did not ccase
to tcach and proclaim Jesus as the Mes-
siah.”

6

Seven Chosen to Serve
1Now during thosc days, when ihe

Hebrews becawse their widows werc
being negiccted in the daily distribution
of food, 2And the twelve called together
the whole community of the discipies and
said, *It is oot right that we should

neglect the word of God in order to wait’

on tablez? 3Therefore, fricnds,’ select
from among yourselves seven men of
good standing, full of the Spirit and of

wisdom, whom we may appoint to this .

task, 4while we, for our part, will devote
oursclves to preyer and o scrving the
word.” 3What they said picased the
whole community, and they chosc
Stophen, 2 man full of faith aad the Holy
Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch, ¢They

€Or “from house to house™ 7Ox "the Chrigt” JOr “keep accousts” Gk “hrothers™

disciples were increasing in number,
the Hellenists complained against the
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him s his possession and to his descen-
dants afier him, even though be bad no
child, *And God spoke in these terms,
that his descendants would be resident
alicns in a country belonging to others,
who would coslave them and mistreat
them during four mmdred years. 7“But I
will judge the nation that they serve,” sadd
God, 'and pfter that they shail come out
and worship me in this place.” $Then he
gave him the covenant of circumcision.
And so Abraham= became the father of
Isanc and circumcised bim on the eighth
day, and Isaac became the father of
Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs,
9“The patriarchs, jealous of Joseph,
sold him into Egypt; but God was with
him, ¥and rescucd bhim from all his afe
flictions, and enabled him 10 win favor
and io show wisdom when he wood
before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who ap-
pointed him: ruler over Egypt and over all
his houschold. "'Now there came a
famine throughout Egypt and Cenann,
and great suffering, and our ancestors
could find no food. ¥But when lacob
beard that there was grain in Egypt, be
tent our ancestors there on their first
visit. BOn the second visit Joseph made
himself known to his brothers, and
Joscpb’s femily becamee known to
Pharsoh. ¥Then Joscph sent and invited
his father Jacob and all his relatives to
come 10 him, seventy-five in all; 30
Jacob went down to Egypt. He himsclf
dicd there as well as our ancestors, % and
their bodiesr were brought back
Shechemn and iaid in the tomb that
Abrabam had bought for a sum of silver
from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.
177But ss the time drew near for the
fulfilmeat of the promisc that God had
made to Abrabham, our people in Egypt
increased and multipied Buntil another
king who had not known Joseph ruled
over Egypt. PHe dealt crafiily with our
racc and forced our ancestors 10 abandon
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Acts 7

their infants 3o that they would dic. At
this time Moses was born, and he was
beautiful before God. For threc months
he was brought up in his father’s house;
fand when be was abandoned,
Pharach’s daughter adopted him and
brought him up as her own oo ®50
Moses wes instructed in all the wisdom
of the Egyptians and was powerful in his
words and deeds.

23When he was foity years old, it
came into his beart to visit his relatives,
the Iscaelites. #When he saw onc of
them being wronged, he defended the
oppressed man and avenged him by strik-
ing down the Egyptian. ¥*He supposed
that his kinsfolk would understand that
Guod through him was rescuing them, but
they did pot undcrstand, 3 The next day
heamemmeofthemasthcym

saym;,'Men,yuuarebmthﬂs;whydo
you wrong cach other?” ¥But the man
whomwmgimhnnaghborpmhod
“Who made you a

burning bush. ¥'When Moscs saw it, he
was amared at the sight; and as he ap-

¢
E
:
g
:
EE

and Jacob.” Moses began 10 tremble and
did not darc to look. #Then the Lord
said o him, ‘Take off the sandals from
your feet, for the place where you are
standing is holy ground. ¥] have surcly
seen the mistreatment of my people who
are in Egypt and bave heard their groan-
ing, and I have comc down to rescue

E

*Gk *his brothers, the sons of Israel® Gk “him"™
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‘God will raise np:
prophet for you from your own people
uhgraisedmeup.”ﬂehunonewhn

43No; you took along the tent
of Moloch,
and the star of your god
Rephon,
the images that you made
: o
5o I will remove you beyond

