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Languages hamng missing or changing previQus consonant or-
ders, vowels, pronouns, stress, phonological, morphologzcal and
syntactic features can be traced back to older forms in manu-
seripts... having earlier characteristics. In the oldest Gospels (GGMS
and GIMS), some of the proper names of the Ethiopic - letters and

their meaning can be reconstructed as follows:
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The Ge’ez letters are called hohtvat PUFF: because of 1£,6:. They are
also called alephat {Dlefat] Ad4.7  because of aleph AA¥: AA4: |

known as a cow (ox?)} in Geez in Ge'ez but later in the translation of the Bible
the term AANF is changed into Ah#° as in psalm 8:7 (<A P0%: D
ANMI T = RL: DAL/ “All sheep and oxen,yea,and.the beasis of the
Jield.” /. Agaih, Ge'ez Ach¥” also refers to bread A%9%! Betelhem means the
house of bread. Again, AA¥: is the name of God New: A9%4h: PLsIP:
frev 1:8 21:6 22:13). Here, AAVH: is given to Christ /BCNFA: AAF: £ Aguin,
FOVLL PRA is also ANE- APt AANG: a0 PR 4T AN
AL PAMNZ A4 (Ethiopic synaxarium of January/T'(: 24 and Psalm
12:3.) (As explained by the researcher) - _

One in_teres;ting Sfinding in the Gospel.of bba Garima is the preservation of
the term 2788, In the Gospel (St Matthew: 4:2) .773A {camel} is used instead
of the present 7ov4., .The English translation is : “And the same John
had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leather girdle about his loins;
and his meat was locusts and wild honey.” At the same time, we
find the equivalent of calf 1 in the prophecy of Ezkiel 1:7, “And their
feet were straight feet; and the sole of thier feet was like the sole of
a calf’s foot: and they sparkled like the colour of burnished brass.”
In the Bible, the names of the letters of the alphabet are ordered
before each song in psalm 118 (119) and in the lamentation of the
prophet Jeremiah. Now, the names are influenced by sound change
and can give different meanings. And the Ethiopic letters hold
different meanings based on the related word. They each start with
a letter each. However, the meaning of the changed name is not
secular. «Unfortunately,» the ongmal meaninig of JFars ('f'ﬁ’ ;) is

alse related to the Cross.

"Ambaric A% is also refated o AT,

? As alpha is to mean the begining .Ethiopic Jetters have relations with numerals. Hencc this relation of letters and numerals is
used in writings and communication.

! Now days the meaning is also changed into ‘devotion'.
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Numerals:

Numerals: As mentioned above, Ge’ez numerals have relations
with Ethiopic alphabets.* Sometimes the Gospel in />bba Gsrima
doesn’t use the symbols ( ) { ) at the top or the bottom of the nu-

meral .

GGMS/ GCTP/ GGMS/ GCTP/
GIMS GPTP GIMS GPTP
1 'l 2 i i )
2 I3 £ g 7
3|7 £ 7 7
5 1 £ £ ¢ Z
6 Z £ /b 7
8 x & ¥ ¥
g 7 # & £
10 I g Il £
11 Vid 14 & &
12 2~ ¥4 i F1d
13 rd A il ZF
14 v g F Exg
15 g 1é & i
16 v A2 il pid
17 rd 72 I 4
18 F ix 7 Iydd
19 Vi iE Vidd Nddd
20 & 3 T TP
21 F ol A4 e Niddd
22 | & i€ i PEPRPP
23 F F.74
24 Fid F)
25 Vi £E :
26 At b.x3
27 Fd F.x4
38 A AT
29 Fd Vi

‘InGe'ez , citations of alphabers begin in letters wgether with numerals and cardinals

9
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7 . Shows the present mathematical number system having

power such as 102,

BUE TAUN WAOFE AIST IC A 3330
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ALTI ALK AT (ATRILEL PAPRE Adre RIZPTI «OALA»
AT LFAN: '

Phonemes in Ge’ez
, Consonants:

The Ge’ez letters are most of the time called syllabary. The let-
‘ters can also be consonants that are not vocalized that is to say in
the sixth order. In this concept, the letters can also be called alpha-
bets..

