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7Gk “brothers”  rOr “rejoice”
aGk “all the brothers”

sOr “encourage one another”

THE LETTER OF PAUL
TO THE

Galatians

Salutation

1Paul an apostle—sent neither by

human commission nor from human
authoritics, but through Jesus Christ and
God the Father, who raised him from the
dead— 2and all the members of God’s
familye who are with me,

To the churches of Galatia:

3Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,
swho gave himself for our sins o set us
free from the present evil age, according
to the will of our God and Father, $to
whom be the glory forever and cver.
Amen.

There Is No Other Gospel

6] am astonished that you are so
quickly deserting the one who called you
in the grace of Christ and arc turning to
a different gospel— 7not that there is
another gospel, but there arc sume who
are confusing you and want (o pervert
the gospel of Christ. #But even if we or
'Or “and the sharing in”
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dGk “brothers”

Galatians 1

an angel® from heaven should proclaim
lo you a gospel conlrary 10 what we
proclaimed to you, let that one be ac-
cursed! ? As we have said hefore, so now
I repeat, if anyone proclaims to you a
gospel contrary to what you received, let
that one be accursed!

10 Am I now secking buman approval,
or God’s approval? Or am [ trying 1o
please pcople? If 1 were still pleasing
people, I would not be a servante of
Christ.

Paul's Vindication of His Apostleship

11 For I want you to know, brothers
and sisters,4 that the gospel that was
proclaimed by me is not of human origin;
2for 1 did not receive it from a human
source, nor was [ taught it, but I received
it through a revelation of Jesus Christ,

13You have heard, no doubt, of my
earlier life in Judaism. I was violently
persecuting the church of God and was
trying to destroy it. ™I advanced in
Judaism beyond many among my people
of the same age, for I was far more
zealous for the traditions of my ances-
tors. 5But when God, who had set me
apart before I was born and called me
through his grace, was pleased $t0
reveal his Sen to me,? so that T might
proclaim him among the Gentilcs, I did
not confer with any human being, " nor
did T go up to Jerusalem to those who
were already apostles before me, but [
went away at once into Arabia, and after-
wards | returned Lo Damascus.

18Then after three years T did go up
to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and stayed
with him fifteen days; *but I did not sce
any other apostle except James the
Lord’s brother. 20In what I am writing to
you, before God, 1 do not lic! 2'Then I
went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia,
223nd 1 was stilt unknown by sight to the
churches of Judea that are in Chrisg
2they only heard it said, “The one who

eGk “in me”
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formerly was persecuting  us is now
proclaiming the faith he oncc tried to
destroy.” #*And they gloriticd God be-
cause of me.

Paul and the Other Apostles

2 1'Then after fourtcen years 1 went up
again to Jerusalem wilh Barnabas,
taking Titus along with me. 21 went up in
response to a revelation. Then 1 laid
before them (though only in a private
meeting with the acknowledged leaders)
the gospel that [ proclaim among the
Gentiles, in order to make sure that 1
was not running, or had not run, in vain.
3But even Titus, who was with me, was
not compelied to be circumeiscd, though
he was a Greek. 4But because of false
believers/ secretly brought in, who
siipped in to spy on the freedom we have
in Christ Jesus, so that they might
enslave us— Swe did not submit to them
even for a moment, so that the truth of
the gospel might always remain with you.
¢ And from those who were supposed to
be acknowledged leaders (what they ac-
tually were makes no diflerence to me;
God shows no partiality) —thosc leaders
contributed nothing to me. 7On the con-
trary, when they saw that I had been
entrusted with the gospel for Lhe uncir-
cumcised, just as Peter had bcen
entrusted with the gospel for the circum-
cised 8 (for he who worked through Peter
making him an apostlc to the circumcised
also worked through me in sending me to
the Gentiles), *and when James and
Cephas and John, who werc acknow-
ledged pillars, recognized the grace that
had been given to me, they gave to Bar-
nabas and me the right hand ol fellow-
ship, agreeing that we should go Lo the
Gentiles and they to the circumcised.
WThey asked only one thing, that we
remember the poor, which wus actually
what T wasg eager to do.

Paul Rebukes Peter at Antioch

11 But when Cephas came 10 Antioch,
I opposed him to his [ace, because he
stood self-condemned; '2for until certain
people came from James, he used 1o cat
with the Gentiles. But after they came,



423

26 AC 2AA NCS No°m: LR 17
h-t @17 £t LCF £41
59 MCS hAICh TAPx BP9
AREU-£ 299 ACSOAN AP0 Ny
FF@- woh o0 £40F hxche JC
L@ MIEF P2 BYIC 77 WL
@¥YLA AT QPFrF RIRAYLA
ey~ LH O-d &1 NéT:- A%F
REU-AF ANV OALU-£ *C PLLA
TAaidl +C NMFTC: Al Oke
e M ASS RILT 18 RAY
Tl hAv-T2 BAT O874T KE
2 T3 SMAFETE o Adil
RELEATPCE BYIC 17 Q@ QAN
hehth 0°1ar  RIRREP  RIE
(1M 77¢- RIREPT h@-dF: 207%
PAMN i (L] 276 DATTERE T+
AT &OTF T 26 ALUT (NCH
0 AFE NIREP WIL (hCOfN
AP RTISA R VYIC 17 ORCH
£ AIREP CICTLAT WIWPT 40
T 2 ST 1T bl
T ATILELN NCOFD PR AT
A28 YP? RREAC = 8oL
LUT HIL 16 POVIR WP &G h?
FARL RISWPF RANCBAU-S= 19RY
ARTLANAC hED- L ATC B2
Mh A AR °F MNCS = 2hh
Chfh 2C FOPERAG-I AL ho-?
AP T RASTCP hCARh 7
AL £SEAL U39 (127D P9°5C
I'F ¢ QOLLHAT A Ah &00F 00
m@+ QA NMLANMAC AR AL A AP
Y e LA Y- 21 PR NLANACT
29 KRAPAT I KL¥N Om1T (vA
hor aLen henta ahrk ot

31?w~n+m-n- PIAtE 0T
e : N9e5T e &1 Afhd hCh
40 K32 HOPA T R WCE
ARDIT RIS HH RILT® £R410
Fo- o171 107 207 AF hasH

Galatians 2.3

he drew back and kept himself separate
for fear of the circumcision faction.
BAnd the other Jews joined him in this
hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was led
astray by their hypocrisy. ¥ But when I
saw that they were not acting consistently
with the truth of the gospel, 1 said to
Cephas before them all, “If you, though
a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a
Jew, how can you compel the Gentiles to
live like Jews?”h

Jews and Gentiles Are Saved by Faith

15We ourselves are Jews by birth and
not Gentile sinners; ¥yct we know that a
person is justified’ not by the works of
the law but through faith in Jesus Christ.f
And we have come to believe in Christ
Jesus, 50 that we might be justified by
faith in Christ,* and not by doing the
works of the law, because no one will be
justified by the works of the law. 17 But if,
in our effort to be justified in Christ, we
ourselves have been found o be sinners,
is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly
not! BBut if 1 build up again the very
things that I once tore duwn, then 1
demonstrate that I am a lransgressor.
YFor through the law I dicd to the law,
so that I might live to God. I have been
crucified with Christ; 2 and it is no longer
I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me.
And the life I now live in the flesh I live
by faith in the Son ol God,’ who loved
me and gave himself for mc. 2'1 do not
nullify the grace of Geod; for if
justification comes through the law,
then Christ dicd for nothing.

