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aQr “Rejoice in this”

THE FIRST LETTER OF
Peter

Salutation

1 I Peter, an aposiic of Jesus Christ,
To the exiles of the Dispersion in
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia, 2who have been chosen and
destincd by God the TFather and
sanctificd by the Spirit 10 be obedient to
Jesus Christ and to be sprinkled with his
blood:

May grace and peace be yours in
abundance.

A Living Hope

1Biessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great
merey he has given us a new birth into a
living hope through the resurreciion of
Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an
inheritance  that is  imperishable, un-
defitcd, and unfading, kept in heaven for
you, Swho are being protecied by the
power of God through faith for a salva-
tion ready to be revealed in the last time.
6In this you rejoice,@ even if now for a
little while you have had to suffer various
trials, 7s0 that the genaineness ol your
faith—being morc precious than gold
that, though pcrishable, is tested by
fire—may be found to result in praise
and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is
revealed. 8 Although you have not seen?
him, you love him; and even though you
do not sce him now, you believe in him
and rejoicc with an indescribable and
glorious joy, *for you arc receiving the
outcome of your faith, the salvation of
your souls.

10Concerning  this  salvation, the
prophets who prophesied of the gracc
that was to be yours made carelul search
and inquiry, 1inquiring about the person
or time that the Spirit of Christ within
them indicated when it testified in ad-
vance (o the suffcrings destined [or
Christ and the subsequent glory. 121t was
revealed 1o them that they were serving
not themselves but you, in regard to the
things that have now been announced to
you through those who brought you good

»Other ancient authorilies read “known”
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1 Peter 1

news by the Holy Spirit sent from
heaven - things inte which angels long to
look!

A Call to Holy Living

13 Therelorc prepare your minds for
action;© discipline yourselves; set all your
hope on the grace that Jesus Christ will
bring you when he is revealed. ¥Like
obedient children, do not be conformed
to thc dcsires that you formerly had in
ignorance. SInstead, as he who called
you is haly, be holy yourselves in all your
conduct; for it is written, “You shall be
holy, for I am holy.”

171f you invoke as Father the one
who judges all people impartially accord-
ing to their deeds, live in reverent fear
during the time of your exile. 3You
know that you werc ransomed from the
futile ways inherited from your ancestors,
not with perishable things like silver or
gold, but with the precious biood of
Christ, like that of a lamb without defect
or blemish. 20 He was destined before the
foundation of the world, but was revealed
al the end of thc ages for your sake.
2 Through him you have come to trust in
God, who raised him from the dead and
gave him glory, so that your faith and
hope are set on God,

22Now that you have purified your
souls by your obedicnce to the truth< so
that you have genuine mutual love, love
one another decplyt from the heart./
BYou have been born ancw, not of
perishable but of imperishable seed,
through the living and enduring word of
God.g #For

“All flesh is like grass

and all its glory like the flower
of grass.

The grass withers,
and the flower falls,

2hut the word of the Lord endures
forever.”

That word is the good news that was
announced to you.

“Gk “gird up the loins of your mind” 4Qther ancient authorities add “thmugh“thﬂ
Spirit”  ¢Or “constantly” fOther ancient authoritics read “a pure heart” £Qr “through

the word of the living ‘and enduring God”
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514

The Living Stone and a Chosen People
2 1Rid yourselves, thercfore, of all

malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy,
and all slander. 2Like newborn infants,
long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that
by it you may grow inlo salvation— 3if
indeed you have tasted thal the Lord is
good.

4 Come Lo him, a living stone, though
rejected by mortals yct chosen and pre-
cious in God's sight, and Slike living
stones, let yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, lo be a holy pricsthood,
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceplable o
God through Jesus Christ. S§For it stands
in scripture:

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and
precious;
and whoever belicves in him? will
not be put to shame.”

7To you then who belicve, he is precious;
but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders
rejected
has become the very head of
the corncer,”

$and
“A stone that makes them
stumblc,
and a rock that makes them
fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the
word, as thecy were destined to do.
9But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own
people,/ in order that you may proclaim
the mighty acts of him who called you out
of darkness into his marvelous light.
Once you were not a people,
but now you arc God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received
mercy.

Live as Servants of God

11 Beloved, T urge you as aliens and
cxiles 10 abstain from the desires of the
flesh that wage war against the soul
12Conduct yourselves honorably among
the Gentiles, so that, though they malign

JGk “a people for his possession”
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I Peter 2

you as evildoers, they may sec your
honorable deeds and glorify God when
he comes to judge.*

13For the Lords sake accept the
authority of every human institution,
whether of the emperor as supreme, Mor
of governors, as sent by him to punish
those who do wrong and to praise those
who do right. %5For it is God's will that
by doing right you shouid silence the
ignorance of the foolish. 16 As servants™
of God, live as [ree people, yet do not
usc your freedom as a pretext for evil.
"Honor everyone. Love the (amily of
believers.? Fear God. Honor the
CHperor.

The Example of Christ’s Suffering

18Slaves, accept the authority of your
masters with all deference, not only thosc
who are kind and gentle but also those
who are harsh. ¥ For it is a credit to you
if, being aware of God, you endure pain
while suifering unjustly. 20If you endure
when you are beaten for doing wrong,
what credit is that? But il you endurc
when you do right and suffer for it, you
have God's approval. 21For to this you
have been called, because Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an cxample,
sa that you should follow in his steps.

24He committed no sin,

and no deccit was found in
his mouth.”

23When he was abused, he did not return
abuse; when he suffered, he did not
threaten; but he entrusted himself to the
one who judges justly. 24 Hc himself bore
our sins in his body on the cross,e so that,
frcc from sips, we might live for
righteousness; by his woundsr you have
been healed. 25For you were going astray

“Gk “God on the day of visitation” /Or “every institution ordained for human beings”

Gk “slaves” "Gk “Love the brotherhood”
the tree” 2 Gk “hruise”

oQOr “carried up our sins in his body to
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516

like shecp, but now you have returned (o
the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Wives and Husbands

3 1 Wives, in the same way, accept the

authority of your husbands, so that,
even if some of them do not obey the
word, they may be won over without a
word by their wives' conduct, 2when they
sce the purity and reverence of your
lives. 3Do not adorn yourselves outward-
ly by braiding your hair, and by wearing
gold ornaments or finc clothing; 4rather,
ict your adornment be the inner scif with
the lasting beauty of a gentle and quict
spirit, which is very precious in God’s
sight. $It was in this way long ago that the
holy women who hoped in God used to
adorn themselvcs by accepting  the
authority of their husbands. ¢Thus Sarah
obeycd Abraham and called him lord.
You have become her daughlers as long
as you do what is good and never let
fears alarm you.

7Husbands, in the same way, show
consideration for your wives in your life
together, paying honor to the woman as
the weaker sex, 7 since they loo are also
heirs of the gracious gift of life—so that
nothing may hinder your prayers.

