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“Mussolini has been sent to us by
Providence.” (p. 33} (FCw9oe
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church rejoiced. On February 13,
1929, the pope once again praised
Mussolini as the man “who was
sent to us by Providence” and
shortly after ordered the clergy to
say prayer “for the King and the
Duce” (“Pro Rege et Duce”} at the
end of daily mass.” (p. 36)
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“On August 27 (1935), when the
Italian war preparations were
running at full speed, the Pope
announced-interwoven in
many calls for reason and peace
-that a defensive war (!) for the
purposes of the expansion (T} of
a growing population could be
just and right” (#C*P Ahh.
teht, 27 (1935)
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“According to Professor
Salvemini from Harvard Uni-
versity, at least seven Italian
cardinals, twenty-nine
archbishops, and sixty-one
bishops supported the Fascist
raid (on Ethiopia) immediately,
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“...Abyssinians, who had nei-
ther gas masks nor shelters, un-
suspectingly fell victim to the
dangers of Catholic culture. Af-
ter the so-called Battle of Amba
Aradam, an Italian captain
counted more than sixteen
thousand butchered
“enemies” (Ethiopians). They
lay there, dead or half-dead,
where the skin-burning, lung-
tearing gas that was sprayed
from the air had reached them,
and they were all eliminated in
the most hygienic possible way
- that is, by flamethrowers. (p.
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“And the Pope also shared in the
“triumphant joy of the truly great
and good people about the peace,
which,” he said on May 12, 1936,
“as one may hope and agree, will
be an effective contribution, a
prelude to true peace in Europe
and the whole world”. (p 49)
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“..But all attempts to exculpate
the pope are in vain because his
own words are a testament to the
contrary. Quite apart from the
fact that the bishops can do only
what he wants. Or should they
collect gold, bless weapons, and
give martial speeches to Italy, of
all places, if the pope has banned
it? If he really desires peace? (p.
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