Law or Faith
3 'You foolish Galatians! Who has be-
witched you? It was before your eyes
that Jesus Christ was publicly exhibited
as crucified! 2The only thing I want to
learn from you is this: Did you rceeive

hSome interpreters hold that the quotation extends into the following paragraph
iOr “reckoned as righteous;” and so clsewhere JOr “the faith of Jesus Christ”

kQr “the faith of Christ”

101 “by the faith of the Son of God”

mQr “righleousness”



®f AT APTF 3

WIEOIC NOSAU- 7 26 oL
nAErE ¢ W oot N
FPNATF-T? 3NISYT i
SFue? Qe EELTu hoet
222 TEACNTFu-3? ey Wik
NI rrh W12y £A oohe OhFE
FPNATFU-TT SKIMLY 03407 P71
Ao NRSTH Wi TRTE
POLeRCA: (Iihl ¢ 107% @Lh
has™sF IC ary eon*tt 10-17

6 1150~ ANCYT NANLAALAC
ROYG FLP T TEmiNT 2 TR]
h.fh WAt et WLy PAIC
yoge AET RIL 1Pr Aok 30°%h
£9° RIMLANAC A7 OAFrT
WL LRED AL heti- (A
2 Rt veae £04ha AN O
A? ARACYI® Rid e Ah= °AT
gHY AW et heeae
hAAICYS® I2C BALhKk s

10hm ¢ BPrt vt (TG
o FF STFOCI AhT PR AHF
(11a%+ vi RF 09185C U180
ag® i Ohe1em o e TRER
AG s NREP (W1 £56A Tk
KAG 939" AR NLANAC & O
NISLRALP AT 10z 2 hh
9 RLEAT® YIC Tii- POLEEC
- escnFh kb BORT
@t LAPA vk tHiTer e
A FHEhAT RCOEN DA AT AC
ey s ham ACTTr PETE
w3l 0T Hhd (W™t NIET
A+ PANCYY Neht af. kil
AP0 NCHRN LECHATD- HIL &

15 @& F e AL e
ATTE NAAG- 2 TN@ O (LT RC
anTFo3r WAT T RETRT
OLF ALMICOT = SARNCY
oG AHGI® OHNd@ FA TYILE
A AE-PTF RTLILYIC- ANCTES

424

the Spirit by doing the works of the law
or by believing what you heard? 3Are
you so foolish? Having started with the
Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh?
4Did you experience so much [or noth-
ing? --if it really was for nothing. 5Well
then, does God» supply you with the
Spirit and work miracles among you by
your doing the works of the law, or by
your believing what you heard?

6Just as Abraham “believed God, and
it was reckoned to him as righteousness,”
780, you se¢, those who believe are the
descendants of Abraham. 3 And the scrip-
ture, foreseeing that God would justify
the Gentiles by faith, declared the gospel
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the
Gentiles shall be blessed in you.” #For
this reason, those who bclieve are
blessed with Abraham who believed.

10 For alt who rely on the works of the
law are under a curse; for it is written,
“Cursed is everyone who docs not ob-
serve and obey all the things written in
the book of the law.” Y Now i1 is evident
that no one is justified before God by the
law; [or “The onc who is righteous will
live by faith.”e 12But the law does not
rest on faith; on the contrary, “Whoever
does the works of the law? will live by
them.” 13Christ redecmed us {rom the
curse of the law by becoming u curse for
us —for it is written, “Cursed is everyone
who hangs on a tree”— Min order that
in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham
might come to the Gentiles, so that we
might receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith.

The Promise to Abraham

15Brothers and sisters, ¢ I give an ex-
ample from daily life: once o person’s
will” has been ratified, no onc adds to it
or annuls it. ¥Now the promises were

rGk “he” 2Or “The one who is righteous through faith will live” PGk “does them”
7Gk “Brothers” Or “covenant” (as in verse 17)
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uOr “through the faith of Jesus Christ”

Galatians 3

made to Abraham and to his offspring;s
it does not say, “And to offsprings,”! as
of many; but it says, “And to your off-
spring,” that is, to one person, who is
Christ. My point is this: the law, which
came four hundred thirty years later,
does not annul a covenant previously
ratified by God, so as 1o nullify the
premisc. 13For if the inheritance comes
from the law, it no longer comes from
the promise; but God granted it to
Abraham through the promise.

The Purpose of the Law

19Why then the law? It was added
because of transgressions, until the off-
springs would come to whom the promise
had been made; and it was ordained
through angels by a mediator. 2*Now a
mediator involves more than one party;
but God is one.

211s the law then opposed to the
promises of God? Certzinly not! For if a
law had been given that could make alive,
then righteousness would indeed come
through the law. 22But the scripture has
imprisoned all things under the power of
sin, so that what was promised through
faith in Jesus Christ# might be given to
those who believe,

23Now before faith came, we were
imprisoned and guarded under the law
until  faith would be  revealed.
MTherefore the law was our dis-
ciplinarian until Christ came, so that we
might be justified by faith. 23But now that
faith has come, we arc no longer subject
to a disciplinarian, 2¢for in Christ Jesus
you are all children of God through faith,
27 As many of you as were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. ®There is no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and lemale; for
all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 22 And
if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s offspring,” heirs according to
the promise,
vGk “seed”
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4 1My point is Lhis: heirs, as long as

they are minors, arc no better than
slaves, though they are the owners of all
the property; 2but they rcmain under
guardians and trustees until the date set
by the father. 380 with us; while we were
minors, we were enslaved to the elemen-
tal spirits* of the world. 4But when the
fullness of time had come, God sent his
Son, born of a woman, born under the
law, Sin order to redecm those who were
under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as children. $And because you
are children, God has sent the Spirit of
his Son into our* hearts, crying, “Abbaly
Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave
but a child, and if a child then also an
heir, through God.?

Paul Reproves the Galatians

8Formerly, when you did not know
Guod, you were enslaved to beings that by
nature are not gods. * Now, however, that
you have come to know God, or rather
to be known by God, how can you turn
back again to the weak and beggarly
clemental spirits?¢ How can you want to
be enslaved to them again? '9You are
observing special days, and months, and
seasons, and years. 1] am alraid that my
work for you may have been wasted.

12 Friends,® T beg you, become as [
am, for I also have become as you are.
You have done me no wrong. ¥You
know that it was because of a physical
infirmity that I first announced the
gospel to you; ¥though my condition put
you to the test, you did not scorn or
despise me, but welcomed me as an angel

wOr “the rudiments” *Other ancient authorities read “your” ¥Aramaic for “Father”
zQther ancient authorities read “an heir of God through Christ” aQr “beggarly

rudiments” Gk “Brothers”
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cOther ancient authorities read “For Sinai is a mountain in Arabia”

authorities read “we” Gk “brothers”

Galatians 4

of God, as Christ Jesus. S What has be-
come of the goodwill you felt? For I
testify that, had it been possible, you
would have torn out your cycs and given
them to me. $Have I now become your
enemy by telling you the truth? ¥ They
make much of you, but for no good
purpose; they want to exclude you, so
that you may makc much of them. 18]t is
good to be made much of {or a good
purpose at all times, and not only when
I am present with you 1My little
children, for whom I am again in the pain
of childbirth until Christ is formed in you,
T wish I werce present with you now and
could change my tone, for I am perplexed
about you.

