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Qther ancient authorities add “Amen” 7Gk

THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL
TO THE

Thessalonians

Salutation
1 iPaul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in
God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ:

Grace to you and peace.

The Thessalonians’ Faith and Example

2 We always give thanks to God for ali
of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly 3Srcmembering before our God
and Father your work of faith and labor
of love and stcadfastness of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ. 4For wc know,
brothers and sisters? beloved by God,
that he has chosen you, Sbecause our
message of the gospel came to you not in
word oniy, but also in power and in the
Holy Spirit and with {ull conviction; just
as you know what kind ol persons we
proved to be among you {or your sake.
¢ And you became imitators of us and of
the Lord, for in spite of persecution you
received the word with joy inspired by the
Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an ex-
ampie o all the believers in Macedonia
and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord
has sounded forth from you not only in

“brothets™
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1 Thessalonians 1-2

Macedonia and Achaia, but in every
place your [aith in God has become
known, so that we have no nced to speak
about it. *For the pcople of those
regions® report about us what kind of
welcome we had among you, and how
you turned o God from idols, to serve a
living and true God, *and to wait for his
Son from heaven, whom he raised from
the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from
the wrath that is coming,

Paul's Ministry in Thessalonica
2 "You yourselves know, brothers and

sisters,© that our coming to you was
not in vain, 2but though we had already
suffered and been shamefully mistreated
at Philippi, as you know, we had courage
in our God o declare to you the gospel
of God in spite of great opposition, 3 For
our appeal docs not spring from deceit or
impure motives or trickcry, *but just as
we have been approved by God to be
entrusted with the message of the gospel,
Cven 50 we speak, not to please mortals,
but to pleasc God who tests our hearts,
3As you know and as God is our witness,
we never came with words of flattery or
with a pretext [or greed; $nor did we seek
praisc from mortals, whether from you
or from others, 7though we might have
made demands as apostles of Christ, But
we were gentle? among you, like a nurse
tenderly caring for her own children. #So
deeply do we carc for you that we are
determined to share with you not only
the gospel of God but also our own
sclves, because you have become very
dear o us,

9You remember our labor and 1o,
brothers and sistersy we worked night
and day, so that we might not burden any
ol you while we proclaimed 1o you the

BGk “For they” cGk “brothers” 4Qther ancient authoritics rcad “infants”
Y
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gospel of God. ®You are witnesses, and
God also, how pure, upright, and blame-
less our was toward you
belicvers. 11 As you know, we deall with
each onc of you like a father with his
children, 2urging and encouraging you
and pleading that you lead a life worthy
of Gud, who calls you into his own
kingdom and glory.

13We also constantly give thanks 10
God for this, that when you received the
word of God that you heard from us, you
accepted it not as a human word but as
what it really is, God’s word, which is also
at work in you belicvers. 'For you,
brothers and sisters,© becamc imitators
of the churches of God in Christ Jesus
that arc in Judea, for you suffered the
samc things from your own compatriots
as they did from the Jews, 1Swho killed
both the Lord Jesus and the prophets,f
and drove us out; they displease God and
oppose everyone 1¢by hindering us from
speaking to the Gentiles so that they may
be saved. Thus they have constantly been
filling up the measure of their sins; but
God’s wrath has overtaken them at last.8

conduct

Paul’s Desire to Visit the
Thessalonians Again

17As for us, brothers and sisters,®
when, for a short time, we were made
orphans by being separated from you —in
person, not in heart —we longed with
great eagerness to sec you face to face.
18For we wanted to come tO you —cer-
tainly I, Paul, wanted to again and
again —but Satan blocked our way. 1*For
whal is our hopc or joy or crown of
boasting before our Lord Jesus at his
enming? Is it not you? 20¥es, you are our
glory and joy!

¢Gk “brothers” fOther ancient authoritics rcad “their own prophets” £0r “completely™

or “forever”
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2Gk lacks “proclaiming™ Gk “brothers”

1 Thessalonians 3

3 I'Therefore when we could bear it no
longer, we decided to be left alone in
Athens; 2and we sent Timothy, our
brother and co-worker for God in
proclaiming” the gospel of Christ, 1o
strengthen and encourage you for the
sake of your [aith, 3so that no one would
be shaken by these persecutions. Indeed,
you yoursclves know that this is what we
arc destincd lor. 41In fact, when we were
with you, we told you beforehand that we
were to suffer persecution; so it turned
out, as you know. SFor this reason, when
I could bear it no longer, I sent to find
out about your faith; I was afraid that
somchow the tempter had tempted you
and that cur labor had been in vain.

Timothy’s Encouraging Report

6 But Timothy has just now come to us
from you, and has brought us the good
news of your faith and love. He has told
us also that you always rcmember us
kindly and long ta see us—just as we long
to see you. 7For this reason, brothers and
sisters,’ during all our distress and per-
secution we have been encouraged about
you through your (aith. 3 For we now live,
il you continue to stand firm in the Lord.
*How can we thank God enough for you
in return for all the joy that we fecl
before our God because of you? 19Night
and day we pray most carnestly that we
may sce you face to face and rcstore
whatever is lacking in your faith.

11 Now may our God and Father him-
sclf and our Lord Jesus dircet our way to
you, ZAnd may the Lord make you in-
creasc and abound in love for one
another and for all, just as we abound in
love for you. 13 And may hc so strengthen
your hearts in holiness that you may be
blameless belore our God and Father at
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fOr“how to take a wife for himself”

k Gk “brother”
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the coming ol our Lord Jesus with all his

saints,

A Life Pleasing to God
I Finally, brothers and sisters,! we ask

4

as you learned from us how you ought to

and urge you in the Lord Jesus that,

live and to please God (as, in [act, you
are doing), you should do so morc and
morc. 2For you know what instructions
we gave you through the Lord Jesus,
3For this is the will of God, your
sanctification: that you abstain from for-
nication; 4that each one of you know how
to control your own body/ in holiness and
honor, $not with lustful passion, like the
Genliles who do not know God; §that no
one wrong or exploit a brother or sister*
in this matter, because the Lord is an
avenger in all these things, just as we
have alrcady told you beforchand and
solemnly warned you. ?For God did not
call us 1o impurity but in holincss.
8Therefore whoever rejects this rejects
not human authority but God, who also
gives his Holy Spirit to you.