Although some of the sounds can not be known clearly, orthographically
they followed the proper way of writing. The Complexity, of putting the letters in
a word is not shown. However, one can guess that.similar preservation was kept
in the sibilants like in the laryngeals and the pharyngeals. Although in the lin-
guistic history of Ge ez ilself, certain phonemes become confused in the pronun-
ciation, one will notice that quite several Ge ez phonemes cor;'espond to one Am-
haric phoneme. Although the pronunciation cannot be now known with certainty,
'‘Ge'ez’ or Ethiopié seems to have remained the spoken language even afier the
end of the Aksumite Empire. This could be parallel with Amharic and/ or other
Semitic languages of Ethiopia. The nature and placing of stress in Ge'ez is to
some extent known in the imperfect form of the verbs, based on the GGMS rather

than the unvocalized inscriptions.

Development of vocalization in Ge’ez and some significant sound changes
Vowels: i
Vocalic correspondences
In Semitic in general, there existed six vowels. ®

Short long
2 a
i i
u u

2 is preserved in Ge’ez
i disappeared and the sixth order becomes #

17




a remained fourth.

" { remained third.
u remained_second.

The fivth e is derived form the Semitic ay, however, the present
pronunciation does not give any definite indication of the quality
and quantity of the Ge’ez vowels at the time when the language
was spoken. Nevertheless, etymologically Amharic:

2(A) corresponds to Ge'ez a
u(A) corresponds to Ge'ezu
ith) corresponds to Ge’ez i
a(4) corresponds to Ge'ez a
e() corresponds to Ge'eze
#(A) corresponds to Ge'ez ¢

o(A) corresponds to Ge'ez o5

Vowels:
X~ 4 /fpreserved in accusatives and in some cases. 1L Pmfle L9°%

770001/

A i

A —-L/ASR

A 4

fo b /R

A —/B/AAN

A A2 :

Some changes (vowel shifts) in the pronunciation of Ge’ez

A 4 a m X-f
> - w Ha~ fF
A >BE- i m gR- 1,
4> h-a M4 -1
A> R e HE -1
A> V4 o -1
A> 2 .wo 2 n

5 This is. true for Amharic speakers, not for other language spéakers.
18
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As indicated above, in the place of the vowels /A and A, other Ge'ez
words: A@~ and A corespond to the proto-Semitic Ad+ and AL, neverthe-
less Aa@r and AL have a diferent meaning in Ge'ez. Unfortunately, they preser-
eved the sounds of 4 and A which are still pronunced as Adr and AL’ re-
spectively. The semi -vowels £ and - show changes according to the mouth
of the speakers of the language. The semi -vowels and the other letters that

have the character of the vowels: chit/):}:A4:0: are characterized by the follow-
ing changes: '

L hnfinitive . oYL o I

: Al AAR
2. perfective - nuva > Avn PNA/ R F AN
3. Imperfective 1000 > 140N
Folll> IV
4. Loss in the mid un > EhaA

All the changes that we see above were kept or ‘were unseen in the oldest
manuscripts and were pronunced as consonants, not as kinds of semi vowels;
but, sometimes, they take the sound of the semi vowels in a half manner, as &%
@i Fre.,.,

 Examples: .

Imperfect ' L738: : > LI

Noun 758: > 73E/R:

Gerund B At > A7

DEPF?: > DA F: sometimes

Prepositions HL > H 2 LA > A4
Number AhcfFF : > ARCP? : T AP > AP
Possession AZPARE > ATPMLP -
Definite article _ DCP= DL : the Gold
Adverbs Nvt: > Qchd:
Imperative/jussive AP : > AP :sometimes
Verb to have nr: : > 1
Noun A& > QA

“har means ‘or’ ;and AP means * what?
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Proper noun:

& > eud):

AALEA: > AARPA;

FoPl: > Sd#1:
§h: > o
ACAF < | > ACaz :
A 7T00: > AL
P > T F):
ABnhr: = BV

“Radicals, except the gutturals and the semi vowels are changed into the
sixth / fourth / fifth or first orders, depending on the position of the gutturals and
the semi vowels. As a result, they influenced the general structure of the lan-
guage, if compared to the period of Aksum. Laryngeals and pharyngeals... are
physiologically connected with the vowel of tone a, and this is why in post Ak-
sumite Ge'ez, a well known rule is working ,according to which every a ( first
order ) becomes a (4" order) if its syllable is closed by laryngeal; of course this
rule does not occur in GGMS, because laryngeals, connected with vocalic tone,
have nothing to do with vocalic length (the only distinguishing A and O at that
epoch); but this rule is operating in the fragmentary Ge'ez inscriptions of Aksum,
so that the passage from vocalic quantity to vocalic quality in Ethiopic can be
dated at least to the first part of the 6" ¢. A.D. "(Taken from unpublished text/
note of Professor Paolo Marrassini) )

