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UNCLASSIFIED
AMEMBASSY KAMPALA IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY MOGADISHU IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDTATE
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI IMMEDTATE
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE
DIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE
USCINCCENT MACDILL AFE FL IMMEDIATE

CONFIDENTTI AL SECTION 02 OF 03 ADDIS ABABR 02492
PARIS FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY COHEN

E.O0. 12356: DECL: OADR
TAGS: PREL, ASEC, ET
SUBJECT: COUP IN ETHIOPIA - MENGISTU CELEBRATES HIS

MINISTRY OF DEFENSE) ESCAPED FROM THE MINISTRY OF
DEFENSE AND ARE STILL AT LARGE. {WE DECLINED
KUMLACHEW' S REQUEST FOR ASYLUM AT THE EMBASSY
YESTERDAY . )

11. WE NOW BELIEVE THAT FANTA BELAY MAY STILL BE
ALIVE AND IS BEING INTERROGATED. GENERAL TESFAYE
CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL
PAGE 02 ADDIS 02492 02 OF 03 2010242

GEBRE-KIDANE WHO WE ORIGINALLY THOUGHT WAS INVOLVED
IN THE PLOT, PRESIDED OVER THE DEFENSE MINISTER' S
FUNERAL AND IS RUMORED TO BE THE MAIN CANDIDATE

TO SUCCEED HIM

12. WE HAVE REPORTS OF TRUCKLOADS OF DEAD BODIES BEING
TAKEN TO CEMETERIES ON THE ENTOTC HILLS BEHIND THE
BRITISH EMBASSY. WE ARE TRYING TO CHECK THAT OUT
NOW. BUT WE HAVE HEARD THAT THE SECURITY SERVICES
HAVE NOT GIVEN THE KEBELLES A GREEN LIGHT TO RUN
AMOK. AS WE HAVE FEARED.

13. WE CONTINUE TO GET REPORTS OF THE ENTHUSIASM
WITH WHICH THE PALACE SECURITY UNIT WENT INTO ACTION.
A UN OFFICIAL SAID THAT ON TUESDAY HE WATCHED A LINE
OF TANKS ROAR DOWN THE HILL PAST THE HILTON TOWARD
THE AIRPORT AT TOP SPEED. ONE WENT OUT OF CONTROL ,
CRASHED THROUGH A HEDGE AND PLUNGED THIRTY FEET

DOWN INTO THE GHION HOTEL GARDEN. THE DRIVER GOT

UNCILASSIFIED
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