Suffering for Doing Right

8 Finally, all of you, have unity of
spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a
tender heart, and a humble mind. *Do
not repay cvil for evil or abuse [or abuse;
but, on the contrary, repay with a bless-
ing. Tt is for this that you were called -
that you might inherit a blessing. 19For

*“Those who desire life
and dcsire Lo see good days,
lct them keep their tongues
from cvil
and their lips from speaking
deccit;
Llet them turn away from evil
and do good;
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"Gk “their fear” sOr “respect”

authorities read “us”
“for us™; others, “for you”

¢Other ancient authorities read “died”
vOr “a pledge to God from™

1 Peter 3-4

let them scek peace and
pursuc it.
12For the cyes of the Lord are on
the rightcous,
and his ears arc open to
their prayer.
But the face of the Lord is
against those who do evil.”
13Now who will harm you if you arc
cager 1o do what is good? ¥ But cven if
you do suffer for doing what is right, you
are blessed. Do nol fear what they fear,”
and do not be intimidated, %%but in your
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be
rcady 10 make your defense to anyonc
who demands from you an accounting for
the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and reverence. Kecp your
conscience clcar, so that, when you are
maligned, those who abuse you for your
good conduct in Christ may be put to
shame. "For it is better to suffer for
doing good, il suffering should be God's
will, thar Lo suffer for doing evil. 3For
Christ also suffered’ for sins once for all,
the righteous for thc unrighteous, in
order to bring yout to God, He was put
to dcath in the flesh, but made alive in
the spirit, ¥in which also he went and
made a proclamation to the spirits in
prison, 2who in former times did not
obey, when God waited paticently in the
days of Noah, during the building of the
ark, in which a few, that is, cight persons,
were saved through water, 2! And bap-
tism, which this prefigured, now saves
you—nol as a removal of dirt from the
body, but as an appeal to God for» a
good conscience, through the resurrce-
tion of Jesus Christ, Z2who has gone into
heaven and is at the right hand of God,
with angels, authorities, and powers
made subject Lo him.

Good Stewards of God’s Grace

4 1Since therefore Christ suffered in
the flesh,» arm yourselves also with
the same intention (for whocver has

uOther ancient
wOther ancient authorities add
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*Gk “rest of the time in the flesh”

yOr “they malign you”

518

sulfered in the flesh has finished with
sin), ?s0 as to live for the rest of your
earthly lifex no longer by human desires
but by the will of God. 3 You have already
spent enough lime in doing what the
Gentiles like to do, living in licentious-
ness, passions, drunkcnncss, revels,
carcusing, and lawless idolatry. 4 They are
surpriscd that you no longer join them in
the same excesses of dissipation, and so
they blaspheme.y 5But they will have to
give an accounting to him who stands
rcady to judge the living and the dead.
$For this is the rcason the gospel was
proclaimed even to the dead, so that,
though they had been judged in the flesh
as everyone is judged, they might live in
the spirit as God docs.

7The cnd of all things is near;z there-
fore be scrious and discipline yourselves
for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above all,
maintain constant love for one another,
for love covers a multitude of sins. ?Be
hospitable to one another without com-
plaining. WLike good stewards of the
manifold  grace of God, serve one
another with whatever gift each of you
has received. ! Whoever speaks must do
s0 as one speaking the very words of
God; whoever scrves must do so with the
strength that God supplies, so that God
may be glorified in all things through
Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and
the power forever and ever. Amen.

Suffering as a Christian

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the
fiery ordeal that is taking place among
you to test you, as though something
strange were happening to you. 13But
rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s
sulferings, so that you may also be glad
z0Or“is at hand”
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1 Peter 4-5

and shout for joy when his glory is
revealed. WIF you arce reviied for the
name of Christ, you arc blessed, becausc
the spirit of glory,« which is the Spirit of
God, is resting on you.® 15But lel none of
you sufler as a murderer, a thief, a
criminal, or even as a mischief maker.
16Yct il any of you suffers as a Christian,
do not consider it a disgrace, but glorify
God because you bear this name. '7For
the time has come for judgment Lo begin
with the household of God; if it begins
with us, what will be the end for those
who do not obey the gospel of God?
13 And
“If it is hard for the rightcous
1o be saved,
what will become of the
ungodly and the sinners?”

Therefore, let those suffering in
accordance with God's will cntrust
themselves to a faithful Creator, while
continuing to do good.

Tending the Flock of God

5 INow as an elder mysclt and a wit-

ness of the sufferings of Christ, as
well as one who shares in the glory to be
revealed, I exhort the elders among you
2to tend the flock of God that is in your
charge, cxercising the oversight,® not
under compulsion but willingly, as God
would have you do it9—not for sordid
gain bul eagerly. Do not lord it over
those in your charge, but be examples to
the flock. #And when the chiel shepherd
appears, you will win the crown of glory
that never fades away. 5In the same way,
you who are younger must accept the
authurity of the elders.c And all of you
must clothe yoursclves with humility in
your dealings with one another, for

“Other ancient authoritics add “and of power” #Other ancient authorities add “On
their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified” ¢Qther ancient
authorities lack “exercising the oversight”  dQOther ancient authorities lack “as God

would have you do it”

cOr “of those who are older”



1 t&TCh @ARRT 5

A MANAC TONATTFT Lot
AS: AT 1T AI7T LOAAA

BATIAY (MLHLD h& WTR.PLCD
Fu- hPgATo hWaiLAANAC W E
03T LNT-F APCSE TACH DA
A LANAS  7LPNRTITU-T
- ORCH AL TX-T = 3{loPm7T 4
1R9° : 0AILTu- L0040 C°Lam
@3 LAY NILTLEM WHIMA LNl
ASI %A PAT OIRPFTU-
23 oohs. lompe NIEP RfOP
Fu- Wt 213 TF0 FPoovt
wanchtn Al @L HAAS D4
tmeTu- 27 v R9°Ah ATet
1 oohed hieNATo- NAA Lok
25T PLCITAN PASTU-A £
LATFU-eIA 2 MARCH PCS DEA
ANMhHAAT® &40 LUFE A% s

12 APPNCAT UG 09 T$ovi)F
A9 ROPFT SR NLAAC R0 A
I3 atooqhcoATy-: £ov) @}
£9° WiL Uy NEmCu-T QODAPTH
AP QR4 S LATAAD- 8 BhASHE
2C Forcal ALAT EAT DT NCDH
1 £7 AL TICEN NATS PPCO-A
Faa sz HEPC AN ACH (CA
Fu- 0A9°F TaMars QRCOFO AA
Fo- AvATU- 0A9° 2U-F2 A7 e

FOr “be vigilant” £Gk “your brolherhood” 4Gk “She who is”

authorities add “Amen”

520

“God opposcs the proud,
but gives grace to the humble.”

6 Humble yourselves therefore under
the mighty hand of God, so that he may
exalt you in due time. 7Cast ali your
anxicty on him, because he cares for you.
sDiscipline yourselves, keep alert.f Like
a roaring lion your adversary the devil
prowls around, looking for somcone to
devour. *Rcsist him, steadfast in your
faith, for you know that your brothers
and sisters¢ in all the workld are undergo-
ing the same kinds of suflering. 1®And
after you have suffered (or a little while,
the God of all grace, who has called you
to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself
restore, support, strengthen, and estab-
lish you. 11To him be the power forever
and cver. Amen.