In the infinitive, adjectives, noun formation...processes, Ge'ez
Jollowed its own steps since the period of Aksum. It is known that words men-
tioned above, were expressed in the form of the first radical rather than the forms
seen after vocalization. However, it does not mean that the words were not mean-
ingful. Even today, words that are expressed in the first order can give a mean-
ingful idea. And almost all the verbs of Ge'ez are expressed and written in the
perfect form and all of them are meaningful. In Ge'ez, insertion of vowels played
an important role to see the present forms of words. Some other words are the
opposite of the present forms and meanings, and some of the words are pre-
served in the present Ge'ez( in the currently preserved Geez) or Amharic .
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Even though there are some variations in Ge ez and iis forms that give am-
biguous meaning, sometimes they are compi omised with a certain stvie of pro-
nunciations: high level, low level, acute, grave accent and extra short.

Some of the sounds of the words in the Aksumite period are inserted and
pronunced as follows : In unvoiced, the midia radical, > > a. *04C >
AR In the unvoiced (before 0), 2 > a ( &% > Li-gemi)¥::).In the

second radical, 2 > § or ¢ and its impact in noun, adjective,

phonology, syntax, word formation and morphology was very
common *a0€APF >amLAD-::. In the second radical, because of A/ #

>3 fmorphology) *A3 > AMN%:. In the 3rd radical, because of w1, # >

Y i (auRan eI amRih::). Because of @ DL () > LhDC::
(Now Pha@C). y + 2 > e. Eg. Buw (fify) > Ly (EHEZ): zenowe.
However, flA®@A > LAMD4 and (FA > ENELA have preserved fl::. The
function of 4 is to make compound nouns and prepositions. :: First
radical, because of A: '

l.o >4
25 s#P wpt = R A > FHAD DA

=5 +2 >Q0a = f7¢ =rhdfnow) (chi) = AL ( Now

AC):0=5 +wa >eMiNDN) > ML :ii=a +y >e (Now Afl) 41
(PN F) (in Tigrinya, it means “to climb”) 4 :: (Now 4. In some
words, like the imperfect of 8AN = BRAA : A seems to be
geminated, although the pronunciation cannot be known now with
certainty. On the basis of those changes one can be sure that Ge'ez
or Ethiopic remained the spoken language until the end of the
Aksumite Empire in the ninth century.

The pronunciation, the nature and placing of stress in Ge'ez can
be known in the imperfect form of the verbs based on the GGMS.

The nature and placing of stress in Ge’ez can also be known
from the traditional pronunciation of nouns, prepositions --- used in

Ethiopia
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In the case of geminating of Ge’ez consonants, similar indicators
are found as of the nature and placing of stress in Ge’ez. High level
tone includes imperfect, jussive, subjunctive {but not the 2nd person
plural, in the perfect forms), words not having ¢~7¥77% at the end
and words that end with the first order. Adverbs, except UF are high
level acute, With the exception of A37"? and @A +7% all pronouns (If
they do not change themselves from the sixth order to the first order
for the purpose of the accusative) are high level. It seems that
almost all the Ge’ez words were pronunced with high level. This is
because almost all of the words were written in the first order for
there was no vocalization. If the message is transmited /the action
is done for the 3rd person to the other person in the imperfect and
perfect forms but Ge’ez experienced phonological, morhpological
and syntactic changes through the passages of time. The time of
changes that Ge'ez experianced cannot be known, but can be
stated from the Aksumite period in which Ge’ez “started” to be
vocalized. The following points can give basic features of the
changes in Ge’ez.

Unvocalized:
Inscription in3rdC. AD. AD AD AD Site
DL 3D ARAUIP [GDR king of Aksum/ Ethiopia and south Arabia

(A.J.Drewes, 1965)
The letters are written in alphabetic way. They were wrilten in the sixth

order and they might be pronunced with the vowel +. It is very dificult to
give the fevel of pronuncation in this case.

