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Changes in dentals or inter dentals:

KA e fs’alma]  become dark > aneo: ; [Ealama)]

Bd.r: : [s'afona] > b ¢ [E5ffona |

AP [s’agur]  hair > MIC] Vagur] { B &Egar]
) ¥/ fs’ew]  salt - > &1 ep:f Eawf

ACP: [s’ar k’]  dress > LCP: [Eor k]

goog: [d’smada] > &yaol: : [Fammada]’’
Beavl:: [d’smoara] * added > &Yoo ifsammara]

aam: : [d'aba '3} caught > a&rm: : [Eabbat’a]

Other significant features or changes in pronunciation

1. Assimilation: It is a process by which two souﬁd_s that occur
close tdgether in speech become more alike. Examples: gowama>
goma.

2. Dissimilation: making sounds more different than they were be-
Jore is common in the transition form Ge’ez in to Amharic.
OIHA>KIH: DAL >DRE,

3. Changes in Lenition or wéakening...: affect only consonants,

- Consonants can be classified as stronger or weaker on several
different scales; the following are some of the changes seen in
the history of Ge'ez :

Voiceless | - Voiceless . = Voiceless Voiceless
velar pharyngeal velar pharyngeal
plosive [ricative plosive fricative
& > LA Afgh >  Aferh
Simplex Geminate

7wF > 7(Gem.) [goyaya>goyya]

Voiceless Voiceless ’ Voiceless  Voiced
dental dental velar velar
plosive fricative . plosive plosive
A%t > AT Ohev >  gjoo

- L]
*anaof is also equivalent to Mee R
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Alveolar - nasal palatal
ALIE> ARE/N

voiced - voiceless
dental dental
fricative fricative

ATAUT> hTAnd
Geminated Degeminated
Mih? > M7 geminating Ge’ez (there are many Ge’ez words)

Degeminated CGeminated
N7L > . A7£ (Gem.) bowed (Amharic}

Spirantization of velar plosive
b7i > Tl (the source is the book of Mar yishak)
Voiceless Voiceless

dental

fricative palatal
+0hov > AfIhao-(Amharic) .

Palatal approximant nasal
£ > T
Voiceless Voiceless Addition Loss
dental dental P HW> PN 7 from &
plosive emphatic
+ > m

The most national development principle

Final vowels often dopper v
"V * become Voiced between vowel

Stops, become fricativesfunder certain condition}
Consonants become voiceless at the end of words

0N~

"'This kind of change is not much commaon in Ge'ez, but the reverse is very true.
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stop

fricatives approximant, glottal stop > F (palatal approximant)
aeNhht > o) Eh
voiced

bilabial liguid _
ABRY- > AW LA

Voiced ~ bilabial glottal stop oral stop
Bilabial nasal nasal nasal
plosive (stop]  liquid
HI > oriCc ALL > ALY T

Voiced voiced
velar velar
plosive fricative ‘ ,

IR > PRED:: FRTN> PRI Gem.)

Classical Ge’ez had no phoneme {V); though it did have (f) which
" had a voiced allophone fu] between vowels, so that nafs, for'
example, was pronunced with [u]- as it still is to"day.This, the word
we now spell over word initially, however, (&} could only be
pronunced as voiceless {f}, as it is still today in native words like

feldg, - - -

Orthography and Problems of Mispronunciation

Significance of the Gospel to identify the sound 8AhE: Ahe: ied:
acd: L.aAs far as we can tell from the archaeological finding in
Ethiopia, the Sabean alphabet is said to have had twenty nine
symbols. But by the time when Ge'ez is said to become a spoken
and written language in common use in northern Ethiopia, If this
veiw .of Geez as a child of Sabean'is right then it taok over only
twenty four of the twenty nine Sabean symbolé. In addition, two
new symbols {p’) and (p) were irivented to represent sounds of
Greek and Latin loan words.»