Final Greetings and Benediction

12 Through Silvanus, whom I consider
a faithful brother, 1 have written this
short letter to encourage you and 1o tes-
lily that this is the true gracc of God.
Stand fast in it. 3Your sister church? in
Babylon, chosen together with you, sends
you greetings; and so does my son Mark.
14 Greet one another with a kiss of love.

Peace (o all of you who are in Christ.!

iQther ancient
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THE SECOND LETTER OF
Peter

Salutation

1 tSimeon# Peter, a

apostle of Jesus Christ,

To those who have reccived a faith as
precious as ours through the rightcous-
ncss of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: ¢

2May gracc and peacc be yours in
abundance in the knowledge of God and
of Jesus our Lord,

servant?  and

The Christian’s Call and Election

3His divine power has given us
everything needed for life and godlincss,
through the knowledge of him who calied
us by4 his own glory and goodness. 4Thus
he has given us, through these things, his
precious and very great promises, so that
through them you may cscape from the
corruption that is in the world because of
lust, and may become participants of the
divinc nature. SFor this very reason, you
must make every efforl to support your
faith with goodness, and goodness with
knowledge, ¢and knowledge with self-
control, and self-control with endurance,
and endurance with godliness, Tand god-
liness with mutuale  affection, and
mutual¢ affection with love. 3For if these
things arc yours and arc increasing
among you, they keep you from being
ineffcctive  and  unfruitful in  the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. ? For
anyonc who lacks these things is necar-
sighted and blind, and is {orgetful of the
clcansing of past sins. YTherefore,
brothers and sisters,” be all the more
cager to confirm your call and election,
for if you do this, you will never stumble.
For in this way, entry into the eternal
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ will be richly provided far you.

12Therclore 1 intend 10 keep on
reminding you of these things, though

" ATAR: DA RYILY HOFC you know them already and  arc
“Other ancient authorities read “Simon”  #Gk “slave”™  <Or “of our God and the Savior

Jesus Christ”
fGk “brothers”

4QOther ancient authorities read “through” cGk “brotherly”
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established in the truth that has come to
you. BT think it right, as long as 1 am in
this body,s 1o refresh your memory,
Hgince T know that my death” will come
soon, as indeed our Lord Jesus Christ has
made clear to me. ¥And I will make
every effort so that after my departure
you may be ablc at any timc 1o recall
these things.

Eyewitnesses of Christ's Glory

16For we did not follow cleverly
devised myths when we made known to
you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we had been cycwit-
nesses of his majesty. "For he received
honor and glory from God the Father
when that voice was conveyed to him by
the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my
Son, my Beloved, with whom T am well
pleased.” 18 We ocursclves heard this voice
come {rom heaven, while we were with
him on the holy mountain.

1950 we have the prophetic message
more fully confirmed. You will do well to
be attentive to this as to a lamp shining
in a dark place, until the day dawns and
the morning star rises in your hearts.
WFEirst of all you must understand this,
that no prophecy of scripture is a matter
of one's own interpretation, 2Lbecause no
prophecy ever came hy human will, but
men and women moved by the Holy
Spirit spoke from God./
False Prophets and Their Punishment
2 LBut false prophets also arose among

the people, just as there will be false
teachers ameng you, who will secretly
bring in destructive opinions. They will
cven deny the Master who  bought
them—bringing  swift destruction on
themselves. 2Even so, many will follow
their liccntious ways, and because of
these teachers the way ol (ruth will be
maligned. 3And in their greed they will

iOther ancient authorities read “my

beloved Son”  JOther ancient authorities read “bul moved by the Holy Spirit saints of

God spoke” Gk “because of them”
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2 Peter 2

exploit you with deceplive words. Their
condcmnation, pronounced against them
leng ago, has not been idle, and their
destruction is not asleep.

4For il God did not sparc the angels
when they sinned, but cast them into hell!
and committed them to chains™ of
deepest darkness o be kept uniil the
judgment; Sand if he did not sparc the
ancient world, even though he saved
Noah, a herald of righteousness, with
seven others, when he brought a flood on
a world of the ungodly; $and if by turning
the citics of Sodom and Gomorrah to
ashes he condemned them to extinctiona
and made them an example of what is
coming to the ungodly;2 7and if he res-
cued Lot, a rightcous man greatly dis-
lressed by the licentivusness of (he
lawless 3(for that righteous man, living
among them day after day, was tor-
mented in his righleous sou) by their
lawless deeds that he saw and heard),
fthen the Lord knows how 10 rescue the
godly from rial, and to keep the un-
rightcous under punishment until the day
of judgment 1 —especially those who in-
dulge their {lesh in depraved lust, and
who despise authority.

Bold and willful, they arc nol afraid to
slander the glorious ones,” 'whercas an-
gels, though greater in might and powcer,
do not bring against them a slanderous
judgment  from the Lord.4 2These
peopie, however, are  like  irrational
animals, mere crcatures of instinet, born
to be caught and killed. They slander
what they do not understand, and when
thosc creatures are destroyed,” they also
will be destroyed, Vsufferings the penalty
for doing wrong. They count il a picasure
to revel in the daytime. They are blots
and  blemishes, revcling in  their
dissipation’ while they feast with you.

7Other ancient authoritics lack

cad “an example to thosc who were to be
7Other ancient authorities read “before the

fOther ancient authoritics
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WThey have eyes full of adultery, insati-
abie for sin. They enlice unstcady souls,
They have hcarts trained in greed. Ac-
cursed children! 15They have left the
straight road and have gone astray, fol-
lowing the road of Balaam son of Bosor,«
who loved the wages of doing wrong,
16bul was rebuked for his own transgres-
sion; a speechless donkey spoke with a
human voice and restrained  the
prophet’s madness.
17These are walcrless springs and
mists driven by a storm; for them the
deepest darkness has been  reserved.
8For they spcak bombastic nonscnse,
and with licentious desires of the flesh
they enticc pcople who have justv es-
caped from those who live in crror.
¥They promise them freedom, but they
themselves are slaves of corruption; for
peoplc are slaves to whatever masters
them. #For if, after they have escaped
the defilements of the world through the
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, they are again entangled in them
and overpowered, the last state has be-
come worse for them than the first. 2! For
it would have becen better lor them never
to have known the way of righicousness
than, after knowing it, to turn back from
the holy commandment that was passed
on to them. 21t has happened 1o them
according to the true proverb,
“The dog turns back to its
own vomit,”
and,
“The sow s washed only (o
wallow in the mud.”