Unvocalized:

inscription in3rdcA.D. Site

N harat HAL Matera
ATH AAy w
Ailfl TRt AD
ANEr RN

(E.ullendortff,1951)
22




The letters are written in the first order. The level of the pronunciation seems to
be under the high level. It seems that they w.re written as a syllable.

semi vocalized.:

Inscription in the 4rthc.A.D. _ Site
AL [FOFn ' Meroe
IV oL/ m

(F.L. Griffith) (DAE, VOL,P.50)

In this inscription, we see semi vocalized letters and the development of
 writings, according to the pronuncation. Again, the pronuncation in | level
seems io be very common.

Here, we can be sure that Ge'ez is not only a literary language rather it was
also a spoken language. And a Ge'ez word could have come into Amharic from
curriculum Ge'ez or from a spoken Ge’ez or from literary works (mosily). We
can also note that the Ge'ez loan words could have come into Amharic through
the medium of the spoken Semitic Ethiopic, like Tigrigna, Tigre.

Localization of sounds and meanings
Many scholars believe that the Greek word has been lent into Ge'ez which

- has no /pY, and so many Amharic speakers pronunce the word as p, with the
nearest native equivalent, /b/, but others carefully pronunce the word with /p’/.
But, sometimes we see nativization. Examples: Aarf=t > fNara=:: TH% >
dah:: TIoo- > £ Fov:; We can also see localization in other words afier a
time. Jo7wd- (Tyre) > 79°4:7 Adwd” (bread) >Ah#: U > Ui 4
>808

Some loan words were taken from other Semitic languages,
also and especially form Greek (not semitic} and Hebrew... for items

found in the common Judaeo christian culture of Ethiopia. E.g:

Greek Hebrew
Sonape N5z lbma Neov:
pantenawi AL TE: sabakoton MP72F

"The word Pewg rowadays holds another meaning which maans “‘absolwtely'’. For ‘Fowd- (Tyre) present Ge'ez  texts
use M ’ T
! fccording to kidane Wald , these words do not show much sound and form  differences from Hebrew lunguage . probabhy
Jrom which they are borrowed. As we see, they ure inclined to be written in the first order as of the Axumite inscriptions.
How Ge ‘ez borrowed these words from the Greek language is the question of the researcher.
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According to Abk’a Kidana Wald the pronunciation of the word
sabak'atan in Hebrew is sabakatani. k has spirantization k'>k. But, it
is not‘ reliable because Hebrew has k' sound than the Greek. May
be voiceless k > to the k' in the Greek translation or from voiceless
Greek k > to the voiced Ethiopic k'. In any case, it is out the area of

the writer qf this research. The Greek ones are however clear.

BUEL PTAY LEA PCX ADP 9°0A+

U - +F 7% T fmd e4n0d 0C

A - PF A AC TG RSN, Pmed- hagk 4L G

- PT AT AM° AL ML RFha WG

v - ML PImer A§ hiZ% hea noee} Egoe aopppt pPovy,

7% - ASMN@ QTS WLLEA RhA PFPPeH MC Aah IEFa NGEA
e .

w . kith IETO hGA HoPY PImoe G- K38 « a0,

N - - AT LINANTETE REA Heed Rha 275 9C

P - MR 4L PA AT PTTFO 9% OL 4 PHL «F>7F
PLamOn G | |

0 - ¢ A7% KA KRG $a4 H0C

T - A% 0L 6 PHG WG

1 - A% @R U FTE PO RTCT LoonA WC

h - % A% h3ha RS fidé 10C

T - «»T Lo £ YIC

UL FATPAL Erdit £BA PP

& &AL8T 07770 AL €Tt hag Y §Fo-

£ TET LEAT MOYE OSEFD 0o (0vp 1Y GO
[$I@IQiP AG 8/ |

£ 0m9° re+F7 hAL AL heT TY0 ATIFAT /9°00-0 AG o/
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U5 PARRE HE AT PCX

. PCHam T phamt KRG PR ATar Trvd a2m? 710hAT TPVt
. 06T PO RS YT

. CET- QAT 0L FF A'Tvd PHG

OWR m

SUT. ANt PR PESL PRALA HooGT .
How}y W3 - P3IFPT (LhO-ATT (€398 AL PPIRG PAILS Phl ARRG
e} Hat - PURIC Hovy TiEEY-1679
Hooy #0t - PN ARRE TOPT-TF