9 Now concerning love of the brothers
and sisters,’ you do not need to have
anyone write to you, for you yourselves
have been taught by God to love one
another; ¥and indced you do love all the
brothers and  sisters’  throughout
Macedonia. But we urge you, beloved, to
do so more and more, Yo aspire to live
quictly, to mind your own affairs, and to
work with your hands, as we directed
you, 1250 that you may behave properly
toward outsiders and be dependcnt on no
one.

{Gk “brothers”
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mGk “fallen asleep™ #Gk “brothers”

1 Thessalonians 4-5

The Coming of the Lord

13 But we do not want you Lo be unin-
formed, brothers and sisters,! about those
who have dicd,” so that you may not
grieve as others do who have no hope.
HFor since we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so, through Jesus,
God will bring with him those who have
diedn 15For this we declare to you by the
word of the Lord, that we who are alive,
who are left until the coming of the Lord,
will by no means precede those who have
diedm ' For the Lord himsell, with a cry
of command, with the archangel’s call
and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will
descend from heaven, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. " Then we who are
alive, who are left, will be caught up in
the clouds together with them to meet
the Lord in the air; and so we will be with
the Lord forever. 13 Therefore encourage
one another with these words.
5 I'Now concerning the times and the

seasons, brothers and sisters,” you do
not necd to have anything written to you.
2For you yourselves know very well that
the day of the Lord will come like a thief
in the night. 3When they say, “There is
peace  and  security,” then  sudden
destruction will come upon them, as
labor pains come upon a pregnant
woman, and there will be no escape!
4Bul you, beloved,r are not in darkness,
for that day to surprise you like a thief;
Sfor you are all children of light and
children of the day; we are not of the
night or of darkness. $50 then let us not
fall asleep as others do, but let us keep
awake and be sober; 7 for those who sleep
sleep at night, and those who are drunk
get drunk at night. #But since we belong
to the day, let us be sober, and put on
the breastplate of faith and love, and for
a helmet the hope of salvation. ® For God
has destined us not for wrath but for
oblaining salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, ®who died for us, so that
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whether we are awake or aslecp we may
live with him. ' Therclore encourage one
another and build up each other, as in-
deed you arc doing.

Final Exhortations, Greetings,
and Benediction

12But we appeal o you, brothers and
sisters,® to respect those who labor
among you, and have charge of you in
the Lord and admonish you; 13esteem
them very highly in love because of their
work. Be at pcace among yourselves.
MAnd we urge you, beloved,” to ad-
monish the idlers, encourage the faint
hearted, help the weak, be patient with
all of them. 15Scc thal none of you
repays cvil for evil, but always seck to do
good Lo one another and (o all. ¥Rejoice
always, 17pray without ccasing, '"®give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. ?Do
not quench the Spirit. 2Do not despise
the words of prophets,” 2'hut test
everything; hold fast to what is good;
2 ahstain from cvery form of cvil

23May the God of peace himself
sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit
and soul and body be kept sound4 and
blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 2 The one who calls you is
faithiul, and he will do this.

25Bcloved,r pray for us.

26Greet all the brothers and sisterse
with a holy kiss. 271 solemnly command
you by the Lord that this letter be read
to all of them.s

28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you.!

oGk “brothers” PGk “despisc prophccies” 40r “complete”  *Gk “Brathers”  $Gk “to

all the brothers”

fOther ancient authoritics add “Amen”
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90ther ancient awthorities read “the”

Gk *

THE SECOND LETTER OF
PAUL TO THE

Thessalonians

Salutation

1Pau), Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in
God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ:

2Grace to you and peace from God
oure Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving

3We must always give thanks o God
for you, brothers and sisters, £ as is right,
because your faith is growing abundantly,
and the love of everyone of you [or one
another is increasing. # Therelore we our-
selves boast of you among the churches
of God for your steadfastness and faith
during all your persecutions and the af-
flictions that you are enduring.

The Judgment at Christ's Coming

5This is evidence of the righteous
judgment of God, and is intended to
make you worthy af the kingdom ol God,
for which you are also suffering. SFor it
is indeed just of God to repay with afflic-
tion those who afflict you, 7and to give
relicf to the afflicted as well as 1o us,
when the Lord Jesus is revealed from
heaven with his mighty angcls 8in [laming
fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do
not know God and on those who do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.
$These will suffer the punishment of
cternal destruction, separated [rom the
presence of the Lord and from the glory
of his might, ¥when he comes Lo be
glorified by his saints and (o be marveled
at on that day among all who have
believed, because our testimony to you
was believed. WTo this cad we always
pray for you, asking that our God will
make you worthy of his call and wiil fulfill
by his power every good resolve and
work of faith, 2so that the namc of our
Lord Jesus may be gloriticd in you, and

‘brothers”
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you in him, accarding to the grace of our
God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Man of Lawlessness

L As to the coming of our Lord Jesus

Christ and our being gathered
together to him, we beg you, brothers
and sisters,© 2not to be quickly shaken in
mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by
word or by lciter, as though from us, to
the effect that the day of the Lord is
already here. 3Let no one deceive you in
any way; for that day will not come unless
the rchellion comes lirst and the lawless
oncd is revealed, the one destined for
destruction.c 4He opposcs and exalts
himself above every so-called god or ob-
ject of worship, so that he takes his seat
in the temple of God, declaring himself
to be God. Do you not remember that
I told you these things when I was still
with you? ¢And you know what is now
resiraining him, so that hc may be
revealed when his time comes. 7For the
mystcry of lawlessncss is alrcady at work,
but only until the one who now restrains
it is removed. 3 And then the lawless one
will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesusf
will destroy# with the breath of his
mouth, annihilating him by thc manifes-
tation of his coming. * The coming of the
lawlcss one is apparent in the working of
Satan, who uses all power, signs, lying
wonders, '¢and every kind of wicked
deception for those who are perishing,
because they refused lo love the truth
and so be saved. M For this rcason God
scnds them a powerful delusion, leading
them Lo believe what is False, 1250 that all
who have not believed the truth but took
pleasurc in unrighteousness will be con-
demned.

