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> The place of Judas among the disciples and his choice to betray
Jesus highlight the balance that we find throughout the Bible between
the awesome sovereignty of God and the freedom he allows pecpte to
exercise. We would tip the balance toward error if we would say that
Jesus intenticnally withheld his protection of Judas to expose him te
the temptation of Satan so that the betrayal could happen. We would
also be in error if we wouid say that the temptation of Satan was
stronger than Jesus’ ability to protect Judas. Judas was not a puppet
or a string. Judas shared the protection offered by the presence of
Jesus ali during their time together. Judas made his decision to betray
Jesus, and by so doing he removed himself from Christ's protection.
He passed the point of no return and thereby fulfilled the scriptural
' prediction. Ibid. p.341.
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8. Pilate was cynical: he thought that all truth was relative - it could be
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was whatever the majority of people agreed with or whatever heiped
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advance their own personal power and political goals. When there is
no basis for truth, there is no basis far moral right and wrong. Justice
becomes whatever works or whatever helps those in power. lbid.
p.367.
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* This piercing would make sure that Jesus was really dead. Medical ]
experts have tried to determine what was punctured to create a flow
of blood and water. Some think the pericardial sac was ruptured,  §
John’s testimony of this occurrence was important to affirm a major

argument in the Gospel against the Docetists who were denying jesus'
humanity. Jesus was indeed a man composed of blood and water, ...

The piercing itself would have killed Jesus, but he was already dead as

the separation of blood and water reveal. Ibid. p.381
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%2 Early Church History reports that after John spent several years at
the exile on the island of Patmos (Rev 1:9), he returned to Ephesus
where he died as an old man, near the end of the first century. Ibig.
p.412.
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