0y e

¥
Hooy Dt - ¢ AE MmO K&
LA Hovy - [A)IEF @ HonY hooTR Teat CRAS 0LTRT
L2150 Witv9™i '
V. HAn
A LEF

SUTE PCR Q#TCT
5 - PRTRAN PCH ADh TIF0 NEA Hood

¢ - P2k T Adh T35 @ hsa nood
T - 0t “1003 Anh IZ5 @ haea nory
i - ANT7 0L «1» ? PPN RS P L4

Some ancient manuscripts of Ethiopc are used in this work. Here, I would
like to acknowledge Uhlig. However, his work did not consider mauscripts of the

Aksumite period,
Paleogrpahy [PCR &:L\:-

rx’" nsbl' —'-ga d'dl y-‘u
RKI'I P.y. /\-h “-I- 8-_m¢
D-n Ao 8 = =X D=on
Q)wwn X =22 Yem !"J_h
yoom fea 0-: T
Zem Xeonw Pt O.u
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This is explained by Ashar and mostely stated as letters of sabeans. But
when we examine them, some of the letters were preserved in the GGMS. And
showed the pictographic nature of the letters of the language. The shape of the
letters is very similar to the numerals.

Introduction: Paleography is the study of various systems of writing. Ac-
cordingly, Ethiopian manuscripts are dated in three ways:

1. By the year of mercy
2. By the year of the world
3. By the name of the king

Among the three ways by which Ethiopian manuscripts are
dated, dating manuscripts by the name of a king of the period is the
most common. However, if the period of the king or his personal
name is not clearly mentioned, we are forced to use other mecha-
nisms to know the period of the writing of the manuscripts. Accord-
ing to Uhlig, there are five main periods in Ethiopian paleography.
These main periods are: the period of inscription during which we
have many inscriptions written in Ge’ez and the Greek language,
the second period covers the period from 1330 to 1450. This period
is called the transitional period. The third period, from 1450 to
1550, is called the period of circular writing system. The next is
from1550 to 1650. It is characterized: by thin and slender writing
system. The last one is the Gonderian period writing system. This is
characterized by the gulh {thick or bold) and the ragig (thin}) script.
Some of the letters have shown changes from the first period to the
other period, but, some letters do not always change. So, changes
are not always the features of letters in each period. The following
are the characteristics of the changes that we see through time.

oo was closed at the top and started to be separated in the 16th century.

“Y = the vowel sign was directly attached to the body of the letter until the 16"
century.

@i~ was closed until the I 5™ century like o

- The left leg was bent until the 15th century.
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‘The system of the Ethiopian letters and their shape includes a rectangular
shape with very good proportion and curve also slopping down. The Ethiopic
letters and numerals have some similar features.’’ Some of the examples are seen
in the oldest Gospels.

4 has an oval shape until the 17th century.

£ It was like the Greek beta until the 16 th century.

J: was rectangular until the 16th century.

& was like the Ethiopic humber Seven.

When we observe texts of Aksum we see some variation from the
work of Uhlig.

GGMS holds forms of letters, which are dz_)fferent from modern
their form, and can be explained as follows.

Present time < GGMS
A <The serif at the end of the horizontal line is attached either at
~ the middle or hung below.
A <The right leg is shorter than the left.
A <The circle is attached directly to the whole body of the right leg.
4 <The left leg is occasionally shorter than the right leg.
. A <The right leg is shorter than the left.
1 <The left leg is occasionally bent.
1< The right leg is shortened.
1< The right leg is shortened.
1K The Ieft leg is a little bit bent above the vowel marker
The right leg is shortened (a little bit).
Kk The right leg is a little bit bent and the foot is like a foot of camel
and horse shoe. It is sometimes bent at the left. ’ |

7 <Itis very similar with number %
It is bent at the top and thick.
Occasionally it is like the sign “>” but with longer a leg and
curved circle. . '
£ <Has no right leg. Has a shortened leg. It gives us the graphic
picture of fish.
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4. <The vowel marker is attached at the top of the right leg.

4< The vowel marker is at the bottom of the right leg with a short-
ened leg. Keeps, also, the vowel marker of (), at the top of the
right leg.