Chosen for Salvation

13Bul we must always give thanks to
God for you, brothers and sisters®
beloved by the Lord, because God chose

dGk “the man of lawlessness™: other amcicat authorities read “the man

&Other



465

AMLANACT AGaONTT 12 KA
A7+ ATMANMAEC NaeFdh oPLh
KOYFIP (191003 AaeRT RIL (e
& PCORTFAASTE VALY P10
T AL honra? NC A%
T NOFIATE mé-To-z BRIA
en:  @IePF wrer AT
qov (L FATFII° (LT OLT (lovh
wWFFT el T @ fi-n
16-17 &t 2 4T7F ASort hoht
NG fOLLT NAIP CHAAT? a°%G
& (V9 Fhd amT AMLAN GG
KFF3 ANTo? 2250 NN29°
L5 NP e ERTRTU-2
3 12(1¢pLmn: OICPT re:
P12 FA RIACT ORGP
i £99° NiLoLP? WiShOC+
ATPYT® Au-de DACIGPT hoaepF
¢ hné-PTF NPT AILILT DA
RE RARH 3VIC 1T POLLR5 T
hhé-o-9° P Lm0 Tu 1.3 P ooy
-z AP9PCHT U39 hue? RIS F L
Cr+ @L 4F9° LA Wi+ LCTr
NA xSt 01 FPEGA s 51T
oL KAIMLANAL SPC ®L hCOHTF
e BT AT LRS-

6 LT wet ¥ KNI ¢
MA@ @ ALPT FA ACHT D7l
L2 L9 v AR WL N1
7 AN RCORD 09
ACHTAAT = TATT Aternine Wi %t
WILTLIMNT - &ATY FOPAT
U5 IATHE W28 PA £7C9T hA
Le9°G i shaSH HI& (R34
A A3EThNL0F+ AT #7
Nehees Qrst wPwd? W3TC M0
WI% + ho13e° NIE LT WIS.P@ KA
039"z 2 2u9™ K57 ATorhn &0
T A2 PAA NHTo HTE
MC RIE ¢ PA AN QA 77 KE
LAge = 1029 hWAGIF 2C AAT:-

2 Thessalonians 2-3

you as the first fruits# for salvation
through sanctification by the Spirit and
through belief in the truth. “For this
purpose he called you through our
proclamation of the goed news,’ so that
you may obtain the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 15So then, brothers and
sisters,/ stand firm and hold fast 10 the
traditions that you werc taught by us,
either by word of mouth or by our letter.

16Now may our Lord Jesus Christ
himself and God our Father, who loved
us and through grace gave us cternal
comfort and goed hope, Ycomlort your
hearts and strengthen them in every good
work and word.

Request for Prayer

1Finally, brothers and sisters,/ pray

for us, so that thc word of the Lord
may spread rapidly and be glorilied
everywhere, just as it is among you, 2and
that we may be rescucd from wicked and
evil people; for not all have faith. 3But
the Lord is faithful; he will strengthen
you and guard you [rom the cvil onc.%
4And we have conflidence in the Lord
concerning you, that you arc doing and
will go on doing the things thal we com-
mand. SMay the Lord direct your hearts
10 the love of God and to the steadfast-
ness of Christ.

Warning against Idleness

6Now we command you, beloved,/ in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
kcep away from believers who arce! living
in idleness and not according 1o the tradi-
tion that they™ received from us. ?For
you yourselves know how you ought to
imitate us; we were not idle when we
were with you, #and wec did not eat
anyone's bread without paying [or it; but
with oil and labor we worked night and
day, so that we might not burden any of
you. ?This was not because we do not
have that right, but in order to give you
an example (o imitate. 1°For even when

hQOther ancient authorities rcad “from the beginning” 7Or “through our gospel”

IGk “prothers” %Ot “from evil”
authorities read “you”

{Gk “from every brother who is”

mQther ancient
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we were with you, we gave you this com-
mand: “Anyone unwilling (0 work should
not cat.” 1 For we hear thal some of you
arc living in idleness, mere busybodics,
not doing any work. 12Now such persons
we command and exhort in the Lord
Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and
Lo earn their own living. 13Brothers and
sisters,” do not be weary in doing what is
right.

14Take note of those who do not
obey what we say in this letter; have
nothing to do with them, so that they
may be ashamed. 150 not regard them
as encmics, but warn them as belicvers. ¢

Final Greetings and Benediction

16 Now may the Lord of peacc himself
give you peace at all times in all ways.
The Lord be with all of you.

171, Paul, wriic this grecting with my
own hand. This is the mark in every letter
of mine; it is the way I write. 8 The grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of
you.?

THE FIRST LETTER OF
PAUL TO

Timothy

Salutation

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by

the command of God our Savior and
of Christ Jesus our hope,

2To Timothy, my loyal child in the
faith:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God
the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

Warning against False Teachers

31 urge you, as I did when I was on
my way to Macedonia, to rcmain in
Ephesus so that you may instruct certain
people not 0 teach any dilferent

P Other ancient authoritics add “Amen”
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1 Timothy 1

doctrine, *and not to occupy themselves
with myths and endlcss gencalogics that
promote speculations rather than the
divine training? thal is known by faith.
5But the aim of such instruction is love
that comes from a pure heart, a good
conscicnce, and sincerc faith. ¢Some
people have deviated from thesc and
turned to meaningless lalk, ?desiring o
be teachers of the law, without under-
standing either what they are saying or
the things about which they make asser-
tions.