The Allegory of Hagar and Sarah

21Tell me, you who desire to be sub-
ject to the faw, will you not listen to the
law? 22For it is written that Abraham
had two sons, one by a slave woman and
the other by a frec woman. 2*Qne, the
child of the slave, was born according to
the flesh; the other, the child of the free
woman, was born through the promise.
#Now this is an allegory: these women
are two covenanis. One woman, in fact,
is Hagar, from Mount Sinai, bearing
children for slavery. **Now Hagar is
Mount Sinai in Arabia< and corresponds
to the present Jerusalem, for she is in
slavery with her children. 26 Bul the other
woman correspends to the Jerusalem
above; she is free, and she is our mother.
TFor it is written,
“Rejoice, you childless one, you
who bear no children,
burst inte seng and shout, you
who endure no birth pangs;
for the children of the desolate
woman are more numerous
than the children of the one
who is marricd.”
% Now you,4 my friends,¢ arc children of
the promise, like Isaac. 2 But just as at
that time the child who was born

4Qther ancient
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3

according to thc flesh persccuted the
child who was born according to the
Spirit, so it is now also. ¥ But what does
the scripture say? “Drive out the slave
and her child; for the child of the slave
will not share the inheritance with the
child of the free woman.” 3'So then,
friends,# we are children, not of the siave
but of the free woman.

1Fqr freedom Christ has set us free.
Stand firm, therefore, and do not sub-
mit again to a yoke of slavery.

The Nature of Christian Freedom

2 Listen! I, Paul, am telling you that if
you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ
will be of no benefit to you. 30Once again
I testify to every man who lets himself be
circumeised that he is obliged to obey the
entire law. 4 You who want to be justified
by the law have cut yourselves off from
Christ; you have fallen away from grace.
5For through the Spirit, by faith, we
cagerly wait for the hope of righteous-
ness. ¢ For in Christ Jesus neither circum-
cision nor uncircumcision counts for
anything; the only thing that counts is
faith working/ through love.

7You were running well; who
prevented you from obeying the truth?
8Such persuasion does not come from
the cne who calls you. ?A little yeast
leavens the whole batch of dough. 191 am
confident about you in the Lord that you
will not think otherwise. But whoever it
is that is confusing you will pay the penal-
ty. 1! But my [riends,& why am I still being
persecuted if 1 am still preaching circum-
cision? In that case the offense of the
cross has been removed. 121 wish those
who unsettle you would castrate them-
selves!

13For you were called to freedom,
brothers and sisters;s only do not use
your freedom as an opportunity for sclf-
indulgence,” but through love become
slaves to one another. ¥For the whole
law is summed up in a single command-
ment, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” 15If, however, you bitc and
devour one another, take care that you
are not consumed by one another.

the flesh”



429

1671 17 RAAv-: Nav3dh
ToApN 2 e 039° TP it At
L&avx 1700 (|lamFih AL auyd,
N7 1272 AL BooTAS 1 ALY
ACH OCATF@ LPPO N NAN
Vs @5+ AFLCT AT
&9 8(looFL N T as T N
NFF KRELEATFUI° = 190270 poge
¢F1AMm 10 ACKHY® Haot : Che
At + 0ao8iqF: arp17 *19ph :
PCE+ PAY NCRGC: YT
Ay REarTPl . 2Aaop PPt
CEPPE . PPN PYLA :
OhC: BT BUITS PeaohA
ez ROAPLTL R1I5AU-+ NWiL
LY PAT7 91280 PAHLAA L
Ch? ooyt REOCHY = 2¢a07
LN F4 T FPC: LNF: QAP
Fort . FCHEE OFrEt h9e
e t@-7t i LN @ e
BRILLY fATT ?7LhARA M
fA° = 2afhChtOh APOOT YPrE
A7 hhé ks WPk o
i =

25 v AAITC (9o
L9 nIemAANE BRCH (CAT?
ACTFIYS ReHPSST hvE KRG
anty i
6 YT P r Ao (1U15F

@9 QLA O 75 o234
e APSTU- AR NIEHY
PADT A@- (I8@D-YT av}in K
I AT £ WA TAAT &NV
MNP = 2RSS A ETRTS Ph1577
he 2ahy™ Ai%.0-9° ehCofn?
7l LRavzn 3RS TN ALUT
7 T .ampAm LiyE £AA
AS s ATIC 17 REIATS VM &N0D
e BLTE NILETS QXA NA
MA@ (@< PAPY DA &0 AF POL

Galatians 5.6
The Works of the Flesh

16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not
gratify the desires of the flesh. "For
what the flesh desires is opposed to the
Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is op-
posed to the flesh; for these are opposed
1o each other, to prevent you from doing
what you want. ¥But if you are led by
the Spirit, you are not subject to the law.
1¥Now the works of the flesh are obvious:
fornication, impurity, licentiousness,
Widolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife,
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, fac-
tions, 2lenvy,’ drunkenness, carousing,
and things like these. I am warning you,
as I warned you before: those who do
such things will not inherit the kingdom
of God.

The Fruit of the Spirit

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, 22 gentleness, and
self-control. There is no law against such
things. 24 And those who belong to Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires. 25If we live by the
Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.
¥%Let us not become conceited, compet-
ing against one another, envying one
another.

Bear One Another’s Burdens

6 "My friends,/ if anyone is detected in

a transgression, you who have
received the Spirit should restore such a
one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care
that you yourselves are not tempted.
2Bear onc another's burdens, and in this
way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
3For if those who are nothing think they
are something, they deceive themselves.
4 All must test their own work; then that
work, rather than their neighbor’s work,

{Other ancient authorities add “murder” JGk “Brothers” &Other ancient authorities

read “in this way fulfill”
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Gk “brothers”
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will become a cause [or pride. 5For all
must carry their own loads.

6 Those who are taught the word must
share in all good things with their
teachcr.

700 not be decceived; God is not
maocked, for you reap whatever you sow.
31 you sow to your own flesh, you will
reap corruption from the flesh; but if you
sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal
life from the Spirit. #So let us not grow
weary in doing what is right, for we will
reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.
10850 then, whenever we have an oppor-
tupity, let us work for the good of all, and
especially for those of the family of faith.

Final Admonitions and Benediction

11See what large letters I make when
I am writing in my own hand! 21t is
those who want to make a good showing
in the flesh that try to compel you to be
circomeised —only that they may not be
persecuted for the cross of Christ.
BEven the circumcised do not them-
selves obey the law, but they want you to
be circumcised so that they may boast
about your flesh. ¥May I never boast of
anything exccpt the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by which! the world has
been crucified to me, and [ to the world.
I5For= neither circumcision nor uncir-
cumcision is anything; but a new creation
is everything! 16As for those who will
follow this rule—peace be upon them,
and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

17From now on, let no one make
trouble for me; for I carry the marks of
Jesus branded on my body.

18May the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit, brothers and
sisters.” Amen.

mQOther ancient authorities add “in Christ Jesus”
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20ther ancient authorities lack “in Ephosus”

bGk “in him”  ¢Qr “been made a heritage”

THE LETTER OF PAUL
TO THE

Ephesians

Salutation
1 TPaul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by
the will of God,
To the saints who are in Ephcsus and
are faithful? in Christ Jesus:
2Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Spiritual Blessings in Christ

3Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose
us in Christ? before the foundation of
the world to be holy and blameless
before him in love. 5He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus
Christ, according to the good pleasure of
his will, ¢to the praisc of his glorious
gracc that he freely bestowed on us in
the Beloved. 7In him we have redemp-
tion through his blood, the forgiveness of
our trespasses, according to the riches of
his grace ®that he lavished on us. With all
wisdom and insight *he has made known
to us the mystery of his will, according to
his good pleasurc that he set forth in
Christ, 1%as a plan for the fullness of
time, to gather up all things in him, things
in heaven and things on carth. ¥]n
Christ wc have also obtained an in-
heritance,© having been destined accord-
ing to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his
counscl and will, 250 that we, who were
the first o set our hope on Christ, might
live for the praise of his glory. 3In him
you also, when you had heard the word
‘of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
had believed in him, were marked with
the scal of the promiscd Holy Spirit;
Hthis< is the pledge of our inheritance
toward redemption as God’s own people,
to the praise of his glory.

