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Septembar 5, 1986

The Honorable Bsrhanou Dinke

. 8l6 Clark Avenue - §C

Jeffarson City, Missouri 65101
Dear Friend and Brother:

Thank you for your note and your booklet sent to your
daughter on her birthday. I'm sure it is a treacure
she will always appreciata.

You were set apart for a time in history, in a way I

do not understand. I know you to be a messenger of the
most High God who will always remain faithful to his
calling. I am glad to know of your personal peace, your
dedication to freedom, and your love of your country and
its people.

Thank you for continuing to think of me.

Gincergly, _
’ .

Ny

Harold E. Hughes
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Berbanou Dinke

February 13, 1986

Tsedale B. Dinke
Washington, D.C.

My dearest daughter:

You may be surprised or confounded when on the accasion of your birthday,

you receive this becklet as a gift from your father. T have te explain
the reason:

Some time ago, a friend of mine, Alo Tafese Worku, lgoking through

alil my papers, accumulated during the past twenty years, had suggested
to me to compile some of my writings, and to publish them in book
form, These consist of:

1} In Search of Truth, a monthly paper, published for nine
years [1965-1974);

2) Letters to: Emperor Haile Sellasie and his prime minister
Ak1ilu Hapie Wold;

i} Appeais to the Pope, Lord Bertrand Russell, Gr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and other worid figures;

4) Essays, tracts, and poens.

1 asked my friend why [ should publish them, His answer was: "They
would be a priceless inheritance to your children." At this remark,
| bursted in-to & roaring laughter and [ said in an ironic tane,
"Thank you for your {nvaluable adyice.,”

Then, quite recently, another friend asked me to send him a copy of
my letter addressed to the Emperor in Jume 1965. Although the letter
had been published in the Amharic Newspaper, Addis Zemen, just a few
days after the overthrow of the Emperor, I could not locate its

copy among my writings. Consequently ] was dumbfounded to discover
that [ had also lost many of my papers in the pracess of my constant
maving and changing houses. At this point ] remembered Tafese's
suggestion, 1 thought he was right and it would not be & bad idea

to publish the remaining of my writings before they entirely
disappeared and thems to pass them on to you. Of course, in our
present world which tends to emphasize the primagy of material values,
to call these writings "a priceless inheritance” would indeed be
ridiculous. MNevertheless I feel and I am almost certain they will be
of some value, at least, to you who have bean affected by the events
resulting from the political action I have undertaken,

I remember with deep appreciation the priceless gift my father
bestowed upon me. 1 do not mean his material possessions, even
though he gave me a great part of them - more than any of his
children. But I am not talking right now about materia) possessions.
These are perishable and have n¢ lasting utility as recent events
have proved beyand the sligist doubt. What I have in mind now is
the spiritual value which many of us could not urderstand ar
appreciate,

*



Paye Two

Because of his christfan faith and deep insight into the human nature,
and above allofhis poetic perception of the world, my father had lon?
espoused a philosophy of 1ife which he was trying to inculcate within
the circle of our family. He told me over and over again that tha
simpler I make my 11fe the wore free I become and the happier I 1ive.
But +t took me a lang time to appreciate this idea.

One day I was reading Epictetus’ The Oiscourses and Manual. Under the
title "Freedom from Fear®, this stoic phllosopher made a strong
jmpression on my thinking, and reminded me what my father was telling
me all the time. Of course my father did not read Epictetus, and he
had no need te¢ quote him while he was expounding his philasophy of
1ife to me. But I de. Epictetus sald elsewhere, *All philosophy lies
in two words: sustain and abstain.”

Had it not been for this philosophy of simple 11fe based on *sustain
ard abstain" I would not have survived all these difficulties I

have encountered when I opposed the autocratic rule of Emperor

Haile Sellasie and later on those ruthless oppressors who called them-
selves Durg and whom I fittingly dubbed Machlavelltan socialists
because of their pretention that they represent the cosmmon people.
Indeed these twenty years were truly the most mesningful time of my
life in which I had to test my faith: time of trial and challenge,

Many pecple often ask me what 1 have accomplished with all these
resistance and verbal attacks. HNever mind for the moment about the
result or no result at all of the struggle I have made. This Is

. beyond my control, and it 1s not for we to judge. But one thing is
sure. Despite the pain I experience about the situation in my
country and especially the serious health problem of my daughter,
Yemisaratch, 1 have learned to live a simple 1ife which has greatly
helped me to compose myself. I have always experienced frasdom and
peace in the midst of a chaotic situation. I often smile and laugh as
if nothing awful has happened in wy life.

Thank God! I have always been free and independent. In my exile,

ne boss had to dictate me; no Jeb offer had to lure me; no money had
to induce me to compromise my principle; no threat had to frighten me;
no slander had to discourage me; no socfal 11fe had to distract me; no
loneliness had to cause me the pain of being alone; no 111-will had

to discomfort me. You know why? Beczuse I have learned to live a
simpte 1ife, and trust the gternal God and not the mortal and
changeatle man. I do nit envy people because they have high-paying
jabs, secial position and economic and political power. What I woitld
love very much is to emulate a man who has found “the bread of life"
as the Galilean put it [Johm 6:35) - a man of principla, courage, and
wisdom. 1 dislike those so-called idealists who simply enjoy playin
with high-sounding words, but their 1ives ara empty. You find them in
all realms of 1ife: religion, politics and other professions. In
general I hate hypocr¥ and opportunism.

This 4s the kind of fnheritance, dearest Tsedals, I want to pass on to
you: Live simply. Don't worry about what people think of you. Don't
try to be beautifu), but just be. After all besuty 15 not that

which attracts to the eyes. The real beauty is within. It moves

the heart and exalts the spirit, {f you apply to yourself the

Page Three

philosophy of simple Vife, you will be the most independent and
happiest person in the mr‘-ld. I have tried it for mnty yezrs. and
1t works miraculouslyl

As to the papers in the booklet, I do not know how to advise what
to do with. Perhaps you keep them 2s a souvenir, or you willyg:dde
one day to write your own experience using these papars as source
materials, You should not worry about being original when and 1f -
you write. There is no such thing as original in what men prodyce.

I remember the greatest German poet and the author of Faust. Goethe
satd: "The most griginal authors are not so becavse they advance what

is new, but because they put what they have to say as if it had
never been said before.®

Good luck, my dearest, and God bless you.

Your loving father,

-

T Could Al Dublish ax Wiy Pepers. Ty

Yoo hsh T wik Wil it "
-

3.14.
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