“Besides, by the time Ge’ez stopped to be a living spoken lan-
guage and [or was replaced by Tigrinya, Amharic, and other lan-
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“
guages, further changes took place. That meant that the use of all
the three different symbols ¢ &4 . ecame unnecessary, since all
these are now given the same pronunciation h. Fur!’ rmore, both
and 7 are pronunced as (s}, both 4 d’ and & as s’, and both A
and # as (‘a)." However, all nine symbols of Amharic are taken
form Ge’ez, which was the language of literature in Ethiopia even
until recent times. Similarly or particularly, after the fifteenth cen-
tury, we see the changes of the consonants in & and N: GGMS/
GIMS a03704: o237/ : A2 NV T HC‘A RCA: 9C: (some
changes after the 15th century}

A B
H> A

Shift of sounds:
The following letters show changes through time in phonol-

ogy ,morphology and grammar:

A>hore during the grave accent
& hore i may be directly 0> A
v Yo ' " " 7

4> 4> 1> Yorp " " oY
e Yore " " v a4
0> wor

v 0

A R

> B> £ orp

2 ore

@ 2> @, or o

&> Z/E or g (in Amharic and Gadlats of Ge ‘ez) :
1= m

~R

o7 ore -(in manuscnpt of Mar y:shdk)

X Pors

e X oroe

P>+ or o geminated
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+h

7/ 7 or o geminated
#3> ¥ or g geminated
Hh> h oro geminated

Problems of ;nispronunciation/ Problems of phonology

That is Ge'ez letters which could be considered phonologically
akin to one another, in the early days of the language’s history.
However, the letters that now represent the same sound ,used fo
have phonological variants .There are ,for example ,the three types
of h. When we see the some texts, we find them full of mistakes com-
pared to the early GGMS.

Examples:

“The Lord called his servants” “"A7HA A@-0 [high level]? APICLU"
"The Lord called her " "AIA RS facute] APV

They (Fm.) called @A+? R high level]

All the above have the same pronunciation in the fourth order
not even the fourth order of the reason is but according to the Gos-
pel of sbba Gorima one can see that the Gospel preserved the way

of writing. o€ > 0418,7 {l, is not a there pronunciation of Ge’ez it
use influenced by the semi vowels O€ really follows the rules of
word formation process in Ge’ez.

AR > ALY :
ABRA: : > wenRy:
Nhh LCADF£F:

Nk L.LVwF£3:

AhA L £3:

2 Ifh iswritlen in @ the meaning will be completely different. Ge'ez has many words that change their meaning because
of the tone found in the language. Words could change their meaning according to the progunciation. Even some words show
difference in meaning if the pronunciation is zero or not.

BoNg follows the normal form of Ge'ez words and adjectives, It means it is not affected by the gutteral. It seems more like a

noun nther than an adjective.
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Generally speaking, the Ge'ez letters have their own function
not only for orthographical purpose but also in the melody, poetry,
morphology etc. Hence, if letters are not properly spelt and pronunced,
they may shift the meaning and the structure or the grammar of the
language. However, there are some traditional scholars who use
these letters with out the understanding of the general rule of the
language, they followed from what or where they have learnt. How-
ever, in the past, the scribes were punished or cut of their hand if
they did not write the letters properly. This was practiced during
Emperopr bakkafa, in the Gonderian period. {Admmasu Jemberie:
12). However, even before the Gonderian period some of the writers
violated the proper use of the ortogaraphy, the witness is the the
theaologica aethiopica of Job Ludolf. This day, there are many
Ge’ez words written with out the identification of the the proper
place of the letters. A very good example is the Ge'ez dictionary of
kidaned Wald kifle which has many Ge’ez words having two or
three options to write one sound. Hence, the problem is not only of
Ambharic but also of Ge’ez. That is why many composers of poems
and writers, write them with out the indentification of the letters.

Punctuation.includes drop, three dots and others. Example;
Hi: (o887 AFHA: Al 2 HH: HAU-:

AU n¥Ho

PLLEP PINH APAGF NG + FRA > OF° + PRA [PRA + M YO
AISEE PALANT a0l P T FRA+ N QAU Q0T ATICT hIh
AL AIBNGLAD LLAN: B3RO (PLHE (LLACID ONNE ADT Th
P 19T AL LT PAAT [PRAT ANELT 093 SInhta $L9° OA
£LL1D- AR, ATICE ATAN ANHILE TINT KLLAT: APICT Rehes:
ATAH AOTI40 TIAT A PAIEI9°: QAU ATICH hoonddt (41 Mh
08%F 0118 RAE RARI® Em+d RTLMNC lRAPTF Lmain:
M+aeadLe® QTR OTHE ATIL #COT 0 + LT + &CLT A
NP Qede D0+ BCLE + QAT BT AL M-+ QAP &C
¥ RIBAMT POLmdaov- PORH Kb T ASTEAT: (W Tye R1ko
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¢LP POLNTFD AVICTT AASTT PAPTFD mAdeT NS4 T LT £
ARFSH 1RG£ G INH QAT AL TE A9 At
NFCH° 2B 23R (HALR ST PHALE MAGETT (LOTGIE
h¥erAhd 3 RISTAE (TCH° A®p (L Poom. KI83R0  phAaogy.
T RGEFEPAY: TAN LT 412 WEHE ANTPOR TILdt o
%A ATR6 > RTPARR > ATttt A3 ATICE 09hH £32 3h0
NIPR PEIRADT WIL O9° AP L0 PULTT L1RPT Ambov TLPA:
AASAN Fat @emi ey RIRe- ¢L.E vy (PO PoY o
T3 PALING ENTHE AW PATT ABomANF RTECAPAT:
an htaavs.

Y] PELET ATICH PR

270 > a5 > ms

&AD > R4 > mA

AL0 > Al > mé-

ACh > A > M

Achd. > %4. > R/M4.

Ade b K Ade ] Adet

0he > AL > BAL /mchf
aoND- apD - 94

T ATRC PACYTSY 2at (vt NiompAht oowe - Pw-y
QhH ACTIPAE: (1221%9° QRH VLRSS (QATICT ONF  L54-A
“Gat Y0 LRI TRH @YWL PAF TREF NAATY AILOVIEM-gr
LR ER PULADY GONLCT T MPO AT RATETIA PECISA:
POIELTS - POOY - PORAE OINT APTmPor POLTLED: PROICE D3P
auwlb PRH AT AFLAAT: 9PN HALIE

e JUAD - KA

Ut fupa - Af-

s - hy — Ty )
A9°0 - "7 ... PIAH PAT GFar:

Lhye eTieaoptm QATICT r9-Rdv& AT TAH 7°F £TiA
G RIRADT PA 205 PAPND 2~COT (ARG PoLeAhT-A0 3 151
- '
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PO IO medlooDSiIC The-d Jorned el APAR o (Lnd
APALTID: ARTF KRPRTIPYR @ hr:  fafn: (MHeRTT6 PAVAT
eden TNINTF avanCon PRILFA TEAL LhmiA TINT GO
AAmFAL AICET Ty AteF RIRPTFT NFaml9°C AR Rt@am-07°
oo gt Wl mCOT-DLFT-TIC OPRC Kl PANNT ha AIAT
KFFAP: hAISTE PEPR AD-mF (R+4C: QRCTIT RN APICT?
ALY hIFSEO NEA Hovd BE9oE (~1-Rde® K129 00039 03717
CF Ty RARAN E9°RFF APEME PLLID ANHPOA &I KA A
2P PIRNH Ao0-Ke® PRAIC HOOST PoLNA-T WIET® - TE5@ hEh-
Hoey RERTHIC hHovy6F (A4 MIRC HoPF PHNG4@ poh-Rde®
T PO-TE PANE AS PHOOYL-RAGIR SF@: IBTO- REA- HOOY
PROICE 1B Mdué-B RLE PFOEONT PO LPLCH HAOFP
PCA hooTir RS P7aH 272 hao- DK AIRC ATICTT “TA
m bt PR T ATIATH MLT Hee? Pt APT WiIRiG
AP -OF4PTF TROTPT NAMITEE RLo- Ppedr (LNTFa IR
(100 PALT HEoF Q3oAh T 1 T LOAT POLLANIE TAUT
NAF AT} hmPAL T1710F7 oy joi:

Syntax

The translation in Ethiopic has expanded continuously since the
coming of the Nine Saints. In memory of the Hebrew professor Ak-
lawer, Biblical scholar and promoter of vernacular translation, it is
fitting to say a word about-language types as they influence trans-
lation in the Ethiopian language area. The two magjor language
types as characterized by whether the verb comes at the beginning
or late in the sentence must be given special attention by transla-
tions in Ethiopia. Most of them are working from engines with refer-
ence to New Testament Greek, Old Testament Hebrew, and possibly
Ge’ez. These languages are of the SVO (subject- verb- object) or the
similar VSO (Semitic) type with the verb near the front. The Ethio-
pian' translation whether Semitic, Cushitic or Omotic languages
presently being produced, are of the SVO (subject- object- verb) type
patterns. However, the Ge'’ez status was mainly VSO type.