, reading “saints who are also faithful”

4Other ancient authoritics read “who”
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read “in Christ”

432

Paul’s Prayer

151 have heard of your faith in the
Lord Jesus and your love¢ toward all the
saints, and for this reason '$1 do not
cease 1o give thanks for you as [ remem-
ber you in my prayers. 171 pray that the
God ol our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom
and revelation as you come to know him,
Bgo that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the
hope to which he has called you, what are
the riches of his glorious inhcritance
among the saint$, Pand what is the im-
measurable greatness of his power for us
who believe, according to the working of
his great power. 20God/ put this powcr to
work in Christ when he raised him from
the dead and seated him at his right hand
in the heavenly places, Mfar above all
rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above cvery name that is
pamed, not only in this age but also in
the age {o come. 22And he has put all
things under his feet and has made him
the head over all things tor the church,
B3which is his body, the fullness of him
whao fills all in all.

From Death to Life

2 You were dead through the trespas-
scs and sins 2in which you once lived,
following the course of this world, [oliow-
ing the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those
who arc disobedient. 3 All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh,
following the desires of flesh and scnses,
and we were by nature children of wrath,
like cveryone else. 4But God, who is rich
in merey, out of the great love with which
he loved us Seven when we were dead
through our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christs—by grace you have
been saved — #and raised us up with him
and scated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the

Gk “He”  #Other ancient avthorities
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Ephesians 2

ages to come he might show the im-
mcasurable riches of his grace in kind-
ness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by
grace you have been saved through faith,
and this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God — ?not the result of works, so
that no onc may boast. ®For we are
what he has made us, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which Gaod
prepared beforehand to be our way of
life.

One in Christ

11 So then, remember that at one time
you Gentiles by birth,# called “the uncir-
cumcision” by those who are called “the
circumeision” —a  physical circumcision
made in the flesh by human hands—
Zremember that you were at that time
without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and sirangers to
the covenants ol promise, having no
hopc and without God in thc world.
13But pow in Christ Jesus you who once
were far off have been brought near by
the blood of Christ. ¥For he is our
peace; in his flesh he has made both
groups into one and has broken down the
dividing walil, that is, the hostility between
us. 'SHe has abolished the law with its
commandments and ordinances, that he
might create in  himsell one new
humanity in placc of thc two, thus
making pecace, 'and might reconcile
both groups 1o God in one body’ through
the cross, thus putting Lo death that hos-
tility through it/ YSo he came and
proclaimed peace to you who were far
off and peace to those who were near;
18for through him both of us have access
in one Spiril to the Father. 1?So then you
are no longer strangers and aliens, but
you are citizens with the saints and also
members of the houschold of God,
Wbuilt upon the foundation of the
apostlcs and prophets, with Christ Jesus

#Gk “in the flesh” iOr “reconcile both of us in one body for God” JQr “in him”, or

“in himsel”
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himsell as the cornerstone.® 21In him the
whole structure is joined together and
grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in
whom you also are built togcther
spiritually! into a dwelling place for God.

Paul’s Ministry to the Gentiles

3 ' This is the reason that I Paul am a
prisoner forn Christ Jesus for thc
sake of you Gentiles— 2for surely you
have already heard of the commission of
God’s grace that was given me for you,
3and how the mystery was made known
to me by revelation, as [ wrote above in
a few words, Ya reading of which will
enable you to perceive my understanding
of the mystery of Christ. $In former
generations this mystery” was not made
known to humankind, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gen-
tiles have become fellow heirs, members
of the same body, and sharers in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the
gospel.

70Of this gospel I have become a ser-
vant according to the gift of God’s grace
that was given me by the working of his
power. 8 Although I am the very least of
all the saints, this grace was given to me
lo bring to the Gentiles the news of the
boundless riches of Christ, 2and to make
everyone see® what is the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in# God who
created all things; %so that through the
church the wisdom of God in its rich
variety might now be made known to the
rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. "This was in accordance with the
cternal purpose that he has carried out
in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we
have aceess to God in boldness and con-
fidence through faith in him.# 331 pray
therefore that your may not lose heart
over my sufferings for you; they are your

glory.

kOr “keystone” /Gk “in the Spirit” =Or “of” =Gk “it> #Other ancient authorities

read “to bring o light” rOr “by”

40r “the faith of him”

tOr “1”
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SOther ancient authorities add “of our Lord Jesus Christ”

ancient authorities add “first”

Ephesians 3-4

Prayer for the Readers

14For this reason I bow my knees
before the Father,® 13from whom every
family! in heaven and on earth takes its
name. '$] pray that, according to thc
riches of his glory, he may grant that you
may be strengthened in your inner being
with power through his Spirit, 17 and that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith, as you are being rooted and
grounded in love. B8] pray that you may
have the power to comprehend, with all
the saints, what is the breadth and length
and height and depth, ?and to know the
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
so that you may be filled with all the
fullness of God.

20Now to him who by the power at
work within us is able to accomplish
abundantly far more than all we can ask
or imagine, to him bec glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus (o all genera-
tions, forever and ever. Amen.

Unity in the Body of Christ

11 therefore, the prisoner in the Lord,

beg you to lead a life worthy of the
calling to which you have been called,
2with ali humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in
love, Ymaking every effort to maintain
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit,
just as you were called to the one hope
of your calling, Sone Lord, one faith, one
baptism, éone God and Father of all, who
is above all and through all and in all.

7But each of us was given grace ac-
cording to the measure’ of Christ’s gift.
8Therefore it is said,

“When he ascended on high he
made captivity itself
a captive;
he gave gifts to his people.”

?(When it says, “He asccnded,” what
does it mean but that he had also
descended* into the lower parts of the

1Gk “fatherhood” «Other
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carth? ®He who descended is the same
one who ascended far above all the
heavens, so that he might fill all things.}
U The gilts he gave were thal some would
be apostles, some prophels, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
I2to cquip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, Buntil all of us come to the unity
of the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to maturity, to the measure
of the full stature of Christ. ¥We must
no longer be children, tossed to and f{ro
and blown about by every wind of
doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their
craftiness in deceitful scheming. 'SBut
speaking the truth in love, we must grow
up in every way into him who is the head,
into Christ, %from whom the whole
body, joined and knit together by every
ligament with which it is equipped, as
each part is working properly, promotes
the body’s growth in building itself up in
love.