44*Our ancestors had the tent of tes-
timomy in the wilderpess, as God«
dirccted when he spoke 1o Moses, order-
ing him to make it according to the pat-
tern be had seen. 4 Our ancestors in turn
brought it in with Joshua when they dis-
possessed the mations that God drove out
before our ancestors. And it was there
until the time of David, ¥who found
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Acts 7

favor with God and asked that he might
find a dwelling place for the bouse of
Jacob. £ 47But it wes Solomon who built
4 house for him. %Yet the Most High
docs not dwell in houses made with
buman hands;* as the prophet says,
#Heaven is my thronc,
and the earth s my footstool
What kind of house will you build
for me, says the Lond,
or what is the place of my rest?
SDid not my band make all these
things?’
51“You stiff-necked people, uncir-
cumcised in heart and ears, you are
forever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as

your ancestors used to go. S Which of

the prophets did your anccsiars 0ot pet-
secute? They killed those who foretold
the coming of the Righteous One, and
now you have become his betrayers and
murderers. ®You are the opes that
received the Jaw as ondained by angels,
and yet you bave not kept it.”

The Stouing of Stephen

54 Whea they heard these things, they
became enraged and ground their teeth
at Stepben.f $But filled with the Holy
Spirit, be gazed into hoaven and saw the
glory of God and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God. #“Look,” he said, “I
see the heavens opened and the Son of
Maa standing at the right hand of God!™
$7But they covered their ears, and with a
loud shout ajl rushed together against
him. ®Then they dragged him out of the

diy and began to stone him; aad the

witnesses laid their coats at the feet of
young men named Sauwl. #While they
were stoning Sicphen, he prayed, “Loed

Jesus, receive my spirit.” #Then he kneilt

down and cried out in & lowd voice,
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”
When he had said this, he died.2

ZOther ancicat authoritias read “for the God of Jacob” Gk “with baads” Gk “him”

Gk “fell asleep”
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Acts 8

Spirit had not come/ upon any of them;
they had only been baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus). "Then Peter and
John* lald their hands on them, and they
reccived the Holy Spitit. ¥Now when
Simon saw that the Spirit was given
through the laying on of the apostles’
hands, he offered them moncy, ?saying,
“(Give me also this power so that anyone
on whom I lay my hands may receive the
Holy Spirit.” #But Peter said to him,
“May your silver perish with you, be-
causc you thought you could obtain
God’s gift with money! 3'You have no
part o share in this, for your heart is not
right before God. 2Repent thercfore of
this wickedness of yours, and pray to the
Lord that, if possible, the intent of your
heart msy be forgiven you, PFor I see
that you are in the gall of bitterness and
the chains of wickedness.” Simon
answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, tkat
nothing of what you! have said may hap-
pen to me." . .

25Now after Peter and John™ had
testified and spoken the word of the
Lord, they reterned to Jeruaslem,
proclaiming the gnod news to many vil-
Iages of the Samaritans,

Philip and the Ethiopian Fumuch

26 Then an anged of the Lord said to
Philip, “Get up and go toward the south®
to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza,” (This is 8 wilderness
road.} ¥So0 be got up and went. Now
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court
official of the Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of ber entire
weasury. He had come to Jerusalem to
worship %and was returnipg  bome;
seated in his chatiot, he was reading the
prophet Isaish. 2*Then the Spirit said to
Philip, *Go over to this chariot and join
it,” %S0 Philip ran op to it snd heard him
reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked,
“Do you understand what you arc

JGk"falien” *Gk*they” 'The Oreek word for “you™ and the verb “pray” are piural

mGk "after they* AOc“2o at nooo”
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2Other ancicnt authorities add all or most of verse 37, “And Philip sai
aﬂymgihgt.mmy.’mumpliod,'lbeliwemnlm

reading?” 3 He replied, “How can 1, un-
less someone guides me?” And he invited
Philip to get in and sit beside him. ¥ Now
the passage of the scripture that he was
reading was this:
“Lilee a sheep he was [ed 10 the
slaughter,
and Hkr a lamb silent before
its shearer,
80 he docs not open his
mouth.
¥n his bumitiation justice was
denied him.
Who can describe his
generation?
For his life is taken away
from the carth.”
MThe eumxch asked Philip, “About
whom, may I ask you, does the prophet
say this, abaut himself or about someone
clsc?” 3¥Then Philip began to speak, and
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed
to him the good news about Jesus, ¥ As
they were going along the road, they
ceme (o some water; and the eunuch
sakl, “Look, here iz water! What is w0
prevent me from being baptized?” s ¥He
commanded the chariot to stop, and both
of them, Philip and the cunuch, went
down into the water, and Philipp haptized
him. ¥When they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord saatched
Philip away; the cunuch saw him no
more, and weot on his way rejoicing
®But Philip found himsclf at Azotus, and
as e was passing through the region, he
proclaimed the pood news to alt the
twns umtil he came 10 Cacsarea.