43



7% TAN
—

The earliest Ge'ez phrase structure is Noun + Adjective. Adjec-
tive + Noun was often used. This shows the internal development in
Ge’ez. Again, the syntax in Ge’ez includes the earliest Semitic one
that is VSO, and at the same time it uses the SVQ. Here, it can be
said that Amharic and Ge’ez probably developed these changes
through time. Ge'’ez also uses related words in its literary docu-
ments. This change occurred, not because Ge’ez speakers suddenly
decided to move some phrase form one location to another, but
emerged because of a long term tendency to shift various discourse
functions from the VSO imperfect to the SVO perfect. In Biblical
Ge’ez, then, a shift in the markedness of two competing construc-
tions led evenfually to a major syntactic change in the language, a
change in its basic word order.

Grammaticalization, Typology, Harmony SVO condition of
Unmarkedness OSV /marked not so ordinary Shift of marked-
ness. .

Like other Semitic languages, only Biblical Ge’ez had two dis- '
tinct sets of verbs form /Aspects, called the imperfect and the per-
fect. The imperfect forms were used most of the time for most pur-
poses, while the perfect forms were used only occasionally for a few
purposes. Importantly, the imperfect forms normally required verb -
subject- object (V S O) word order, the ordinary word order of the
language while the perfect, a marked form, usually required a
marked word order, SVO. Here are two examples from the book of
the Gospel: '

DERN HICPN NToAMh

‘And said Zc"tkayas to the angel’
[Imperfect]

Mht ATHANAL (LP Adiifa

This change occurred, not because Ge’ez suddenly decided to
move some phonemes from one location to another, but merged be-
cause of a long- term tendency to shift various discourse from the
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VSO imperfect to the SVO perfect. In Biblical Ge’ez, then, a shift in
the markedness of two competing constructions led eventually to a
major syntactic change in the language: a change in its basic word
order. Grammaticalization, Typology harmony, and Syntactic
change analysis of the structure:

A copula: The Ge’ez copula is the verb to be which, at the same
time is, used as a pronoun, a demonstration.... some examples:
a. A AUI" arik
‘While mute is’
‘While he is mute’
b. WAt Nhi REP
He is a righteous man’
C Ay @At 7MCHhSH
‘Iam Gabriel ’
d. MCht A
‘Blessed you'
‘You are blessed '

BN PTML
T¥uth IR0 ATCF?
BAL TAN «INA» L1- DCN1F?

AF-RCALLT A HOOGT PLAS 144 $oT0 Qoo TrT ARET Ao
(AT AU 00T eom(F9 Aah A"1er T AL T (WALALE
XS 1877t mAlP KALD ARY TErAL AT Hovr hEeHTFTFa- GULAT
K% AU YO LP-RCALPY A-ovHRCT Qb-hChrt e b T9ouc
ANt ert 19°E T L-hCht e eoamy “10hAT (LH-RCOL £
hhor-0G ey A28 L34 :

NARTI9® Y@ (D16 PAEh RS Pt 76T AL P9 Khew
AL PAT® TCLAC LFCE TMENT PATFAFP R1-HCNLFPF FPUT
ot A mie §7 (L& QD80 HRLP Poioransad:: PATTRS (-
hCAteF PIRNUT ARG T £32 W37 tA® alP ANLCRITAT

NFh-Lk:- PAFORL AH-RCHELT “10hA-T9°0CT Qoo TiE AHO®
G HUOE AIANAT (160, AR ,2COH-TFVCT BONDTG .00
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o hdr QT RIE AFOVPAAE  ELFAT WML TuCHT
reLhg oAt A2uCt At ht- hCR-L LS 002 9°med Hef (i
2B PP OC AATFT HLPLOT (PAN AILYIS Qe 4ET TE A,
Y PRI M40 B3R ATE Anh, GAAT AfA ACN ACH APHANA
aHooe . hivirandas: BT NF AR 0vgopey QRCAD- (oA KeLS -