The Old Life and the New

17Now this 1 affirm and insist on in
the Lord: you must no longer live as the
Gentiles live, in the futility of their
minds. BThey are darkened in their un-
derstanding, alienated from the life of
God because of their ignorance and
hardness of heart. ¥?They have lost all
sensitivity and have abandoned them-
selves to licentiousness, greedy to prac-
tice cvery kind of impurity. 2*That is not
the way you learned Christ! 2t For surely
you have heard about him and were
taught in him, as truth is in Jesus. 22You
were taught to put away your former way
of life, your old self, corrupt and deluded
by its lusts, 22and to be renewed in the
spirit of your minds, ¥ and to clothe your-
sclves with the new selt, created accord-
ing to the likencss of God in true
righteousness and holiness.
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¥Other ancient authoritics rcad “building up faith”

“us”  *QOther ancient authorities read “you”

Ephesians 4-5
Rules for the New Life

2580 then, putting away falschood, let
all of us speak the truth to our neighbors,
for we are members of one another. 26Be
angry but do not sin; do not let the sun
go down on your anger, Zand do not
make room (or the devil. 28 Thicves must
give up stealing; rather let them labor
and work honcestly with their own hands,
o as to have something to share with the
needy. ¥Let no cvil tatk come out of
your mouths, but only what is useful for
building up,” as there is need, so thal
your words may give grace Lo those who
hear. 3 And do not gricve the Holy Spirit
of God, with which you were marked
with a seal for the day of redemption.
3Put away from you all bitterness and
wrath and anger and wrangling and
slander, together with all malice, 32and
be kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, as God in Christ
has forgiven you.w
5 ITherefore be imitators of God, as

beloved children, 2and live in love, as
Christ loved us* and gave himself up for
us, a fragrant offcring and sacrifice to
Ged.

Renounce Pagan Ways

3 But fornication and impurity of any
kind, or greed, must not cven be men-
tioned among you, as is proper among
saints. 4Enlirely out of place is obscene,
silly, and vulgar talk; but instead, lct
there be thanksgiving. 5Be sure of this,
that no fornicator or impure person, or
one who is greedy (that is, an idolater),
has any inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and of God.

6Let no onc deceive you with empty
words, for because of these things the
wrath of God comes on those who are
disobedient. ?Therefore do not be as-
sociated with them. 3For once you were
darkness, but now in the Lord you are

wQOther ancient authorities read
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light. Live as children of light— *for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is
good and right and true. W Try o tind out
what is pleasing to the Lord. ! Take no
part in the unfruitful works of darkness,
but instead expose them. ZFor it is
shameful even to mention what such
people do secretly; 13bul everything ex-
posed by the light becomes visible, 4for
everything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on youw.”

15Be careful then how you live, not as
unwise people but as wise, 1making the
most of the time, because the days are
evil. "So do not be foolish, but under-
stand what the will of the Lord is. ¥Do
not get drunk with wine, for that is
debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit,
1%as you sing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs among yourselves, singing
and making melody to the Lord in your
hearts, 2 giving thanks t¢ God the Father
at all times and for everything in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Christian Household

21 Be subject to onc another out of
reverence for Christ.

22 Wives, be subject to your husbands
as you are to the Lord. Z3For the hus-
band is the head of the wife just as Christ
is the head of the church, the body of
which hc is the Savior. MJust as the
chureh is subject to Christ, so also wives
ought to be, in everything, to their hus-
bands.

25Husbands, love your wives, just as
Christ loved the church and gave himself
up for her, %6in order to make her holy
by cleansing her with the washing of
water by the word, 250 as to present the
church to himsell in splendor, without a
spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind—
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Ephesians 5.6

ves, so that shc may be holy and without
blemish. 28In the same way, husbands
should love their wives as they do their
own bodies. He who loves his wife loves
himselll 2 For no one ever hates his own
body, but he nourishes and tenderly cares
for it, just as Christ does for the church,
Wheeause we are members of his body.y
31“For this reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be joined to his
wife, and the two will become one flesh.”
32This is a great mystery, and I am apply-
ing it to Christ and the church. 33 Each of
you, however, should love his wife as
himself, and a wife should respect her
husband.

Children and Parents

6 IChildren, obey your parents in the
Lord,? for this is right. 2“Honor your
father and mother” —this is the first com-
mandment with a promise: 3so that it
may be well with you and you may live
long on the earth.”

4 And, fathers, do not provoke your
children to anger, but bring them up in
the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Slaves and Masters

5Slaves, obecy your earthly masters
with fear and trembiing, in singleness of
heart, as you obey Christ; Snot only while
being watched, and in order Lo pleasc
them, but as slaves of Christ, doing the
will of God from the heart. 7Render
service with enthusiasm, as to the Lord
and not to men and women, 8knowing
that whatever good we do, we will receive
the same again from the Lord, whether
we are slaves or free.

9 And, masters, do the same 10 them.
Stop threatening them, for you know that
both of you have the same Master in
heaven, and with him there is no par-
tiality.

»Other ancient authoritics add “of his flesh and of his bones” zOther ancient

authorities lack “in the Lord”
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@Other ancient authoritics read “your”
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The Whole Armor of God

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and
in the strength of his power. 11 Put on the
wholc armor of God, so that you may be
ahle to stand against the wiles of the
devil. 2For our¢ struggle is not against
encmies of blood and flesh, but against
the rulers, against the authoritics, against
the cosmic powers of this present dark-
ness, against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up
the whole armor of God, so that you may
be able to withstand on that evil day, and
having done everything, to stand firm.
1 Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of
truth around your waist, and put on the
breastplate of righteousness. 1* As shoes
for your feet put on whatever will make
you ready to proclaim the gospel of
peace. ¥ With all of these,® take the
shicld of faith, with which you will be able
to quench all the {laming arrows of the
evil one. 7 Take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God.

18Pray in the Spirit at all times in
every prayer and supplication. To that
end keep alert and always perscvere in
supplication for all the saints. ¥ Pray also
for me, so that when I speak, a message
may be given 10 me to make known with
boldness the mystery of the gospel, ¢ #for
which I am an ambassador in chains.
Pray that I may declarc it boldiy, as 1
must speak.

Personal Matters and Benediction

2180 that you also may know how 1
am and what I am doing, Tychicus will
tell you everything. He is a dear brother
and a faithful minister in the Lord. 22
am sending him to you for this very
purpose, to let you know how we are, and
1o encourage your hcarts.

23Peacc be to the whole community, 4
and love with faith, from God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24Grace be
with all who have an undying love for our
Lord Jesus Christ.c

_€Other ancient
eQther ancient authorities add
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cQOr “overseers and helpers”
FGk “brothers”

THE LETTER OF PAUL
TO THE

Philippians

Salutation

'Paul and Timothy, servantse of
Christ Jesus,

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who
are in Philippi, with the bishops? and
deacons:©

2Grace to you and peace {rom God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul’s Prayer for the Philippians

31 thank my God every time | remem-
ber you, 4constantly praying with joy in
every one of my prayers for all of you,
Sbecausc of your sharing in the gospel
from the first day vatil now. I am con-
fident of this, that the onc who began a
good work among you will bring it to
completion by the day of Jesus Christ, 7It
is right for me to think this way about all
of you, because you hold me in your
heart, for all of you share in God's
grace® with me, both in my imprisonment
and in the defense and confirmation of
the gospel. 3For God is my witness, how
T long for all of you with the compassion
of Christ Jesus. ? And this is my prayer,
that your love may overllow more and
more with knowledge and full insight Wto
help you to determine what is best, so
that in the day of Christ you may be pure
and blameless, having produced the
harvest of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ for the glory and
praise of God.

Paul’'s Present Circumstances

121 want you to know, beloved,f that
what has happened to me has actually
helped to spread the gospel, ¥so that it
has become known throughout the whole
imperial guard# and to everyone else that
my imprisonment is for Christ; and
most of the brothers and sisters,/ having
been made confident in the Lord by my
imprisonment, dare to speak the word#
with greater boldness and without fear.

d0r “because 1 hoid you

&Gk “whole praetorium” #Other
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15Some prociaim Christ {rom cnvy
and rivalry, but others from goodwill.
15These proclaim Christ out of love,
knowing that T have been put here for
the defense of the gospel; ihe others
proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition,
not sincerely but intending to increase
my suffcring in my imprisonment.
BWhat does it matter? Just this, that
Christ is proclaimed in egvery way,
whether out of falsc motives or true; and
in that I rejoice.