8Now we know that the law is good,
if one uses it legitimately. ? This means
understanding that the faw is laid down
not for the innocent but for the lawless
and disobedient, for the godless and sin-
ful, for the unholy and profane, for those
who kill their father or mother, for mur-
derers, Mfornicators, sodomites, slave
traders, liars, perjurers, and whatever
clse is contrary 1o the sound tcaching
that conforms to the glorious gospel of
the blessed God, which he entrusted to
me.

Gratitude for Mercy

121 am grateful 1o Christ Jesus our
Lord, who has strengthened me, because
he judged me faithful and appoinied me
to his service, Beven though I was
formerly a blasphermner, a persccutor, and
a man of violence. But I received mercy
because I had acted ignorantly in un-
belief, 4and the grace of our Lord over-
flowed for me with the faith and love that
are in Christ Jesus. ¥ The saying is sure
and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ
Jesus came into the world o0 save sin-
ners —of whom [ am the foremost. 16But
for that very reason [ received mercy, so
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that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ
might display the ulmost palicnce,
making me an cxample to thosc who
would come to believe in him for eternal
life. 7 To the King of the ages, immortal,
invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory forever and ever.® Amen.

181 am giving you these instructions,
Timothy, my child, in accordance with
the prophecics made carlier about you,
so that by following them you may light
the good fight, Whaving faith and a good
conscience. By rejecting conscience, cer-
tain persons have suffered shipwrcek in
the faith; **among them are Hymenaeus
and Alexander, whom I have turned over
to Satan, so that they may learn nol to
blaspheme.

Instructions concerning Prayer
2 1First of all, then, I urge that sup-
plications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for
kings and all who are in high positions,
so that we may lead a quiet and peace-
able life in all godliness and dignity. 3 This
is right and is acceptable in the sight of
God our Savior, 4who desires cveryone
to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. SFor
therc is onc God;
there is also one mediator
between God and
humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
¢  who gave himsell a ransom
for all
—this was attested at the right time. 7For
this I was appointed a herald and an
apostle (I am telling the truth,© I am not
lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in laith
and truth.

81 desire, then, that in cvery pluce the
men should pray, lifting up holy hands
without anger or argument; ? also that the
women should dress themselves modestly
and decently in suitable clothing, not with

bGk “to the ages of the ages” <¢Other ancient authorities add “in Christ”
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their hair braided, or with gold, peatls, or
expensive clothes, 1%but with good works,
as is proper [or women who profess
reverence for God. let a womand
learn in silence with full submission. 2]
permit no woman? to leach or to have
authority over a man;¢ she is o keep
silent. 3For Adam was formed first, then
Eve; ¥and Adam was not deceived, but
the woman was deceived and became a
transgressor, ¥Yel she will be saved
through childbearing, provided they con-
tinue in faith and love and holiness, with
modcsty.

Qualifications of Bishops

3 VThe saying is sure:/ whoever aspires

10 the officc of bishop# desires a
noble task. 2Now a bishop” must be
above reproach, married only once,’
tcmperate, sensible, respeclable,
hospitable, an apt teacher, Jnol a
drunkard, not violent but gentle, not
quarrelsome, and not a lover ol money.
4He must manage his own houschold
well, keeping his children submissive and
respectful in every way — Sfor if someone
does not know how to manage his own
housechold, how can he take carc of
God's church? $He must not be a recent
convert, or he may be puffed up with
conceit and fall into the condemnation of
the devil. "Moreaver, he must be well
thought of by cutsiders, so that he may
not fall into disgrace and the snarc of the
devil.

Qualifications of Deacons

8Deacons likewisc must be serious,
not double-tongued, not indulging in
much wine, not greedy for money; %they
must hold fast to the mystery ol the faith
with a clear conscience. 1 And let them
first be tested; then, if they prove them-
selves blameless, lct Lthem scrve as

¢Or “her husband” fSome intcrpreters place these words at the cnd of the
h. Other ancient authorities read “The saying is commonly accepted
{Gk “the husband of one wife”
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JOr “Their wives”, or “Women deacons”

other ancient authorities read “God™; others, “Which”
40r “deacon”

Spirit”  2Or “the last” pGk “brothers”

Gk “be husbands of one wife”
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deacons. "Women/ likewisc must be
serious, not slanderers, but tcmperate,
faithful in all things. 12Lct deacons be
married only once,* and let them manage
their children and their households well;
3for those who scrve well as dcacons
gain a good standing for themselves and
great boldness in the faith that is in
Christ Jesus.

The Mystery of Qur Religion

141 hope to come to you soon, but |
am writing these instructions Lo you so
that, 15if I am delayed, you may know
how one ought to behave in the
household of God, which is the church of
the living God, the pillar and bulwark of
the truth. Without any doubt, the
mystery of our religion is great:

He! was revealed in flesh,
vindicated™ in spirit,”
seen by angels,
proclaimed among Gentiles,
believed in throughout ihe
world,
taken up in glory.

False Asceticism

INow the Spirit expressly says that in

latere times some will renounce the
faith by paying attention to deccitful
spirits and teachings of demons, 2through
the hypocrisy of liars whose conscicnees
are seared with a hot iron. 3They torbid
marriage and demand abstinence [rom
foods, which God created to be received
with thanksgiving by thosc who hclicve
and know the truth. 4¢For everything
created by God is good, and nothing is to
be rejected, provided it is received with
thanksgiving; 3for it is sanctified by God’s
word and by prayer.

A Good Minister of Jesus Christ

61f you pul these instructions hcfore
the brothers and sisters,? you will be a
good scrvantd of Christ Jesus, nourished
on the words of the faith and ol the
sound teaching that you have followed.
7Have nothing to do with profane myths
IGk “Who",

mQOr “justificd”  #Or “by the
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"Other ancient authoritics read “suffer reproach” Gk “to the reading”

presbytery”  #Or “an clder”, or “a presbyter”

1 Timothy 4-5
and old wives’ tales. Train yourself in
godliness, #for, while physical training is
of some value, godliness is valuable in
every way, holding promise for both the
present life and the life to come. *The
saying is sure and worthy of (ull accep-
tance. 1®For to this end we toil and strug-
gle,” because we have our hope sel on
the living God, who is the Savior of all
people, especially of those who believe.