The Coaversion of Saul
9 iMcanwhile Saul, still breathing

threats and morder agninst the dis--

ciples of the Lord, went to the high priest
*and asked him for letters to the
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he
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Acta ®

found any who belonged to the Way, men
or women, be might bring them bound to
Jernsalem. INow as he was going along
and approaching Damascus, suddenly a
light from heaven flashed around him.
4He fell to the ground and heard a voice
saying 10 him, “Saul, Saul, why do you
persccute me?” SHe asked, “Who are
you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting. ¢But ger up
and enter the city, and yon will be 10ld
what you are to do.” 7The men who were
traveling with him stood speechiess be-
causc they heard the voice but saw no
one. $Saul got up from the ground, and
thouph his eycs were open, hs could sec
nothing; so they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. ?For three
days he was without sight, and neither ate
nor drank. ’

10Now there was a disciple in Damas-
cns named Ananias. The Lord sakl to
him in 2 vision, “Ananias.” He answered,
“Here I sm, Lord.” 1'The Lord said to
him, “Get up and go to the street called
Straight, and at the house of Judas look
for 8 man of Tarsus nared Saul At this
momeat be is praying, 2and he has scen
in = visions 3 man named Ananias come
in and lay his hands on him 30 that he
might regain his sight.” BBut Ananisg
answered, “Locd, ] have heard from
many about this man, how much evil he
has done to your saints in Jernsalem;
Hand here he hax authority from the
chief pricsts to bind all who invoke your
name.” 5But the Lord said to him, “Go,
for he is an ipstrument whom I have
chosca to bring iny name before Gentiles
and kings and before the people of Istacl;
1T myself will show hica how much he
must suffer for the sake of my name.”
i7S0 Ananiax went and entered the
house. He laid his hands on Saul’ and

qOther sncient suthorities lack *“in & vision™ 7Gk “him"
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Saul Preaches in Damascas
For several be was with the

the Hellenists; but they were attempting
kil him. ¥When the delieverns-
learned of it, they brought him down to
Caesarea and sent him off 10 Tarsus.

TGk “{hat this” fOr“the Chrit™ “Gk “through the wall” vGk “brothers”

ayiov. 18 xai e08éwg anéncony abrod
ano 1dv 6pluiudv og Aenids,
avéBreyév 1e xai dvaotig Pantictn 19
Kai AaPav tpootv évioyooey.

‘Eyévero 68 petd tdv &v Aapaokd
uaBrtidy fuepas tivig 20 kot e0BEmg £v
015 GUVEYBYOIS £EKpVocey TOv Incotv
OTL 0UTOG E0TIv 0 VIO ToT De0d. 21
ggioTavto 8¢ miveg ol dxodovreg kol
Eheyov, OOy ovtds eoTv 6 mopBrcug &ig
Tepovoadiip 1odg gmradovpevong To
Ovopa tobto, xai 0de £ig Todto Anidia

v dedeps anTog &ydyn éml todC
a pm}gl;aé%aﬁlog & puiAdov
éveouvapodto Kol ouvéguvvey [1006]

Tovdaiovg TovC KaTOIKOUVTUG &V
Aapaoxd copfBalov 6t outde éotiv O
Xpméﬁ

23 Qg 3¢ émknpotvto Npépat ixavai,
cuvefovievoavio ol Tovdaiol avelsiv
avTov: 24 éyvipoln 8¢ 16 Zavio 1
emfovdn avtdv. nupetnpodvio 8¢ Kai
TaC TOAMIS TIUEPAS TE KUL VIKTOS OR®G
antov Gvehootv- 25 haBdvieg d¢ ol
pabnzal avtod voktdg owt Tov Teiyou
kabfjkav adtov yahdoavies &v aropin.

