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Ead Flmdnlnulism = Protestant : movement d:stmgmshed by its membcrs
fazlh in the literal truths and teaching of the Bible.

#¢ Charismatic = One who believes in demonstrations of c#am-ma, Greek for
gifts, in reference 1o gifts of the Holy Spirit.
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ABBA YOHANNES

I was born on October 22, 1960 in Pontiac, Michigan the first of two
sons to John Edward and Katharine Spehar. I grew up in the
communities of Pontiac and Waterford, Michigan, which are suburbs of
Detroit. During the summers my mother, brother and I went to my
matemnal grandparents large dairy farm in Northern Michigan, where we
worked the entire summer; so I experienced both city and country life.

After graduatmg from High School I attended College in Ann
Arbor Michigan in order to be able to teach at Secondary Education
level. After teaching in a large Parochial School (I(-B grades) in Detroit
for a number of years, I moved to Arizona.

In 1986 I entered the Monastic Life within the Latin Church and
was tonsured a monk of the Benedictine Order uinder the name of
Francis Benedict. I received my theological education in Holy
Incarnation Monastery and St. Paul’s Seminary as well as with the
Society of Jesus, (Jesuits) a Catholic Religious Order of men.

In July ofl987lwasordalnedaDeaconandayearlater
ordained to the priesthood in the Catholic Church; 1 continued to live in
the monastery as a monk who was also a priest. In March of 1990 I was
approached by a group of men (some clergy) who bad serious concerns
with the Catholic Church being faithful in her teaching of the Ancient
Apostolic faith. This prompted us all to do an in depth study of the
historical Church founded at Pentecost. Our conclusions led us to the
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Orthodox Church and in particular to the most ancient of these
Churches, the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church.

About four years ago I had the great fortune to meet Father
David Jolly, who is a Priest of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church. He introduced me to Kesis Asteraye and Abba Thomas of the
Ethiopian Church in Kansas City, Kansas. There I received instruction in
the faith, history and traditions of the Ethiopian Church. During a three-

year friendship Kesis Asteraye, Father David and Abba Thomas.

introduced me to His Eminence, Abune Yeshaque, who has been a very
concerned Spiritual father in my search. -

After having been received into the EOTC-and ordained to the
Priesthood, I feel what must have been the same excitement felt at
Pentecost. With the help of the Holy Spirit and throughyour prayers and

.encouragement I hope to bring the Ancient and Apostolic faith as
professed by the EOTC to my fellow Americans who have long been in
. darkness. .
' Afier Pentecost the Holy Gospel of the Lord Jesus burmed across
+ three continents. Let us all pray that the Holy Spirit who breathed ‘upon
the Apostles on that day may through the EOTC breath the Orthodox
faith upon the hearts, minds ‘and souls of our fellow Americans.
Seeking your prayers of intercession before Our Lord Jesus
Christ and His Holy Mother Mary. ’
Abba Yohannes — June 14, 2004
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The sim& thoughts that cross my mind when one asks,

why I am here. .

My name is Tanya; I am 24 years of age, born and raised in

. Baltimore, Maryland with a Catholic background. Due to my

independent spiritual nature, my life began to grow. At the age of 22 1
bought my own house, a lot of my time is spent gardening, reading, and
listening to music. These past times helped e to meditate upon what |
really seek in life: true happiness. What else is there? I mean, all good
things lead to happiness, even love is happiness. But more than that, 1 as
a created human being have roots. I will better find myself when [ find
my roots. Life is more than what is here and now. Life started long ago,
and frora the very first seed that God planted, there is the beginning of
my family tree. This is family to me. This is life.

Reading the scriptures has brought me closer to reality than ever
before.  Not necessarily reading about the lives of the people, but rather,
seeking God’s message in every story mentioned. My life is spent
seeking out the hidden truths, in turn just making life make sense. Now,
I could truly go on and on about how I got here, but the important thing
is, why T am still here. By here | mean the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church. Church meaning a dwelling for God, Tewahedo
meaning God in the flesh, Orthodox meaning the right belief, and
Ethiopian because it is the oldest most unchanged and righteous
Christian way. _

I started my journey with Faith, knowing the existence of God.
God created me, and for this, I love God, and will follow in his right
ways. Following this righteous path is what makes me whole; this is
what truly makes me happy. ..o, '

Now that that is said and done, I must add just a few things. My
orthodox name is Fikirta Sellasi¢, this means the love of the trinity.
also have a great love for the land of Ethiopia that I see as'a very sacred
land that is mentioned in the scriptures time and time again. Also from
Ethiopia there was born a great leader by the name of Haile Sellasie I.

TANYA (FIKRTA SILLASIE) May 2005
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