11 These are the things you musl insist
on and teach. 2Let no onc despise your
youth, but set the belicvers an cxample
in speech and conduct, in love, in faith,
in purity. B3Unul T arrive, give allention
to the public reading of scripture,s to
cxhorting, to teaching. ¥ Do not neglect
the gift that is in you, which was given to
you through prophecy with the laying on
of hands by the council of elders.t 15Put
these things inio practice, devote yourself
to them, so that all may sec your
progress. '$Pay close attenticn Lo your-
self and to your teaching; continue in
these things, for in doing this you will
save both yourself and your hearers.
5_ Do not speak harshly w an older

man,* bul speak to him as to a (ather,
to younger men as brothers, 1o older
women as mothers, Lo younger women as
sisters —with absolute purity.

3Honor widows who reaily
widows. 4If a widow has chiidren or
grandchildren, they should first learn
their religious duty to their own family
and makc somc repayment to their
parcnts; {or this is pleasing in God's sight.
5The real widow, lelt alone, has set her
hopc on God and in

Duties toward Believers

dre

continues

1Gk “by the
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*Gk “she”  wGk “the wife of onc husband”
man or woman”; others, “belicving man”
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supplications and prayers night and day;
$but the widow* who lives for pleasure is
dead even while she lives. 7Give these
commands as well, so that they may be
above reproach. 3 And whoever docs not
provide for relatives, and especially for
family members, has denied the faith and
is worse than an unbeliever,

9Let a widow be put on the list if she
is not less than sixty years old and has
been married only once;® 19she must be
well attested for her good works, us one
who has brought up children, shown
hospitality, washed the saints’ feet,
helped the afflicted, and devoted herself
to deing good in every way. 11 But reluse
to put younger widows on the list; for
when their sensual desires alienate them
from Christ, they want to marry, 2and so
they incur condemnation for having vio-
lated their first pledge. !3Besides that,
they learn to be idle, gadding about [rom
house to house; and they are not merely
idle, but also gossips and busybudics,
saying what they should not say. 4So I
would have younger widows marry, bear
children, and manage their houscholds,
50 as to give the adversary no occasion to
revile us. 1% For some have already (urned
away to follow Satan. ¥II' any belicving
woman* has relatives who arc rcally
widows, let her assist them; let the church
not be burdened, so that it can assist
those who are real widows.

17Let the elders who rule well be
considered worthy of doublc honory
especially those whe labor in preaching
and teaching; "for the scripture says,
“You shall not muzzle an ox whilc it is
and, “The
xOther ancient authorities read “belicving

treading out the grain,”

yOr “compensation™
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1 Timothy 5-6

laborer deserves 1o be paid.” 19 Never
accept any accusation against an elder
except on the evidence of two or (hree
witnesses. 2 As for those who persist in
sin, rebuke them in the presence of all,
so that the rest also may stand in fear.
HIn the prescnce of God and of Christ
Jesus and of the clect angels, I warn you
to keep these instructions without
prejudice, doing nothing on the basis of
partiality, 22Do not ordain? anyonc has-
tily, and do not participate in the sins of
others; keep yourself pure.

23No longer drink only waicr, but
take a little wine for the sake of your
stomach and your frequent ajlments,

24The sins of some people are con-
spicuous and precede them to judgment,
while the sins of others follow them
there. 2580 also good works are con-
spicuous; and even when they arc not,
they cannot remain hidden,
6 1Let all who are under the yoke of

slavery regard their masters as worthy
of all honer, so that the name of God and
the teaching may not be blasphemed.
?Those who have believing masters must
not be disrespectful to them on the
ground that they are members of the
church;« rather they must serve them all
the more, since those who benctit by
their service are believers and beloved. b

False Teaching and True Riches

Teach and wurge these duties,
3Whocver teaches otherwise and does
not agree with the sound words of our
Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that
is in accordance with godliness, 4is con-
ceited, understanding nothing, and has a
morbid craving for controversy and for
disputes about words. From these come
envy, dissension, slander, base suspicions,
Sand wrangling among those who are
depraved in mind and bereft of the truth,

-—_—
Gk “Do not lay hands on” Gk “are brothers” 5Or “since they are believers and
beloved, who devote themselves to good deeds”
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¢Other ancient authorities add “Withdraw yourself from such people”
¢Gk “confesscd”

authorities read “world—it is certain that”
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imagining that godliness is a means of
gain.c $Of course, there is great gain in
godliness combined with conteniment;
7for we brought nothing into the world,
so that? we can take nothing out of it
8put if we have food and elothing, we will
be content with these. *But those who
want to be rich fall into temptation and
are trapped by many senseless and harm-
[ul desires that plunge people into ruin
and destruction. For the love of money
is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their
eagerness to be rich some have wandered
away [rom the faith and pierced them-
selves with many pains.

The Good Fight of Faith

11 But as for you, man of God, shun
ali this; pursue righteousncss, godliness,
faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight
the good fight of the [aith; take hold of
the eternal life, o which you were called
and for which you made* the goud con-
fession in the presence of many wit-
nesses. 13In the presence ol God, wha
gives life to all things, and of Christ
Jesus, who in his testimony before Pon-
tius Pilate made the good confession, I
charge you Mto keep the commandment
without spot or blame until the maniics-
tation of our Lord Jesus Christ, Swhich
he will bring about at the right time—he
who is the blessed and only Suvereign,
the King of kings and Lord of lords. 111
is he alone who has immortality and
dwells in unapproachable light, whom no
onec has cver seen or can see; to him be
honor and eternal dominion. Amen.