26 Iapayevopevog 88 el
'Iapoucglagu £neipalev kolhdobm toig
padntaic, kol maveeg époPodvio ag'r;)v

N MoTevovieg OTL 0TIV pabnmic.
Eapvaﬂ&c; 8¢ EmdapPopuevo ?::])tbv fiyayev
TPOG TOVG GROTTOAOS Kol SuyficuTto
aVToig g &v Tij 00O &1dev TOV KHpLov
Kai 60T EAdAnoey adTdh Kol mHe v
Aopaok® énappnoldonto £v 16 Svopa
ol Inood. 28 kaut v pet’ advtbv
EIOTOPEVGHEVOS Kt EXTOPEVGEVOG Eig
Tepovoadny, mappnoalouevog év T
ovopaTt ToU Kupiov, 29 EAdrer 16 kai
govelntel Tpog todg EAAnvictdc, oi 8¢
ens;&s{povv averely aot6v. 30 Emyvoveeg
3¢ ol adehpoi kaTiiyayov adtov €
Kawodpeiay kot EEantoteithoy ot

glg
Tapcodv.




83

31 QLA S NTAA BOH"IC
F7° 01T RALT NCHESST 0O
AP §¢ FIRITT ONMMACK
®CYIS Nowih PABH XS
AR enf MiCs

32 A TN WHRED- viv ARG
AR OL7LS G #5AT £ Blh e
agn e Hd=IT T E-C Ok
A2 AL TIE TLET WIS POl
3 AL O ATFI ACH TR
Wiz HAFCHT - MNIF ULt AL
N0 NCAED SL-BTA T T AL
V™ AV AA®s Eaifoyr
Fvra AAS OACSY™ TITC b
ACOT Ape- ag 33 §OC hive

36 NALA” WL TLAAT AT
A7 B4 emiof WICFT FCA"L
@ ECP Tt Yol \ChYr
AR YIC (AT XTI 7
#2097 WFn TANLP BLF Jov
oo PFI KTAS™ ATV AT
&hba AR ARTA ¥CA ST
2 aojomcd Leveh (LE XMRA
agd-o+ Of NCh hew ot Ni
£WIE ACA*s AT OFF 6%
ACOH Alee DRFCHP 1o+ DAY
cie IC oAl NLLAF 1L ONTH:
Aemt SOALTE o WFPAHYE
2CF DNICH IC AAF PRATFF
o3 AT ANOTT i KPR
&t Qih $oms WRRCHF i)
of o Ahort IHIChhS
AP OF LA poOC Ali-i-
oLd e FRL AATe NCOTT
Seetey WAF Rrchw off
Al TPenFe OANLW® ANCHT
arE AT PRATIE AT
P Ml WSO IS ML TFo hE
AFn 2y NTA i Thod
ryr A APFPr Mg s

Acts

31 Meanrwhile the church throughout
Judea, Gallle, and Samavia had peace
and was built up, Living in the fear of the
Lord and in the camfort of the Holy
Spirit, it increased In numbers.

The Hesaling of Arneas

32Now us Peter went here and there
among all the belicvers,” be came down
also to the saints living in Lydda. ® There
he found a man named Acneax, who had
beenbedtiddmﬁraght'yean,forhe
MPeier said to him,
Mnmmmnnhenhmptm
and make your bed!” And immodiately
be got up. ¥And all the residems of
Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to
the Lord

Peier in Lyddn and Joppa

36Now in Joppa there was a disciple
whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek
& Dorcas.t She was devoted to good
works and acts of charity. 37 At that time
she became il and died. When they had
washed her, they laid her ip a room
upstairs. ¥Since Lydda was near Joppa,
the disciples, who heard that Peter was
there, scat two men to him with the
request, “Please come to us without
deiay.” »So Peter got up and went with
them; and when be arrived, they took
Rim to the room upstairs. All the widows
stood beside him, weeping and showing
tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had
made while she was with them. *Peter
put afl of them outside, and then he knelt
down and prayed. He turned to the body
and sald, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she
opened her eyes, and secing Peter, she
sat up. 4He gave her his hand and
helped ber up. Then calling the saimts
and widows, he showed her to be alive,
47This became known throughout Joppa,
and many belicved In the Lord

wGk “all of them™ *The name Tabitha in Aramaic and the same Dorcas in Greek

mean “a
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OMeanwhile he stayed in Joppa for
some time with 2 ccrtain Simon, a tan-
ner.

