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Paul and Lila Balisky’s wonderful experierices with
Eva. Kedamo Mechato

1968 to 2005

Our first acquaintance with Ato Kedamo was in 1968 when he
arrived in SIM Aletta Wondo to preach at the annual Sidama KHC
Conference. He arrived late in the afternoon tired and with muddy
shoes because he had fo walk much of the way from Bobicho to
Alaba on a muddy road. At that initial meeting with Ato Kedamo our
hearts were knit together in Christian love.

Ato Kedamo’s preaching whether at Geja KHC or at a conference out
in a KHC centre, always deeply moved us spiritually. He prepared
his sermons well and spoke directly from a chapter or section of
God’s Word. He was not’ glven to jumping from one text to another.
‘We would rate him as one of the great present- day preachers of
Ethiopia.

Kedamo played a crucial role in the launching of the Evangelical
Theological College. Let me give some background to his role in this.
In the early 1970’s when Ato Kedamo was called to pastor the Geja
KHC, he launched an evening Bible School in that location. During
the Dergue years, 1974-1991 this evening Bible School programine
gave spiritual nourishment to many of the evangelicals whose
Churches were closed. Ato Kedamo asked several of us from SIM
such as John Koop, Brian Farger, and me to assist in teaching.
When Grace Bible Institute in Jimma was closed in 1978 by the
Dergue, a KHC committee was appointed to seek ways to rzopen a
KHC Theological Schools in Addis Ababa. This committice was
‘unsuccessful in their application to the Ministry of Education, now
staffed by Dergue personnel. It was Ate Kedamo’s strong
encouragements for us just to begin teaching in the evening in the
SIM HQ chapel as well as other empty rcoms in the attic of the
Business Department. His challenge was, “What else do you need to
begin a school besides a student and a book?” As a result of Ato
Kedamo’s advice, the SIM Evening Bible Scheol was launched. Under
the leadership of Dr. Steve Strauss, the School grew rapidly and was
renamed the Evangelical Theological College (ETC). For the record, it
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is important to recognize the role that Ate Kedamo played in the
initial stages of ETC.

An entire chapter could be written in Ato Kedamo’s autobiography
about his conference ministry as he teamed together with Mr. Albert
Brant. There were no KHC centres in Southern Ethiopia where these
two Godly men did not effectively preach God’s word.

While Lila and were in Scotland studying for my doctorate in 1991,
Ato Kedamc and Ato Markina were able to visit my home farm in
Sexsmith, Alberta, Canada with Murray and Bea Coleman. These
two Ethiopians arrived in winter and thus experienced our harsh
Alberta weather with snow and ice. I was only sorry that I could not
have been there in my home place to entertain them. They did tell
me that my older brother, Ralph and his wife Jean, treated them in a
wonderful manner and showed them many aspects of our life - home
Church, Peace River Bible Institute, John Deere farm machinery and
points of interest following their tour of N.America.

During that trip, Lila and I had the privilege of hosting Ato Kedamo
along with Ato Markina in Edinburgh. They stayed several days,
preaching through an interpreter at Bellevue Chapel and ministering
to Ethiopian University students in Glasgow. Many were blessed by
both men’s ministry.

Both Lila and I have been entertained in Ato Kedamo’s Addis Ababa
home many times. The Kedamo family’s hospitality and their evident
love God’s work have been an uplifting- example to both Lila and me
through the years.

Paul Balisky, July 21, 2013

398



Phf 7°AG LO/C ALA QAND, £ 1MavT T
ha AP WS 715+ OC
(h 1960 Ahh 1996 9.97)

hO3AP MBT° IC AovEansg 11 eF15T0r (0477 #4 hLot Ot
HCORAEST G @ PG AL Aaodln had @72 OLELTIA- Fhil.
AL, W RN Nev@F 01960 4.9° WC: £ AT AR hAT
eechar N78F AT 1A A3 hALE AA0 40 LAD: AOHT @7
ap $0Y goy1E (B Moo moIPFE (P Fa@-a- NC: paf AT
26 FMISTIVE AooEaul P PRNT ANFTT MCOLLSE KFC HANG:

V1% #0 He@F ATAE U+ RCOELIC Uy 0P hLOT CHIREHN
MShAT AP LAT® ¢OLEPCHFD AT U 19 TAPT PATOS
TS CaotPId hPYS MGF@ hlomimr faok @ SO hea-T
P03 Moo TN NI DT RPOANT Rad PECN MC R,
ATATET AU hiis PonRdh& $40 TP @8 A ALHAT INC:
NRE A9 F UGI" A} ATEES @OT holrd °CT Qe Wik
AClE T

VAT hBI° ARATEANA E2f-RNA hAE (ETC) aohid AET 0%
WG gl hiy IC (FRPPH WISIE FOnE ALPTI A
AARD A0 WMIANT oL 18 24 @l 0k hChrESd
Fmend 41962 4.9° ALPTF N+ hChhe?d ohT 09130 nea b
FucT eeLaAmar Pook A PAA FUCT O ATARDLT hRCHAE
h1967-1983 4.9° (HA+®- PLCT WDIH Hovd OCh:F ANEE ACHELST
SN NN OF T AMEET a0 AP ONT GCILLAT ALPINTA
erLa LU (0913 nea b 2AT Pilar PaeR e P&O IUCT
A 9CH At AT AT MICC B T AS N4£% 4010 feodhir
Chull. AL, HIT WIAICT (a0oIC SNt LT @0 (leog°v T
(oA Fe WM AILSLCT B4t IhC: N1970 4.9° £97 hbol 74
PO LN (RI) PR AT PAO 1LY NRCT oo PN NENINT ¥
X125 (Mh&N AN aohdF PNt avabT TEUCT 0k POLFANTR U
e eMmG hoUL APEC g Booln H8F Ly bk ONE OFT
AT9PUCT  TLULNEC  ah T NPALYE AR ANG BrettEl gdlno-
aGauhiF FENLETF APTY PLi

39%



AU LA AP 1A A5 Pavfh& $50 19°UCT RILIEPC 29799
NeodNet AS OTMNLI I~k PEC 5N AL AN, 99750 R,
hL. b P RhdT T Pt N A%ETIS AAT 224 NA-T7
fleome9® “INEIIC ool ANET 0P T AP AT L9 PiILO-
994G R NG BETT FIVCT AanEanC AA 97 POLAIA? 2V (4
ABLATTIY ACIAT MG MLU- Pat AT 9°hC aonZd (. hE. hWI°
2AT CML@D 09130 Pk hG: TEBN TICUVCT AEooC TAN:

mLY 03A FUCT Nk 02/C vhdl DFem havdC AP NATC
M @F hevEFs AL A“NMNaetil lonFA- ATTEAMN H2AEhA
hAE (ETC) €790 A8N N AT A24-0F AMSHE A hi hl9°
N LA AZ9TooC AL Cheartar AT 15 (J3éh +tesHIN (o35
NETY LN

LY aren, Pht LS9°T P91O1C AANCT N4 F HNESE CRIADNT
TELT Mol RIL P TATHT AR P7LTA 2éh 1 DAk
fOTIA NA9° FAT @ PATHANAC QST ONPIE LCO@ (AICFTar
NeoCrT @3N LANNDT PL0-N AT0HP hTA PAT:

A PERTET TTVCET AevbmA AN ARA 2C @f hhTATR
AgeCE ANLNT 11983 4.9° AF hA9S AT “ICHS ho9O1C ovég
A L PATTY G NeotP3 WSS AhNCLHE  hANCS 9917503
AT ACA N3 Ao T FA@- INCH ALY AT ACReA LD
AlS PLLOFT ONEAKRTID- PRLY™T @é-T NavlPr QANF 4@ 25 Ahnn,
WG UR RET AL NG RDMUSF LULEANTIS CelEan’t OH.£
OFF OF@AL 00324 AL TS RICHT MRFISYE 408 “INFGIL:
hdeoFa, 1ar: LUIS NOFE NSO CMLD AP @39 LAF AS
Ak By AET7T ADRAT  APMIA  AISLLFAT@®  héATFa-  hrsal
AFF AL ILPF OPT ATLS O F NCOLLSTHE NTOAL o038l
@NF CMTI@F PN il (Peace River)i Poo&hg: P40 Adye:
CEY BC ACH “THILPT 299°LF1S AChT YT AN PTPA: LU
U ATCH NNTDF hoBdn ST 1% Ahite e Wi