17 As for those who in the present age
are rich, command them not w be
haughty, or to set their hopes on the
uncertainty of riches, but rather on God
who richly provides us with everything
for our cnjoyment. BThey are Lo do

dQther ancicnl
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2 Timothy 1
good, to be rich in good works, generous,
and ready to share, "?thus storing up for
themselves the treasure of a good (oun-
dation for the future, so that thcy may
take hold of the life that really is life.

Personal Instructions and Benediction

20 Timothy, guard what has bcen
entrusted to you, Avoid the profanc chat-
ter and contradictions of what is [alsely
called knowledge; 2 by professing it some
have misscd the mark as regards the
faith.

Grace be with you.f

THE SECOND LETTER OF
PAUL TO

Timothy

Salutation
1 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by
the will of God, for the sake of the
promisc of life that is in Christ Jesus,
2To Timothy, my beloved child:
Grace, merey, and peace from God
the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

Thanksgiving and Encouragement

31 am grateful to God —whom I wor-
ship with a clear conscience, as my ances-
tors did—when 1 remember you
constantly in my prayers might and day.
4+Recalling your tcars, I long 1o see you
so that I may be filled with joy. 51 am
reminded of your sincere faith, a faith

/The Greek word for “you™ here is plural; in other ancient authorities it is singular.

Other ancient authorities add “Amen”
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aQther ancient authorities add “of the Gentiles”

me”  c<QOr “promptly”
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that lived first in your gramdmother Lois
and your mother Eunice and now, I am
sure, lives in you. $For this rcason I
remind you to rekindle the gift of God
that is within you through the laying on
ol my hands; 7for God did not give us a
spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of
power and of love and of sell-discipline.

2Do not be ashamed, then, of the
tesiimony about our Lord or of me his
prisonet, but join with me in suffering for
the gospel, relying on the power of God,
9who saved us and called us with a holy
calting, not according to our works but
according (o his own purposc and grace.
This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus
before the ages began, '*but it has now
been revealed through the appearing of
our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished
death and brought life and immortality to
tight through the gospel. 'For this
gospel 1 was appointed a herald and an
apostle and a teacher,@ 2and for this
reason I suffer as I do. But I am not
ashamed, for I know the onc in whom 1
have put my trust, and T am surc that he
is able to guard until that day what T have
entrusted to him.» BHold to the stan-
dard of sound teaching that you have
heard from me, in the faith and love that
are in Christ Jesus. ¥Guard the good
treasurc entrusted to you, with the help
of the Holy Spirit living in us.

15You are aware that all who are in
Asia have turned away (rom me, includ-
ing Phygelus and Hermogencs. '¢May
the Lord grant mercey to the household of
Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed
me and was not ashamed of my chain;
I7when he arrived in Rome, he cagerly¢
searched for me and found me 18 —may
the Lord grant that he will lind mercy
from the Lord on that day! And you
know very well how much servicc he
rendered in Ephesus.
20Or “what has been entrusted 1o
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4Other ancient authorilies read “the Lord”

2 Timothy 2
A Good Soldier of Christ Jogys
2 You then, my child, be Strong in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus; 2ang
what you have hecard from me through
many wilnesses cntrust to [ithfy) people
who will be able to teach others ag well.
3Share in suffering likc a good soldier of
Christ Jesus. 4No onc serving ip the army
gets entangled in cveryday affajrs; the
soldier's aim is to plcase the enlisting
officer. SAnd in the case of an athlete, no
unc is crowned without COMpeting ac-
cording to the rules. ¢1It is the farmer who
does the work who ought (o have the first
share of the crops. 7Think Over what 1
say, for the Lord will give You under-
standing in all things.
8Remember Jesus Christ, Maised (rom
the dead, a descendant of David —that is
my gospel, *for which 1 suffer hardship,
even Lo the point of being chained Jike 7
criminal. Bat the word of God is nat
chained. 1 Therefore T endure everything
for the sake of the clect, so that they may
also obtain the salvation that is in Christ
Jesus, with eternal glory. " The saying is
sure:
If we have died with him, we wij]
also live with him;
12if we cndure, we will also reign
with him;
if we deny him, he will algg
deny us;
it we are faithless, he remajng
[aithful —
for he cannot deny himself,

A Worker Approved by God

14Remind them of this, and warn
them before God< that they aTe 1 avoid
wrangling over words, which does no
good but only ruins those who are [isten-
ing. ¥ Do your best to present Yourself to
God as one approved by hims a worker
who has no need to be ashamed, rightly
explaining the word of truth. 16 Avoid
profane chatter, for it will 1°ad people
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into more and more impicty, Y and their
(alk will spread like gangrene. Among
them are Hymcnaeus and Philetus,
IBwho have swerved from the truth by
claiming that the resurrection has already
taken place. They are upsetting the faith
of some. ?But God's [irm foundation
stands, bearing (his inscription: “The
Lord knows thosc who are his,” and, “Let
everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord turn away from wickcdness.”

201In a large housc there are utensils
not only of gold and silver but also of
wood and clay, some for special use
some for ordinary. LAl who cleanse
themsclves of the things I have
mentioned¢ will become special utensils
dedicated and useful to the owner of the
house, ready for every good work. 22 Shur
youthful passions and pursue righteous
ness, faith, love, and peace, along witl
those who call on the Lord from a purs
heart. B Have nothing to do with stupi
and senseless controversies; you knov
that they breed quarrels. *And th
Lord’s servant/ must not be quarrelsonx
but kindly to everyone, an apt teacher
patient, 2fcorrccting  Opponents wit|
gentleness, God may perhaps grant tha
Lhey will repent and come to know th
truth, 26and that they may escape [ror
the snare of the devil, having been hel

captive by him to do his will.#

3 1You must understand this, that i
the last days disiressing times wi

come. 2 For people will be lovers of Lthen

Godlessness in the Last Days

selves, lovers of moncy, boasters, a
rogant, abusive, disobedient to  the
parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3inhumal
implacable,  slanderers,  profligate

¢Gk “of thesc things” [Gk “slave” §Or “by him, to do his” {that is, God’sy “will”
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2 Timothy 3

brutes, haters of good, *treacherous,
reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of Guod,
Sholding to the outward form of godii-
ness but denying its power. Avoid them!
¢For among them are those who make
their way into households and captivate
silly women, overwhelmed by their sins
and swayed by all kinds of desires, 7who
arc always being instructed and can never
artive at a knowledge of the truth. 8 As
Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so
these  people, of corrupt mind and
counterfeit faith, also oppose the truth.
*But they will not make much progress,
because, as in the case of those two
men,* their folly will become plain to
cveryonc.