Peter snd Cornelins

10'In Caesarea there was & man
pamed Comelius, a centurion of
the Ttalian Cohort, as it was called. 3He
was & devout man who feared God with
all his household; he gave alms generous-
Iy to the people and prayed constantly to
God *Oopc aftermoon at about threc
o’clock be had a vision in which he clear-
ly saw an angel of God coming in and
saying to him, "Comclius.” 4He stared at
him in ferror and said, “What & it,
Lord?” He answered, “"Your prayers amd
your alms hawe ascended a8 3 memarial
before God. $Now send men to Joppa for
& certain Simon who is called Peter; She
is lodging with Simon, a tapner, whose
house i by the seaside.” "When the
angel who spoke to him had lelt, he
called two of his slaves and a devout
soldier from the ranks of those who
served him, tand after telling them

everything, he sent them o Joppa.
9About noon the next day, as they
were on their jouracy and approaching
the city, Peter weat up on the roof o
pray. He became hungry and wanted
something to eat; and while it was being
prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw
the heaven opened and something like 8
large sheet coming down, being lowered
1o the ground by its four comers. Bin it
were afl kinds of four-footed creatures
and reptiles and birds of the air. }3¥Then
he heard a voice saying, “Get up, Peter;
kilf and cat.” ¥But Peter said, “By no
means, Lord; for I have never ecaten
amything that it profane or unclean.”
3 The voice said to him again, a second
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Acts 10

time, “What God has made clcan, you
must not call profanc.” %This happensd
three times, and the thing was soddenly
taken up 10 heaven.

17Now while Peter was greatly puz-
ded abowt what to make of the vision
that he had seen, suddenly the men sct
by Comnelius appeared. They were asking
for Simon's hovse and were standing by
ihe gate. BThoy called out to ask
whether Simon, who was called Peter,
was staying there. ¥ While Pefer was still
to him, “Look, threey men arc searching
for you. ®Now get up, go down, and 2o
with them withont hesitation; for I have
sent them ™ 21So0 Peter went down to the
men and said, “1 am the ooe you are
looking for; what is the reason for your
coming?” ¥ They answered, “Coroelius, 8
centurion, Bn upright and God-fearing
man, who i well spoken of by the whole
Jewish nation, was directed by a holy
angel o send for you to come 0 his
house and to hear what you have to say.”
nSp Peter? invited them in and gave
them lodging.

The next day he got up and went with
them, and sore of the believers* from
Joppa sccompanicd him. 24 The following
day they camc to Cacsarca. Comelins
wes expecting them and had called
together his relatives and close friends.
30n Peter's arrival Cornelius met him,
and falfing at his feet, worshiped him
%But Peter made him get up, saying,
“Stand wp; I am only a mortal” 7 And as
be taiked with him, he went in and found
that many had asscmblod; #and be said
to them, “You yourseives know that it i
unlswiul for a Jew to associate with or 1o
visit a Gentile; but God has shown me
that 1 should not call anyone profane or

undean.’Sowmemmtfnr,lm -
¥Ouc ancient authority reads “two”; others Jack the word Gk “he” Gk “brothers”
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without cbjoction, Now may I ask why
you sent for me?”

30Cornelius replied, “Four days agp.

at this very hour, at three o’clock, T was
praying in my house when suddenly a
man in dazzling clothes stood before me.
MHe said, ‘Cornclivs, your prayer has
been beard and your slms have been
remembered before God. RSend theve-
forc to Joppa and ask for Simon, who is
calbied Petes; I is staying in the bome of
Simon, a tanner, by the sea.’ ¥ Therefore
1 sent for you immediately, and you have
been kind ¢oough to come. So now all of
ws are here in the presence of God to
listen to all that the Lord has com-
manded you 1o say.”