The Promise of the Lord’s Coming

3 UThis is now, beloved, the sccond let-
ter I am writing to you; in them 1 am
trying to arouse your sincerc intention by
reminding you 2that you should remem-
ber the words spoken in the past by the
holy prophets, and the commandment of
the Lord and Savior spoken through your
apostlcs. JFirst of all you must under-
stand this, that in the last days scolfers
will come, scoffing and indulging their

vOther ancient authorities read “actyaily”
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*Gk “our fathers fell aslecp™
YOther ancient authorities read

2 Peter 3

own lusts 4and saying, “Where is the
promisc of his coming? For cver since
our ancestors died,* all things continuce
as they were from the beginning of crea-
tion!” $They deliberately ignore this fact,
that by the word of God heavens existed
long ago and an carth was formed out of
water and by means of water, Sthrough
which the world of that time was deluged
with waler and perished. 7But by the
same word thc present hecavens and
carth have been rescrved for fire, being
kept until the day of Judgment and
destruction of the godlcss.

8But do not ignorc this one fact,
beloved, that with the Lord onc day is
like a thousand years, and a thousand
years are like one day. *The Lord is not
slow about his promise, as some think of
slowness, but is paticnt with you,* not
wanting any to perish, but ail (o come to
repentance. ®But the day of the Lord
will comec like a thiet, and then the
hcavens will pass away with a loud noise,
and the clements will be dissoived with
fire, and the earth and everything that s
done on it will be disclosed.y

11 Since all these things are 0 be dis-
solved in this way, what sort of persons
ought you to be in leading lives of holi-
ness and godliness, 2waiting for and
hastening? the coming of the day ol God,
because of which the heavens will be set
ablaze and dissoived, and the clements
will mclt with fire? 13But, in accordance
with his promise, we wait for new
heavens and a new carth, where
righteousness is at home,

Final Exhortation and Doxology

14 Thercfore, beloved, while you are
waiting for these things, strive to be
found by him at peace, without spot or

*Other ancient authorities read “on your account”
“will be burned up” zQr “carnestly desiring
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blemish; ¥*and regard the paticnce of our
Lord as salvation. So also our beloved
brother Paul wrote to you according 1o
the wisdom given him, "¥spcaking of this
as he docs in all his lctters. There are
some things in them hard to understand,
which the ignorant and unstable twist to
their own destruction, as thcy do the
7You

beloved, since you are forewarned, be-

other  scriptures. therefore,

ware that you are not carried away with
the crror of the lawless and lose your
own stability. ¥But grow in the grace and
knowledge of cur Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To him be the glory both now and
o the day of cternity. Amen. 4

THE FIRST LEFTER OF
John

The Word of Life

1 "We declare 10 you what was from
the beginning, what we have heard,
what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked al and touched with our
hands, concerning the word of lifc — 2this
lifc was revealed, and we have seen it and
testify to it, and declare to you the eter-
nal life that was with the Father and was
revealed 10 us — 3we declare o you what
we have scen and heard so that you also
may have fellowship with us; and (ruly
our fellowship is with the Father and with
his Son Jesus Christ. 4Wc are writing
these things so that our® joy may be
complete.

God Is Light

5This is the message we have heard
from him and proclaim to you, that God

- -
2Other ancient authorities lack “Amen” #Other ancient authorities read “your”
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1 John 1-2

is light and in him there is no darkness
at all. It we say that we have fellowship
with him while we arc walking in dark-
ness, we lic and do not do what is lruc;
Tbut il we walk in the light as he himself
15 in the light, we have {eflowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus his
Son cleanses us from all sin. 5I{ we Say
that we have no sin, we deceive our-
selves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we
confess our sins, he who is (aithlul and
just will forgive us our sins and cleanse
us from all unrightcousness. 011 we say
that we have not sinncd, we make him a
liar, and his word is not in us.

Christ Our Advocate

2 'My little children, I am writing these

things to you 50 that you may not sin.
But if anyone does sin, we have an advo-
cale with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice
lor our sins, and not for ours only but
alsa for the sins of the whole world.

3Now by this we may be sure that we
know him, il we obey his commandments.
#Whoever says, “I have come Lo know
him,” but docs not obey his command-
ments, is a liar, and in such a person the
truth does not exist; $hut whocver obeys
his word, truly in this person the love of
God has reached perfection. By this we
may be sure that we are in him:
Swhoever says, “1 abide in him,” ought to
walk just as he walked.

A New Commandment

7Beioved, 1 am writing you no new
commandment, but an old command-
ment that you have had from the begin-
ning; the old commandment is the word
that you have heard. $Yet 1 am writing
you a new commandment that is true in
him and in you, because? the darkness is
passing away and the true light is already
shining. *Whoever says, “I am in the
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light,” while hating a brother or sister,©
is still in the darkness. 10 Whoever loves
a brother or sister lives in the light, and
in such a person¢ there is no cause for
stumbling. MBut whoever hates another
believer/ is in the darkness, walks in the
darkness, and does not know the way to
go, because the darkness has brought on
blindness.
2] am writing o you, little children,
because your sins arc [orgiven
on account ol his name.
13] am writing to you, (athers,
because you know him who is
from the beginning.
I am writing to you, young people,
because you have conquered
the evil one.
T write tw you, children,
becausc you know the Father.
I write to you, fathers,
because you know him who is
from thc beginning.
I wrile to you, young people,
because you arc strong
and the word of God abides
in you,
and you have overcome the
evil one.
15Do not love the world or the things
in the world. The love of the Father is
not in thosc who love the world; '$lor all
that is in the world—the desire of the
ilesh, the desire of the eyes, the pride in
riches —comes not from the Father but
from the world. V7 And the world and its
desircs arc passing away, but those who
do the will ol God live forever.

Warning against Antichrists

18 Children, it is the last hour! As you
have heard that antichrist is coming, so
now many antichrists have come. From
this we know that it is the last hour.
1 They went out from s, but they did not
belong to us; for il they had belonged to
us, they would have remained with us.
But by going out they madc it plain that
none of them belongs o us. 2But you
have been anointed by the Holy One, and
all of you have knowledge.” 21T write to
you, not because you do not know the

eQr“in it”  SGk “hates a brother”

80r “the desire for it” *Other ancicn( authorities read “you know all things”
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1 John 2-3

truth, but because you know il, and you
know that no lic comes from the truth.
22Who is the liar but the one who denies
that Jesus is the Christ?’ This is the
antichrisi, the one who denies the Father
and the Son. No onc who denics the
Son has the Falher; everyone who con-
fesses the Son has the Father also, #1et
what you heard from the beginning abide
in you. If what you heard from the begin-
ning abides in you, then you will abide in
the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is
what he has promised us,/ eternal life.

261 write these things to you concern-
ing those who would deceive you. 27 As
for you, the anointing that you received
from him abides in you, and so you do
not need anyone to teach you. But as his
anainting teaches you about all things,
and is true and is not a lie, and just as it
has taught you, abide in him.%

28And now, litlde children, abide in
him, so that when he is revealed we may
have confidence and not be put 1o shame
betorc him at his coming.