£< Has no left leg.It has a shortened leg.

4 Has no leg but bent on the line. It has also a dot at the right and
left sides.

£< Has no leg but bent on the line.It has also a dot at the right and
left sides. '

A< Has a short corner in the vowel sign rather than a curve.

t< It is very difficult to find ¥ because of the pronuncation of ¥ as /.

U< The left leg is bent at the top. Some times, the left leg is a little
bit like a curve.

% <Has the circle attached directly to the body of the letter.

U< Has the break low on the left side. The bottom is also more
pointed in some linear forms.

ak;

@< The vowel sign is near to the top of the letter up ward.

# <The leg is afforded to the main body (very smooth) and leg is left
to be used only to vowel marker.

¥ < The circle is occasionally attached directly to the bottom of the
letter. _ '

@ < No difference between the 2nd and the 6th order.

# < The vowel marker is placed on the left down.

# <has the left leg curved. And is shorter than the right one.

4 < The leg in the mid is short. And some times longer than the
other.
2 > a in the mid.
Eg. MihP: > DA
Both Xhd.:: and Achd.:  is now charged in to A-hd.::
LRAF:: > LRAF:: > LEF: (Amharic.)

#r< The right leg is shortened. Has vowel marker in it's middle.

. <Has the right leg shortened.
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&< Has the right leg shortened. '
A< The vowel marker is like the present vowel marker of 11 in the
sixth order.

< The left leg is broken /bent.But occasionally it is not. The line at
the top is very short.

‘) The entire letter is slanted to the right.

1 <The vowel sign has a sharp corner instead of a curve.

4< The circle is attached directly to the top of the letter with out a

connecting line.

J. A< Is more or less similar to fl.

A <The two legs are almost equal.

A <The vowel marker is attached with the main body. The vowel
marker of 7 and A have similar appearance.

4 <t seems triangular and not a straight shape. The left leg is
shorter than the right one.

A= <the vowel marker is on the corner attached with the body.

o <the two circles are attached on the top but sometimes closed to
the top.

o< the space b/ n the two circles is like a triangle.

av< the vowel marker is on the top of the letter.

7% the vowel marker is slopping to the left of the bottom part of the
letter.

The vowel marker is attached at the mid point of the lower part of
the right circle.

77 <the vowel marker is attached to the outer part of the circle of
the left. .

The vowel marker of the body is bent towards the right.

§ <Has a short leg.

#<Has the bottom line turned to the left.

# < The vowel sign is thick and turned left wards.

#< Has thicking of the top line.

# <The vowel sign' is attached with the main body.
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£< Is like a curve, but the line in the bottom is straight.

fi< Thickening of the top line.

A, <Has the right leg shortened.

< The top the line is bent to wards the left.

7 Thick sloping to the left of the botton part of the stem.

7< The vowel sign is large.

A< Sloping to the left of the bottom part of the stem.

. The 2nd curve is directly attached in the mid part of the 1st
curve. ' _

< Has oval shape. Is like number 4(of Ge’ez) or a triangular form.

=< The vowel marker is in the middle.

4, 474 <The vowel marker or sign is attached to the middle of the
letter. But, it does not extend below the bottom of it.

£< Is found between the 1st order and the 7th order.

& < The upper line is longer than the lower.

P <Is like the upper body of £ but with longer leg, slopping left-
ward.

h <1t is like 21

h< The right leg is shortened.

?< Has the stem curved to the left.

< The circle is attached directly to the top of the letter without
making a curve or half moon.

In conclusion of this topic, one can say that more than half of the letters are
closed at the top. A few letters are circular and closed (#:@:0:F:0). A few let-
ters are opened at the top (ex.:-U/?t¥). The letters are proportional in length,
size and width. They are rectangular and circular. They go downward. (The Dat-
ing of Ethiopic Manuscripts, by Donald M. Davies)

SUTE FPIAH £33 PAPTD MNP +~% - ANSE ADMF

ASML 2T ,
AAR? - LG PEMNE 9% AN R
| S |
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h, — BIhJR
h - A

h oo [

A /b0
h — bl

A hS AL TIFROT b A5 h £°F mitea-+ L1504 £ hS
@ héA ASAL N BGF@D RAILFT1236@ POLAL DT ThH £349°
NoLhtat  LEAFI® . heFF  AD-MFF  A3847 md-‘m} ?\'nL’ﬁS’“
PASANLY T 0L PAT@ et “1:h: A5 0 GFar:

-0 AR TG go>ge
" AR AAR

F5TIE fiva > v
[ XA LA
+A0A > +ddh

LT TIA il Y FA
TMAoou AP hud > LhA

AT hAL PPST@m AT ATIFT PTAH AT 404 XS
LT AT, AILL2o0R RILAAD:P- @ ¢ - MALI® héd P4
mid A ATTIPAY::

s 21 > AL
ho 7.8 > TIR/R
oH ot > At

. oLd > DR P
a1+ PL e > M LAL>AA
TG Ahe P T >AhCes ¢

. _ AMLET > Ale1 F

AISHA, AZ°ARY > h9"Aht
ao{i-thI°C .MCE > . ./the Gold
maly 0 Gcht > Ochk
TOHH af > nae
o0 iy > qIY
age - AhC_> GG
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PHA@? (7°

&\ > Lchaf)

hOARh > ANGEN

oA > (Ll
Sh > Y

ACnd > nca’t
P20 > WO LN

2 TN > TCHN
& i\ = CEEY)
hWALN = AALN
B = Pch 30
A2+ = et
Y& = ng° o3
HhCPh = HhCSh
MIC A = MHIC O

Sound changes and the problem in accent
Internal changes of consonants are also 1dent1ﬁed in Ge'ez
since the earliest available Ge’ez manuscripts.

GGMSS/ GLMSS/ GIMSS > GCPT/GPPT
ANBLAP: 7os k'ro t'awi] askoroti AP P: 755 k'orotawi] Th> 25
AR [ Drmativas] arimathea ACOINEN: : [Pormatyas] 4 > T
247F7 : [geteseman]gethsemane 240%L: [getesemani] 7 > %

P IR0 [K'aranyus]a place of a skull #& W [Karanyus] F+i > P

G0 FLAF : [ magda!aw:]ﬁmgdalene L) Eiifmagdalawi] A> A543
PLLTHE?: [Ksforna b om] capernaum PRCTUI: [k ornahom] #>P¢ £>F
Fovge: [gimura [ tyre LRI [gimura ] T > 78 oo > §°
APorh:f Ayyeriho] jharicu Afeh: > Aiyyariho] £ > £i dh > N
P97 [gihannom] hell 70897 [gihannam] 7 > 7

NAL:  [galelawi] L AL galelawi]. A > A f > 4
AIFPLp’an Pyawi] [ ]pomms A INTLp an tlyawi]

PLTEL arnawi] P TPk arenawi]

2 :{golagotal 7077 {golgora]

A5l ham] OA.4I%sali i om]

L3P ninawe] 2i®: ninawe]

nee: [seryal AP [soryal

SHLP: [nazvet] = SHLF: [nazret]

APLAASY: [ Ayarusalem] AP [Pivyorusalem]

*Here, the change is simply sound change.
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Proper nouns

&fbeV: [rakel]Rachel > Gchud): [ra b el]
ML) flabdewos] > ANESZN: flebdewos]
ANLFA: [7elfiyos] > AAFPN: [Zelfiyos]
PobA: ~ [yafek’ob] Jacob > JPob1: [yale k'ob]
Th? [noh ] neo > 9 fnox]
Nz [barban] > N0} [barbanf
ALTLLN: [Paremiyas]Jermih > ALICP: [faremiyas]
e 2 [mar k’os] Mark > 2YEL: [marg klos]
NSARAAN:  [bSelzebul] > M RARMA: [bSelzebul]
f4h,F [barakivu] - > N4hR: [barakyu]
Unchanged Proper nouns
£A : [dan el Daniel = £3%Ar: [danfiel]
AN : [relyas] Elijah = AL [Felyas]
P70 : [yohannes]John = Peh 30: [yokannes]
£P [dawit] David = LT [dawit]
TP [sm Son]Semon = AF°PF:[sm fon]

ST RAMT T [Felsabet]
HARCHFN: [zekkaryas]
M6 [gabr Ael]Gabreil = 7CHhA: [gabriel]

Although in the linguistic history of Ge’ez itself, certain pho-
nemes become confused in the pronunciation, one can notice that
quite of the several Ge’ez phonemes correspond to one Amharic pho-
neme.