Gentilez Hear the Good News

34Then Peter began to speak to thems
“I truly undersiand that God shows no
partiality, ¥but in every nation anyone
who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable 1o him. ¥ You know the mes-
sape he sent to the peopic of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is
lord of all 3That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John announced;
Bhow God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with power; how
be went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for God
was with him. ®We are witncsses to all
that he did both ip Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put. him to death by
hanging bim on 2 tree; @but God rased
him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, “Inot to all the people but to us
who were chosen by God as witnesses,
and who ate and drank with him after he
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Acts 10-11

roee from the dead, 4 He commanded s

to preach to the peoplc and to testify that
be is the onc ordained by God as judge

Gentlles Recelve the Holy Spirit
44 While Peter was still speaking, the
Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the
word. ¢“The circumcised belicvers who
had come with Peter were astounded that
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
pourcd ont even on the Gentiles, 4for
they heard them speaking in tosgoes and
extolling God. Then Peter sald, ¥%Can
anyone withhold the water for baptizing
thesc pcople who have received the Holy
Spirit just as we have?” #S0 he ordered
them to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ, Then they invited him to stay for
several days.
Petesr’s Report to the Chwrch
at Jerasalems
11'Nuw the apostics and the
believers* who were in Judes
heard that the Gentiles had also accepted
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God has made clean, you must not call
profanc.’ ®This happeaed three times;
then everything was pulled up again to
heaven, MAt that very moment three
men, scot to me from Cacsarea, arrived
at the housc where we wexe, 12The Spirit
told me to go with them and not 1o make
s distinction between them and us.#
These six brothers also accompanied me,
and we entered the man's bouse. ¥ He
10ld us bow be had scen the angel stard-
ing in his housc and saying, ‘Send to
Joppa and bring Simon, who is called
Petor; Whe will give you 2 message by
which you and your cntire househokd will
be saved’ 5 And as I began to spesk, the
Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had
upon us at the beginning WAnd I
remembered the word of the Lord, how
he had said, ‘John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit.” WK then God gave them the same
gift that he gave us when we belficved in
the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I
could hinder God?” ®When they heard
this, they were sileaced. And they praised
God, saying, “Then God has given even
to the Gentiles the repentance that leads
to life.”

The Church in Antloch

19Now those who were scattered be-
causc of the persecution that took place
over Sicphen traveled a3 far =
Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, and they
spoke the word to no one except Jews.
®But among them were some men of
Cyprus and Cyrene who, cn coming o
Aatioch, spoke to the Helicnists© abwo,
proclaiming the Lord Jesus. #The hand
of the Lord was with them, and & great
pumber became beflevers and turned to
the Loed. ¥ News of this came to the cars
of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent

d0r “not to hesitaiz™ rOther ancient authoritics read “Greeks”
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Acts 11-12

Bamabas 0 Antioch. ¥Whety be came
and saw thbe grace of God, bhe rejoiced,
and he exhorted them all 10 remain falth-
ful to the Lord with steadfast devotion;
Mfor he was a good man, full of the Holy
Spirit and of faith. And a greal many
people were brought to the Lard, *Then
Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul,
%and when he had found him, he
brought kim to Antioch. So it was that
for an entire year they met with! the
church and taught a great many people,
and it was in Antioch that the disciples
were first called “Christians.”

27 At that time prophets came down
from Jerusalem to Antioch. ®Ope of
them pmned Agabus stood up and
predicted by the Spirit that there would
be a scvere famine over ali the wockk
and this took place during the reign of
Clandius. 2 The disciples determined that
according to their ability, each would
send relief to dte believerss living in
Judea; Wthis they did, sending it to the
clders by Barnabas and Saul.

James Kliled and Peter Imprisoned
121Aboutthaltimcl(inchrodlaid
violent hands upon some who
befonged to the church. *He had James,
tbe brother of John, killed with the
sword. 3ARter be saw that it pleased the
Jews, be proceeded to arrest Peter also.
{This wes during the festival of Un-
leavencd Bread) *When he had selzed
him, he put him in prison and handed
him over to four squads of soldiers to
guard him, intending to bring him out to
the people after the Passover. 5While
Peter was kept in prison, the church
prayed fervently to God for him.

