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“SHALL SOON WHAT?

The Concern

issue to be seen as squarely and blbllcally as possible.
Although | was prompted to write this short article
after the reading, | would like to point that the book
IS not the target. | have beforehand shared the gist of
this article with the author.

From the sermons and chapters of published books
what | gathered is that the general theme is the
same. They all state that Ethiopia, on account of
Psalms 68:31, is very special. What, really, is
special about Ethiopia? Is it the oft-repeated one
verse? Or is it the forty plus times it was mentioned
in the Bible? The overused verse A +¢&¢ hETPT ML
AIMANRC FHZO0T= And the Geez AAe%e 0
ALRY 10 ~M.ANhC - Ethiopia shall soon stretch out
her hands unto God. (Ps. 68:31) has been so
misused and overused that it lost its original intent
and meaning. At one point in the history of Ethiopia

the verse had been the motto of the country.* That
was a time of intense ill-treatment and by some
thought to be an appropriate slogan.

“Biblical Ethiopianism”

Among not a few Ethiopian preachers and writers
this verse was so dislocated out of its context that,
when it is taken back into its context, for many, it
seems out of place. This verse, as all verses of the
Scripture, should be understood and be exegeted in
its biblical setting, not in a pop understanding. It is
dismaying at how Ps. 68:31 was treated by many
Ethiopianists over the last decades.

I am not sure if the term ‘Ethiopianist’ was ever
used before. If it is something | coined, what | mean
here by ‘Ethiopianists’ is those folks who promote
the special position or ‘specialness’ of Ethiopia and

aII over the pages

Some of my readers, especially those enamored by
such sermons might have already labelled me as
some sort of bigot. Therefore, | should make clear if
I am a sort of anti-Ethiopia or some one carrying a
prejudice. No, I am not both. | am an Ethiopian by
birth and by psyche. Even though my current
earthly citizenship is of another nation | equally
love, my Ethiopian ancestry. However, | rather
heartily cherish my being a citizen of heaven (Phil.
3:20). | am not boasting of having multiple
citizenship. After all, we all are citizens of the same
globalizing world. This is, however, without
denying our Christian responsibility and allegiance
to our respective countries.

1 During the five-year Italian occupation this verse is printed on
official documents of correspondence.
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Since my foremost citizenship is heavenly, | use a
sure frame of reference to see any nation, whether it
is Israel or Ethiopia, China or Chad, past history,
current affairs, or future events. This frame is seeing
any and all things from a biblical point of view. By
‘biblical’ I mean serious Scriptural scrutiny and not
a pick-and-choose approach.

It is this deplorable pick-and-choose approach of
not a few preachers to the Bible that created the
unfortunate fallacy of Ethiopia’s being the
supplanter of Israel. The fact of Ethiopia’s divine
nomination to replace Israel has been presented as a
palatable ‘fact’ for many religious Abyssinians. For
many Evangelicals, leaders included, Ethiopia still
stands out despite local and global state of affairs.

The “broad masses’ are very gullible and easily feed
on what is presented to them. In most instances,
Chrlstlans even Evangellcal bellevers are |II|terate

A World-view and Identity Confusion

We have been wrongly told that we are God’s
chosen people. Our kings and emperors were
referred to as God’s special elect or oo
ALANAC. The latter is partly true for the Bible
teaches that all authority is bestowed from above
(Rom. 13 etc.). The way our emperors used it,
though, was as supra anointment.

We have also been told that our emperors were
specifically from the tribe of Judah, whom eternal
kingdom was promised to. Almost all Ethiopians
accept this for fact when the fable was a creation of
the 13" century. Our royal chronicles and even
history text books teach this as factual with no
encouragement of academic questioning to source
criticism.

We were also told we were the foremost cradle of

the skewed trend and curb errors, especially, in this
regard, the erroneous understanding of out of
context verses. For ‘biblical Ethiopianism’ to right
the wrong has been past overdue. By ‘biblical
Ethiopianism’ | mean to mark those who strongly
stand on a verse or two to argue our [Ethiopians’]
colourful distinction in God’s agenda.