NHY TFIVTFO @F+9° Ab hi9°8 QNIELT @ WP ooCh.Sd ThEINCT
AdNde COHEGTI%T LN ATV W0C: ARChY: ST NINGTo- 8.0
anAa AnT O Qeo?TE BANECAT, AP1LA OFIATT hoodDhT a9
han®?s NN RUNCACE NeoC AL P94 hTORPD-£7

400



FOLITI WIATINVPA: NUE AT AINTNTS ACh) 019T
TNChPN:

WG OAE AGA hAN ANN N7LTi0 POFIAE hAT° PIA o548 NF
TNT OFLD99% (ov 0T ANLT ovAng® LETT AOALSAT PhAT
ATl PAPT 0ILAP RICS CI¢ POSETT hPNNA ANTFTT POLLIRS
ACALY T PO@- avpg® G 10

7 & NANAI,

401



MCA hG BT AL hACKE MNCIVED LT

A%S AL ATCXS @OT PE0 h1953 — 1964 9.9° AP RAIL
ACYT N7LTH P27 FVCT LF WIAIAT LA PUSE WINT 9°8C
OLFTF@ @& AOS -PARE: AILE PG $LI™F SLNPSa£F QLLT:
TLT CAILT LLE TIUCT NI IC POIETS PART aok e
PEN TIVCT T ThEEOS PomShGl ao2ACT FLEEPE  se
EFLm NG AT 24 CEamC1ar (@3LF CanEanlf LLR 1900 01
GOT APT N3A 77 AGRESS hel FS PATYETY AET 04T
NCNELSE  FPUCT 943 ASHVESC MG 03A AB 7% Wk
ACNEE Y Mdue-B L8 P2L0I070 oo ILETYIS @ VBA@-£53  AhdT
Goo gt OLILLONTIO CavRch PRA FIUCT bt THD-LS oomd)
FooCpt LU avAh MLT APWET hél oo 17 (14 pad
NAASETT TEA 77 WIRIE ov9°id Wb 19uCHTF o3 AdobmA 274
APATE Neo ST m AT HLTE NG

LY MRV AM8A hFASS 156 h.7% C4 T AL P9115mS hvr an.e
PPTTar 54799 P40, AT R4 TUCT AS PR G PAN
FUCT OPTF 10T: ILOT ML TPUCHEDT fovhdta N
AMSPPE WRINTNT AIRC PR NLANACT 422 NoomNd AL P4
Tkt OPT W06 hAYCA aohhd K15 O/ WA T4 10 DALY
ACOT LATY ATTIOS AMLY@: ¢l s 50 FPU0F (1 A4TE
CHIVCT Hood a1l oo9°0l ¥ RIRIPHLAT TICI-: Qe O
AT 0L WIETFT @8 ho1éh AovovAh NHIET AL CIICT ILPHP° KhEH
ATLEt HEE CLOPGOLT PRI O Noedm T ANETF® A8
ONTF WG LY oowld NeMe Gaot WA AR SH PASS
OLATIO PhN. hB. BT NLE MPAA Moo T KIATAAS Eanl::
OVAEL AT MPLD AD-THF o0dS PhIATNT KRIC PG 2hivk
P oomiE AN MO TT on§idF POLA@PS O GO eS)G
OMNLar HIL Novhl'ik C91407T AINIL NG

iLy Hovy (A0S NHSPO- P9L7TF 1 RCOLPST @CHP P37y
aNat Fas WIS LR DNAE P A PAT @FH APLLP
AMLET BHLA DAING ATS AP ST 4735 *94 Nevdll A6
MCE AT ALE NChH Povhsd§ PAHY INao®F 3 NELTPF ARG
AFST PAA- AT FFAL PORC ART@r 1 Lmdad: hRICH IC