Pauls Charge to Timothy

L0Now you have observed my teach-
ing, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith,
my patience, my love, my stcadlastness,
Ymy persecutions and suffering  the
things that happened to me in Antioch,
[eenium, and Lystra. What persecutjons
I endured! Yet the Lord rescued me
from all of them. 12Indeed, all who want
ta live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted. 13But wicked people and im-
postors will go from bad to worse, deceiv-
ing others and being deceived. 4But as
lor you, continue in what you have
lcarned and {irmly believed, knowing
from whom you learned it, Band how
Irem childhood you have known the
sacred writings that are able to instruct
you for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus, 1 All seripture is inspired by God
and i8¢ useful for teaching, for reproof,
lor correction, and for t(raining in
righteousness, 7so that cveryone who
belongs to God may be proficient, equip-
ped for every good work.

T——
"Gk lacks “two men” {Or “Every seriplure inspired by God is also”
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4 1In the presenee of God and ol Christ
Jesus, who is 10 judge the living and
the dead, and in view of his appcaring
and his kingdom, [ solemnly urge you
1proclaim the message; be persistent
whether the time is favorable or un-
fuvorable; convince, rcbuke, and eon-
courage, with the utmost patience in
teaching. 3For the time is coming when
people will not put up with sound
doctrine, but having itching cars, they will
accumulate for themselves teachers (o
suil their own desires, fand will turn
away from listening to the truth and
wander away to myths. $As for you, al-
ways be sober, cndure suffering, do the
work of an cvangelist, carry out your
ministry fully.

6As for me, I am already being
nourcd out as a libation, and the time of
my departure has come. 71 have fought
the good fight, I have finished the race, I
have kept the faith. 8 From now on there
is rescrved for me the crown of
righlecousness, which the Lord, the
rightcous judge, will give me on that day,
and not only to me but also 10 all who
have longed for his appcaring.

Personal Instructions

9Do your best to come 10 me 5001,
wipr Demas, in love with this present
world, has deserted me and gone 10
Thessalonica; Crescens  has  gone 10
Galatia,/ Titus to Dalmatia. 1 Only Luke
is with me. Get Mark and bring him with
you, for he is useful in my ministry. 12§
have sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When
you come, bring the cloak that I left with
Carpus at Troas, also the books, and
above all the parchments. ' Alexander
the coppersmith did me great harm; thg
Lord will pay him back for his deeds.
15You also must beware of him, for hé
strongly opposed our message. :

16 At my first defense no one came
my support, but afl deserted me. May’»f

bE:!
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Gk the brothers”

Buthorities add “Amen” 2k “slave”

Titus 1

not be counted against them! 7But the
Lord stood by me and gave me strength,
50 that through me the message might be
fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles
night hear it. So I was rescued from the
lion’s mouth. 8The Lord will rescuc me
from every cvil attack and save me for
his heavenly kingdom. To him be the
giory forever and cver, Amen.

Final Greetings and Benediction

19Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the
household of Onesiphorus. 2 Erastus
remained in Corinth; Trophimus 1 left il
in Miletus, 2'Do your best 1o come
before winter. Eubulus sends grectings (o
you, as do Pudens and Linus and Claudia
and all the brothers and sisters. ¥

22The Lord be with your spirit. Grace
be with you.!

THE LETTER OF PAUL TO
Titus

Salutation

1 1Paul, a servant of God and an

apostle of Jesus Christ, lor the sake
ol the faith of God’s elect and the
kaowledge of the (ruth that is in accor-
dance with godliness, 2in the hope of
eternal life that God, who never lies,
promised before the ages began— 3in
duc time he revealed his word through
the proclamation with which | have been
cntrusted by the command of God our
Savior,

4To Titus, my loyal ¢hild in the faith
we share:

The Greek word for “you” here is plural. Other ancient
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Grace? and peace from God the
Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.

Titus in Crete

51 left you behind in Crete for this
reason, so that you should put in order
what remained to be done, and should
appoint clders in every town, as I
directed you: $someonc who is blameless,
marricd only once,© whosc children are
believers, not accused of debauchery and
not rebeliious. 7For a bishop,? as God'’s
steward, must be blameless; he must not
be arrogant or quick-tempered or ad-
dicted to wine or violent or greedy for
gain; 3but he must be hospitable, a lover
ol goodness, prudent, opright, devout,
and sclf-controlied. * He must have a firm
grasp of the word that is trustworthy in
accordance with the teaching, so that he
may be able both to preach with sound
doctrine and to refute those who con-
tradiet it

10There are also many rebellious
people, idle talkers and deceivers, espe-
cially thosc of the circumcision; ' they
must be silenced, since they are upsctting
whole families by teaching for sordid gain
whal it is not right to teach. 121t was one
of them, their very own prophed, who
said,

“Cretans arc always liars, vicious
brutes, lazy glultons.”

13That testimony is true. For this rcason
rebuke them sharply, so that they may
become sound in the faith, ¥not paying
attention  to  Jewish myths or (@
commandments ol those who reject th_é
truth. 13To the pure all things are purei
but to (he corrupt and unbelieving
nothing is pure. Their very minds and
consciences arc  corrupted.  16They
profess to know God, but they deny him
by their actions. They arc detestable;;
disobedicnt, unfit for any good work.

bQther ancient authorities read “Grace, mercy”, ¢Gk “hushand of one wife” dOr “an "
L)

oversecr”
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“Or “has appeared to all, bringing salvation™

Titus 2

Teach Sound Doctrine
2 'But as for you, teach what is consis-
tent with sound doctrine. 2Tell the
ulder men to be temperate, serious, pru-
dent, and sound in faith, in love, and in
endurance.