In my opinion, this biblical Ethiopianism has sprung
for two major reasons. The first is biblical illiteracy
including the above-mentioned selective citing
approach to the verses of the Bible. This lack of
hermeneutics is a problem not only to the topic at
hand, but to all other errors. | will come back to this
point later. The second is a world-view confusion.

verse is: Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians
unto me, O children of Israel? saith the LORD.
(Amos 9:7 KJV). In fact, this is a verse many
‘Ethiopianists’ read it forward and understand
backward. They read their notions so much into the
verse that they understand it as God favours
Ethiopians more than the children of Israel. | have
read this very view clearly stated in one web site.
Next to the verse it said, “Even among the people of
Israel, the Ethiopians seem more dear to the
Almighty God.”® The verse, however, is a rebuke
to the Israelites that they had become farther away
from God as the physically far away people of

2 op/hekP Foh TPRPTG AmeTi 1% Al

3 Ben’s web page / EthiopiaFirst.com. The web page has since had a facelift
and | couldn’t locate the verse in its current setting. The rendering | quoted
is taken about 10 years ago.
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Cush. Cush at that time was considered as the
farthest corner of the world. Thus our Lord said in
Matt. 12:42 that the queen of the south came from
“the end of the world.”

Reference and Context

Yes, it is true that the term “Ethiopia’ with all its
variants has been written in 42 OIld and 1 New
Testament verses. Let us pause here and ask three
important questions:

1. Is being mentioned many times a leak-safe
warranty of God’s favour? Egypt is mentioned
more than 650 times. That is, 15 to 1. Syria more
than 120 times. Amon (present day Jordan) about
120 times. If we would show off our name in the
40 places, where would Babylon be? For even

Babylon was mentioned more than 260 times.

setting, genre, nature and the time it was written.
I will come back to this subject later in this
article. However, it suffices here to mention that
ignoring this gem of biblical hermeneutics is the
worst blunder.

3. Is the Ethiopia mentioned in Psalms the Ethiopia
of today? Who is Ethiopia in the Old Testament?
What name was used in the verses? What is it
and where is that? The name Ethiopia entered
into the Scriptures when the Greek Old
Testament known as the LXX or the Septuagint
was translated from Hebrew. About the time it
was translated, that is, between 250 and 130
B.C., the term Ethiopia represents the land and
the people known as Cush in Hebrew. It was a

respectable rendering as Ethiopia in meaning is
an equivalent to Cush.

Who Really is Ethiopia?

The name Ethiopia is coined by the Greek authors
prior to Septuagint to name the black people in
general or the people south of Egypt in particular.

The Greek Aifioy - Aithiops (made of two words

‘ethos’ and ‘opsis’) means simply ‘burnt face.” Who
has a burnt face? Look at any native African and
will get the answer. The Hebrew [hm (Cush) also
means the same thing. It meant ‘black.” When we
take the term’s narrower belt it could mean the Nile
basin south of ancient Egypt while the broader
connotation could comprise the nations and peoples
to the south of ancient Egypt. Even though the

psalms have titles attached to them giving out a
little historical background. This psalm doesn’t.
Therefore whether it was written during (and by)
David is unsure. It is, however, sound to assume the
psalm was David’s. In David’s time the alliance and
skirmishes between Cush and Egypt were well
known. After David’s it was Solomon’s golden
reign which also is the beginning of our virtual
history. The years following Solomon, truly, were
not of ideal relationship between Cush and
Israel/Judah.

This, in turn, could be a staunch challenge to
corroborate the facts of the so-called Solomonic
dynasty in Ethiopia. During Solomon’s son
Rehoboam Ethiopia allied itself with Egypt.
Although this was an alliance to curb an
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encroaching conqueror, how could Ethiopia/Cush
ally itself with a longstanding enemy of Israel in the
light of a recent ‘marriage’ of the two nations?
According to the chronicles of Kibre Negest, this
was the honeymoon period.