404



N3 MTe et v S A2FE AN At ACOESS TS
A3t A71L AR SFCT ARNCTS SEET ATRINLE ASa-PAT:

1A AL 77 Qh14E PGS htoT NARD AN OOT P91 A4 hPOE
A RCOEST hood$d ATITHS Adw U WIATA-F RTAP DALATT O
Pl AFLNTAT: BHY AL AL “ovANS™ ALA ATIV” A NAeoHAN AS
LTS AL OATINE L3¢ INC: BARIT hAT APTH @Rl oo T
YMIC A2 NACIE £o9he%: “hh hiLY A%E OMFS OPASS Hhef thiv
 PEooCSTar PTINETICS ANT  AIATAET  CTIC AIRTILITOITE
ACTIMT ootP3 AHAY HC PAT: U 2LR° LT A& ACTE hong
£ ACI°HE AAAT AL PULEARFAD TROT hAIPT RET FOMIPO
NG

hLug® Dtan1s 07 I°C OHAPR PhHPRS hFAT Nood i C
NFAAF  hIRLTOT AL 9729070 P20+ NhG @OL ANT O+
AT NS ANk TAP HRRT 919 PFA PATTLANGGC har
Y

AT hhATPS hHO: 2C a8 Food 0F ALPT 0124 AATHLANGG
Mt ALY oot NeoFATT LATTE O RATE GENT  AECT?
ATPTENT: LY NHERILI° BAT° 07IN4IC S N9t AlAIN&
AR PTA 24 OAOMA- O271S GEASS NMY° LAHTF ¥ PhiB9°F 74
HeA PILECR ooRhE 3T 0ABTFT LN LM RhFTFT ATE £CN
BAPSA:

TUCA KBS B AL

ANADNS §h. A7EEN

Merle & june Dye

405



“@q hé7T ATL 1A NLhT LennY

PATHLANAEG G0+ hAN 0NN P82 NG FH oo3TAS] aohhA  A9°Ah
ANITCTE LD ATLHT ML FANFT® ¥ AIBAM U OFIAP hae
RMMANKRC Adom RNC NR20+S AF°04E MCER: +HMIPSS MmAE (hLmT
HonSTF @ Yt AFASEHNTS AFELNTINT BT AT NhEOT ArChTa
H&T" FANTI® PRLIT@ T HEDS 5o APANTT R NLANACT AET
M Aeo(7540-3 20 Ah 1@ AAAD-: '

PEATLar PO RCOLESTT OFIAP WA “BFPE Jdn ookhs (PP
hALNFTo EH14S MAao-g ©153L NSO P91 TIC ALY HaoG 13
PHAE CHLOTS PAINTNT A0S $°RNCH aoR WG 10 OTARD
S£0% MT@} ho®Pyl Abh TFIAS hAAY- o031 AAL MATHANMG
AL R L7240 MAIATNT TLEFOP RHFa-S WY Ahh ALANE 4.3%
P2 AALE  hWIAIT  @F RIATNT  0P1PE0T  G4P907
NeafiC PHAROTD CHRMZTOT AP WLV ooXh§ Oovasphd Al
£FCENFAGT ovFché? WL 1R 0LhT L

0N OARD OHY  A9M7Y, ALmeN oA PAANT A RCHEF?
@LETG RIAICT A POLMPP AL € NIC hA OFIAE  hAP
NANTAT ST At BCOEPT DT AAE AAE NTLLMC h353L
¢t RCAEET hovi @ HME @LY° ANT AN aohhd 759" AL@OTY
tWi% PO ADFEBrl A9 PAST A4 hChELSTa? ALY mNdo-S
AMNPD $94CG PHAE NavPST@ APLIT ACE CAT™YT ANET 4R
PULEMS $6T WO WIADIRS ovd PF@s (AN To9° NAPTS
NLALET PoIdmé PRAT FovhlPAT MNAPAT FRGIPA: PHASAS
MBOT ATIPAL ooRh4TF @9 LUt TH, @7 /0207 PHETAN 974
AT AV hAd™ 1AL 2779° ARhET SLAT: AN AMAD ACHTS
famar} PATHANGDCT ACHTS FoTH 9T 2881 L1N3AF
% AF°GAU-:: ATEH U o9 RF D Nom-d® 3% ool PN h9°AN:
PHAAZ® AT APA-N hCRPR TS3PS HE hihth HAATP . A% p-oorn
AKES WIAIPE e 20 101 FOTF Y@ PEY £LA LT RATPA
A FREAAGH