AF"AmG - FPhavsy AVLSITHT@ RS AVICTO Q4FQ GIC he
OFFOT QMANCOEET AMFLE CLPAL (YA THIFDF® AL
PA: PAA-NCHELT LM 1974390 hoop@Ea 168 aLahrk (L9PI0-
ALNTI% BLTPA: LF-HCNELI RIETINIA M4 oo B@-) g
G LN GRLMT ANFPOR POFNCHLLS VAL AIST ATANE
TAA: PHOT APLM. RaDT O POB0v- JLO° {PANAS TLPA::

AALT (PP QbThhe 0RET ATCHF HCIFT RHIBEHT ROy
% AAFT F AN ANTAAGAT: TIPS PRLITO AL
aoqov-C haI-E @ WRENAe: L&kt APATLT Yo

AT O A PO 3T EPLVICT ALOTH-NCHTSY 'i:é--ﬂ(.h"f' na

ATD x5 HOTC PA-XAMANACY 1925 CT Ld.avyon-C O Pad P
Coo- AANT A PATHRAT PHQANET (P4 NAAST £hee Ulb-deh?d
AOCAPAT PRLAT DY Prptt PRARTFOT G0RMET WG-H-90PdA-ED
spFC ALMT AhTE PITA FCR-LLAT N POCNI OHT IFAFa}
W F@e RAMe: (007 LF0 0 19879 RPET APLT00T aol,
G RAPHCAT™ PALANT LTE ANT 10 LT AL00: AT 390
AIPAR AT WPIAET 00T DMA-LE ALAR AA 1IP -
NCAELY M@ POTICTT Bb-aotonC ) BALP K30 (RI0- AAT
CHAY APHD RCOTN BASEC 400N 19PN #50> AR L ARCMY
AA@D- (o2 340 250 WLFTF QALGHN RCHEN A0 &S 7°hC ANT9°C
ML ePA KR NPOmT PRV (.PAT4 #L+PA: LT AF ALTY
Al FE AVIC M0Oh A PERCH TLPA:

AL d.aojov-Cli. PU-0vA5TFarT (oota- Llhe ANNDT &LTF ot
T Zh4 ST} haat Ao B+o-F 8e3Far AThaTe A3 e
ATFUCT-OT-NCNE LT HPTTOT PER +T14PTF9° QAD-AF aoTigFar
PUILHT? 10r: AL ALILNTO 16 AAEYT ILTLPFD [I e AP
FLmav- (W-Cop APHie. UIC AVIC N9RRC °22m G Q30> PANEF
Ty tadt APA MR AF £OTAAG Ldaoqoo- g R T §Far:
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N T QAT AeTyes hoogeusfar ZaC mC To- NCAT (s
NPRA ALOTLOT PAAET NG F00 ALINE (09U Fo 3C
2% PHo140FDY MALT APAFON A LATANS TLPA: Rd-ovy
Wd PAVRET 0T HE ALCH (F0GY LEBG 046 A p4TTE
Aftihe. @L MK ATPAR XPHIPT FPaF KPEMLT OHET APHNILY
TeL@T RPOMT PREBET IR NNV +4.TCT APFTT o rom ey
APP PPOF9° (13%@ APdovon AYMIC NPOTAAG $2Xa: £h AF Ap
Tl Ahle. Q0A- PADT $AF° (MA4EG AL AT APERA N1ED: AYIC A8
Otads Eea :

SNE AN (AT DNTP/OFEIP FIUTF .

ARARYT Povm FC 0AF° QAL (0T A NTLED- paulF
ABO-P TFFrt PREeT VIt M AL POLERCHTD 1ATTF aopg
PFT evphov-g= 27N} oophge QATID AL ALATGTIA LITA-