Only 20 or 30 years after Solomon’s death, during
the reign of Asa, the third king of Judah, the
Ethiopian king Zerah mobilized by far the largest
army in the history of that period to bring Judah
down. (2Chr. 14). It is recorded that not one soldier
returned alive. This Zerah (IfhmD GXE Zerah Ha
Kushiy) most probably and following reliable
Egyptian documents, is the third king of Egypt after
Shishak. According to a notable Bible expositor
Albert Barnes, he is Ethiopian by birth and Egyptian
by marriage.* According to another source they are
Nubian mercenaries. > With the possibility of a
wider kingdom, the war which decimated not only

special blessedness and runs thus:

ATPER UL N7 A HLT ATIC
h2750 ABUP29° Br 2145 D-CRT ..

AA AFEXP PFLma) QO @ 907 PATTIL: 9%
POtHavZ avpag® YL AA? W28 THLE OHATT (LUPY
ARESP W28 vt k. PePPor AhPhAOt R
NeLAt INC! AFT&P Norgh& P40 ot OH 1LH
tmPant: Fehe ety T IR Pt OF
AT AT RS U9 1S WTAATLA0 (LaPANTE
aph®  WPrt TRT LAP ANSPES LD
PHILOTFD W7LTLNH ATD-ASA? AIPAN:

ASTTP° ATERED-LT LA (1024, F18AATU-=
0e.2:12

4 Albert Barnes' Notes on the Bible. Albert Barnes (1798-1870),
Electronic reference.

5 The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Gaebelein, Frank. E. ed. Pp. 486-
7.

PATCLP &G ALenik AfU: 07.3:7

AILU7T PHOvl/PamiPd HTI6 AAPU-IPE AANTIU-9P: LV
AGe 1P AQHAPCIP: A% P ARILANHAC Ah 200C
AT WIRUPTF PUA (L1147 1@+ FCIme: eUTYY TTIA
AUT ANATID- NG WPFCT T (k. FehS
N7 FR Féh A7 PO A ANdC [AT9.00-97]
ANGAT TR WGT avgolme 10+ 0 1% 4+ F AL
erAAt A4t 1o (107 97 [OHY Her?] AFeRe ha-9?
o NFRT  ARIMANKC  PFAPT  ALLATYP:
AILANAC ALY HoPY A2 hH F 10 PA@-: Q9P
QhCata L9° ¢HPE@ NCOLLET MHA 10 ANC-hATP
ATo (Y Heey QhCata Ohd 10 PAILANAC @17
PR [nret  Govdt 04F] AT &4 1%
[EthiopiaFirstcom] A2 A& 9:7 +mPd AFCXLD-L7
NANGHAD-PT  LAP  AAIIHANKC PCNGT  Ptavlm
DPCFOT X6 WSF A1&T N0D-8. POM RIANT aoP-
Alv1Lav7:

WY Otenlé L9 agh& P40 (HPT G399
NATEEe NF AgPT 0%\ v QATLPID- Y70

2 Mm = nth: Y@ P

ARTCI® TINF AT NOPRLAD- Hovy  RIHY  1CTF
A7291.5% TGO PO PC PNt 10 PHG - jo-
Thhd? P& ©La H9960? P 10+ Fhhd:'

As slightly noted in the excerpt, God has spoken
about future events. Some are specific and some are
general. Some have already been fulfilled and some
yet await their appointed time. But the teachings on
the imminent spiritual renewal and blessedness of
Ethiopia and its being set-apart from all other
nations of the earth begs for detailed critical
inspection. Especially, in light of the doctrine of the
last things, the special position of Ethiopia and
Ethiopians is a sure far-fetched teaching.

6 ngn NAG ACh PHHIE CFHLT A.80G aoRhGs
7 .40 AHTISPT €. | A avHav-CF MART PPN PhGL avAl P
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Psalms 68:31

Before | zoom in Ps. 68:31, | would like us have a
panoramic view of the wverses in which
Ethiopia/Cush is mentioned. With some overlaps,
out of the 42 verses (that is excluding Ps. 74:14
which doesn’t have anything to do with Ethiopia in
the original tongue) 17 are factual verses that state
geographical location and the people in general
terms. 17 are historical in essence telling facts about
Ethiopia(ns) in the past, or as they were, at the time
of chronicling them. That leaves us with the rest 8
or 9 that could be termed as future at the time of the
writing. That the verses spoke about the future at
the time of their writing does not necessarily make
them future forever and for all readers of all time.
We could read prophecies retrospectively as future,
but they are no longer prophecies awaitin