Yes, and T will continue o rejoice,
19for T know that through your prayers
and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ
this will turn out for my deliverance. 20Tt
is my cager expectation and hope that 1
will not be put to shame in any way, but
that hy my spcaking with all boldness,
Christ will be cxalted now as always in
my body, whether by life or by death.
M For to me, living is Christ and dying is
gain. 2If I am to live in the flesh, that
means frujtful labor for me; and I do not
know which I prefer. 227 am hard pressed
between the two: my desire is to depart
and be with Christ, for that is far better;
#put to remain in the flesh is more
necessary for you. 258ince I am con-
vinced of this, I know that I will remain
and continue with ali of you for your
progress and joy in faith, 26so that T may
share abundantly in your boasting in
Christ Jesus when I come to you again.

270nly, live your life in a manner
worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether I come and sec you or am ab-
sent and hear about you, I will know that
you arc standing firm in one spirit, striv-
ing side by side with onc mind for the
faith of the gospel, ®and are in no way
intimidated by your opponents. For them
this is evidence of their destruction, but
of your salvation. And this is God's
doing. 2*For he has graciously granted
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{Or “that you have”

Philippians 1-2

you the privilege not only of believing in
Christ, but of suffering for him as well—
¥Wsince you are having the same struggle
that you saw [ had and now hear that I
still have.
Imitating Christ’s Humility
2 Uf then there is any cncouragement
in Christ, any consolation {rom love,
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion
and sympathy, 2make my joy complete:
be of the samc mind, having the samc
love, being in full accord and of one
mind. 3Da nothing from seifish ambition
or conccit, but in humility regard others
as better than yourselves. 4Let each of
you look not to your own interests, but
to the interests of others. SLet the same
mind be in you that was! in Christ Jesus,
$who, though he was in the form
of God,
did not regard cquality with
God
as something 10 be exploited,
Thut emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
3 he humbled himself
and became obedient to the
peoint of death—
even death on a cross.

?Therefore God also highly
exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
1950 that at the name ol Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and
under the earth,
Hand every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Shining as Lights in the World

12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you
have always obeyed me, not only in my
prescnce, but much more now in my
absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling; B3for it is God
who is at work in you, enabling you both
to will and to work for his good pleasure.
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14De all things without murmuring
and arguing, 1¥so that you may be blame-
less and children of God
without blemish in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation, in which you
shine like stars in the world. €It is by
your holding (ast to the word of life that
I can boast on the day of Christ that I did
not run in vain or labor in vain. 7But

innocent,

even il I am being poured out as a liba-
tion over the sacrifice and the offering of
your faith, I am glad and rcjoice with all
of you— Band in the same way you also
must be glad and rejoice with me.

Timothy and Epaphroditus

191 hope in the Lord Jesus to send
Timothy Lo you soon, so that I may be
cheered by news of you. 1 have no one
like him who will be genuinely concerned
for your welfare, 21 All of them arc seek-
ing their own interests, not those ol Jesus
Christ. 22 But Timothy’s/ worth you know,
how like a son with a father he has
served with me in the work of the gospel.
3] hope therefore to send him as soon
as I see how things go with me; 24and 1
trust in the Lord that I will also come
5001,

258l I think it necessary to send to
you Epaphroditus—my brother and co-
soldier, your
messengert and minister to my need;
#for he has been longing for! ali of you,

worker  and  {ellow

and has been distressed because you
heard that he was ill. 27 He was indeed so
il that he nearly died. But God had
mercy on hint, and not only on him but
on me also, so that T would not have one
sorrow after another. 23] am the more

{Other ancient authoritics read “longing to see”
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PGk “the mutilation”

"Or “through the {aith of Christ™ +Gk “him”

Philippians 2-3

eager 10 send him, therefore, in order
that you may rejoice at seeing him again,
and that I may be less anxious.
PWelcome him then in the Lord with ali
Jjoy, and honor such people, 3because he
came close to death for the work of
Christ,” risking his life to make up for
those services that you could not give me.
3 Finally, my brothers and sisters,”
rejoice? in the Lord.

Breaking with the Past

To write the same things 1o you is not
troublesome to me, and for you it is a
safeguard.

2Beware of the dogs, bewarc of the
evil workers, beware of those who muti-
tate the [lesh!? 3For it is we who are the
circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of
God¢ and boast in Christ Jesus and have
no confidence in the flesh— 4even
though 1, too, have reason [or confidence
in the fesh.

Il anyone cisc has reason 1o be confi-
dent in the flesh, I have morc:
Scircumcised on the eighth day, a mem-
ber of the people of Isracl, of the tribe
of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews:
as to the law, a Pharisee; $uas 1o zeal, a
persceutor of the church; as to righteous-
ness under the law, blameless,

7Yel whatever gains [ had, these T
have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. #Morc than that, 1 regard
everything as loss because of the surpass-
ing value of knowing Christ Jcsus my
Laord. For his sake I have suifered the
loss of all things, and I regard them as
rubbish, in order that T may gain Christ
%and be found ‘in him, not having a
righteousness of ‘my own that comes
from the law, but one that comes through
faith in Christ,r the righteousness from
God based on faith. 1°I want to know
Christ* and the power of his resurrection
and the sharing of his sufferings by be-
coming like him in his death, Wif
#Gk “my hrothers”  oOr “farewell”
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“my own yct” WGk “upward”
z0r “his glorious body” <Gk “my brothers”

©Gk “Brothers”
£0r “commonwcalth”
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somehow I may attain the resurrection
from the dead.

Pressing toward the Goal

12Not that T have already obtained
this or havc already rcached the goak!
but I press on to make it my own, be-
cause Christ Jesus has made me his own.
13 Beloved,# I do not consider that I have
made it my own;” but this onc thing 1 do:
forgetting what lics behind and straining
[orward 10 what lics ahead, #{ press on
toward the goal for the prize of the
heavenly® call of God in Christ Jesus.
15T ¢t those ol us then who are mature
be of the same mind; and if you think
differently about anything, this too God
will reveal to you. ¥ Only let us hold fast
o what we have attained.

17 Brothers and sisters,* join in imitat-
ing me, and obscrve thosc who live ac-
cording to the cxample you have in us.
8For many live as encmies of the cross
of Christ; I have often told you of them,
and now [ tell you even with lears.
B Their end is destruction; their god is
the belly; and their glory is in their
shame; their minds are set on earthly
things. 2°Bul our citizenship* is in
heaven, and it is from there thal we are
expecling a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
21He will transform the body of our
humiliation¥ that it may be conformed to
the body of his glory,? by the power that
also cnables him to make all things sub-
jeet o himself.
4 ' Therefore, my brothers and sisters,4

whom I love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way,
my beloved.

Exhortations

21 urge Euodia and T urge Syntyche to
be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, .

vOther ancient authorities read
yOr “our humble bodies”
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Philippians 4

and T ask you also, my loyal companion, s
help these women, for they have strug-
gled beside me in the work of the gospel,
together with Clement and the rest of my
co-workcers, whose names arc in the book
of fife.

4 Rejoices in the Lord always; again I
will say, Rejoice.c 5Let your gentleness
be known to everyone. The Lord is near.
Do not worry about anything, but in
cverything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. 7And the peacc of
Gad, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.

8Finally, beloved, whatever is true,
whatever 18 honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing,
whatever is commendable, if there is any
cxecllence and i there is anything worthy
of praise, think about¢ these things.
9Keep on doing the things that you have
learned and received and heard and seen
in me, and the God of peace will be with
you.