3 Likewise, tell the older women 1o be
reverent in behavior, not to be slanderers
or slaves to drink; they are to teach what
is good, 4so that they may encourage the
young women to love their husbands, 1o
iove their children, $to be self-controiled,
chaste, good managers of the household,
kind, being submissive to their husbands,
50 that the word of God may not be
discredited.

6 Likewise, urge the younger men to
be self-controlled. 7Show yourself in all
respects a model of good works, and in
your teaching show intcgrity, gravity,
#and sound specch that cannot be cen-
sured; then any opponent will be put to
shame, having nothing evil to say of us.

9Tell slaves to be submissive to their
masters and to give satisfaction in every
respect; they are not to talk back, Wnot
lo pilfer, but to show complete and per-
lect fidelity, so that in everything they
may be an ornament to the doctrine of
God cur-Savior.

11 For the grace of God has appeared,
bringing salvation to all,* 2training us to
rcnounce impiety and worldly passions,
and in the present age (o live lives that
are self-controlled, upright, and godiy,
Bwhile we wait for the blessed hope and
the manilestation of the glory of our
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.
4He it is who gave himself for us that he
might redeem us from all iniquity and
purily for himseif a people of his own
who are zealous for good deeds.
fOr “of the great God and our Savior” -
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£Gk “commandment” %Gk “washing”
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15Declare these things; cxhorl and
reprove with all authority.s Let no one

look down on you.
3 'Remind them o be subject to rulers
and authoritics, to be obedient, o be
ready for every good work, 2o speak cvil
of no one, to avoid quarrcling, to bhe
gentle, and to show every courtesy (o
everyone. YFor we ourselves were once
foolish, disohedicnt, led astray, siaves 1o
various passions and pleasurcs, passing
oar days in malice and envy, despicable,
hating one another. 4But when the good-
ness and loving kindness of God our
Savior appeared, *hc saved us, not be-
cause of any works of righteousness that
we had done, but according 1o his mercy,
through the water? of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit. € This Spirit
he poured out on ws richly through Jesus
Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been
juslificd by his grace, we might become
heirs according to the hope of cternal
lile. 3The saying is sure.

1 desire that you insist on thesc things,
s0 that those who have come (o believe
in God may be careful 1o devote them-
sebves Lo good works; these things are
cxccllent and  profitable to  everyone.,
*Bul  avoid  stupid  controversics,
gencalogics, dissensions, and  quarrels
about the law, for they are unprofitable
and worthless. 19 Alter a first and second
admonition, have nothing more to do
with anyone who causcs divisions, 'since
you know that such a person is perverted
and sinfud, being self-condemned.

Maintain Geod Deeds

I'inal Messages and Benediction

12When 1 send Artemas 10 you, or
Tychicus, do your best to come 10 me at
Nicopolis, for T have decided to spend the
winter there. 1*Make every clfort to send
Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their
wity, and sec Lhat they lack nothing.
HAand et people learn 1o devote
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{Other ancient authoritities add “Amen”aGk *
verse 4 through verse 21, “you™ is singular

€Or “as an ambassador of Christ Jesus, and n

Philemon

themselves to good works in order 1O
meel urgent needs, so that they may not
be unproductive,

15 All who arc with me send grectings
o you. Greet those who love us in the
faith.

Grace be with all of you.!

THE LETTER OF PAUL TO

Philemon
Salutation

1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and
Timothy our brother,s

To Philemon our dear friend and co-
worker, 2to Apphia our sister,? 10 AI-
chippus our fellow soldier, and to the
church in your house:

3Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Philemon’s Love and Faith

4When I remember yous in my
prayers, [ always thank my God 3because
I hear of your love for all the saints and
your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 8] pray
that the sharing of your faith may be-
come effective when you perceive all the
good that we? may do for Christ, 71 have
indeed received much joy and encourage-
ment from your love, becansc the hearts
of the saints have been refreshed through
you, my brothcr.

Paul’s Plea for Onesimus

8For this reason, though I am bold
enough in Christ to cormmand you 1o do
your duty, *vet I would raiher appeal to
you on the basis of love —and I, Paul, do
this as an old man, and now also as @
prisoner of Christ Jesus. 191 am appeal-
ing to you for my child, Oncsimus, whqs‘3
father I have become during my im-
prisonment. ' Formerly he was useless 10
you, but now he is indeed useful/ both tO

‘the brother” #Gk “the sister” ¢From

¢Other ancicnt authorities read “you”

ow also his prisoner”

/('[llll':'lral)
¢mame Onesimus means “useful” or (comparc verse 20) “bencficial”
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you and (o me. 121 am sending him, that
is, my own heart, back to you. 13T wanted
to keep him with me, so that he might be
ol service to me in your place during my
imprisonment for the gospel; “but I
preferred to de nothing without your
consent, in order that your good deed
might be veluntary and not something
forced. 3Perhaps this is the reason he
was separated from you for a while, so
that you might have him back forever,
l6ne longer as a slave but more than a
slave, a beloved brother —especially to
me but how much more o you, both in
the flesh and in the Lord.

17So if you consider me your partner,
welcome him as you would welcome me.
B]{ he has wronged you in any way, or
owes you anything, charge that to my
account. ¥I, Paul, am writing this with
my own hand: T will repay it. [ say noth-
ing about your owing me even your own
scll. 2Yes, brother, let mc have this
benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my
heart in Christ. 2 Confident of your
obedience, T am writing to you, knowing
that you will do even more than 1 say.

220n¢ thing morc—prepare a guest
room for me, for I am hoping through
your prayers to be restored to you.

Final Greetings and Renediction

23Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in
Christ Jesus, sends greelings Lo you,8
Hand so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas,
and Luke, my tellow workers.

25The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
he with your spirit.#

&§Here “you” is singular % QOther ancient authorities add “Amen”
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