Peter Delivered from Prison

6The very night before Herod was
going to bring him out, Peter, bound with
two chaims, was slecping between two
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soldiers, while guards in front of the door

were keeping watch over the prison.
7Suddenly an ange] of the Lord appeared
and a light shone in the cell He tapped
Peter on the side and woke him, saying,
“Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off
his wrists. $The angel sail to him, “Fas-
ten your belt and put on your sandals.”
He did so. Then he said to him, “Wrap
your cloak around you and follow me.”
#Peter’ went out and followed him; be
did not realize that what wes happening
with the angels help was real; he thought
he was seeing a vision. ¥Aficr they had
passed the first and the second guard,
they came before the iron gatc leading
into the city. It opened for them of its
own accord, and they weat outside and
walked sloog a lane, when suddealy the
angel left him. 1Then Peter came to
himself and said, “Now I am sure that the
Lord has sent his anpel and rescued me
from the hands of Herod and from all
that the Jewish peoplc were expecting.”

12 As soon as he realized this, be went
to the house of Mary, the mother of Joha
whase other pame was Mark, where
many had gathered and were praying.
B'When he knocked at the outer gate, 2
maid named Rhoda came t0 answer.
¥On recognizing Peter’s voice, she was
30 averjoyed that, instead of opening the
gate, she ran in and announced that
Peter was standing at the gate. 5They
said 10 her, “You are out of your mind!”
But she insisted that it was 30, They said,
“It is his angel.” ¥ Mcanwhile Peter con-
tinued knocking; and when they opened
the gate, they saw him and were amazed.
17He motioned to them with his hand to
be silent, and described for them how the
Lord had brought him out of the prison.
And he added, “Tell this o Fames and to
the believers.™ Then he left and went 1o
another place.
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Acts 1213

18Whea morning came, there was oo - —

small commotion among the soldiers
mwbathadbmeof?da PWhen
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had not given the glory o A
nfthu[mdslmckhﬁndown,udhem
caten by worms and died. -

24But the word of God cominued to
advance and gain adhercnts. 23 Then after
completing their mission Barnabes and
Saul returned to* Jerusalem and brought
with them John, whase other neme was

iGk“be® kOther ancient authorities read “from” Gk “tetrarch”
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whole island as far a8 Paphos, ihey met
a ccrtain magician, a Jowish [faise
propbet, named Bar-Jesus. 7He was with

teaching about the Lord.

Paul and Barsabas in Antioch
of Plsdia

13Then Paul and his companions set
sail from Paphos and ceme to Perga in
Pamphylia. John, however, left them and
returned o Jerusaiem; Mbut they went
ol from Perge and came 1o Antioch in
Pisidia. And on the sabbeth day they
went into the and sat down
1BAfter the reading of the law and the
prophets, the officials of the synagoguc
seot them a message, saying, “Brothers,
if you have any word of exhortatiots for
the people, give it” ¥So Paul stood up
and with a gesture began to speak:

*You Israclites,™ and others who fear
God, listcn. "The God of this people
Israel chose our ancestors and made the
peaple great during their stay in the land
of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led
them out of it WFor about forty years he
put up with® them in the wilderness.
BAfter he had destroyed seven nations

Gk “Men, Israclites® »QOther ancient snthoritics read “cared for™
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Acts 13

land as an inheritance ®for abowt four
bundred fifty years. After that he gave
them judges until the time of the prophet
Samuel. 1 Then they asked for a king
and God gave them Saut son of Kish, a
man of the tribe of Benjamin, who
reigned for forty years. 2 When he had
removed him, he made David their king.
In his testimony about him be said, T
have found David, son of Jessc, to be a
man after myy beart, who will carry out all
my wishes.” ZOf this man’s posterity God
has brought to Isracl a Savior, Jesms, a8
heprom’med:“bcfomhiswmin;lobn
bad alregdy proclaimed a baptism of
repentance 10 afl the people of Isracl.
23 And as John was finkhing his work, he
said, “What do you suppose that I am? I
am not he. No, but one is coming after
me; 1 am not worthy to untie the thong
of the sandale® on his feet.’