Acknowledgment of the
Philippians’ Gift

10T rejoicef in the Lord greatly that
now at last you have revived your con-
cern lor me; indeed, you were concerned
for me, but had no opportunity o show
it.s "Not that I am referring to being in
nced; for T have lcarned o be content
with whatcver T have. 12T know what it is
10 have little, and T know what it is to
have plenty, In any and all circumstances
I have learned the secret of being well-
fed and ol going hungry, of having plenty
and of being in need. 131 can do ail things
through him who strengthens me. 4In
any casc, it was kind of you to share my

SPLAKNRN APTF Fe: OFLA  disucss.
bOr “loyal Syzygus™  cOr “Farewcll” <Gk “hrothers™ <Gk “take account of” fGk “I

rejoiced”  £GkJacks “lo show it”
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15You Phitippians indecd know (hat
in the early days of the gospel, when 1
left Macedonia, no church shared with
me in the matter of giving and receiving,
cxcept you alone, 1$For even when I was
in Thessalonica, you sent me help for my
needs more than once. 17Not that 1 seek
the gift, but 1 scek the profit that ac-
cumulates to your account, 1 have been
paid in full and have more than enough;
[ am fully satislied, now that I have
received from Epaphroditus the gifts you
sent, a fragrant ollering, a sacrifice ac-
ceptable and pleasing to God. " And my
God will [ully satisly every nced ol yours
according (o his riches in glory in Christ
Jesus. 20To our God and Father be glory
forever and cver. Amen.

Final Greetings and Benediction

21GCreet every saint in Christ Jesus.
The {ricnds” who are with me greet you.
2 All the saints grecl you, cspecially
those of the emperor’s household.

23The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
be with your spirit.!

iOther ancient authorities add “Amen”
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aGk “brothers” #Gk “slave” ¢Other ancient authoritics read “our”
fOther ancient authorities read “us”

“Other ancient authorities rcad “called”

THE LETTER OF PAUL
TO THE

Colossians

Salutation

1 *Paul, an apostlc of Christ Jesus by
the will of God, and Timothy our
brother,

2To the saints and faithful brothers
and sisters? in Christ in Colossae;

Grace to you and peace from God our
Father.

Paul Thanks God for the Colossians

3In our prayers for you we always
thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, #for we have heard of your faith
in Christ Jesus and of the love that you
have for all the saints, Sbecause of the
bope laid up for you in heaven. You have
heard of this hope before in the word of
the truth, the gospel $that has come to
you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing
in the whole world, so it has been bearing
fruit among yourselves from the day you
heard it and truly comprchended the
grace of God. "This you learned from
Epaphras, our beloved feliow servant.®
He is a faithful minister of Christ on
youre behalf, 3and he has made known
10 us your love in the Spirit.

9For this reason, since the day we
heard it, we have not ceased praying for
you and asking that you may be filled
with the knowledge of God'sd will in all
spiritual wisdom and understanding, @so
thal you may lcad lives worthy of the
Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear
fruit in every good work and as you grow
in the knowledge of God. 1'May you be
made strong with all the strength that
comes {rom his glorious power, and may
you be prepared to endure cverything
with patience, while joyfully Hgiving
thanks to the Father, who has enablede
youf to sharc in the inheritance of the
saints in the light. Y He has rescued us
from the power ol darkness and trans-
ferred us into the kingdom of his beloved

dGk “his”
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Son, Win whom we have redemption, the
forgivencss of sins.s

The Supremacy of Christ

15He is the image of the invisible
Gaod, the firstborn of all crcation; ¢ for
in# him all things in heaven and on earth
were crealed, things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or powcrs—all things have been created
through him and for him. 7 He himself is
before all things, and in® him all things
hold together. 8He is thc head of the
body, the church; he is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, so that he might
come to have first place in everything.
1 For in him all the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell, 20and through him God
was plcascd to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by
making pcace through the blood of his
Cross.

21 And you who were once estranged
and hostile in mind, doing cvil deeds,
22he has now reconciled? in his fleshly
body/ through death, so as to present you
holy and blameless and irreproachable
before him— 2*provided that you con-
linue securcly cstablished and steadfast
in the faith, without shilting from the
hope premised by the gospel that you
hcard, which has been proclaimed to
every creature under heaven. 1, Paul, be-
came a servant of this gospel.

Paul’s Interest in the Colossians

241 am now rejoicing in my sulferings
for your sake, and in my flcsh T am
completing what is lacking in Christ’s
afflictions for the sake of his body, that
is, the church. 251 becamc its servant
according to God’s commission that was
given 1o me for you, to make the word of
God fully known, 26 the mystery thal has
been hidden throughout the ages and
generations but has now been revealed to

A0r “by” {Other ancient

authorities read “you have now been reconcited” Gk “in the body of his flesh”
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Colossians 1-2

his saints. 27 To them God chose to make
known how great among the Gentiles are
the riches of the glory of this mystery,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
%1t is hc whom we proclaim, warning
everyone and teaching cveryonc in all
wisdom, so that we may present everyone
maturce in Christ. 2*For this I toil and
strugglc with all the cnergy that he
powerfully inspires within me.
2 1For T want you to know how much I
am struggling for you, and for those
in Laodicea, and for all who have not
secn me face to face. 2T want their hearts
Lo be cncouraged and united in love, so
that they may have all the riches of as-
sured understanding and have the
knowledge of God’s mystery, that is,
Christ himself,* 3in whom arc hidden all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
41 am saying this so that no one may
deceive you with plausible arguments.
SFor though I am absent in body, yet I
am with you in spirit, and I rejoice to see
your morale and the firmness of your
taith in Christ.

Fullness of Life in Christ

6As you thercfore have received
Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live
your lives! in him, 7rooted and built up
in him and cstablished in the faith, just
as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.

8Sce to it that no one takes you
captive through philosophy and empty
deceil, according to human tradition,
according to the clemental spirits of the
universe,” and not according 1o Christ.
*For in him the whole (ullness of deity
dwells bodily, ®and you have come to
tullness in him, who is the head of cvery
ruler and authority. "'In him also you

%QOther ancient authorities read “of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of

Christ” Gk “to walk”

#0r “the rudiments ol the world”
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AGk “a circumcision made without hands”

“made us”; others, “made” 20r “divested himsell of”

“not dwelling” sMeaning of Gk uncerlain
rudiments of the world”
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were  circumcised  with  a  spiritual
circumcision,” by putting off the body of
the (lesh in the circumcision of Christ;
Zwhen you were buried with him in
baptism, you were also raised with him
through faith in the power of God, who
raised him from the dead. ¥ And when
you were dead in trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God? made
your alive togcther with him, when he
forgave us all our trespasscs, Merasing
the record that stood against us with its
legai demands. He set this aside, nailing
il to the cross. 15He disarmed? the rulers
and authorities and made a pubiic
examplc of them, trivmphing over them
in it.

16 Therefore do not let anyone con-
demn you in matters of food and drink
or of observing festivals, new moons, or
sahbaths. 17 These arc only a shadow of
what is to come, but thc substance
belongs to Christ. Do not let anyone
disqualify you, insisting on sclf-abase-
ment and worship of angels, dwelling” on
visions,s puffed up without cause by a
human way of thinking,’ ®and not hold-
ing fast to the head, from whom the
whaole body, nourished and held together
by its ligaments and sincws, grows with a
growth that is from God.