VICTT RACRE QAVS G0T 9°39° AT PLATOT QWA PoLOS.
AZT O5ZF9° (171039° Ty QA%10% (0AF° 04§ +XOF »C aen
FOhe PULRANG ART &TPC AP LIFA: AAMLTISS PU-TD
ONEF  (ANPF NS KNP PHANLET dO b ATPPNA AIZLUIE
Flie RS £77 N9°CAT PO 073 (00aD T PoyYads DAL APLLTF
10 FopS WO YEY BT 2AMLT hAeamT ALE TP AP
A0 PoomF e 9° AAS: MLH PRIET +ROT hRLNVFa: dvit
FF3 aohha ¢4l At owed AT PTLUTAG 0IC (4A $ILTF
MU YO Al NPT PeHDT RIR IANF IOF PHAYD 015 FF
MFio P, 1% OCICT PG, QAT F00¢AT POR, MO BT
PALAT o700 FdAL KDY rhA: PP AOCE M4 PONTY
QAT» LAA LT 0 AHTTII® oo (1PLLT APTPIET AIHSyT
APFET APRAE IRNT WOLSIC RAP AIINHT O AT WILAE
LMY 0PLT ULT BMIT 19T RTC P@Ivs Y0 PLLTED
IR AOGIC PLMITY PHA NGO ATITST POLIFLa 93 (9o
TEF 0 L PPt oo Adh Imé PUCE NEATF TE APA
WATS 71 W07 RN P} avdmavt KaRemIe: MHOSTFT hhd™
LAY THC» PTa9e Ao 232 HEA 7IAT LFAA: @RANGH (L4
RCOE£39° WU, Ao +4LPA:
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WIALYE “Tvh Porm Foc- ekt 2% QALE PATORS al 0T
na 21ko- L9 AAPCOE aom0P POLAPE PIALYE 0T M
P90 10 ETge P eanANF® TR AOND PLNTOrT anlh ATIOP PAT
M P KGN Y 0 MTARTIST ThHT ATLAAT HILET oL
PCOT QAT “7EeT INT Al YICT APAmd TIRLT 12T PAAM
Fhdt LALATIPAL

23207 WL ITT IC “18LM:- IRH (01T @91C hEans kY
R FOAS ATPEPP T £3RP PR ADAP AheonhEAc: LY
AE ROAS hoem hilie Hoegd (AA PA@ hovphht 7 QA AT
hCat 3 Pr@aIs hwesIet oG Pov1s i+ 1AL PRIROT AL
PLAOHH Aeeahbt XA '

heCUT Poem FOC:- FTAUD P+ MAD PEEAT AIO (A
a8 dmbonmd-Az ALNTO RS AVITE POLTYY a03AT 099
N30T AALPA LT3 AIE, FUCT AT OAIEIL REeT et
ghoo (aeap RF3ReF APOPE L APFIC PULLCD T7IC RTC
achid:a: eorey o3 OyHo-N POLYHOF NTPADN OHt KRPA L0vF
(ATA TCUT PhME Adr AF Y- AR Wttty RIR0-F hag:
LIP3 WOTIE RECH “ITE o104t +mPEFE PNILLT TTo-:

AL 14 PRPALTE P8 NPT

F T PF L (AU A0 hao Ted AIRIILAD - hCorh e
P40 FRTIE APTNTF APNSETF TIFATF: WAWH A%t onr A/
LT he+d etmuct +E9t QA TPe PLATFO PR ANtPok
LTLFPAL PRI ARIETE PRNTT F/OATF PoLLL10 RO,
AFF9° 4P o046 0+ (o949 Lt ROt et MEHT eT9°Y
Ct +RF o714 ARTT Amebd HOPTPROFF NMWAR AMtANC
ATE L PUE Thad PA LoohAAL MF-hCALe? 1MmC £4n PHAS
FIAFD Y AT HevgRart FRUCT PSAeTT AHATIE A7HLD-
S eANYT HFT ATmesr g1a: A HoATF erEon
L0 AIENEPA T AET LTLPA: OAAR PHEorlior £ANY ThY
@EEF IV0CY* AIL ACIPR 100 (MPaRTILIS DAIATIL +ROIT Pi-
PAAY TN ®SEF 9ouLF TANT QWEHT FUCT RAH0T APLLLYH
POl 4T RS POLENEICETO PheHT TouCT +RP PUFT
PO T OOYE S0 (IPLED APOMe PO PTINTOILE PRMET AT

48




FI9Ah TAUW
. — "~ —

foght AL FTIUCTHPT NAAE htFooim ¢h-Peike Phienoh,
WMo PPF “TINC AT CTPUCT RFA AFPOPA AG (ATSIE 9067
MU} AtoeAh+ PAD: FPC KT PIPCIPC r74-9° AR TR WeHE 2CH
BRLPA: AN 594 MANOR gvavseld RS AOHMT (LAY
R4 W% FFUCE o2amt L LAAS ARG