26"My brothers, yon descendants of
Abraham’s family, and others who fear
God, to us# the messape of this salvation
has been gent, T Because the residents of
Jerusalem and their leaders did not
recognize him or wnderstand the worda
of the prophets that sre read cvery sab-
bath, they fulfilled those words by con-
demning him. ZEven though they found
no cause for a sentence of death, they
asked Pilate to have him killed #Whea
they had carried out everything that was
wtitien sbout him, they took him down
from the tree apd laid him in & tomb.
2Byt God raised him from the dead;
Mand for many days be appeared to
those who came up with him from
Galilee 10 Jerusalem, and they anc now
his wiltnesses to the people. BAnd we
bring you the good news that what God
pmmisedtoournmm”helmml-
{lled for us, their chikiren, by raising
Jesus; as abso it is written in the scoond
psalm,

oGk “untis the samdals” POther anciest authoritics read “you”
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14‘1‘1:5 same thing occurred in
Iconfus, where Faul and
Barnsbsa* went into the Jewksh
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sacrifice to them.

19But Jows came there from Antioch
and Jconium and won over the crowds.
Mthnystmndl’mlmddmadﬂm
out of the city, supposing that he was
desd. ®But when the disciples sr-
rounded him, he got up and went into the
city.'lhenmdlybemanﬂmmr-
nabes to Derbe.

The Returs to Antioch in Syria

21 Alier they had prociaimed the good
nows to that city and had made many
m&qmﬁmmmenon
to Jconivm and Antioch. BThere they
strengthened the souls of the discipies

w0k be* *Or “The priest of Zeus-Ouatside-the-City” G "Mea™
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Acts 14-15

and cncouraged them to continue in the
taith, saying, “It is through many per-
secutions that we must coter the
kingdom of God.* ¥And after they had
appointed elders for them in each
entrusted them 1o the Lord in whom they
had come to believe. ’

24Then they passed through Pisidia
and came to Pamphylia. ¥When they
had spoken the word in Pergs, they went
down to Attalia. 2% From there they sailed
back to Antioch, where they had been
commended to the grace of God for the
work? that they had completed. ¥ When
they amived, they called the church
together and related afl that God had
dove with them, and how be had opened
a door of faith for the Gentiles. ¥ And
they stayed there with the disciples for
some time.

The Coumcll at Jernsalem
151'11:m cortgin  individusk came

down from Judea and were teach-
ing the brothers, “Unless you are circum-
cised acconding 1o the custom of Moses,
you cannot be saved.” 2And after Paul
and Barnabas had no small dissension
and debate with them, Paul apd Bar-
nabas and some of the others were ap-
pointed to go up to Jerusalem to discus
this question with the apostles and the
elders. 350 they were sent on their way
by the church, and as they passod
through both Phocnicia and Samaria,
they reporied the conversion of the Gen-
tiles, and brought great joy to all the
belicvers. ¢When they came to
Jerusalem, they were weicomed by the
church and the apostles and the elders,
and they repocted all that God had done
with them. 5But some belicvers who
belonged to the sect of the Pharsees
stood up and said, “Tt is pecessary for
them to be circumcised and ordered to
keep the law of Moscs.”

2Or “committed in the grace of God to the work™  sGk *brothers™
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6Thc aposties and the elders met ——

mgcﬂm'wmnsidazhis matter. 7 After
there had been much debate, Peter stood
up and said o them, “My brothers,® you
know that in the carly days God made a
choice among you, that I should be the
onc through whom the Gentiles would
bear the message: of the good newe and
become believers. $ And God, who knows
the human heart, testified to them by
giving them the Holy Spirit, just as be did
to us; *and in «lcansing their hearts by
faith be has made no distinction between
them and us. ¥WNow therefore why are
you putting God to the test by placing on
the teck of the disciples a yoke that
ncither our ancestors nor we have been
gble w bear? "MOn the contrary, we
believe that we will be saved through the
grace of the Lord Jeaus, just as they will.”
12The whole assembly kept silence,
and lstened to Barnabas and Paul as
they told of all the signs and wonders that
God had done through them among the
Gentiles. BAfter they finshed speaking,
James veplied, “My brothers? listen to
me. ¥Simeon has related how God first
looked favorably on the Gentiles, to take
from smong them a people for his name.
15This agrees with the words of the
prophets, as it is written,
W' After this 1 will return,
and I will rebuild the dweiling of
David, which bas fallen;
from jts ruins I will rebuild it,
and I will set it up,
17en that all other peoples may
seek the Lord —
cven all the Gentiles over
whom my neme has been
calied.
Thus says the Lord, who has
been making these things
®known from long ago.

¥Gk “Mca, brothery” <Other ancient authorities read “things. 1¥Known to God from of
kis works”" :
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