Children of God

29I you know that he is righteous,
you may be sure that everyone who docs

right has been born of him,
3 'Sce what love the Father has given

us, that we should be called children
of God; and that is what we are. The
reason the world does not know us is that
it did not know him. 2Beloved, we arc
God's children now; what we will be has
not yet been revealed. What we do know
is this: when he! js revealed, we will be
likc him, for we will sec him as he is.
3And all who have this hope in him
purify themselves, just as he is pure.
4Everyonc who commits sin is guilty
of lawlcssness; sin is lawlessness. SYou
know that he was revealed to take away

‘Or “the Messiah” JOther ancient authorities read “you” AOr-it”  {QOr it
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sins, and in him there is no sin. $No one
who abides in him sins; no one who sins
has cithcr seen him or known him.
"Littlc children, let no one deccive you.
Everyone who does what is right s
rightcous, he s
#Everyone who commits sin is a child of
the devil; for the devil has been sinning
from the beginning. The Son of God was
revealed for this purposc, to destroy the
works of the devil. ?*Those who have
been born of God do not sin, because
God's sced abides in them;™ they cannot
sin, beeause they have been born of God.
1 The children of God and the children
of the devil are revealed in this way: all
who do not do what is right arc not from
Guod, nor are those who do nol love their
brothers and sisters.”

just  as rightcous.

Love One Another

11For this is the message you have
heard from the beginning, that we should
love one another. 12 We must not be like
Cain who was [rom the evil onc and
murdered his brother. And why did he
murder him? Because his own deeds
were cvil and his brother's righteous.
13Do not be astonished, brothers and
sisters,© that the world hates you. 4 We
know that we have passed from death to
life becausc we love onc
Whocver docs not love abides in death.
15All who hate a brother or sisters are
murderers, and you know that murderers
do not have eternal life abiding in them.
18We know love by this, that he laid
down his lifc for us —and we ought (0 lay

another.

down our lives {or one another. 17 How
does God’s love abide in anyone who has
#Gk “his brother” oGk “brothers”
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Jesus™y

1 John 3-4

the world’s goods and scos a brother or
sisterd in need and yel refuses help?

18Little children, lct us love, not in
word or speech, but in truth and action.
YAnd by this we will know that we arc
from the truth and will reassure our
hearts before him 20whenever our hearts
condemn us; for God is greater than our
hearts, and he knows cverything,
HBeloved, if our hearts do not condemn
us, we have boldness before God: 2and
we rceeive from him whatever we ask,
because we obey his commandments and
do what pleases him.

23 And this is his commandment, that
we should beticve in the name of his Son
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as
hc has commanded us. 24 All who abey
his commandments abide in him, and hc
abides in them. And by this we know that
he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has
given us.

Testing the Spirits

4 !Beloved, do not believe every $pirit,

but test the spirits (0 sce whether they
are from God; for many false prophets
have gone out into the world. 1By this
you know the Spirit of God: every spirit
that confesses that Jesus Christ has come
in the (lesh is from God, 3and cvery spirit
that does not confess Jesus” is not [rom
God. And this is the spirit of the
antichrist, of which you have heard that
i is coming; and now i is alrcady in the
world. 4Liule children, you are from
God, and have conquered them; for the
onc who is in you s greater than the one
who is in the world. SThey arc from the
world; therefore what they say is [rom
the world, and the world listens 1o them.
¢ We are from God. Whoever knows God
listens to us, and whoever is not {rom
God does not listen 10 us. From this we

"Other ancient authorities read “docs away with Jesus” (Gk “dissolves
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know the spirit of truth and the spirit of
error.

God {s Love

7Beloved, et us love onc another,
because love is from God; cveryone who
loves is born of God and knows God.
$Whoever does not love docs not know
God, for God is love. ?God’s love was
revealed among us in this way: God sent
his only Son into the world so that we
might live through him. °In this is love,
not that we lfoved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the aloning
sacrifice for our sins. M Beloved, since
God loved us so much, we also ought to
love one another. 12No one has ever secn
God; if we love onc another, God lives in
us, and his love is perfeeted in us.

13By this we know that we abidc in
him and he in us, because he has given
us of his Spirit. ¥ And we have seen and
do testify that the Father bas sent his Son
as the Savior of the world. 1*God abides
in thosc who confess that Jesus is the Son
of God, and they abide in God. 16Se we
have known and believe the love that
God has lor us.

God is love, and those who abide in
love abide in God, and God abides in
them. "Love has been perfected among
us in this: that we may have boldness on
the day of judgment, because as he is, so
are we in this world. ¥There is no f{ear
in love, but perfect love casts out fear;
for fear has to do with punishment, and
whocver fears has nol reached perfection

in love. 1* We [oves hecause he first loved

sOther ancient authorities add “him™;, others add “God”
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'Gk “brothers” «Gk “brother”

vOr “the Messiah”

1 John 4-§5

us. ®Those who say, “I love God,” and
hate their brothers or sisters,’ are liars;
for those who do not love a brother or
sistcr* whom they have seen, cannot love
God whom they have not scen. 21 The
commandment we have [rom him is this;
those who love God must love their

brothers and sisterst also.
5 !Everyone who belicves that Jesus is
the Christv has been born of God,
and cveryone who loves the parent loves
the child. 2By this we know that we love
the children of God, when we love God
and obey his commandments. 3For the
tove of God is this, that we obey his
commandments. And his commandments
are not burdensome, 4for whatcver is
born of God conquers the world. And
this is the victory that conquers the
world, our faith. $Who s it that conquers
the world but the onc who belicves that
Jesus is the Son of God?

Faith Conquers the World

Testimony concerning the Son of God

6'This is the one who came by water
and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the
water only but with the water and the
blood. And the Spirit is the one that
testifics, for the Spirit is the truth
T'There are three that testify:» 3the Spirit
and the water and the blood, and these
lhree agree. ?If we receive human tes-
timony, the testimony of God is greater;
for this is the testimony of God that he
has testified to his Son. "Those who
believe in the Son of God have the tes-
limony in their hearts. Those who do not
believe in God» have made him a liar by
not belicving in the testimony that God
has given concerning his Son, 11 And this
is the testimony: God gave us eternal life,
and this lifc is in his Son. 2 Whoever has
the Son has life; whoever does not have
the Sen of God does not have life.

wA few other authorilies read

(with variations) 7“There arc three that testify in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Spirit, and these three are one. 8And there are three that testify on earth:”

*Other ancient authorities read “in (he Son”
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Epilogue

131 write these things to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God,
so that you may know that you have
eternal life.

14 And this is the bokiness we have in
him, that if we ask anything according to
his will, he hears us. ¥ And if we know
that he hears us in whatcver we ask, we
know thal we have obtained the requests
made of him, 8If you see your brother
or sister’ committing what is not a mortal
sin, you will ask, and Godz will give life
to such a one—1o those whose sin is not
mortal. There is sin that is mortal; I do
not say that you should pray about that,
17 All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin
that is not mortal.

18 We know that those who are born
of God do not sin, but the one who was
born of God protects them, and the evil
onc does not touch them. ¥ We know
that we are God’s children, and that the
whole werld lies under the power of the
evil one. 22 And wc know that the Son of
God has come and has given us under-
standing so that we may know him who
is true;2 and we are in him who is true,
in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true
God and eternal life.

