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THE LAST DAY OF EMPEROR TEWODROS II’s LIFE AND THE
LOOT OF MAGDALA

An Eve Witness Account by an American Author/Journalist. By Kidane Alemayehu
and Konjit Meshesha

«They (two British soldiers) observed a man standing near a haystack with a
revolver in his hand. When he saw them prepare to fire, he ran behind a
haystack, and both men heard plainly a shot fired. They came to the haystack,
they saw the man who had run behind lying prostrate on the ground dying, with
the revolver still convulsively clutched in his right hand ++

The inscription on a silver plate attached to the revolver read: ++

PRESENTED ++ BY++ VICTORIA ++ QUEEN OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND
++ TO ++THEODORUS ++ EMPEROR OF ABYSSINIA ++ AS A SLIGHT TOKEN OF
HER GRATITUDE ++ FOR HIS KINDNESS TO HER SERVANT PLOWDEN = 1854

The above graphic record is provided in the fascinating book entitled “Coomassie
and Magdala” by Henry M. Stanley (1874) who had traveled to Ethiopia as a war
correspondent for the New York Herald accompanying the British force that was
led by Lieut. -General Sir Robert Napier in 1868. This article is based on his
detailed record of what transpired on the last day of Emperor Tewodros’ life as
presented in Stanley’s book, pp 449-464. It also presents the astute observation
and detailed record of the Magdala loot by Stanley in pp 454-462. It is to be

" recalled that the purpose of the British force’s incursion into Ethiopia was to

achieve the release of British nationals imprisoned by Emperor Tewodros mainly
due to the fact that Queen Victoria failed to respond to his diplomatic initiatives
for increased ties between Great Britain and Ethiopia.

To continue with Stanley’s account:



Emperor Tewodros’ vision of a united and strong Ethiopia as well as the protection
of its rights to its properties in Israel including the Der Sultan monastery remain
the dream of all Ethiopians for generations.
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