nCh NLS
PATEHNE #0 hEOT NF RCHT LS
PG Ahd

406



97 hAT°Y h40 Gevg-1 (AR NWIRD-FTOS bAGFTar WIRIATA WIAGT
MMCAFOS  FAATa ARS AL omIATA  0eFATT A AR 0S4
PFAL HT0 A0 WIR APl BATa RTO9 OPTIO- ORA RS UA m
@A NG T hAT 0FC 0L WRET! ASAHTE RIAVT
(R hDT HILY oEhGTFO NILHAPT WL BFa W% o GTa-
ARTNLAAG 296 FCIT hoosSF@- ONFC AooSTar Dme+s Fild
NNCHRD §FC FOICH NLED OOT D71 KLY 525 N7137° AR D24
A@M (AMRFA UF FOTM: WC @NT TPCRC P44 Vel SATE
PR NeLeA0 ovdhr PULODT ShF TS LhootFTod TNT heC1er
WY & hF APCOD-AGAT

PLEY 4Ll APPE MCHTA heON o934 AF eHFAT etk Goodd
ATATNY RAT ARCT PPLONTT LU ovR S AT 9730 BTN
AILINC MLOF FAd? WI°ANTTY AIRSHIC Al Tau:

N @ @/ Lhhid

ANChA 9otk P1E $A MROT 0+ RCOLLT CHTIAET 1%
AAALL? ‘

CAFERP PN MLOT NHNCHEEY AP NG RS

POIIA@D£3 ANST NCLEST 4NLT AdaeNC NoelP? FIATN

407



AT COPIAR BB PhLmTS CAIATNT 3R AMLAOAG PHCHRD
ANLE PINLOFT hooRE@F AMN TRCNHED APCE AECTT N309° Hef 0
ACHEET AILICCT AILFLTIS WILINE RAISFMPaold NhEH A3
LIMim- Fen DA UIC MHovSTFI5 NMha-4T7 ATLANNG AL Toom-
AILCLTN £APT TAP THLE WD BU R AE WILT 000REG THNAE
Ao ATMMANGE AAD-ODS AMNIE ASRCID RILTLTA L79°9° R385
WPOESE i NF e Ao AN 9°0-4F avADTS ATAIETF ooiP
AU APATT RUY AT-ovdnd 19PUCT o4l ORI hm:M
AMEF T WILCLTFA COLeNET°LT 1o

@F g A 1L5T°7 ANAP P& PAOIPC A4UrT-i o3 AP A1
CAINTAF Qb MK £APSAS ATHLANGE PHATCE TFa-2F hG Mg
Mool #&0 ATV AP FE AS Ahihhfe PR2 DM OFE AhA 109847
aAh P AT RILTLLKTT SNLASAG TIC Y (tA hAT° heaTs
MM T10ht RATO° P+ RIATAFFO ALYT hCORO K32,
ook hé- PAPGA: LU Noolf 19° PAI° POGTS PEAT hédtS hTICI 44
PPy MBmT AILILTFD ook hé ASNTINIT™: LA 0NN 405 OnT
AT, MATANAG 2N 00094T0F  PATLANANCTIT  £9°0  NHhASe
a0 18T AP Fa Moo dHIT@ ARTTES PA hLOT W+ ACHTLT 21296
ooli441 NF ALPT MWWIETT ALTF ANPE RCO-LLSTS A%A9° Ui
el RIRUYT ATHANAG A28 TmeasFo- Ly J¢h LoohnCASA:
NACTITI AOTar RISHT LY F2Zh ChiT ALUT PANANNC Jdh
s

Lax dhn pA/C

PPZI CRAPRE €41 oot £ e TG QA
TEWMTA 7S

PLLq® CheHe FA hLOT N BCHLEY 9"/1‘4.113%

408