21Lictle  children, keep yoursclves
from idols.?

a0ther ancicnt authorities read “know the true God”
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THE SECOND LETTER OF
John

Salutation

I'The elder to the elect lady and her
children, whom I love in the truth, and
not only T but also all who know the
truth, Zbecause of the truth that abides in
us and will be with us forever:

3 Grace, merey, and peace will be with
us from God the Father and from# Jesus
Christ, th¢ Father’s Son, in truth and
love,

Truth and Love

41 was overjoyed to find some of your
children walking in the truth, just as we
have been commanded by the Father.
5But now, dear lady, I ask you, not as
though I were writing you a new com-
mandment, but one wc have had from
the beginning, let us love one another.
5 And this is love, that we walk according
to his commandments; this is the com-
mandment just as you have hcard it from
the beginning —you must walk in it

7Many deceivers have gonc out into
the warld, those who do not confess that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh; any
such person is thc deceiver and the
antichrist!  Be on your guard, so that you
do not losc what web have worked for,
but may receive a full reward, YEveryone
who docs not abide in the teaching of
Christ, but goes beyond it, does not have
God; whoever abides in the teaching has
both the Father and the Son. Do not
receive into the house or welcome
anyonc who comes {o you and does not
bring this teaching; ' for to welcome is to
participatc in the evil deeds of such a
person.

Final Greetings

12 Although I have much o write to
you, I would rather not usc paper and
mk; instcad T hope to come to you and
talk with you [acc to face, so that our joy
may be compiete.

13The children of your elect sister
scnd you their grectings. ¢

b0Other ancient authorities read “you”
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cGk “for the sake of the name”

THE THIRD LETTER OF
John

Salatation

1The clder o the beloved Gaius,
whom I love in truth.

Gaius Commended for His Iospitality

2Bcloved, 1 pray that all may go well
with you and that you may be in good
health, just as it is welt with your soul. 31
was overjoyed when some of the {riends#
arrived and testified to your faithfulncss
to the truth, namely how you walk in the
truth. 41 have no greater joy than this, to
hcar that my children are walking in the
truth.

5Beloved, you do faithlully whatever
you do for the friends,® cven though they
are strangers to you; Sthey have testificd
to your love before the church. You will
do well to send them on in a manner
worthy of God; 7for they began their
journey for the sake of Christ,© accepting
no  support {rom  non-believers. @
¥Therefore we ought to support such
peopie, so that we may become co-
workers with the truth.

Diotrephes and Demetrius

91 have written something to the
church; bul Diotrephes, who likes to put
himself first, does not acknowledge our
authority. 8o if T come, I will call atten-
tion to what hc is doing in spreading false
charges against us. And not content with
those charges, he refuses to welcome the
[riends# and even prevents those who
want to do so and expels them [rom the
church.

11 Beloved, do not imitate what is cvil
but imitate what is good. Whoever does
good is from God; whocver does evil has
not seen God. 12Everyone has testified
favorably about Demetrius, and so has
the truth itself. We also testily for him,*
and you know that our testimony is true.

Final Greetings

131 have much to write 1o you, but I
would rather not writc with pen and ink;

4Gk “the Gentiles”
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aGk “slave”

8Gk “brothers” ¢ Gk “brother”

James 1

Minstead [ hope to see you soon, and we
will talk together face to face.

15Peace to you, The friends send you
their greetings. Greet the [ricnds there,

cach by name.

THE LETTER OF
James

Salutation

1James, a scrvant? of God and of the
Lord Jesus Christ,

To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion:
Greetings.

Faith and Wisdom

2My brothers and sisters,” whenever
you [ace trials of any kind, consider it
nathing bul joy, 3becausc you know (hat
the testing of your faith produces en-
durance; 4and let endurance have its full
etfect, so that you may be mature and
completc, lacking in nothing.

51f any of you is lacking in wisdom,
ask God, who gives to all generously and
ungrudgingly, and it will be given you.
¢But ask in faith, never doubting, for the
one who doubts is like a wave of the sea,
driven and tossed by the wind; 3for the
doubter, being double-minded and un-
stable in every way, must not expect to
receive anything from the Lord.

TPoverty and Riches

9Let the believert who is lowly boast
in being raised up, Yand the rich in being
brought low, because the rich will disap-
pear like a flower in the field. " For the
sun riscs with its scorching heat and
withers the field; its flower falls, and its
bcauty perishes. It is the same way with
the rich; in the midst of a busy life, they
will wither away.
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Trial and Temptation

12Blessed is anyonc who cndurcs
temptation. Such a one has stood the test
and will receive the crown of lifc that the
Lord4 has promised to thosc who love
him. B¥No one, when tempted, should
say, “I am being tempted by God”; for
Gaod cannot be tempted by evil and he
himsell tempts no onc. YBut one is
tempted by one’s own desire, being fured
and enticed by it; 15then, when that
desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin,
and that sin, when it is fully grown, gives
birth to death. ¥ Do not be deccived, my
beloved. ¢

17 Every generous act ol giving, with
cvery perfect gift, is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variation or shadow
duc to change.f 8In fulfillment of his
own purposc he gave us birth by the
word of truth, so that we would become
a kind of first fruits of his creatures.

Hearing and Doing the Word

19You must understand this, my
beloved:¢ let everyone be quick to listen,
slow to speak, slow to anger; 2 for your
anger does not produce God’s righteous-
ncss. M Therefore rid youwrselves of all
sordidness and rank growth of wicked-
ness, and wclcome with meckness the
implanted word that has the powcr to
save your souls.

22But bc docrs of the word, and not
merely hearers who deceive themselves,
23For il any are hearers ol the word and
not docrs, they are like those who look
al themsclves® in a mirror; 2#for they
look at themscives and, on going away,
immediately forget what they were like.
BBut those who look into the perfect
law, the law of liberty, and persevere,
being not hearers who forgel but docrs
who act—they will be blessed in their
doing.

261f any think they are religious, and
do not bridle their tongues but dceeive
their hearts, their rcligion is worthless.
27Religion that is pure and undefiled

¢Gk “my beloved brothers”  7Other
£Gk “my beloved
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before God, the Father, is this: to carc
for orphans and widows in their distress,
and to kcep oneself unstained by the
world.

Warning against Partiality

2 "My brothers and sisters,? do you with

your acts of lavoritism really believe
in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ?/ 2 For
if a person with gold rings and in fine
clothes comes into your assembly, and if
a poor person in dirty clothes also comes
in, *and if you take notice of the one
wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have
a scat here, please,” while to the one who
is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at
my feet,”* 4have you not made distinc-
tions among yourselves, and become
judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my
beloved brothers and sisters.! Has not
God chosen the poor in the world to be
rich in faith and 0 be heirs of the
kingdom that he has promiscd to those
who love him? §But you have dishonored
the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress
you? Is it not they who drag vou into
court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the
excellent name that was invoked over
you?