PIRN TT2¢ RTONA “TINC L9 P ovR S AHOE CTAT?
HPUCT AN MOET RS 07A RIRTYT PaviSTE DT Nae
M+ AAT FL00: AN

Rt Chh

dao(: AMLA( hIBEAD 9.9 £9°C)
Ja o

a2 FIUCH TRH Aldud 0N
RL X

Trinitycollege.edu.et T TAH N ONg®

The Re-birth of Geez

Mkidusan.org TuCt AT ANA #8577
Lop ,

¥ PInH FIVCT
Jh th

e ATEXE 0k ThH TuCE ThH

LT OAI4T AIRA FIUCED AR AR NFDF (ALNL TLA
P40 CTRA ORNL FOMLT AN TLhARA 19104 PEAT Naeing
ADA PAD ICEN NAAE ... OHT AVEFPEA: NCHTI° 07
A9 DA A No0RRE NAN NPRPOA ANHIZ A
C A0e/TIN04 DA AT ADLALIT RS meoid NNR AR
MNETF PONFPDP ol WCEA: APOA (168F NAFPRS L8P
HE AR AIPT N4ST ODIC AT AI° 1ML AG AI°T QAGE A9
963! AECavT £IKI.. NLL 1R+ NIWMT: NARAHETT QRSN
YICE Mh&N AZTINT ORASA AQTINNIZPT NLTCAHCE Nhard ho™nF
M0 KEPT NITA ... NavRhtr (hooCt owahd T QRI°VIC...

PNt OPE oE- WCHA:
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AAOMN/2I04 A+ AERCOTET POr2e- POt 0N HIE+H
ha THH 232 TIFEIT UACE AS £IR0 04T haLee Mt
PO FT Rde® APCOA: (hAL (MASRN AN RLACAT) OhT.9°.
+£9° (MRS TGF RS PCIC +29°) «lhé VAR ThTh AS
AF.oonth (PEOF A0 AR DAE) «Hhd AGT OO PRTIE»
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The GGMS Gospel mentions king Armah . It mentions him with the
repairing of certain churches by him., Ay ACo0™ 3747 £ 80P AL
TP AhI°HF 45 ' Armoh the king built the church of Mary of Hamzat '
The question here is ' who was Armah?’, The problem here is to know the time
when Armah ruled. However, it is difficult to know the exact time when Armah
reigned or as Kobishonov says "at the present time, we are not in a position to
say with cértainty how many Aksumite kings bore the name of Ezana or Kaleb or
Armah or Gersem etc. Almost every historian and numismatist has a somewhat
different opinion on this core”. The fact that he was a ruler in the Aksumite

 period is supported by evidence in the coins that hold the name Armah. But, still,
it is difficult to know whether it is a nickname like Abrhs or As ‘bha; it needs
Jurther investigation. The name Armah is a Ge'ez word Sfrom ramh. Hence, the
evidence that encouragues the time is linguistic and palaeographical evidence.
The name romh itself is the same pronunciation like the other semi vocalized
words in the period. Bul, the same evidence could be a linguistic and
paleogrbphical one.

We find this name word in the Bible (chronicle-I 12 :24). Tariks Nagast also
mentions this name. The meaning of the name is hero, fighter....the root of the
name rmh means to fight.

It is known that A%'® the pronoun, is found from the inscription, It is also
found from the Gospel of Abba Garima. The name Arma# is vefy similar to the

vocalization of some words in the period. This, therefore contradicts the idea of
Getachew Haile who elaims that the marginalia were added later times. This is
because the vocalization of some words is quite different from present usage.

" = is written without the influence of the guttural 4 because 4 when comes with = the guttural changes @ from the
first ordr 1o the other ordr.

" sh9 is e place found to the south east of Adua. .

'S In the GGMS, the researcher Jound A} which is very close to Ak Although it is not a sufficient reasom, the Gospel shows the
presence of present Amharic forms of nouns....And this alse a very good evidence that the language of the inscriptions and
the Gospels are very close in terms of phonology. As a result, in this regard, there is no way to say that the Gospels seem to
be written after the Aksumite period Even the presence of the Amharic word A% of the inscription is very old than that of the
Gospels.Hence, who wrote the Gospel? Was he influenced by Amharic speakers? Or were there present Ambaric speakers in
the period? Was he Himself Amharic speaker or was there Amharic dialects are these questions aof the researcher.
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