Warnings against False Teachers

200t with Christ you died to the
elemental spirits of the universe,® why do
you live as if you still belonged to the
world? Why do you submit 1o regula-
tions, 2'*Do not handle, Do not taste, Do
not touch™? 22 All these regulations refer
to things that perish with use; they are
simply human commands and teachings.
B These have indeed an appearance of
wisdom in promoting sclf-imposed piety,
humility, and severc treatment of the
body, but they are ol ne value in checking
scll-induigence.

aGk “he”  pOther ancient awthorities read

rOther ancient authoritics read
tGk “by the mind of his flesh” #Or “the

vQOr “arc ol no value, serving only to indulge the fiesh”

o
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Colossians 3

The New Life in Christ

3 150 il you have becen raised with

Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand
of God. ?8et your minds on things that
are above, not on things that are on
earth, *for you have died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ
who is yourw lifc is revealed, then you
also will be revealed with him in glory,

SPut to death, therefore, whalever in
you is earthly: fornication, impurity, pas-
sion, evil desire, and greed (which is
idolatry}. ¢ On account of these the wrath
of God is coming on those who arc dis-
obedient.* 7These are the ways you also
once [ollowed, when you were living that
life.y 3But now you must get rid of all
such  things—anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and abusivez language from your
mouth. *Do not lie to one another,
seeing that you have stripped off the old
self with its practices Wand have clothed
yourselves with the new self, which is
being renewed in knowledge according to
the image of its creator. 1In that
renewal? there is no longer Greck and
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, bar-
barian, Scythian, slave and free; but
Christ is all and in all!

12As God’s chosen oncs, holy and
beloved, clothe yoursclves with compas-
sion, kindness, humility, meckness, and
patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if

anyonc has a complaint against another,

wOther authorities read “our”  *QOther ancient authorities lack “on those who are
disobedieat” (Gk “the children of disobedience™ »Or “living among such people”

20r “filthy” oGk “its creator”, *where”
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b Qther ancient authorities read “just as Christ”
40O1her ‘ancient authorities read “ta the Lord”

God”, or “of the Lord”
same word is used for “master” and “Lord”
of”, or “be slaves of”
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forgive cach other; just as the Lord? has
forgiven you, so you also must forgive.
13 Above all, clothe yoursclves with love,
which binds cverything together in per-
fect harmony. 15And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which in-
deed you were called in thc one body.
And be thankful. '$Iet the word of
Christe dwell in you richly; tcach and
admonish onc¢ another in all wisdom; and
with gratitude in your hcarts sing psalms,
hymns, and spirituat songs to God.4
17 And whatever you do, in word or deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.

Rules for Christian Households

18 Wives, be subject (o your husbands,
as is fitting in the Lord. ¥ Husbands, love
your wives and never treat them harshly.

20Children, obey your parents in
everything, for this is your acceptable
duty in the Lord. 2!Fathers, do not
provoke your children, or they may losc
heart. 2 Slaves, obey your earthly
masters® in everything, not only while
being walched and in order to please
them, but wholcheartedly, fearing the
Lord.c 23 Whatever your Lask, put yoursel-
ves into it, as done for the Lord and not
{or your masters,/ Msince you know that
from the Lord you will receive the in-
heritance as your reward; you serve& the
Lord Christ. 2For the wrongdoer will be
paid back for whatever wrong has been
done, and there is no partiality.

4 I Masters, treat your slaves justly and
fairly, for you know that you also
have a Master in heaven.

Further Instructions

2Dcvole yourselves Lo prayer, keep-
ing alert in it with thanksgiving. 3AL the
samc time pray for us as well that God
will open to us a door for the word, that
we may declare the mysiery of Christ, for
¢Other ancient authoritics rcad “of

¢In Greek the

IGk “not for men” £Or “you are slaves



455

L RARI AAGIC AILTLINY
FUA AN1AMO {18 RALRAT =

5 HoorY}  APPEFv-:  Noep
Nk 0L 00 FoeAdd e BAN
FI81% AI1L%T RISToAN W18
LMFy- Fog 0L 16T
ALR : (@ N3L Jovoo;
k2 Lu-y =

70t@mL L @3L9°% ¢4 a0t KA
2L MF9 AACT N6 er1 th,
&N rEERT N OGP TAA G
L9 L P17 WL a-kG ANTFu-Y
ATLLRSY  hae+ hrrarg ht
aydr 2w em-9° @389 hAS.
Ph 2C L KRG PPAhD AAILY
Nret i PHUT 0% @l
Ui PO O-ERTAA =

10-11 h+ 1t @17 Pt i
K hak oC £04 hCOTreha o
CNg® YO8 am AP “1CEN AN
mO9® A R PO NATSS PECIHAT
AN QA TICeN:- @L AGH
Lo s FEeT C7LA TRUH +Pi
AT i AR THLANAC e 312F hii
AC hlldo $99pét ALY ANF
ST @ REPP AXSTFO-TA = 12h)
S ot PhChFD N8P RARE NA
o PPCAATAA L AANLAOAG
LPE v TLRITUE FRATT UG
Fuo- N1 FEov: p-ALHL DA WS
NRA=k LILANA 2 BAA ATHF A
TP MR £E 1019 NAA4: AP
K897 ROPONCATAVS 2 “Otaf,
Lar O oo 5 pFD LN NA
°F PPCOAATAA = SNA-LPP ANk
DILPFS A4 NLEF AT
Lt NCOEET DA RPCO-AT
BLUTI® awARNT (INGHE 1L hi
MT XA A2 e APTF 990G
L2 AISTFIN0 RECTE ha-Ad
£9° PTTT@ aoANRT A5

Colossians 4

which I am in prison, 4s0 that I may
reveal it clearly, as T should.

3Conduct yourselves wisely loward
outsiders, making the most of the time.»
¢Let your specch always be gracious,
seasoned with salt, so that you may know
how you ought to answer cveryone.

Final Greetings and Benediction

TTychicus will tell you all the news
about me; he is a beloved brother, a
[aithful minister, and a fellow scrvant’ in
the Lord. 3T have sent him to you for this
very purposc, so that you may know how
we are/ and that he may encourage your
hearts; ?he is coming with Oncsimus, the
faithful and beloved brother, who is one
of you. They will tcll you about every-
thing here.

10Aristarchus  my fellow prisoner
greels you, as does Mark the cousin of
Barnabas, conccrning whom you have
received instructions —if he comes to
you, welcome him. "And Jesus who is
called Jusius greets you. These are the
only ones of the circumeision among my
co-workers for the kingdom of God, and
they have been a comfort 10 me.
2 Epaphras, who is one ol you, a servanté
of Christ Jesus, greets you. He is always
wrestling in his prayers on your behalf, so
that you may stand mature and fully
assured in everything that God wills,
Y For I testify for him that he has worked
hard for you and for those in Laodicea
and in Hierapolis. “Luke, the beloved
physician, and Demas greet you. BGive
my greetlings to the brothers and sisters®
in Laodicea, and to Nympha and the
church in her housc. ¥And when this
letter has been read among you, have it
read also in the church of the
Laodiceans; and see that you read also

A0r “opportunity”  {Gk “slave” JOther authoritics read “that I may know

how you are”  kGk “brothers”
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£ XHUF2 7ARNEAT - (A the letter from Laodicea. V7 And say to
eHPNATIOD RIATGAT RIETLR Archippus, “See that you compiete the
v PP QA 1ask that you have received in the Lord.”

18 0171 KE P1R4 the PRO-A-0 181, Paul, write this greeting with my
NAS°F ey Y@= AA&-EF ANtk own hand. Remember my chains. Grace
A2 WasTt aC L be with you.!