8You do well i you really fulfill the
royal law according to the scripture,
“You shall love your neighbor as your-
sell.” *But if you show partiality, you
commit sin and are convicted by the Jaw
as transgressors. 1For whoever kecps
the whole law but fails in onc point has
become accountable for all of it. 11For
the onc who said, “You shall not commit
adullery,” also said, “You shall not mur-
der.” Now if you do net commit adultery
but if you murder, you have become a
transgressor of the law. 230 speak and
s0 act as those who are Lo be judged by

Gk “My brothers” JOr “hold the faith of our glorious Lord Jesus Christ without acts

of [avoritism”™  ¥Gk “Sit under my footstool”

{Gk “brothers”
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the law of liberty. 3 For judgment will be
without mercy {o anyone who has shown
no mercy; mercy triumphs over judg-
ment.

Faith without Works Is Dead

14What good is it, my brothers and
sisters,/ if you say you have faith but do
not have works? Can faith save you? 15If
a brother or sister is naked and lacks
daily food, 1$and one of you says to them,
“Go in peace; keep warm and eal your
{ill,” and yet you do not supply their
bodily needs, what is the good of that?
1780 faith by itself, if it has no works, is
dead.

18 But someone will say, “You have
faith and I have works.” Show me your
faith apart from your works, and 1 by my
works will show you my faith. 1% You
believe that God is one; you do well.
Even the demons believe —and shudder.,
¥ Do you want lo be shown, you sense-
less person, that faith apart from works
is barren? 2'Was not our ancestor
Abraham justified by works when he of-
fered his son Isaac on the altar? 2You
sce that faith was active along with his
works, and faith was brought to comple-
tion by the works. 2Thus the scripture
was  fulliled that says, “Abraham
believed God, and it was reckoned to him
as righteousncss,” and he was called the
friend of God. 2 You sce that a person is
justified by works and not by faith alope.
IS Likewise, was not Rahab the prostitute
also justified by works when she wel-
comed the messengers and sent them out
by another road? %*For just as the body
without the spirit is dead, so faith without

works is also dead.

3 INot many of you should become
teachers, my brothers and sisters,”

for you know that we who (cach will be

Taming the Tongue
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7Gk “My brothers™

James 3

judged with greater strictness. 2 For all of
us make many mistakes. Anyonc who
makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect,
able to keep the whole body in check
with a bridle. 3If we pul bits into the
mouths of horses to make them obey us,
we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at
ships: though they are so large that it
takes strong winds to drive them, yet they
are guided by a very small rudder
wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So
also the tonguc is a small member, yet it
boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a
smal] fire! $ And the tongue is a fire. The
tongue is placed among our mcmbers as
a world of iniquity; it stains the wholc
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, »
and is itselt set on fire by hell.e 7For
cvery species of beast and bird, of reptile
and sea creature, can be tamed and has
been tamed by the human species, $but
no onc can tame the tongue —a restless
evil, full of deadly poison. *With i1 we
bless the Lord and Father, and with it we
curse those who are made in the likcness
of God. WFrom the same mouth come
blessing and cursing. My brothers and
sisters,” this ought not to be so. 11 Does
a spring pour lorth from the same open-
ing both fresh and brackish water? 12 Can
a lig tree, my brothers and sisters, ¢ yield
olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can
salt water yield fresh.

Two Kinds of Wisdom

13Who is wise and understanding
among you? Show by your good lifc that
your works arc done with gentlencss
born of wisdom. ¥But if you have bitter
envy and selfish ambition in your hearts,
do not be boastiul and false o the truth.
13Such wisdom does not come down from
above, but is carthly, unspiritual, devilish.
4Gk “my brothers”
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16 For where (here is envy and selfish
ambition, therc will also be disorder and
wickedness of cvery kind. 17 But the wis-
dom from above is first pure, then peace-
able, gentle, willing to yield, [ull of mercy
and good fruits, without a trace of par-
tiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of
rightcousness is sown in pcace for” those
who make peace.

Friendship with the World

4 1'Those conflicts and disputes among
you, where do they come from? Do
they not come from your cravings that
arc at war within you? 2You want some-
thing and do nol have it; so you commit
murder. And you covets something and
cannot obtain if; so you engage in dis-
putes and conflicts. You do not have,
because you do not ask. ¥ You ask and do
not reccive, because you ask wrongly, in
order to spend what you get on your
pleasures. 4 Adulterers! Do you not know
that friendship with the world is enmity
with God? Thercfore whoever wishes to
be a fricnd of the world becomes an
enemy of God. 50r do you suppose that
it is for nothing that the scripture says,
“God’ yearns jealously for the spiril that
he has made to dwell in us”? éBut he
gives all the more grace; therefore it says,
“God opposcs the proud,
but gives grace to the humble.”

7Submit yourselves therefore 1o God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you, 8Draw near to God, and he will
draw near to you. Cleanse your hands,
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you
double-minded. * Lament and mourn and
weep. Let your laughter be turned into
mourning and your joy into dejection.
WHumble yoursclves beforc the Lord,
and he will exalt you.

Warning against Judging Another

11Do not speak evil against one
another, brothers and sisters.” Whoevet
speaks evil against another or judges
another, speaks evil against the law and
judges the law; but if you judge the law,

tGk “He”  «Gk “brothers”
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James 4-5

you are not a doer of the law but a judge,
2There is one lawgiver and judge who is
able to save and to destroy. So who, then,
are you to judge your neighbor?

Boasting about Tomorrow

13Come now, you who say, “Today or
lomorrow we will go to such and such a
town and spend a year there, doing busi-
ness and making money.” ¥ Yet you do
not even know whai tomorrow will bring.
What is your life? For you are a mist that
appears for a little while and then
vanishes. ¥Instead you ought to say, “If
the Lord wishes, we will live and do this
or that.” 16As it is, you boast in your
arrogance; all such hoasting is evil,
7Anyone, then, who knows the right
thing to do and fails to do it, commits sin.

Warning to Rich Oppressors

5 1Come now, you rich people, weep

and wail for the miserics that are
coming to you. ?Your richcs have rotted,
and your clothes are moth-eaten. 3 Your
gold and silver have rusted, and their rust
will be evidence against you, and it will
eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up
treasurcy for the last days. #Listen! The
wages of the laborers who mowed your
fields, which you kept back by fraud, ery
out, and the cries of the harvesters have
reached the cars of the Lord of hosts.
5You have lived on the earth in luxury
and in pleasure; you have fattened your
hearts in a day of slaughter. $ You have
condemned and murdered the righteous
one, who does not resist you.

Patience in Suffering

7Be paticnt, therefore, beloved,* until
the coming of the Lord, The farmer waits
for the precious crop from the earth,
being patient with it until it receives the
early and the late rains. 3You also must
be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for
the coming of the Lord is near.*
*Beloved,» do not grumble against one
another, so that you may not be judged.