AAMT/H:  [Felsabet/ 1’]Elsabeth

i

The impact of @f FE A (@) * U (h T in the chinge
Forms of nouns
Jooi: [ fomat] year > Gowk: [famoat]

v [hagar] country > Y70 [hagar]

*The change from 1 into /h is uncommon in Ge’ez, but because of the 1oss of the sound of the gutturals ;now there are many
changes in the gutturals,
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L0 [sr%t] way > UG fsriat]
no+:. [satat] hour > N9F: [s25a1]
onge: [ Solam] world > NI [alam]
Sound Change

Examples:

#9° : [lPom [stood (noun} = E5stand [K’om]  (Imperative) > £87:: stand [k'um]
Pov:: he stood [Koma] = Pov: they stoodfk’omul]

A9°: fast [s'o.u] (nounj= K fast {[s'om] (Imperative} > £9%: fast [s'um]
Hov: [s’oma], :st > Moo;: [t'oma)

RAA:: [s'alPa] hated > m: ¢’ s la]

In infinitive we can find loan words par_timlarly in:
#£0: : - ‘he praised him’ PLN-0::
4h:: - ‘he blessed him’ - Ah-a:

Here, Amharic preserved the archaic form /the oldest Ge’ez
form rather than the present Ge’ez one. But in the intransitive-
verbs, Ge’ez tried to change the first order into the seventh order
because of the assimilated letter as: AL > dhd:: ="went’ AL
(Perfective)> AL (oun)> drll:: (mperative) AL :: at that time fefers to
noun, perfective and imperative. Baha(:: > L@ (:: (/bba Gsrima}

>PhaC:: (today). 1A : = PFTAL : : He killed him’ Now if 1A~
is geminated at 2 it means ‘they killed him’ LDARL > DLL. -

A and U have similar characters:

FORA: aoRp::  BIRA: > ovfhi BIXA::
nd: o:  BNad :: > AD:  B1d:
&oY: LLV: BELY: >ALLV::  BFRSU:

A is different from U. It is the causative marker, but it is lost in the
imperfect form as:

APt LAPTA:: LAPTA::
PPTa:: PPTA::

APTAN: FAPFA: - TARA:
APra:: A Pra::
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The word, in which the above letters are found shows phono-
logical changes in the imperfect; but follows its own house (verb
type). The above letters affect all the letters forms A 10 7" in reading
and pronunciation. We find: @ in the 2nd and 7th order, F in the

3rd and 5th order, and A and U in the 4th and 6th order. E.g:

£5eD:; B Fr:: : BL 3w
s Ldo il LBh
AL LTd ya:: LFL D
> B 5 > BL
s :: " L@ B
L/ PhOC: B C::
PLA*:: +LAwr: : (Amharic)

All the letters, where @ is present before or after them, cannot
be the 2nd or the 7th order. F changes into the 3rd and 5th order @
changes in to the 2nd and 7th order.

@:- as the final radical changes in the imperfect changes from
the 6th order in to the 2nd or the 7th order. In active Ha@:: BHs: :
(mp. And Juss).In passive 14 7(0::,3'7'4,{, 5,

@:- as the middle radical changes the beginning of the verb
(Imperfect) in to the 7th order Rd::; Rew: : ; Ad:i*No change in the
infinitive, imperfect ...., @ in noun formation avoids (because of
assimilation) the suffix or the preﬁx, Examples : @?20:: = %) ;
DEP:: = oKL DAR: = oo ;@l:: = ool DAL =
A48 And other forms of nouns include AL?: BAT: Lo
(@LPt): LT (DCEF). Jussive/order: @LP >LP >arLP/
Amharic/@ with Guttural and semi vowel @rAF7". :

f: as the final radical changes the Imperfect from the 6t order
in to the 3rd order. Examlpes are, £.8F:: BLA:: HP:: P18:: TIF:

£7%:: F as midial (vice versa) changes the 3rd order into the
6th. Examples are 75.8:= 738: ::4L:::= HE. In Gerund the 3rd >
6th: @ntf: Not @ntP:; m3af: Not @idf: Again the 1st order >
5th order: 7Ft7: @ >780: : > i WPom: : >WLoD: ;> Yoo,
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