The glaring question is, “Does Ethiopia possess a
special category in God’s economy and future
events?” According to the very recent book I
mentioned in my entry paragraph, the answer would
be a resounding ‘yes.” | am not capitalizing on the
book. But its similitude with Ethiopianist preachers
on the particular verse has a tone of implausibility.
The book, as the many sermons we may have
listened to, is a celebration of Ethiopia’s special call
and lofty position which is derived from and circles
around Ps. 68:31.

If this verse is a positive and yet-to-be-fulfilled
prophecy, when would the time of its fulfilment be?
Has Ethiopia / Cush ever stretched her hands to
God? Was there a time in our history that this
country or its people surrendered to God? What are
the factors to think the time of stretching of hands is
now? History and Scriptures tell us that there was

no nation on earth that surrendered to God. Not
even Israel as a nation. The closest they were was at
Mount Sinai. Even then it was very short-lived.
Their rebellious nature made them traverse the
wilderness if Zin for 38 years until all unbelievers
died. Their entry into Caanan didn’t make them
faithful either. Except for scattered revivals the
overarching picture of the nation was generally
religious but unfaithful.

History also attests no nation surrendered to the
rulership of God at any point in time. Not during
Constantine when entire armies and citizens
marched to rivers to be baptized. Not in the
reformation periods of course. Not now. This is not
pessimism. God does not force Himself on any
nation as a cosmic rapist. He is a God of love that
wins hearts.

a text be elevated to the theme of a book or a
sermon, the same should be examined as thoroughly
as resources allow. What is the context of Psalms
68:31? This psalm is a triumphal song unto the
Lord. It starts with the words Moses said in Num.
10:35 as he starts a journey with God leading His
people. This psalm has phrases announcing enemies
being scattered and flee from Him; being driven like
smoke and melted like wax; earth trembling; kings
of armies fleeing; kings being scattered; captives
being led away; heads of enemies being smitten and
crushed; their blood being spilled; enemies being
licked by dogs’ tongue, etc.

It is amidst such upper hand on enemies that
Ethiopia is mentioned as stretching hands to God.
The immediate verse preceding this is a plea to
rebuke the people who delight in war. The picture
of Cush at the period of the writing, as stated
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earlier, is that of belligerent. Its lot would not be
expected to be other than what is outlined in the
chapter.

It is pleasing to think of the stretching as hands as of
prayer and supplication and acknowledging of the
One true God. But reading contextually, it most
obviously is a stretching of hands in surrender and
defeat.

I believe in addressing a nation in general and
God’s people in particular as a responsibility of
Christian leaders. | equally firmly believe it is
required of Bible teachers to present the Word of
God as what it is, God’s Word, without
preconceived notions.

Does God have a special nation, people, or country
at this dispensation? What does the New Testament

M \ o NN N NNe Nhenn

Ethiopians are not unique and peculiar. We are just
a nation amongst hundreds or thousands like us. We
are the drop among the gentiles in the equation
“Jews and Gentiles.”

If there was any good that we received as a whole
nation, it is not because of us. It is in spite of us and
because of God’s unfailing loving-kindness.
Ethiopians in general, are a God-fearing people. A
great majority of this very religious people has
acute lack of biblical understanding that could lead
to the knowledge and acceptance of the true faith:
faith in Jesus Christ.

If we beguile our people with the fallacy of their
spiritual status, we are not doing justice to the Word
of God. Neither are we doing justice to the people
we consider dear and think we are sharing the
greatest news with.

Telling our gullible people we are special and
showers of blessings are just above our heads ready
to burst is not tantamount to praying for revival,
blessing, and brokenness. It is not calling upon in
supplication for open doors and hearts for the
gospel and hands that are stretched to receive it.
May God help us to understand the difference and
firmly stand for the timeless truths in His Word.

© Ezra L S/ Zelalem Mengistu - Oct. 2010.
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