Or “will eat your flesh, since you have stored up fire” wGk “brothers” *Or “is at

hand”  ¥Gk “Brothers”
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Sce, the Judge is standing at the doors!
10As an example ol sulfering and
patience, beloved» take the prophets
who spoke in the name of the Lord.
Nindeed we call blessed those who
showed endurance. You have heard of
the endurance of Job, and you have seen
the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is
compassionate and mercilul.

12 Above all, my beloved,? do not
swear, cither by heaven or by carth or by
any other oalh, bul let your “Yes” be ves
and your “No” be no, so that you may
not fall under condemnation.

The Prayer of Faith

13 Arc any among you suffering? They
should pray. Are any cheertul? They
should sing songs of praise. YAre any
among you sick? They should call for the
elders of the church and have them pray
over them, anointing them with oil in the
name of the Lord. 'The prayer of faith
will save the sick, and the Lord will raise
them up; and anyone who has committed
sins will be forgiven. ¥ Therefore confess
your sins to one another, and pray for
onc another, so that you may be healed.
The prayer of the righteous is powerful
and ctfective. 17 Elijah was a human being
tikc us, and he prayed fervently that it
might not rain, sand (or three years and
six months il did not rain on the earth.
BThen he prayed again, and the heaven'
gave rain and the carth yielded its har-
vest.

19My brothers and sisters, @ if anyone
among you wanders from the truth and
is brought back by another, 2you should
know that whoever brings back a sinner
from wandering will save the sinner’s?
soul from death and will cover a multi-
tudc of sins.

&Gk “his”



reOH wrege

P8 av A DT

RAPO-0 NCHEO L erogN9°
@IET Y Lo-R: A AANAC
At oL@ ARPAD hCORAT
TmAlda- Atmés

2PHETS OAP° €PCI eHA
Fonn

3OKET e haTTMLaae
A wECTFG  ARFATY. AP
T1E QA+ ARS.AT R 1.H
LXT DA +F0m 1279 A1eT 0
L& A@PNCATF U AREAT Y- 132
DL T s A0 LR 047 ALy
FCL P4 WIAIRTF APT wa
ha MEPAS T 3 h12F -
PATANTIT R A0 paae
M VAT 13TV NF o
AR} R P00 NCAPAT ehsgne =

S8% U AT W1 LH L2
7 CteleTF o NFPr 14 he
M8 RIC T RET Po1P9°% 173
034 A¥Emé-Fo AGDTTy- ros
A2 SO LOFED P b}
AR PCAF@T RAFI PAMOE
T avARh Y MHAAT® Afc-T hen
A% 0AF Adh FAd 3 qoe
£ mNSAFPA: 733897
NI NICHH NP PRIRG AAD
£2°3 tHhb e NR9°G 1L OH-29F
a7° i NFTIPF HAAT® RAT
APtEme o008 FIPA =

B RILU-I° RILY NPT gP K e
Aav pRDY Pindn LFITIR
ETAN 2AMNY FATDI9° pag
A= 9PamA N KAS *Lhi A
NeeNAn 2C Mhehs LH fa
0 D NG LI B
KD 178 PNLENT SC. ASICO-
ANLLLT . WRIY 73 Povem-¢
2Gk “Judas” b Gk “slave”

Or “the only Master and our Lord Jesus Christ”

THE LETTER OF
Jude

Salutation

1Jude,= a servant ® of Jesus Christ and
brother of James,

To those who are called, who are
belovedt in? God the Father and kept
safe ford Jesus Christ;

2May mercy, peace, and Jove be yours
in abundance,

Occasion of the Letter

3Beloved, while cagerly preparing to
write (o you aboul the salvation we share,
I find it necessary 10 write and appeal to
you 1o contend for the faith that was
once for all entrusted to the saints. 4 For
certain intruders have stolen in among
you, people who long ago were desig-
nated for this condemnation as ungodly,
who pervert the grace of our God into
licentiousness and deny our only Master
and Lord, Jesus Christ.c

Judgment on False Teachers

3Now [ desire to remind you, though
you arc fully informed, that the Lord,
who once for all savedf a people out of
the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed
those who did not believe. $And the an-
gels who did not keep their own position,
but left their proper dwelling, he has kept
in eternal chains in dcepest darkness for
the judgment of the great  Day.
7 Likewise, Sodom and Gomorrah and
the surrounding cities, which, in the same
manncr as they, indulged in sexual im-
morality and pursued unnatural tust,s
serve as an example by undergoing a
punishmeat of clernal firc,

8Yct in the same way these dreamers
also defile the flesh, reject authority, and
slander the glorious ones.” *But when
the archangel Michael contendod with
the devil and disputed about the body of
Moses, he did not dare 1o bring a con-
demnation of slanderi against him, but
said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 9 Bu{ these

“Other ancient authoritics read “sanctified” 40r “by”

fOther ancient authorities read

“though you were once for all fully informed, that Jesus™ (ar “Joshuu”) “who saved”

8Gk “went after other flesh”  #0r “angels™
blasphemy”

Gk “glories”

fQr “condemnation for
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JOr “reefs”
Gk “came”
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people slander whatever they do not un-
derstand, and they are destroyed by those
things that, like irrational animals, they
know hy instinct. "Woe to them! For
they go the way of Cain, and abandon
themselves 1o Balaam's error for the
sake of gain, and perish in Korah's rebel-
lion. 2These are blemishes/ on your
love-feasts, while they feast with you
without fear, feeding themsclves.® They
are waterless clouds carricd along by the
winds; autumn trees without fruit, twice
dcad, uprooted; Bwild waves of the sea,
casting up the foam of their own shame;
wandering stars, [or whom the decpest
darkness has been reserved forever.

141t was also about these that Enoch,
in the scventh generation from Adam,
prophesied, saying, “See, the Lord is
coming’/ with ten thousands of his holy
ones, 15to execute judgment on all, and
to convict everyone of all the deeds of
ungodliness that they have committed in
such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh
things that ungodly sinncrs have spoken
against him.” ¥ These are grumblers and
malcontents; they indulge their own lusts;
they arc hombastic in speech, tlattering
people to their own advantage.

Warnings and Exhortations

17But you, beloved, must remembcy
the predictions of the apostles of our
Lord Jesus Christ; 8for they said (o you,
“In the last time there will be scolfers,
indulging their own ungodly lusts.” PIt is
these worldly people, devoid of the Spirit,
who are causing divisions. 20Bul you,
beloved, build yourselves up on your
most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit;

£Qr “without lear. They are shepherds who care only for themselves”
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"Gk “Christ 10”
scveral points

Jude

Hkecp yourselves in the love of God;
look forward to the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ thatl leads o™ cternal life,
2And have mercy on some who arc
wavering; ¥save  others by snatching
them out of the fire; and have mercy on
still. othcrs with (ear, hating even the
tunic defiled by their bodies.»

Renediction

24 Now to him who is able to keep you
from falling, and to make you stand
without blemish in the presence of his
glory with rejoicing, 25to the only God
our Savior, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and
authority, before all time and now and
forever. Amen.

"Gk “by the Nesh”, The Greek text of verses 22-23 is uncerlain at



