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43 Jewlsh reguiations stipulated two kinds of excommunication: one
that wouid last for thirty days untii the offender couid be reconciled

and one that was a parmanent <ban> accompanied by a curse. ‘'
Because - the synagogue controlled every aspect of life (clvic, - ]
recreational, legal, and religious), an individual cut off the synagogue . !
wouid suffer severe isolation. ... In Jesus’ day, there was alsoa kind of ’
informal prohibition agalnst any Jew who would confess Jesus to be |

the Christ. Ibid. p.198.
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4% « .. the Feast of Dedication in December. This feast was not one of
the official festivals in the Old Testament. It was instituted by Judas
Maccabeus in 165 B.C. to commemorate the cleansing of the temple
after Antiochus Epiphananes had defiled it by sacrificing a pig on the
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